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Abstract

The historical Battle of Dimdim Castle, occurred between Shah Abbas Safavi and
Amir Khan, a Kurdish commander, has been narrated differently in Tarikh
Alamaraye Abbasi and the novel Dimdim. The main question here is that what issues
have led to the difference between the two narratives. This study tried to analyze the
discourse of two narratives. It focused on the role of discourse in showing emergence
of a specific stance in the narratives; that is, how discourse help determine the
semantic and value relationships between different elements of the narratives. The
analysis showed that the different narratives in the two works are the result of two
opposing discourses, each depicting a specific type of politics and power attitude.
Although none of the two narratives directly or explicitly points out the power
element, the major discursive issues of both narratives are power and governance,
manifested in two opposing discourses: The governance-oriented discourse
dominating the narrative of Tarikh Alamaraye Abbasi is based on the centralization
of power; and the minority-oriented discourse that exists in the narration of the novel
Dimdim. Amir Khan as an activist subject is described in Tarikh Alamaraye Abbasi
as a rebel who stands against the government, but the same person bears the role of
a national hero in the novel Dimdim.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

The historical Battle of Dimdim Castle occurred between Shah Abbas Safavi and
Amir Khan, a Kurdish commander. The event has been differently narrated in Tarikh
Alamaraye Abbasi and the novel Dimdim. The question posed is that what issues
have led to the difference between the two narratives. For answering the question it
seems necessary to analyze the principles, the presuppositions, the goals, the signs,
the interpretations, and implication of the signs. Doing this study will help identify
the underlying factors that impact the adaptability and specific orientation of the
elements of the stories. This study aimed to analyze the causes of the differences
between these narratives from discourse perspective. The final aim was to identify
and explicate various discourses effective in the formation of different narratives of
one unique historical event.

2. Method

This study tried to analyze the discourse of two narratives. To do this, the study
focused on the role of discourse in showing emergence of a specific stance in the
narratives; that is, how discourse help determine the semantic and value relationships
between different elements of the narratives. The following issues are often
examined in narrative discourse analysis: 1) Depicting the semantic relationships
between narrative structures in the form of a process; 2) Determining the elements
effective in creating the narrative and their role in the adaptability and specific
orientation of the narrative as a whole; 3) Decoding the functional-semantic value
of discursive signs in narratives, considering the dominant intellectual system. If a
narrative is analyzed considering these elements, we find out why the character in a
specific scene acted or reacted in a specific way, we can determine the factors
leading to such behavior, we can understand what words and phrases the
narrator/writer use for what purpose, and we interpret and find out the important
issues of the story happening within the framework of the dominant discourse
system. Such significant signs as descriptions and titles that hold specific values and
meaning are constructed of a set of semantic relationships interwoven as a system.
If we analyze the signs of the two narratives of Tarikh Alamaraye Abbasi and the
novel Dimdim, we can depict the discourse sphere dominant in each of the works
and understand the semantic-ideological layers and value inclinations.
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3. Results

Two different narratives of the historical Battle of Dimdim Castle, narrated in Tarikh
Alamaraye Abbasi and the novel Dimdim, are the result of two opposing discourses,
each depicting a specific type of politics and power attitude. Although none of the
two narratives directly or explicitly points out the power element, the major
discursive issues of both narratives are power and governance, manifested in two
opposing discourses: 1) The governance-oriented discourse dominating the narrative
of Tarikh Alamaraye Abbasi is based on the centralization of power, tries to
dominate all groups of people, and has a specific definition of a united and integrated
society. The dominant power in this type of political discourse does not tolerate
different “others” regarding the power, as it assumes centralized power. So, such a
power sees all others as dangers and does not allow any interferes. Such a
government tries to control the power of others in any possible way and forces others
to act under its own rule.

2) The minority-oriented discourse that exists in the narration of the novel
Dimdim. The goal of this discourse is decentralizing the absolute power of
governments. It stands against the totalitarianism of the dominant power.
Decentralization is based on regional-federal power and emphasizes that only one
center should not manage and lead all the country. So, creating the discourse in the
narration of the novel Dimdim revolves on the nation-state axis. All of the semantic
system process is formed by this idea. This narrative is based on nationalism and
patriotism discourse.

The protagonist of both narratives is Amir Khan. This character is a national hero
in one and a rebel in the other one. Choosing the character as the protagonist in both
narratives, which all the story goes around him, has to do with the kind of discourse
in the stories: The narrative of Dimdim inclines towards heroization, while in Tarikh
Alamaraye Abbasi, the aim is demonizing and rebelling the character.

4. Conclusion

The discourse analysis of two different narrations of the Battle of Dimdim Castle
showed that the differences are related to the discourse from which the stories
originate. The discourse has bestowed different meaning and values to the elements
and structures of each narrative. So, Amir Khan as an activist subject is described in
Tarikh Alamaraye Abbasi as a rebel who stands against the government, but the same
person bears the role of a national hero in the novel Dimdim. Here, he is depicted as
a charismatic character. The interpretation and signification of the occurrence of the
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battle considering Tarikh Alamaraye Abbasi shows that the invasion to the castle is
value-creating and necessary for preserving the power of the government. The same
battle in the novel Dimdim is interpreted as the defending homeland against the
occupying invaders, imposing a big responsibility on people.
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