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Abstract

This study explored “audacity to God” in prominent mystic works up to the 7"
century AD, based on the content on the mystic issues of serving and love. Exploring
the concept of audacity and its appearance in mystical texts, this study tried to use
the related evidence in authentic mystical texts to analyze the existing contradiction
of audacity to God, and to present a correct and comprehensive interpretation of the
issue about viewpoint of prominent great mystics. The results on mystical sources
showed that there are two types of evidence pertaining to audacity. Some evidence
emphasize the condemnation of audacity to God. The second group of evidence
appraise audacity to God, though this category of evidence does not follow a unique
discourse. Exploring audacity in the mystical works showed that some evidences
imply the appropriateness of audacity to God and some evidences emphasize its
inappropriateness. Overall, audacity to God in mystical thoughts appears in two
spheres: In servitude, which is inappropriate and condemned, and in love, which is
considered appropriate. Many mystics mention good audacity in the spheres of love
and union (JL»;), but a few mystics such as Rozbehan Baghli, Attar Neyshaburi, 1bn
Arabi, and Maulvi took a deeper attitude towards describing good audacity to God
in love and servitude spheres. This type of audacity is the result of mystic madness
and intoxication.

Keywords: Insolence towards God, servantship domain, love domain, intoxication,
insanity.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study sought to explore “audacity to God” in prominent mystic works up to the
7" century AD, based on the content on the mystic issues of serving and love.
Exploring the concept of audacity and its appearance in mystical texts, this study
tried to use the related evidence in authentic mystical texts to analyze the existing
contradiction of audacity to God, and to present a correct and comprehensive
interpretation of the issue about viewpoint of prominent great mystics. So, these
questions were answered:

1. What approaches are to the audacity to God in mystics’ attitudes?

2. How can the audacity to God be interpreted and explained, while the audacity seems

to be contradictory in mystics’ attitude?

3. What features of mystics affect their mystical audacity in love to God?

The necessity and significance of this research lays in the topic it researches and
the method it takes. In some studies on mystical issues, the researches focus only on
literary dimensions such as discourse analysis is not enough to reach correct and
comprehensive conclusion. Sometimes understanding and explaining the depth of
mystical content necessitates the analysis of mystical concepts in its mystical
grounds. So, understanding mystical concepts necessitates two issues: First,
understanding mystical spheres and their unique features; Second, the analysis of
mystical concepts and their connection with the mentioned spheres.

2. Method

Taking a descriptive-analytical method and using library resources, this study tried
to analyze the concept of "audacity to God" in remarkable mystical works, focusing
on "servitude" and "love" spheres. At first, the theme of audacity to God in mystical
texts were examined. Then, through exploring and selecting related evidences and
categorizing them based on the characteristics of "slavery" and "love" spheres, the
contradictions of mystics in audacity to God was completely explored and their
attitude interpreted.

It should be noted that this research focused on some of the most prominent works
of mystical prose and poetry that somehow embrace audacity to God and its related
concepts, including: Razi's Jawahir al-Tasavuf, Kalabadi’s Al-Ta rof, Salmi’s
Tabagat al-Sufiyah, Bukhari's Sharh al-7a’arof, Al-Qushayri’s Al-Risala al-
Qushayriyya, Al-Hujwiri’s Kashf al-Mahjub, Qazali’s Ihya’ Olum al-Din, Ain al-
Quzat Hamdani’s Tamhidat, Meibodi’s Kafsh al-Asrar, Sanaei’s Hadigha al-
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Haghigha, Ruzbahan Baghli’s books Abhar al-Asheghin, Sharh Shathiyat, and
Mashrab al-Arwah, Attar Neyshaburi’s Manyiq al-7ayr, Musibatnama, Tadhkira al-
Awliya, Suhrvardi’s Avarif al-Ma arif, Ibn Arabi’s Fotuhat Makkiya, Najm al-Din
Razi’s Mirsad al-Ibad, Nesavi’s Al-Insan al-Kamil, Mulavi’s Mashavi and Divan
Shams, Ez al-Din Kashani’s Misbah al Hidaya.

3. Results

The results on mystical sources showed that there are two types of evidence
pertaining to audacity. Some evidence emphasize the condemnation of audacity to
God. The second group of evidence appraise audacity to God, though this category
of evidence does not follow a unigque discourse. Moreover, comparing the audacities
in the mystical works showed that, to the mystics, the audacity to God has two
aspects: First is servitude aspects which is inappropriate and condemned and the
second one belongs to love aspect, which is good and appraised.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Exploring audacity in the mystical works showed that some evidences imply the
appropriateness of audacity to God and some evidences emphasize its
inappropriateness. Overall, audacity to God in mystical thoughts appears in two
spheres: In servitude, which is inappropriate and condemned, and in love, which is
considered appropriate.

To mystics, audacity in servitude is reprehensible and condemned and deserves
to be rejected, because the seeker has not yet reached the level of love and connection
with the beloved. So, his relationship with God is a relationship featured with fear.
The first part of the evidence on the audacity have been influenced by servitude and
fearful discourse, so it appears in denial and avoidance. Moreover, audacity in love
is good and appraised, because the seeker is in the sphere of love and the position of
connection with the beloved. So, his relationship with God is a mystic romantic
relationship. The second part of the evidence on audacity is under the influence of
romantic discourse and is expressed in the form of praise.

We can also say that many mystics, when describing the concept of audacity to
God, have considered both negative and positive aspects of the concept. So, we can
claim that some mystics’ dual approach towards audacity to God is not a sing of
contradictions and confusion of opinions, but it shows their attention and effort to
deal with one aspect of the concept of audacity. So, the complete and correct
understanding of “audacity to God” depends on understanding the relationship of it
with “servitude” and “love” spheres and their requirements.
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Many mystics mention good audacity in the spheres of love and union (JL.5), but
a few mystics such as Rozbehan Baghli, Attar Neyshaburi, 1bn Arabi, and Maulvi
took a deeper attitude towards describing good audacity to God in love and servitude
spheres. This type of audacity is the result of mystic madness and intoxication.

Keywords: Audacity to God, Sphere Of Servitude, Sphere of Love, Intoxication,
Madness
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