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Abstract

This study aimed to represent and analyze the aspects of the theory of truth in lbn
Tabataba's most important work, namely Ayar al-She v, in two epistemological and
aesthetic contexts, relying on the descriptive-analytical method. In so doing, it
presents a comprehensive perspective on the system of Ibn Tabataba's philosophical
and literary thought. Therefore, first, in order to clarify the geography of the subject,
it reconsidered the theoretical foundations of epistemology as well as theories and
approaches to truth. Then, the artistic, ethical, historical, and visual aspects of truth
in Ibn Tabataba's epistemological system were analyzed and explored, with attention
to the distinction between the epistemology and aesthetics. The results indicated that,
from an epistemological point of view, Ibn Tabataba's theory of knowledge is in
alignment and convergence with the classical theory of epistemology; namely, the
correspondence theory of truth. Therefore, it is justified, informative, and objective,
and has the authority to judge propositions. A work of art is not only measured by
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the scales of epistemological truth and falsity, but also it can be judged by aesthetic
criteria. Ibn Tabataba's theory of knowledge from an aesthetic point of view cannot
be informative, realistic, or objective. Consequently, it also lacks the authority to
judge literary propositions, which are inherently defamiliarized and logically hard to

grasp.

Keywords: Ibn Tabataba, Ayar al-Ske’r, Correspondence of Truth, Epistemology,
Aesthetics

Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Mohammad Ahmad Ibn Tabataba Al-Alawi is one of the scholars of the second
Abbasid period in the field of epistemology and literary criticism. At the beginning
of the introduction of philosophy into Muslim culture, despite Aristotle's belief, he
considered that the art of poetry is part of the logic, along with other Muslim
philosophers. For this reason, the nature and essence of poetry and the
epistemological understanding of its propositions were among his concerns and
preoccupations. Ibn Tabataba was born in Isfahan, lived there, and died in 322 AH.
He authored various books in the field of literary studies. His most important and
groundbreaking work is Ayar al-She r. As the name of the book suggests, it is one
of the most important sources of epistemology of literary propositions and rational
and logical criteria for judging those propositions. For this reason, he has been the
focus of attention of renowned scholars such as Abu Hilal Askari, Marzbani, and
Amadi. On the other hand, Ibn Tabataba is a pioneer of critics who systematically
addressed the issue of truth and falsity of propositions. Therefore, understanding the
history of the word “truth” and its semantic transformation over time, which is
considered the main axis of his work, requires a careful and precise examination of
Ibn Tabataba’s perspective. Accordingly, this study aims to distinguish different
aspects of truth by referring to the book Ayar al-Ske’r and collecting his scattered
opinions in the field of literary epistemology. Since the justification and
interpretation of the views of literary criticism is not possible except by thinking
about the philosophical foundations in question, we first review a summary of the
theoretical foundations of epistemology in order to clarify the geography of the
subject. Then, we formulate the artistic, ethical, historical, and visual aspects of truth
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in Ibn Tabataba's epistemological system, and then we analyze and criticize them in
the two contexts of epistemology and aesthetics.

2. Method

The present article aims to introduce and analyze different aspects of Ibn Tabataba's
theory of truth in two dimensions: epistemological and aesthetic aspects. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, this study tried to present a comprehensive research
on Ibn Tabataba's philosophical and literary thought.

3. Results

All aspects of truth in Ibn Tabataba's epistemological system are aligned and
convergent with the classical theory of epistemology, namely the correspondence
theory of truth. Therefore, in an epistemological context, he should undoubtedly be
considered a realist critic who believes in the objectivity and, consequently, the
knowability of literary propositions that are based on the originality of the
knowability of the real world. Therefore, from an epistemological point of view, all
aspects of Ibn Tabataba's truth are justified, informative, and objective. As a result,
they have an epistemological identity, are subject to scientific methodology, and
have the authority to judge literary propositions.

The opposite of the reality and knowability of literary propositions is the unreality
and unknowability of the language of poetry and literary statements. Since, from an
aesthetic perspective, the main function of poetry is not to express reality, but rather
to convey the artist's emotion and feeling to humans, Ibn Tabataba's aspects of truth
in an aesthetic context cannot be very informative, realistic, and objective. Therefore,
they do not have the authority to judge the truth or falsity of literary propositions,
because escaping logic and defamiliarization is one of the main characteristics of
literary propositions. This is also because it does not rely on any other judgment
except in terms of rhetoric, eloquence, and imagination.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Although Ibn Tabataba did not systematically dedicate an independent chapter in his
book Ayar al-She’r to the epistemology of literary propositions and the nature of
truth, he was not unaware of them, and most of his encounters with literary
propositions were in the context of the truth concept. Therefore, from the differnt
sections of his book, various aspects of truth can be extracted as follows: Artistic
truth, truth in human experience, moral truth, historical truth, and visual truth. There
is no doubt that Ibn Tabataba's attitude towards the truth and falsity of literary
propositions was influenced by the philosophical-theological doctorine prevalent in
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the fourth century AH. A doctorine that not only recognizes poetry as a valid
document and a comprehensive mirror for representing its social, political, natural,
and cultural environment, relying on the principle “Poetry Is the Diwan of Arabs”,
but also considers intellect as the only valid and authoritative means of judging
literary propositions. Accordingly, it makes no difference between poetry and prose
except in meter. Hence, Ibn Tabataba's view of literary propositions following the
logicians is epistemological, not aesthetic. Therefore, it is not surprising that, as a
logician or one who was influenced by logicians, he considered poetry as one of the
sources of acquiring knowledge.

If we want to make a fair and scholarly judgment of Ibn Tabataba's theory of
knowledge in evaluating poetry, it is appropriate and necessary to look at it from
both epistemological and aesthetic viewpoints. In traditional understanding of
epistemology, science is deemed as justified true belief. Therefore, since lbn
Tabataba considers poetry as a valid document for representing the social, political,
natural and cultural environment, all aspects of his theory of truth in system of
knowledge have epistemological structures and contexts that are also aligned with
the correspondence theory of truth. From an aesthetic point of view, the main
function of poetry, which has an inherently aesthetic structure, is not to express
reality but to convey the artist's emotions and feelings to the audience in a way that
arouses their emotions. Therefore, the language in literature is not the language of
reason and thought, but an indication of human feelings and emotions. For this
reason, literature is not expected to express rational truths. Literature has no
connection or relationship with reality; Truth and falsity in its propositions are
meaningless. According to what was indicated, literary propositions in an aesthetic
context, as they are defamiliarized and logically hard to grasp, cannot be as justified,
informative, and truthful as logical ones. As a result, they have no epistemological
entity and cannot be studied in using the methodology of science. Therefore, Ibn
Tabatabah's aspects of truth cannot judge literary propositions. It is for this reason
that some contemporary Arab critics, without distinguishing between epistemology
and aesthetics, consider Ibn Tabataba's approach and his adherence to truth,
especially when it comes to comparing and contrasting pieces of poetry, as a great
injustice to literary criticism
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