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Abstract

Marzbannameh is one of the important works of elegant prose written by Espahbad
Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin, one of the rulers of Bavand clan, in the late 4th
century of Hijri. This is because in Qabousnameh and the History of Tabaristan,
Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin is said to be the author of Marzbannameh;
However, in the Marzbannameh written by Varavini, it is written by Marzban ibn
Sharvin, and on the other hand, the genealogy of the Bavand family and the status of
Marzban ibn Rostam/Sharvin are not clear in the histories and records. There is a
long debate among researchers about the author of Marzbannameh. A group believes
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that Marzban ibn Rostam is the author of the book, and another group considers
Marzban ibn Sharvin as its author. Some even think that the author and translator of
Marzbannameh is fake. Apart from these, there are also different views about the
first language of the work, that it, wether it was Tabari or Dari Persian. Examining
various viewpoints and discussing this matter, this study showed that probably
Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin wrote this book in Tabari language two hundred
years before Marzban (the son of Sharvin, the fifth ruler of the Kawusians of the
Bavand family), translated it into simple Dari Persian, and two hundred years later,
it was written by Sa’ad al-Din varavini in Dari Farsi.

Keywords: Marzbannameh, Ale Bavand, Mazarban ibn Rostam, Marzban ibn
Sharvin

Estended Abstract

1. Introduction

The original Marzbannameh is not now available. The two versions of this book are
in Dari Persian and in poetic prose; one in 598 AH by Mohammad ibn Qazi Malataivi
titiled Rawzat al-Oqoul and the other one between 607 and 622 AH titled
Marzbannameh by Sa’d al-Din Varavini. The oldest work that has mentioned
Marzbannameh and its author is Qabousnameh, written in 475 AH. Another ancient
text that has mentioned this book and its author is Tarikhe Tabarestan (The history
of Tabarestan) written in 613 by Baha al-Din Mohammad ibn Hassan ibn Esfandiar.
The author mentions him when talking about the rulers of Tabarestan. Both authors
believed that the author of Marzbannameh is Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin;
though Varavini as a translator of Marzbannameh, states about the author of this
work “Marzbannameh is attributed to the producer of the book of Marzban ibn
Sharvin”.

From this perspective and historicist criticism, there are some ambiguities and
debates among researchers regarding the lineage of the author, the Kawusian lineage
of Bavand dynasty, and the year of compiling Marzbannameh. Such uncertainties
are about the authenticity of attributing this book to Marzban, wether Marzban is the
son of Rostam or Sharvin, wether this Sharvin is Sharvin | or Sharvin Il, and the
reason why there is a great interval between the composition of the work and its
translation (200 years) and the time of Varavini's statement (400 years). It is posed
that wether Marzban wrote his book in Tabari language, and wether Mohammad ibn
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Qazi Malataivi and Sa'd al-Din Varavini knew Tabari language and translated this
work into Persian. These uncertainties and tentative answers and explanations have
resulted in different views among researchers and scholars.

Since Marzbannameh is one of the main authentic texts of Persian language and
Iranian culture, and as one of the sourses of Persian Language and Literature in the
Iranian universities, it is a must to do such aresearch to clarify the identity of the
author of this book. Accordingly, this study at the first stage deals with Bavand
family, and then respectively address the criticisms and opinions on the posed issues,
and finally present the opinions of the witers of this paper.

2. Method

This study at first focused on the criticisms and debates on the author of
Marzbannameh. It then took a historical criticism to examine the lineage of the
author. To this purpose, documents and library resources were used.

3. Results

Amongst the main debates on Marzbannaneh are the identity of its author, the
compilation of the first version and its language. Onsor al-Ma'ali Keykawus in
Qabousnameh and Ibn Esfandiar in The History of Tabarestan attributed this book
to Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin, but Sa'd al-Din Varavini in his commentary on
the Marzbannameh states that Marzban ibn Sharvin wrote this work in Tabari
language four hundred years before him. Three points are significant in Varavini's
introduction: the author, the time, and the language of thie work. All the issues,
besides lack of sufficient information in the histories and tazkires related to
Marzbannameh and its author lead to presenting various opinions from different
perspectives. It is noteworthy that we cannot ignore Varavini's ideas, deciding
wether he was mistaken or a claim consciously, or say that Onnsor al-Ma'ali and Ibn
Esfandiar have misrepresented the lineage of Marzban. Apperantly around 200 AH,
a Tabarestan prince of Kiyusian family of Bavand dynasty, called Marzban bin
Sharvin bin Sohrab wrote a book in Tabari language. This book cosists of several
stories of the culture of Iran that are on the politics and governing metods, narrated
in the way of Kelileh and Demneh. Another member of this family (i.e., Marzban
bin Rostam bin Sharvin) rendered it 200 years later (c. 400 AH) into simple Dari
Persian (including Tabari verses and phrases). The same work was changed into a
poetic prose several times: a) 200 years after Marzban bin Rostam while composing
books in poetic prose; b) in the late 6th century by Mohammad bin Qazi Malataivi;
c) in the early 7th century by Sa'd al-Din Varavini, who considred the simple style
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of the original book not appropriate. Both authors imitated the writing style of
Nasrallah Munshi in translating and correcting Kelileh and Demneh. The reason is
that Marzban ibn Rostam, while translating Marzbannameh from Tabari language
into simple Dari Persian, states that the author (Marzban ibn Sharvin) wrote
Marzbannameh in Tabari language. Later, Varavini producing his edition of this
work states that “Marzbannameh is attributed to the author of the book of Marzban
ibn Sharvin”. Adding two hundred years between himself and Marzban ibn Rostam
to the the two hundred years between Marzban ibn Rostam and Marzban ibn Sharvin,
he states that he disclosed “this precious purchase that was unknown for four
hundred years”. As Marzban ibn Rostam had used Tabari poems and stories in
producing his Dari Persian translation of Marzban ibn Sharvin’s Marzbannameh,
Varavini, while writing his own Marzbannameh produced by Marzban ibn Rostam
says: "He produced it in the language of Tabarestan and ancient Persian."

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Marzban ibn Sharvin ibn Sohrab compiled a book in Tabari language around 200
AH. Two hundred years later, Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin translated this book
(including Tabari verses and phrases) into simple Dari Persian. Within the book, he
states this book belongs to Marzban ibn Sharvin, and later, Varavini mentioned this
in his edited version of Marzbannameh, adding the 200 years between himself and
Marzban ibn Rostam, saying “four hundred and some years” (i.e., from Marzban ibn
Sharvin ibn Sohrab living in early 3rd century AH to his own era; early 3th century
AH).
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