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Abstract

The resurrection and the Qa'im are concepts that are used in different sects of
religions, but each sect has a specific definition and interpretation of these concepts
in accordance with its own principles. The Qa’imiyat Divan is one of the few
remaining works of the Ismailis of the Alamut period (483-654 AH), which has been
kept hidden and inaccessible until now for such reasons as religious prejudices. In
this Divan, such topics and concepts as interpretation, monotheism, vision,
comparison, appearance, interior, and resurrection are discussed. These concepts
generally focus on the main axis of the Divan, namely “Qa'im” and “Qiyamat”. The
resurrection was raised with the support of Ismaili theologians in the sixth century
(the Alamut period), and Hassan Mahmoud the writer also reflects it in his Qa 'imiyat
Divan. Introducing this newly discovered work and recognizing other aspects and
dimensions of this intellectual movement is one of the goals and importance of this
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research. In this article, while presenting the concept of Qiyamat and Qa’im in
Ismaili thought, the specific meanings and concepts related to the term during the
period of Alamut and after it are discussed. Looking at the poems of Hassan
Mahmoud Kateb in Qa’imiyat Divan, the study comes to the conclusion tha the
Ismaili view of giamat is different from the interpretation of this concept in other
Islamic sects. The term giamat in Ismaili teachings of the Alamut period actually
indicates the entry of the Ismailids into a new historical period.

Keywords: Qa’imiyat, Ismailism, Kateb, Qiyamat, Qa'im, Imam

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This sudy explored the concepts of Qiyamat (Resurrection) and the Qa’im (the who
rises) in Ismaili sect, and their manifestation in the Divan of Hasan Mahmoud Kateb.
These terms are common and have different functions and meanings in various
Islamic sects. Each sect has its own interpretations of the concepts according their
teachings and beliefs. Qa ’emiyat Divan is among the few survived works from the
Ismailis who lived in the Alamut era (483-654 AH). The work has been held
inaccessible from then because of religious prejudices. The efforts of Seyyed Jalal
Hosseini Badakhshani led to the disclose of this work in the village of Yahn (near
Birjand, Iran) in 1343 AH. It was then corrected and published by the Miras Maktoub
Publication in 1390 AH. The main themes of this work are such concepts as ta’wil
(interpretation), towhid (unity), ro’yat (vision) analogy (qiyas), hedayat (guidance),
zaher (appearance), baten (the inner part), and ma'ad (afterlife). All of the concepts
revolve around the main concepts of the Divan; that is, Qa’im and Qiyamat.
Reserection was brought about by an Ismaili scholar of kalam in the 6th century AH
(Alamut era) and were echoed by Hasan Mahmoud Kateb in his Qa ’imiyat Divan.
The significance and aim of this study were to introduce the discovered book and to
explore some aspects of the related intellectual tradition. This study endeavored to
see what meanings the concepts Qa’im and Qiyamat have in Ismaili teachings, how
they deffer from such concepts in other sects of Islam, and what their foundations
are. This study at the first stage focused on the concepts of Qa’im and Qiyamat in
Ismaili thought, and then explored their particular meanings during the Alamut era
and beyond. A glance at the poems of Hasan Mahmoud Kateb in his Qa imiyat Divan
showed that Ismaili perspectives about the two concepts differ significantly from the



51 The Concept of Qiyamat (Resurrection) and Qa’im (Raiser) in. ..

interpretations of other Islamic sects. Qiyamat or resurrection in Ismaili teachings of
Alamut era means the Ismaili entry into a new historical period. This interpretation
was fabricated in the Alamut period and was later reflected in other Ismaili works.
This concept found a unique interpretation and significance in Ismaili teachings. So
related to the concept of Qiyamat, the concept Qa’im was used to mean the Imam
who is responsible fot guiding others. In addition to introducing the undiscovered
work about Ismaili thought, a significant finding of this study was that Qa ’imiyat
Divan, as the only surviving source from the Alamut era, is a great a treasure to know
more about this intellectual movement. This work consists of such conepts as
Qiyamat in Ismaili teachings through symbolic language.

2. Method

This study applied an analytical-descriptive approach to explore the concepts
pertaining to Qiyamat in Ismaili teachings, through comparing it in Ismaili beliefs
and those of other sects, and finally to see how these concepts are reflected in the
QOa’imiyat Divan. Content analysis was employed to collect the required data. At the
first stage, the principles and preliminary studies were done and note were taken.
The concepts of Qa’im and Qiyamat in Ismaili thought were scrutinized. Then, the
theoretical issues on Ismaili beliefs were collected through the main books of Ismaili
sect, including Sajestani's Kashf al-Mahjoub, Abu Ishaqg's Haft Bab, Naser
Khosraw's works, Kalam Pir, Baba Seyedna's Haftan Bab, and The Isma'ilis: Their
History and Doctrine. Then, using this framework, the evidence from the verses of
Hasan Mahmoud Kateb's Divan was extracted and presented as illustrative
examples. The evidence showed that Hasan Mahmoud Kateb, the owner of
Qaimiyat Divan holds the same beliefs and viewpoints as the Ismailis. He presented
these beliefs in a specific way in his Divan.

3. Results

The results of this study can be summarized into the following issues:

- Although the concept of Qiyamat has a common origin in various sects of Islam, it
is interpreted differently in each sects, and these diverse interpretations distinguish
them from one another;

- The concept of giyamat in Ismaili teachings is not merely a warning or deterring
concept, but it holds a worldly meaning and function’

- The concept of giyamat in Qa’imiyat Divan is not only an issue related to the
afterlife, but a completely worldly issue;
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- The concept of giyamat in Ismaili teachings means a specific period as well,
referring to a specific period of Kalam history of Ismailids. In this period, Qa’im
hods a new intepretaion of religion.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The word “Qiyamat” in Ismaili teachings shows the Ismailis entry into a new
historical era and indicates the difference of the perspectives of scholars in this sect
with the concepts of gqa’im and giyamat in other sects. Consideiring the issue and in
addition to exploring the concept of giyamat in Ismaili texts, this study provided
evidence from the Qa 'imiyat Divan and came to the following coclusions:

- The giyamat era is not an arbitrary concept that Ismailids introduced at a specific
historical period, but it is a theological concept that has its roots in the history,
beliefs, and doctrine of this sect;

- The Ismaili understanding of “qiyamat” differs drastically from that of other sects
of Islam. In Ismaili teachings, this concept signifies the beginning of a new period
in the divine guidance;

- In the Ismaili teachings there is the concept of abrogation (nasikh and ibtal) of some
issues of religion; that is, abrogation means the complete annulment of the external
aspects of religion, which results in the perfection of the religion;

- In Ismaili teachings, “qiamat” is declared by a descendant of the true and authentic
Imam, and then, followers act upon. The ga’im of the giamat introduces himself as
a reformer of humanity, awakening those who are in spiritual dream;

- In Ismaili teachings, Imam plays such a crucial role in the creation and order of the
world so that not a single atom in the heavens or on earth remains in place without
the Imam's command. The one who does not pledge allegiance to this Imam is not
not a follower of the Qa’im.
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