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Abstract

Dialect researchers’ use of the capabilities of structural semantics and the principles
of lexicography elevates their studies in the field of dialect lexicon to the level of
lexicography. Discussing the capacity of approaches of lexical fields and semantic
components in obtaining logical definitions in dialect dictionaries, the present study
investigated the semantic relations among a set of nouns of capras and sheep in
several Persian dialects. These sets themselves consist of several other subsets that
can be distinguished, classified, and defined based on the semantic components of
breed, gender, age, fertility, childbirth, hair color, ear shape, and several other
components. The author's experience in listing the names of capras in the Lamerdi
dialect (a local dialect in the south of Fars province, Iran) and studying some
important and supplementary information from Bakhtiari dialect and several other
dialects, as well as reviewing of dialect lexicons and dialectological data, indicated
that dialect researchers should not only use interview-based action of producing
vocabulary. They should elevate their studies to the level of lexicography. At this

1. Assistant Professor in Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran


https://doi.org/10.22067/jls.2024.87907.1581
mailto:dpoormozaffari@scu.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-3827-750X
https://jls.um.ac.ir/?lang=en

New Literary Studies, Vol 57, No. 3, Fall 2024 134

level, they are required to use the capacity of structural semantics to provide a
complete list of the material words of the dialects in order to compile a more
complete and accurate list of dialect words to be recorded in macrostructure of
dialect dictionary, and in its microstructure they should be able to write logical
definitions. Regardless of the complimentary linguistic researches, linguists’ field
study always have the major defects of missing a significant number of names for
domestic animals (e.g., capra and sheep) and incomplete or ambiguous definitions
of the listed names.

Keywords: Dialect Study, Dialect Lexicography, Lamerdi Dialect, Bakhtiari
Dialect, Capra Names, Sheep Names

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Wherever the lives and livelihoods of the inhabitants of a region depend on plants,
animals, or other natural phenomena, a wealth of words and systematic linguistic
classifications arise for those plants, animals, or natural phenomena in the language
of its speakers. Since the time the Iranians succeeded in domesticating livestock and
utilized every part of their existence for food, clothing, the construction of various
tools, etc., capras and sheep have had a significant presence in the art, culture, and
rituals of Iranian tribes. In the languages and dialects of the warm and dry regions of
the Iranian plateau, where livestock farming has primarily focused on capra rearing,
and in areas where sheep farming has been important due to different climatic
conditions, there exist specific and noteworthy lexical fields and systematic
classifications that should be scientifically described and recorded in dialect
dictionaries before they are completely forgotten. This article aims to demonstrate,
firstly, what semantic system of hyponyms related to copra and sheep in Persian
dialects exist; and secondly, to show how these lexemes can be accurately collected
and defined appropriately for inclusion in dialect dictionaries.

2. Method

For this research, two dialects of the Persian language, Lamerdi and Bakhtiari, which
belong to the same linguistic group, have been selected. Data related to the Lamerdi
dialect was collected through interviews with local shepherds and the personal
knowledge of the researcher (as a native speaker). To collect and define the nouns
related to capras and sheep among the Bakhtiari people, reliance was on written
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sources, and in some cases, conversations were made with speakers of the dialect.
Among the vast array of lexemes related to domestic animals, a set of nouns and
adjectives pertaining to different types of capras and sheep was initially selected,
followed by another set of names related to dairy products, animal diseases, herding,
and shepherding, which were set aside. After narrowing down the data based on their
shared characteristics to the vocabulary related to capras and sheep, the semantic
components of breed, age, gender, fertility, childbirth, hair color, and ear shape were
carefully identified using component analysis in structuralist lexical semantics, and
the semantic system of the names of various capras and sheep in the selected dialects
was elucidated. Finally, the data obtained from the component analysis was utilized
to provide logical definitions and to be included in dialect dictionaries.

3. Results

Data analysis shows that in the Lamardi dialect, naming various types of capras
involves components such as age, gender, fertility, fertility, and hair color. The most
generative method for naming local capras combines two components: color words
(hair color) and ear words (shape, condition, and size of the ears). The identification
of 32 compound words formed by the combination of these two semantic
components highlights its significant generativity. In addition to names based on the
physical characteristics and anatomy of capras and sheep in Persian dialects, another
method for naming these animals has been used, which | call “added signs”.
“Branding on the face” and “cutting the ear” are the most prominent methods for
inscribing human-added signs on the bodies of these animals. The latter method has
been particularly common among Bakhtiari herders who have engaged in raising
sheep herds. The most important achievement of this research is the identification of
the semantic systems for naming different types of capras and sheep in some Persian
dialects and defining them based on the semantic components of those names.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results indicate that a significant part of the one hundred and fifty-year tradition
of dialectology in Iran, which has primarily focused on lexicon (a book containing
an alphabetical arrangement of the words in a dialect), needs to be updated using
contemporary lexicographic principles and elevated to the level of lexicography. A
review of the dialectal data collected by researchers regarding the vocabulary related
to capras and sheep in various regions of Iran reveals that most of these studies have
failed to explain the existing semantic systems of naming domesticated animals,
because they have not used the potential of structuralist lexical semantics.
Consequently, these studies suffer from two major shortcomings: either they have
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not been able to provide a complete list of names for different types of livestock, or
they have not offered suitable logical definitions for inclusion in dialect dictionaries.
To address these deficiencies, it is essential to incorporate structuralist semantic
theories alongside field studies and interviews with livestock farmers to resolve both
existing shortcomings. With the increasing decline of traditional animal husbandry
and the expansion of industrial and commercial livestock farming, the terminology
related to different types of livestock and their associated semantic systems will be
completely forgotten. Therefore, one of the author's suggestions in the field of dialect
studies is to transform the existing “dialect lexicons” into “dialect dictionaries”,
which can be achieved in a short time through the application of structuralist
semantics and lexicographic principles. In pursuing such a goal, even merely
focusing on the conceptual domains of the material vocabulary of dialects would be
a practical and beneficial step towards better and more efficient documentation of
dialectal vocabulary.
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