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Mahmood Nadimi Harandi'

Abstract

A mythical bird in Persian literature that flies continuously and fulfills people's
wishes. The expression "Morg-e Amin" did not exist in Arabic and it was not used
in Persian until the Safavid era. The oldest document in which the phrase "Morg-e
Amin" is used is a verse from the poem Mehr-o vafa by Bageri Heravi (composed
between 996-1012 AH). The oldest lexicographers who have included the
headword "Morg-e Amin" in their dictionaries and defined its meaning are S. A.
Arezu in the Cheraq-e Hedayat (compiled in 1147 AH) and S. M. Waraste in the
Mostalahat al-Sho ‘ara (compiled in 1149 AH). However, they differ in identifying
the identity of the "Morg-e Amin", and Arezu considered it the Kaff al-Khazhib star
(Beta Cassiopeiae) and Waraste considered it the angel. But who is right? This
research is a search for an answer to this question. The research method in this study
is descriptive-historical analysis, citing original sources, manuscripts, Persian
dictionaries, religious texts (Quran, Hadith, commentaries), and even inscriptions
and folk literature. For this purpose, evidence of the use of "Morq Amin" in Persian
texts, the statements of lexicographers, and other related information were first
collected by referring to various Persian and Arabic texts. Subsequently, all the
findings were compared, classified, described and analyzed. This research revealed
that the origin of the "Amin Bird" is some religious hadiths and narrations. In the
early narrations, it was the Amin Angel, and then in the ninth and tenth centuries
AH, some lexicographers equated "Akhtar" (Star) with the "Amin Angel", and
finally, in the late tenth or early eleventh century AH, the final stage of evolution
occurred and the "Amin Bird" was formed.

Keywords: Amin Bird (Morg-e Amin), Akhtar (Star), Kaff al-Khazhib star (Beta
Cassiopeiae), Persian dictionaries, Iranian culture.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A mythical bird in Persian literature that flies continuously and fulfills people's
wishes. The "Amin Bird" sometimes causes misfortune by responding to the curses
of enemies, and sometimes it becomes a source of happiness by responding to the
blessings of friends. The oldest document in which the phrase "Morg-e Amin" is
used is a verse from the poem Mehr-o vafa by Baqeri Heravi (composed between
996-1012 AH). The "Amin Bird" is rarely mentioned in ancient literature, but in
contemporary literature, after the publication of the poem Morg-e Amin (Amin Bird)
by Nima Yushij in 1951, it has had a greater presence, especially in children's and
young adult literature, as well as in the seventh art (cinema) and the jewelry industry.
There is a difference of opinion among lexicographers regarding the identity of the
"Amin Bird", with some considering it to be a star and others an angel. But who is
right? This research is a search for an answer to this question.

2. Methodology

The research method in this study is descriptive-analytical based on the purpose and
documentary based on data collection. For this purpose, first, by examining some
literary texts and also with the help of available corpuses, evidence of the use of
"Morg-e Amin" in Persian texts was collected. Then, the statements of
lexicographers and other related information were collected by referring to various
Persian and Arabic texts. Subsequently, all the findings were compared, classified,
described and analyzed and the history of the emergence of the ‘Amin Bird’ in
Iranian culture, from the early Islamic period to the contemporary era, was compiled.

3. Results

1. The oldest document in which the phrase "Morg-e Amin" is used is a verse from the
poem "Mehr-o vafa" by Bageri Heravi (composed between 996-1012 AH). The "Amin
Bird" is rarely mentioned in ancient literature, but in contemporary literature, after the
publication of the poem Morg-e Amin (Amin Bird) by Nima Yushij in 1951, it has had
a greater presence.

2. The primary origin of the ‘Amin Bird’ lies in certain religious hadiths and narrations. In
the early narrations, it was the "Amin Angel", and then in the ninth and tenth centuries
AH, some lexicographers equated "Akhtar" (Star) with the "Amin Angel", and finally,
in the late tenth or early eleventh century AH, the final stage of evolution occurred and
the "Amin Bird" was formed.

3. During the transformation of the Amin Angel into "Akhtar" and then into "Amin Bird",
because the process of this transformation was unknown to some lexicographers of the
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mid-twelfth century, they made an error in defining the main entry of "Morq-e Amin"
and mistakenly equated "Morq-e Amin" with the "kaff al-khazib star" (Beta
Cassiopeiae).

4. The "Amin Bird" has had a greater presence in recent years, especially in children's and
young adult literature, as well as in the seventh art (cinema) and the jewelry industry.

5. The "Amin Bird" is a cultural commonality between Iran and Afghanistan, and represents
the long-standing unity of both nations. Even today, the proverb "The Amin Bird is on
the way" is prevalent in both countries.

6. Contemporary dictionaries have repeated the same definition as before, although in some
cases, the authors' inferences from the poem Morg-e Amin by Nima Yushij have also
been added to their definitions.

7. In Shiite popular belief, the "Amin bird" is the remnant of the pigeons that dipped
themselves in the blood of Hussein (AS) on the day of Ashura, and according to some
others, it is the same as the stork.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

“Morqg-e Amin” is a mythical bird in Persian literature that flies continuously and
fulfills people's wishes. The expression "Morg-¢ Amin" was not used in Persian until
the Safavid era. The oldest document in which the phrase "Morg-e Amin" is used is
a verse from the poem Mehr-o vafa by Baqgeri Heravi (composed between 996-1012
AH). The oldest dictionaries including the headword ‘Morq-e Amin’ are Cherdg-e
Heddayat (compiled in 1147 AH) and Mostalahdat al-Sho ‘ara (begun in 1149 AH).
However, the authors of these dictionaries differ in identifying the identity of the
‘Amin Bird’: Ali Khan Arezu considered it the Kaff al-Khazhib star (Beta
Cassiopeiae), while S. M. Varaste regarded it as an angel. But who is right? This
research revealed that the origin of the "Amin Bird" is some religious hadiths and
narrations. In the early narrations, it was the Amin Angel, and then in the ninth and
tenth centuries AH, some lexicographers equated "Akhtar" (Star) with the "Amin
Angel", and finally, in the late tenth or early eleventh century AH, the final stage of
evolution occurred and the "Amin Bird" was formed.
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