New Literary Studies,
Vol 58, No. 2, Summer 2025

R LITERARY STUDIES

‘&"u} = Y."
333»".\\ ‘k“-f-\‘-:hi‘\ .J”'}\‘h ’Si\"“‘ \“‘ (E;}‘ﬁ%{“x -&’é&":‘@?’\’ S7 SRS “

SIS

‘i&\f.m FESS

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22067/j1s.2025.93178.1702 \

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ o352
'

Online ISSN: 2783-252X | Print ISSN: 3060-8171 @..j.-.ﬁ"'

Sources and References of Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani in Tamhidat and Letters

Niloufar Bahramzadeh!
Salman Saket?

Abstract

Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani stands as one of the most remarkable mystics and
intellectuals of the sixth century AH, whose profound and innovative insights have
played a pivotal role in enriching Islamic mysticism and Sufism. Delving into the
sources of his works and writings provides invaluable insights into the intellectual
foundations and origins of his ideas. This study seeks to systematically examine the
sources and references of Qadi Hamadani’s thoughts, aiming to uncover the roots
of his profound reflections as comprehensively as possible. The findings reveal that
Ayn al-Qudat's intellectual heritage extends beyond the works of the Ghazali
brothers and Abu Talib Makki. His sources can be categorized into two distinct
groups: 1. those explicitly referenced in his works, including the writings of Abu
Hamid Ghazal1, Qut al-Quliub by Makki, Risalat al-Adhawiyya, and the sayings and
works of Hallaj and Sahl TustarT; 2. those not directly mentioned but influential,
such as al-Ta ‘arruf by Kalabadhi, Tahdhib al-Asrar by Khargtushi, Haqa'iq al-
Tafsir by Sulami, Sharh al-Ta ‘arruf by Mustamli Bukhari, and Risala Qushayriya
by Abu al-Qasim Qushayri.
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al-Qudat's Letters, Haqa'iq al-Tafsir by Sulami, Tafsir al-Qur'an al-‘Azim by
Tustart, Qit al-Quliub by Abi Talib Makkai.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, a prominent mystic of the sixth century AH, elevated
Islamic mysticism and Sufism through his influential works such as Tamhidat and
his /letters. In his youth, he devoted four full years to studying the writings of
Muhammad Ghazali, which temporarily rescued him from confusion and ignorance.
In addition to Imam Muhammad Ghazali, Ayn al-Qudat held great reverence for Abt
Talib Makki. In the preface to Zubdat al-Haqd'ig, he explicitly states that after
reading Ghazali’s works, he believed he had attained the truth and escaped
misguidance. However, after a period, he once again found himself in a state of
perplexity. According to Ayn al-Qudat, it was Ahmad Ghazali, the younger brother
of Muhammad Ghazali, who ultimately delivered him from the depths of error. Thus,
the Ghazali brothers played a significant role in shaping and refining the intellectual
and spiritual thought of Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani.Nevertheless, the sources of Ayn
al-Qudat’s ideas and philosophical reflections extend beyond the works of the
Ghazali brothers and Abt Talib Makki. This article seeks to answer the following
question: Beyond the works of Muhammad Ghazali, Ahmad Ghazalt, and Qiit al-
Qulib by Abii Talib Makkiwhich Ayn al-Qudat explicitly references in his writings
what other source(s) did he draw upon? The present study is an effort to explore this
question and to identify the intellectual and spiritual sources that informed Ayn al-
Qudat Hamadant’s thought in Tamhidat and his letters.

2. Methodology

This study is based on a descriptive-analytical approach and conducted through
library research methods. In the first stage, the authors meticulously examined
Tamhidat and the letters of Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani. Subsequently, by exploring
mystical texts predating Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, they endeavored to trace the
origins of his intellectual and spiritual thought as thoroughly as possible.

3. Discussion and Conclusion

Although Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani frequently refers to the views and doctrines of
Imam Muhammad Ghazali, Ahmad Ghazali, Hallaj, Sahl Tustari, and Ibn Stna in his
writings and occasionally cites their works close examination of Tamhidat and his
letters reveals that his intellectual sources extend beyond the explicit references he
makes to those influences. In this article, the authors have carefully analyzed the
aforementioned works of Ayn al-Qudat in order to identify and present, as
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comprehensively as possible, the sources and references that shaped his thought.
Broadly speaking, the sources of Ayn al-Qudat can be categorized into two groups:

1. Sources explicitly cited by Ayn al-Qudat.
2. Sources he appears to have drawn upon without directly naming the works or their
authors.

The first group includes the writings of Imam Muhammad Ghazali, Ahmad Ghazali,
and Abu Talib Makki, all of whom are directly mentioned in Ayn al-Qudat’s works
and have been acknowledged by scholars based on his references. Ibn Stna, Hallaj,
and Sahl TustarT are also among the thinkers whose names appear explicitly in his
texts. In matters concerning the afterlife and the states of the human soul therein,
Ayn al-Qudat was influenced by Ibn Stna’s Risalat al-Adhawiyya, which served as
a foundational source for his own metaphysical reflections. His novel interpretation
of the mystical terms ikhlas and kufr shows clear influence from Hall3j, from whom
he also borrowed the concept of a “true essence” underlying all religious traditions.
Furthermore, it appears that Ayn al-Qudat’s views on the “Muhammadan Light” and
his esoteric reading of verse 7 of Siirat Al ‘Imran were shaped by Sahl Tustari’s
Tafsir al-Qur an al- ‘Azim.

The second group comprises works such as al-Ta ‘arruf by Kalabadhi, Tahdhib
al-Asrar by Khargtishi, Haqd 'iq al-Tafsir by Sulami, Sharh al-Ta ‘arruf by Mustamli
Bukhar, and Risala Qushayriya. In defining the mystical concept of zuhd, Ayn al-
Qudat was likely influenced by the words of Shibli as recorded in Kalabadhi’s
Ta ‘arruf. His interpretation of faqr appears to draw from Khargtshi’s Tahdhib al-
Asrar. Moreover, his mystical exegesis of verses 34 of Surat al-Naml, 55 of Sirat
Ya Sin, and 32 of Siirat Fatir as well as his views on the concepts of talab (seeking)
and ‘ishq seem to be influenced by Sulami’s Haqa ‘iq al-Tafsir. In discussing the
notion of “the prayer of the vanquished,” he draws upon Mustamli’s Sharh al-
Ta ‘arruf, and in elaborating the mystical idea of “resistance to habit,” he engages
with themes found in Risala Qushayriya.
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