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Abstract

A significant portion of research on the poetry of Hafez has been devoted to
identifying documents and records surviving from the poet’s lifetime and the
decades immediately following it. Considerable progress has been made in this
area, and due to the sensitivity of Hafez's poetry, nearly all extant documents have
been examined and analyzed. However, previously unpublished poetic sources and
scattered manuscript folios continue to yield new material that must be presented
in comparison with the findings of prior research. It is well established that
documents related to the fame of Hafez’s poetry during his lifetime and shortly
thereafter —particularly across the diverse regions where Persian was present—are
rare. Moreover, the textual variants of the poet’s verses across various sources
(including manuscript copies of the Divan, poetic anthologies, historical texts, and
other materials) are at times so diverse and inconsistent that editing some of the
ghazals is only feasible by accepting the existence of multiple authentic versions.
Another challenge concerns the emergence of falsely attributed or interpolated
ghazals from periods close to Hafez’s own era. On this issue, only the earliest extant
Persian manuscript sources can serve as reliable evidence. This study introduces
several newly discovered sources that contribute new information to existing
knowledge and evaluates their scholarly significance.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

A significant portion of research on the poetry of Hafez has been devoted to
identifying documents and records surviving from the poet’s lifetime and the
decades immediately following it—a field that has witnessed substantial progress in
recent years. Nevertheless, despite extensive investigations such as the invaluable
work of Salim Neysari, who examined fifty ninth-century (A.H.) manuscript copies
of the Divan, previously unknown or unstudied materials continue to surface among
unedited sources and scattered manuscript leaves. These items must be presented
and analyzed in comparison with earlier findings. Documents dating from Hafez’s
lifetime or shortly thereafter are of exceptional importance, as they provide rare,
first-hand information about the early diffusion and reputation of his poetry across
various Persian-speaking regions.

One of the major challenges in Hafez studies lies in the diversity and
inconsistency of textual variants recorded in the multiple existing sources. These
sources—including manuscript copies of the Divan, poetic anthologies (safinas),
historical compilations, and others—often contain conflicting readings to such a
degree that the critical editing of certain ghazals is only feasible by accepting the
existence of multiple authentic versions. Furthermore, the early emergence of
apocryphal or falsely attributed ghazals, a phenomenon traceable to the decades
immediately after Hafez’s death, poses an additional problem that can only be
properly discussed through reference to the earliest extant Persian poetic
manuscripts.

The present study introduces and evaluates four newly discovered documents that
add valuable information to our existing knowledge. Through the close analysis of
these materials, the article sheds new light on the textual history of Hafez’s Divan
and contributes to a more nuanced understanding of the processes of formation,
transmission, and dissemination of his poetry throughout the Islamic world.

Research Findings

The Safina of Tuhfat al-Faqir wa Hadiyat al-Hagqir: The first document is a poetic
anthology compiled in Shiraz during the reign of Shah Shuja‘ al-Muzaffari (r. 759—
786 A.H.). Currently preserved in Shiraz, this manuscript includes three verses from
one of Hafez’s well-known ghazals, explicitly labeled “/i’/-Hafiz.” A comparative
examination reveals several notable textual divergences from later ninth-century
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manuscripts. For instance, the second hemistich of the second verse, which appears
in 32 of the 38 manuscripts examined by Neysari as “mahsil-i zuhd u ‘aql” (“the
fruit of piety and reason”), is recorded here as “mahsil-i ‘ilm u ‘agl” (“the fruit of
knowledge and reason”). This unique variant—alongside similar readings such as
“mahsil-i dars u ‘ilm” found in four other manuscripts—reflects an early stage in
the poem’s evolution. In the second hemistich of the third verse, the phrase “fayz-i
fazl-i Haqq” occurs instead of the later “fayz-i lutf-i i.” Additionally, this safina
contains a quatrain attributed to Hafez in some later sources; however, given its
earlier attestation in two mid-eighth-century poetic collections (including the Jang-
i Lald Isma ‘il, dated 741-742 A.H.), its attribution to Hafez is highly doubtful. This
document thus illustrates how certain poems by other poets gradually came to be
ascribed to Hafez.

Marginalia in a Manuscript of Tasdid al-Qawa ‘id: The second document consists
of marginal notes containing two complete ghazals of Hafez, inscribed on the
opening pages of a manuscript of Mir Sayyid Sharif Jurjant’s Hashiya-yi Tasdid al-
Qawa ‘id ft Sharh Tajrid al-‘Aqa’id. This copy, written by ‘Alf ibn Amir Lilas al-
Andakani in 826 A.H., was produced at the school of Amir Firiizshah in Herat (or
elsewhere in Khurasan). These annotations exemplify the common practice among
students and scribes of recording favored verses in the margins of scholarly works.
A comparison of the textual readings of these two ghazals with early manuscripts
shows that most variants correspond closely with reliable ninth-century witnesses,
though several noteworthy deviations—such as rukh-i khurram (“joyful face”)
instead of dil-i khurram (‘“joyful heart”), and Sulayman-i jahan ast (“the Solomon of
the world”) instead of Sulayman-i zaman ast (“the Solomon of the age”)—align with
minority variants. This finding helps to clarify the early transmission of Hafez’s
poetry in the eastern Persianate world during the early Trmiirid era.

A Manuscript of Nizam1’s Khamsa, Mosque Library of Qom: The third document
is a copy of Nizam1’s Khamsa, dated 841-842 A.H., now preserved in the library of
the Grand Mosque of Qom. In the blank spaces between sections of the text, scattered
notes and verses written in various hands appear. The most significant of these is a
ghazal by Hafez copied on the title page of the Lay/i o Majniin section, accompanied
by the precise date of 20 Rab1‘ al-Thant 844 A.H. This exact dating is of particular
importance, as it provides a concrete temporal marker for the circulation of this
ghazal in central Iran, roughly fifty years after the poet’s death.
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Poetic Notes at the End of Sa‘di’s Kulliyat: The fourth document consists of
poetic annotations at the end of a manuscript of Sa‘di’s Kulliyat, dated 802 A.H. and
held in the private collection of Dr. Asghar Mahdavi. Among these marginal notes
appears a poem attributed to Hafez, likely copied in Anatolia in the mid-ninth
century A.H. This evidence supports the early dissemination of Hafez’s poetry in the
Anatolian region and opens new paths for future research.

Conclusion and Discussion

By introducing and analyzing four newly discovered documents, this article
contributes to the expanding corpus of material evidence relevant to Hafez studies.
These manuscripts—especially those with precise dates and provenances—offer
tangible testimony to the dynamic textual history of Hafez’s poetry from his lifetime
through the mid-ninth century A.H. They enrich our understanding of the variations
found in his ghazals and the field of Hafez studies. The study thus serves as a call to
action for scholars to continue seeking hidden documents and re-examining extant
manuscripts, for even a few additional verses may significantly reshape our
understanding of the independent textual histories of Hafez’s poems.
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