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Abstract

Abstract

The text Nuzhat al-'Uqul fi Lata'if al-Fusul is among the technical texts of which
only a single manuscript remains. This text is by an author named Abu Taher
Mohammad ibn Mohammad Yahya al-Aufi and can be approximately dated to
around the 7th century AH (13th century CE). Its only extant manuscript is
preserved in the Ayatollah Mar'ashi Library under number 9084. In the critical
edition of Nuzhat al-'Uqul fi Lata'if al-Fusul prepared by Iraj Afshar and Javad
Bashari, an anecdote in the thirty-ninth chapter of the book is mentioned in an
incomplete and jumbled manner; its beginning and end are missing, and some
sentences are also omitted in the middle. Examination of the original manuscript
reveals that the primary text is entirely coherent, and the existing problems are
solely due to errors in the editing and publication process. By providing
bibliographical evidence, including an image of the relevant page and a precise
textual collation, this article presents a complete correction of this anecdote and
resolves the contradictions found in the printed edition.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Abu Taher Mohammad ibn Mohammad Yahya al-Aufi compiled a work consisting
of an introduction and forty chapters, each dedicated to a distinct moral and mystical
theme. He adorned the commencement of each chapter with verses from the Holy
Quran and traditions from the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), titling this composition
"Nuzhat al-'Uqul fi Lata'if al-Fusul". (see: al-Aufi, 1390 SH: 3). Each chapter of the
text addresses a topic in Islamic ethics and mysticism (Irfan), followed by one or
more anecdotes appropriate to that topic. Within these anecdotes, there are verses
from poets (mostly dating back to before the 7th century AH/13th century CE) which
are cited anonymously. This book is not dedicated to any specific patron. Its author
states in the introduction: "Although some holders of worldly positions wanted the
introduction of this book to be adorned with their name, since the overall purpose
was the pleasure of God and the treasures of His grace are infinite, I did not name
this collection after any created being." (al-Aufi, 1390 SH: 3-4).

As mentioned, only one manuscript of Nuzhat al-'Uqulis known to exist.
References to this manuscript, held in the Ayatollah Mar'ashi Najafi Library, can be
found in Fihristgan-e Nuskhaha-ye Khatti-ye Iran (see: Derayati, 1390 SH:
33/307), Fihristvara-ye Dastneveshtha-ye Iran (see: Derayati, 1389 SH: 10/652),
and Fihristvara-ye Ketabha-ye Farsi(see: Monzavi, 1381 SH: 6/658-659). In the
library's catalog, this book has been listed under the author name "al-Oumi", which is
a result of an obscuring stain over the author's name in the manuscript. This damage
has also led to the author being recorded as "Oumi" in the Fanakha and Dena databases
and as "al-Oumi" in Fihristvara-ye Ketabha-ye Farsi.

2. Research Method

This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, relying on
library studies. Accordingly, the correction and re-reading of the incomplete
anecdote in the text were carried out by comparing the printed text of the
book Nuzhat al-'Uqul fi Lata'if al-Fusul with its manuscript.

3. Findings
The present study, through the examination and collation of the manuscript and the
printed text of Nuzhat al-'Uqul fi Lata'if al-Fusul, found that the errors in the printed

text were not due to the illegibility of the manuscript but resulted from oversights
during the editing and publication process. The anecdote in question is mentioned in
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its entirety and legibly on folios (See: Manuscript number 9084: 159- 160), and its
correct edition is presented in this brief research.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

"Nuzhat al-'Uqul fi Lata'if al-Fusul" is considered a technical text of which only a
single (unique) manuscript remains. This work was authored by Abu Tahir
Muhammad bin Muhammad Yahya al-'Aufi, and its composition can be
approximately attributed to the 7th century AH. The sole surviving manuscript of
this book, numbered 9084, is preserved in the Ayatollah Mar'ashi Library.

Chapter Thirty-Nine of this work, under the title "Fi al-Riya" (On Hypocrisy)
contains two short Anecdotes. In the existing edition of the text, the first Anecdote
is presented completely and free of any defects; however, the second Anecdote
suffers from several deficiencies: firstly, it lacks an introductory section and begins
with an incomplete sentence; secondly, in the middle of the Anecdote, we encounter
fragmented and disconnected sentences.

Examination of the manuscript confirms that the original text was entirely
coherent, and the aforementioned problems stem solely from errors in the editing
and publication process. The present article, by providing codicological evidence
(including an image of the relevant page and a precise textual comparison), offers a
comprehensive correction of this Anecdote and has rectified the defects of the
printed edition. The present study addresses the reading and correction of the
aforementioned Anecdote in the cited manuscript, which has suffered significant
textual damage in the printed version of the work. This Anecdote, which appears
under Chapter Thirty-Nine in the critique of hypocrisy, has been analyzed relying
solely on its unique manuscript. Investigations conducted in this research indicate
that the deficiencies of the printed text are not due to the illegibility of the
manuscript, but are the result of oversights during the editing and publication
process. The present study, in addition to providing an image of the relevant folios
of the manuscript, reconstructs the original and corrected version of this Anecdote.
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