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Abstract

Before the discovery of the unique manuscript of ‘Azod Sarraf’s divan, his poetry,
including his versified Sindbadnameh, was attributed to ‘Azod Yazdi. His
independent identity also remained unknown. It is now established that ‘Azod
Sarraf was a later poet than ‘Azod Yazdi. He was a contemporary of Hafez and held
an administrative position at the court of the Muzaffarids for years. Their divans
contain mutual remonstrances, implying accusations of plagiarism. The striking
similarities and shared motifs in the poetry of Hafez and ‘Azod Sarraf suggest an
inevitable rivalry and contention between them. It appears that the most prominent
instance of the term modda 7 (claimant) in Hafez’s poetry refers to ‘Azod Sarraf.
The resemblance between ‘Azod and Hafez is not limited to their poetry; both held
official positions in the Muzaffarid administration, their birth and death occurred
within close temporal proximity, and it is highly probable that they were born in the
same city. Examining the life and poetry of ‘Azod Sarraf not only sheds light on a
forgotten poet but also provides valuable insights into Hafez’s standing within the
Muzaffarid court and his literary conflicts with contemporary poets. This study,
through a descriptive-analytical approach and content analysis, explores for the first
time the dimensions of ‘Azod and Hafez’s rivalry as reflected in their verses.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In Parviz Natel Khanlari’s edition of the Divan of Hafez, the word modda T
(“claimant” or “pretender”) appears thirteen times, while modda ‘iyan (“‘claimants”)
except for a single case in which modda 7 functions adjectivally for “physicians,”
the term generally refers to a figure already familiar to the poet and at least some of
his audience. Lexically, modda T denotes one who lays claim, a plaintiff, adversary,
boaster, opponent, rival, or one who pretends to parity with another (Dehkhoda, s.v.
“modda‘T”). Given this semantic range, the question arises whether this recurring
figure in Hafez’s poetry can be identified more precisely.

Certain allusions in Hafez’s poems indicate that by modda ‘iyan he means some
of his contemporary poets. In one verse, the point of contention between Hafez and
these rivals is introduced as “rendaneh poetry” (“libertine” or “antinomian” poetry).
Elsewhere, the subject of rivalry between Hafez and the modda T is eloquence
(fasahat), which clearly pertains to the craft of poetic composition—the very art in
which the rival possesses no genuine skill, while remaining oblivious to his own
inadequacy. In another poem, Hafez explicitly describes the modda ‘iyan as his
“colleagues” (hamkaran), and since he speaks there of “discourse” (hadith) and
“imagination” (khiyal), he unmistakably has fellow poets in mind.

Thus, through his deliberate use of the word modda 7, Hafez either brands the
person in question as a false claimant to poetic talent or rejects that poet’s pretension
of superiority over his own verse. It is equally possible that the rival poet had accused
Hafez of plagiarism or appropriation of wording and meaning. Literary history
furnishes numerous examples of such disputes and rivalries among contemporary
poets. The question remains, however: who were these poetic “claimants” and
“colleagues” to whom Hafez refers?

Methodology

One of the clearest instances of the modda ‘iyan in Hafez’s poetry is ‘Azod Sarraf.
Using content analysis within a descriptive-analytical framework, the present study
examines extant evidence in the poetry of Hafez and ‘Azod Sarraf in order to
elucidate the dimensions of rivalry and antagonism between these two contemporary
poets.
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Findings

Prior to the discovery of what appears to be the unique surviving manuscript of the
Divan of ‘Azod Sarraf in the ‘Aref Hekmat Library (located within the King
Abdulaziz Library in Medina), virtually no information about this poet was
available. Because his poetic pen name (takhallos), “‘Azod,” was identical to that of
Sayyed ‘Azod Yazdi (the father of Jalal “Azod), the two poets were frequently
conflated. The author of Kholasat al-Ash‘ar va Zobdat al-Afkar merged his
biography with that of ‘Azod Yazdi and mistakenly attributed the profession of

‘Azod Sarraf:

“In Munes al-Ahrar, the name of Sayyed ‘Azod appears everywhere as
‘Sayyed ‘Azod al-Yazdi,” whereas in one miscellany, preserved on
microfilm no. F267 in the Central Library of the University, his name
appears as ‘Sayyed ‘Azod Sarraf.” I do not suppose that this Sayyed ‘Azod
Sarraf, who is listed in that miscellany among other ghazal poets of the

With the valuable information now available about ‘Azod, we know that
significant similarities existed between him and Hafez. The principal points of
resemblance are as follows:

- Their dates of birth were probably close to one another.

- Their dates of death also seem to have been close.

- Both were natives of Shiraz.

- Both were poets.

- Both held bureaucratic or chancery positions.

- Both shared the same patrons, including Shah Abu Eshaq Inju, Shah Shoja“
Mozaffari, Sultan Oveys Jalayer, Shah Yahya Mozaffari, and Shah Mansur
Mozaffari.

Apart from artistic stature, these similarities corroborate previous assertions
concerning Hafez’s employment in governmental and bureaucratic offices and
demonstrate that such service was not unique to him. This comparable social position
could naturally provide grounds for rivalry and conflict. As noted earlier, Hafez
expresses concern that the “counterfeiter of the city” (qallab-e shahr)—that is, the
“money-changer” (sarrdf)—might appropriate his “ruby-like subtleties” under his
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own name. The author of Sharaf-nameh-ye Monirt identifies this “counterfeiter of
the city” as Sayyed ‘Azod Sarraf.

Moreover, in the same ghazal, Hafez compares his own position vis-a-vis his rival
colleagues to that of a brocade-weaver (zardiiz) in contrast to a mat-weaver
(bariyabaf). Significantly, ‘Azod Sarraf composed a poem in the same meter and
rhyme as Hafez’s ghazal, in which he likens the product of the “base and ignoble
temperament of the babbling envious man” to a worthless coarse fabric (pelas)
devoid of value when compared to his own refined “hair-cloth” (sha ). He further
insists that the rival’s “merchandise” consists merely of counterfeit gold, the falsity
of which no one can discern better than a sarraf—that is, himself. Clearly, ‘Azod
was angered by Hafez’s accusation that he was a counterfeiter and thief of precious
poetic subtleties. He responds by admonishing Hafez to recognize his true station
and to realize that, contrary to his claim of being a brocade-weaver, he is nothing
more than a weaver of coarse cloth.

Discussion and Conclusion

Hafez and ‘Azod Sarraf were two contemporary poets from the same city, both
employed in the bureaucratic administration of the Muzaffarid court. Their births
and deaths likewise occurred within a relatively close span of time. The affinities
between their poems—in diction, imagery, themes, and motifs—are remarkably
extensive. Although Hafez’s Divan shares certain commonalities with the poetry of
other poets, these similarities are more numerous in relation to the poetry of ‘Azod
Sarraf than to any other contemporary poet.

These close correspondences led both poets to accuse one another of literary
appropriation (entekal). This dispute is reflected in the poetry of both Hafez and
‘Azod. In several of his poems, Hafez directs veiled criticisms at certain
contemporary poets, referring to them collectively as modda ‘iyan (“claimants” or
“pretenders”). The present study argues that ‘Azod Sarraf was, in all probability, the
foremost example of these “claimant colleagues.” Conversely, ‘Azod’s poetry also
contains insinuations and accusations directed against Hafez.

These poetic rivalries yield valuable information regarding the fluctuations of
Hafez’s bureaucratic career and the competition among power factions within the
Muzaffarid court. Furthermore, a closer understanding of ‘Azod Sarraf, together with
careful reflection on his poetry and life, demonstrates that Hafez’s engagement in
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governmental service was neither unique nor implausible. Through this perspective,
new avenues are opened for understanding the personality, life, and poetry of Hafez.
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