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Abstract

Myths—narrative symbols and culturally shaped images—serve as rich reservoirs
of metaphors, patterns, and cultural archetypes that expand the semantic and
rhetorical layers of literary works. They offer poets the opportunity to bridge past
and present, inviting readers on a journey through time and culture. Throughout the
history of Persian poetry, these cultural elements have been widely reflected and
have played a significant role in imagery and thematic development. In
contemporary Afghan poetry as well, myth has appeared with diverse roles and
functions; poets, each through their own approaches, have drawn upon mythic
concepts to enrich and regenerate meaning. Accordingly, this study seeks—based
on library sources and through a descriptive-analytical method—to examine how
the pioneers of Afghan Romantic poetry employ mythological elements in their
works. The findings indicate that the reflection of myth in Afghan Romantic poetry
not only revitalizes and strengthens national—cultural identity but also fulfills
various functions such as model-making, sociopolitical critique, creating continuity
between past and present, reinforcing semantic and rhetorical depth, expressing
abstract concepts, evoking nostalgic emotions, and articulating mystical and
aesthetic ideas.
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Extended Abstract

Myths—mnarrative symbols and culturally shaped images—serve as rich reservoirs of
metaphors, patterns, and cultural archetypes that expand the semantic and rhetorical
layers of literary works. They offer poets the opportunity to bridge past and present,
inviting readers on a journey through time and culture. Throughout the history of
Persian poetry, these cultural elements have been widely reflected and have played
a significant role in imagery and thematic development. In contemporary Afghan
poetry as well, myth has appeared with diverse roles and functions; poets, each
through their own approaches, have drawn upon mythic concepts to enrich and
regenerate meaning. Accordingly, this study seeks—based on library sources and
through a descriptive-analytical method—to examine how the pioneers of Afghan
Romantic poetry employ mythological elements in their works. The findings indicate
that the reflection of myth in Afghan Romantic poetry not only revitalizes and
strengthens national—cultural identity but also fulfills various functions such as
model-making, sociopolitical critique, creating continuity between past and present,
reinforcing semantic and rhetorical depth, expressing abstract concepts, evoking
nostalgic emotions, and articulating mystical and aesthetic ideas.

1. Introduction

Romanticism, emphasizing individual emotions and the depiction of the past and
nature, is an artistic and literary movement prominently influencing visual arts,
music, and literature. Within its aesthetic framework, certain elements notably
fostered the development of lyrical poetry, among which imagination stands out as
a creative and transformative force central to artistic creation. Consequently,
Romanticism regarded intense emotions as authentic sources of aesthetic experience,
focusing on sentiments such as fear and wonder, and inspiring remarkable works
when encountering sublime beauty and the beauty of nature (Forest, 1996, p. 80).

In modern Afghan literature, the inclination toward Romanticism emerged
alongside literary modernism during the Second Constitutional Era amid the socio-
political reforms of King Amanullah Khan (1919). Significant translations of French
Romantic works into Persian—Dari appeared, and modern storytelling gained
prominence. Publications such as Aman-e Afghan, Ershad al-Neswan, and Etefag-e
Islam promoted Romanticism, introduced new literary concepts, and provided a
foundation for its growth in Afghanistan, inspiring many poets through modernist
ideas (Daneshgar et al., 2022, p. 27).
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Globally, the Romantic movement is approached through emotional-lyrical and
social dimensions. Similarly, in modern Afghan literature, Romantic-inclined poets
produced works reflecting both aspects. Drawing on linguistic, intellectual, and
thematic elements of this orientation, they composed captivating verses, displayed a
strong interest in imaginative and dreamlike imagery, and extensively incorporated
national and global myths in their poetry.

2. Methodology

This study is based on library sources and employs a descriptive—analytical method
to examine and analyze the role and function of mythological reflection in Afghan
Romantic poetry. Its aim is to clarify how Romantic poets in Afghanistan utilize the
diverse capacities of myth in creating poetic imagery and developing thematic
compositions.

3. Results

The findings of this study demonstrate that the reflection of myth in Afghan
Romantic poetry is not merely an artistic device but a cognitive, cultural, emotional,
and aesthetic mechanism enriching poetic experience. Analysis of the works of
Raziq Faani, Khalida Foriigh, Layla Sarahat -Roshani, and Abdul Hai Aryanpur
shows that Afghan Romantic poets, through the symbolic, narrative, and archetypal
capacities of myth, establish a dynamic connection between past and present,
recreating human emotions and ideas via powerful, multilayered imagery.

Myths and figures such as Rostam, Zal, Siavash, Kaveh, Zahhak, the Simurgh,
the Seven Labors, Tahmineh, Farangis, Prometheus, Ahriman, Venus, dragons, the
Great Mother, and the savior archetype serve distinct functions. These include moral
and cultural role modeling, socio-political critique, emotional representation,
evocation of nostalgia, articulation of collective suffering, reinforcement of cultural
identity, expression of mystical concepts, and enhancement of aesthetic effect.

Among these elements, Rostam, Zal, Ahriman, and the Seven Labors appear most
frequently, conveying resistance, heroism, wisdom, struggle against evil, endurance,
and pursuit of liberation. Overall, myth in Afghan Romantic poetry functions not as
decoration but as a fundamental structure for meaning production, social critique,
and a renewed poetic language capable of expressing the pain, aspirations, and
dreams of the Afghan people.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study, titled “Revisiting the Role and Function of Mythological
Reflection in the Works of Four Prominent Romantic Poets of Afghanistan”, indicate
that the revitalization of myth in Afghan Romantic poetry not only reinforces
national and cultural identity but also fulfills significant roles and functions,
including model-building, socio-political critique, cultural identity revival, linking
past and present, enhancing semantic and rhetorical depth, illustrating abstract
concepts, and conveying nostalgic, mystical, and aesthetic meanings.

In Afghan Romantic poetry, numerous mythological and epic elements—such as
Zal, Sohrab, Rostam, Kay Kavus, Kay Khosrow, Siyavos, Kaveh, Zahhak,
Tahmineh, Farangis, Prometheus, Ahriman, Venus, dragon, demon, Soroush, the
Simurgh, the mother-goddess archetype, the Seven Labors, and the savior
archetype—are employed through rhetorical devices including symbol, metaphor,
allusion, simile, mora‘at-al-nazir, analogy, and metonymy within the structure of
Romantic poetry. Among these, Rostam, Zal, Ahriman, and the Seven Labors occur
most frequently and convey specific semantic implications.

Rostam in Afghan Romantic poetry symbolizes heroism, patriotism, and
resistance against oppression, representing cultural and historical identity, the poets’
idealism in seeking moral and courageous models, and the individual’s inner struggle
between duty and emotion in the search for meaning.

Zal appears as a symbol of wisdom, self-awareness, knowledge, and cultural
refinement and, alongside Rostam’s heroism, functions as a source of ethical and
humanistic values, embodying perseverance, moral continuity across generations,
and the search for individual and collective identity, while emphasizing rational
responses to socio-cultural challenges and the importance of education and moral
upbringing.

The Seven Labors (Haft-Khan) embody the struggle against personal and societal
challenges, symbolizing the pursuit of perfection, freedom, and identity renewal
amid Afghanistan’s social, cultural, and political crises. Ahriman symbolizes evil
and corruption, representing both external antagonism and internal moral decay,
illustrating the conflict between good and evil, and inspiring resistance against
injustice and oppression.

Keywords: Myth, Afghan Romantic Poetry; Cultural Elements; National Identity;
Raziq Faani; Khalida Fortigh; Layla Sarahat; Abdul Hai Aryanpur..
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