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Abstract

The central question of this study concerns the status and evolution of literary-
historical articles published in The Journal of the Faculty of Letters and
Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad from its inception in 1965 to 2024.
To address this question, and based on a descriptive—analytical method, the study
first examines the journal’s management structure. The editor-in-chief, managing
director, and editorial board are identified as the key policy-makers who determine
the journal’s intellectual orientation. In the second part, the periods of the journal’s
publication are classified according to extra-textual factors and internal institutional
changes. With some flexibility, each decade within the examined timeframe may
be regarded as one period. This section demonstrates the frequency and distribution
of literary-historical articles within each period. The next issue investigated is the
methodological approaches adopted by the authors of these articles. Seven main
approaches are identified: documentary—descriptive, documentary—analytical,
comparative, generic, discourse-analytic, theoretical, and reception-based literary
historiography. The study further explores the thematic domains in which the
authors have addressed literary-historical questions. Nine principal domains have
been identified: biographical, epic, mystical, extra-textual studies, typology,
comparative studies, tazkira research, modern literature, folk literature, and
theorization. Finally, the study evaluates changes in the degree of scholarly
attention devoted to these domains across the examined decades.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Since the publication of the first issue of the Journal of the Faculty of Letters and
Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad in 1965 (1344 SH), sixty years have
passed—years profoundly marked by social, political, and intellectual
transformations that have inevitably shaped the theoretical and methodological
landscape of literary scholarship in Iran. These contextual changes have altered both
the quantity and quality of research produced within academic journals. The present
study seeks to explore how, within this long trajectory, literary-historical articles—
defined as studies approaching literature through historical lenses and contexts—
have evolved in the journal now known as New Literary Studies. The central research
question asks: What has been the status and transformation of literary-historical
articles in this publication from its inception to 2024, both quantitatively and
qualitatively?

The investigation also examines secondary but interrelated questions: How have
editorial policies and institutional settings influenced the frequency and subjects of
such articles? What research approaches and theoretical standpoints have scholars
adopted? And in what thematic domains have their studies been concentrated?
Because the Journal of the Faculty of Letters and Humanities is among the oldest
and most academically prestigious Iranian journals in literary studies, and because
its editorial boards have consistently consisted of leading academics, this analysis
considers the journal a representative microcosm of Iran’s scholarly elite in literary
research. Consequently, the patterns identified are interpreted as symptomatic of
broader intellectual developments in Iranian literary historiography.

2. Methodology

The study employs a descriptive—analytical method, combining quantitative
bibliometric mapping with qualitative content analysis. All issues of the journal—
from its first volume in 1344 SH to issue no. 227 (Winter 1403 SH)—were manually
examined. Each article with a demonstrable historical approach to literature—
whether focused on an author, a genre, a literary movement, or external
socio-cultural determinants affecting literary creation—was extracted and
categorized.

Three principal variables guided the analysis: (1) editorial management and
institutional changes, (2) writers’ methodological orientation, and (3) the thematic
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area of literary-historical inquiry. The publication trajectory was periodized into
seven historical phases, generally aligned with Iranian social and scholarly epochs:
the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 2000s, 2010s, and the initial years of the 2020s.
Quantitative frequencies of historical articles in each phase were recorded to trace
diachronic fluctuations, while qualitative trends in research orientation and subject
matter were interpreted using discourse-historical reading.

Particular attention was also paid to editorial leadership—managing editors,
chief editors, and members of the editorial board—whose intellectual inclinations
are assumed to have influenced the journal’s thematic and methodological directions.
By incorporating managerial chronology, the study connects extra-textual factors
(administrative and ideological) with the inner dynamics of scholarly production,
following an integrated historiographic model that treats the journal’s evolution as
both institutionally and discursively conditioned.

3. Discussion

The findings reveal seven discernible periods, each marked by specific editorial and
intellectual characteristics.

Phase 1 (1965-1969) represents the journal’s formative years, when literary
historiography adhered to the traditional, text-centered, and descriptive paradigms
inherited from pioneers such as Forouzanfar and Eghbal-Ashtiyani. Despite being
organizationally new, the high frequency of literary-historical pieces (39 in total)
illustrates the vitality of historical perspectives in Iranian philology at that time.

Phase II (1970-1977) sustains similar tendencies, though gradually incorporating
comparative and biographical essays influenced by academic contacts with Western
scholarship, particularly under editors such as Zarrinkoob and Hadidi.

Phase III (1980s) corresponds with the revolutionary and wartime era, during which
the publication temporarily declined and literary-historical writing sharply
decreased (only eight articles). The dominant intellectual discourse shifted toward
ideological and religious themes, rendering historical contextualization of literature
less relevant to the politico-academic climate.

Phase IV (1990s) marks a revival facilitated by the post-war cultural reconstruction.
Translation movements and methodological borrowing from Western humanities
introduced notions of theory and comparative analysis; consequently, the number
of historical articles increased, showing a balanced diversification of subjects—epic
and mystical literature becoming central foci.

Phase V (2000s) brought both expansion and saturation. Editorial transparency
improved—the names of editors and board members were explicitly announced—
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and the journal reached the highest frequency of literary-historical studies
(44 articles). The decade also witnessed thematic broadening: issues of modem
literature, biography, intertextuality, and external sociocultural variables gained
scholarly visibility. Nevertheless, the emergence of bureaucratic pressures for
publication as an administrative necessity gradually transformed research motives
from intellectual curiosity to institutional compulsion.

Phase VI (2010s) represents specialization—the journal was renamed
Jostarha-ye Adabi (Literary Inquiries) and became the official outlet of the
Department of Persian Language and Literature. Despite improving scholarly
standards and international collaborations, the phenomenon of “article
manufacturing” and the inflation of graduate publications led to uneven quality. The
most frequent methodological trends were documentary-descriptive and
documentary-analytical, while advanced theoretical approaches (genre theory,
discourse analysis, reception theory) remained marginal.

Phase VII (2020-2024) indicates both continuities and emerging challenges.
Quantitatively, nineteen literary-historical papers were published in three years,
suggesting the sustained relevance of historical perspectives amid the growing turn
toward digital humanities. Qualitatively, themes of epic, mystical, folk, and
genre-based historiography prevailed, demonstrating persistent attachment to
classical literature. Conversely, the area of contemporary literature declined for
two consecutive periods, implying a reorientation of New Literary Studies toward
classical rather than modern Iranian literary heritage.

Across all periods, seven methodological orientations were identified: (1)
documentary—descriptive, (2) documentary—analytical, (3) comparative, (4)
genre-historical, (5) discourse-analytic, (6) theoretical, and (7) reception-historical.
The first two dominate overwhelmingly (together exceeding 70% of all samples). In
terms of subject matter, ten thematic domains prevailed—biographical, epic,
mystical, socio-cultural/extratextual inquiry, typological studies, comparative
analysis, tazkira research, modern literature, folk literature, and theoretical
historiography—with the first five forming the stable nucleus of Iranian
literary-historical study.

These data collectively illustrate the movement of literary historiography in Iran
from philological traditionalism toward methodological pluralism, though not yet
reaching theoretical innovation. The persistence of descriptive and biographical
modes alongside slow incorporation of analytic and comparative frameworks
signifies both the endurance and limitations of Iranian literary-historical
consciousness.
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4. Conclusion

The sixty-year trajectory of literary-historical articles in the Journal of New Literary
Studies reflects the intertwined evolution of Iranian academic culture, editorial
policy, and historical consciousness within literary research. Quantitatively, peaks
in the 1970s, 2000s, and 2010s correspond to eras of institutional stabilization and
scholarly openness; troughs in the 1980s and early 1990s coincide with political
turbulence and paradigm displacement. Qualitatively, while the journal has
progressively absorbed newer methodologies—comparative criticism, discourse
analysis, and interdisciplinary perspectives—the analytical depth and theoretical
ambition of articles remain limited compared to the breadth of their documentary
scope.

The dominance of descriptive—-documentary modes suggests a continued reliance
on positivist historiography rather than interpretive, theory-driven analysis.
Thematically, literary historians have prioritized classical domains—epic, mystical,
and biographical—while giving less sustained attention to contemporary literature
and popular culture. Yet the recent emergence of genre studies and attention to
extra-textual factors reveals potential for renewal in Iranian literary historiography.

Looking forward, strengthening the theoretical dimension of historical
research—especially integration with genre theory, narrative historiography, and
digital humanities—appears essential. The future of literary-historical inquiry in Iran
depends on reconciling meticulous documentation with conceptual innovation,
thereby transforming the Journal of New Literary Studies from a repository of
academic record into a platform for advancing historiographic theory.
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Abstract

This study examines and compares two treatises—7a'dib al-Rijal and Ma ‘ayib al-
Rijal—both written in response to Ta'dib al-Niswan during the Qajar era. The
primary aim is to identify the anonymous author of 7a'dib al-Rijal and to evaluate
the hypothesis that it was written by Bibi Khanum Astarabadi, the known author of
Maayib al-Rijal. The methodology employs stylistic analysis augmented by
artificial intelligence and natural language processing algorithms across three
levels: lexical, syntactic, and discursive. The findings indicate that, despite certain
similarities in tone and discourse, there are significant differences in authorial
persona, sentiment patterns, and writing style. 7a'dib al-Rijal adopts a calm and
empathetic tone, emphasizing individual reform, whereas Ma ‘ayib al-Rijal exhibits
a critical and protest-oriented tone aimed at broader social reform. Analyses of
hapax legomena and syntactic structures further highlight substantial distinctions.
Although the corpus belongs to a shared genre and discursive tradition, the overall
results reveal two distinct textual worlds and divergent approaches to social
critique. Ultimately, the notable stylistic differences lead to the rejection of the
hypothesis that both treatises were authored by the same individual.

Keywords: Qajar literature; Ta'dib al-Rijal and Ma ‘ayib al-Rijal; stylistics;
stylometry; hidden authorship.

1. M.A. Graduate, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran. (Corresponding Author)

How to cite this article:
Ashiri Livesi. A., & Mehdi. H (2025).Searching for the hidden author: Do Ta'dib al-Rijal and
Ma‘ayib al-Rijal share the same writer?. New Literary Studies, 58(3), 33-67.

9Z0T Atenue( 9z :auIuQ paysIAnd -+ 9707 Arenuef g1 :paidadoy

+ §70T THAY $T :paA1addy

§T0T 19Q0NQ f] :PIsIAGY


https://en.um.ac.ir/
https://jls.um.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://anjomanfarsi.ir/
https://doi.org/10.22067/jls.2026.93153.1701
mailto:ab.ashiri@yahoo.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-3361-2623
mailto:hamedmehdi.official@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1434-3860

New Literary StudiesVol 58, No. 3, Fall 2025 34

Extended Abstract
Introduction

During the Qajar period Persian society experienced major social and cultural
changes especially in gender debates. Advisory treatises emerged that challenged
patriarchal norms. The most controversial was Ta’dib al-Niswan (Admonition of
Women) which provoked responses defending women and criticising male conduct.
Two prominent examples are the anonymous Ta’dib al-Rijal (Admonition of Men)
and Ma‘ayib al-Rijal (Vices of Men) by Bibi Khanum Astarabadi. Both were direct
replies to Ta’dib al-Niswan written amid shifting gender relations under Nasser al-
Din Shah. They tackle similar male vices including gambling opium addiction
infidelity and neglect of family duties while amplifying women’s voices in a male-
dominated literary field and highlighting tension between tradition and calls for
equity.

This study explores whether Ta’dib al-Rijal was also written by Astarabadi based
on their close timing shared female viewpoint and opposition to patriarchal advice.
Earlier observations noted surface similarities in tone and themes but no systematic
stylistic analysis existed. To fill this gap the research uses computational stylometry
employing statistical and machine-learning methods for authorship identification.
Stylometry relies on unconscious linguistic patterns that remain consistent across an
author’s works regardless of topic or genre thus helping resolve anonymous
authorship in historical texts.

The study addresses two key questions: which stylistic features suggest single
authorship and which separate the texts refuting it? By combining digital tools with
close reading, it seeks to advance Persian literary scholarship, show the value of
computational methods for complex historical material and place the treatises in the
wider Qajar gender reform movement where women contested male prescriptive
writing and contributed to early modernist and feminist ideas in Persian prose.

Methodology
A mixed-method approach combined qualitative close reading with quantitative
computational analysis using natural language processing and digital tools alongside
traditional study. The corpus consists of the full texts of Ta’dib al-Rijal and Ma‘ayib
al-Rijal.

Analysis occurred at three levels: lexical (word choice patterns) syntactic
(sentence structure) and discursive (tone and emotion). Preprocessing used Python
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to segment sentences tokenise words and divide texts evenly. Advanced models
generated embeddings for personality sentiment and word pairings with qualitative
checks for themes and tone.

Personality profiling applied Myers-Briggs typology seeking signs of
introversion/ extraversion intuition/ sensing feeling/thinking and judging/perceiving.
Sentiment analysis explored nuances beyond basic polarity such as empathy versus
indignation. Tone mapping identified recurring categories and overlap. Lexically
focus was on unique words (hapax legomena) and their emotional weight.
Syntactically collocations plural forms pronouns and question structures were
examined.

Multiple configurations were tested to build reliability given the small corpus
size. Multi-level integration proved stronger than single dimensions.

Results

The analysis revealed surface similarities but deeper differences. Shared elements
include criticism of male flaws adherence to the advisory genre and frequent use of
bichare (wretched) to express sympathy toward vulnerable women or dependents.

Differences prevail. Ta’dib al-Rijal shows introverted intuitive feeling and
judging traits: self-reflection personal ethics conciliatory tone and focus on inner
moral growth. Ma‘ayib al-Rijal displays extraverted intuitive thinking and judging
features: outward activism logic systemic critique and demands for justice.

Emotional tone diverges: Ta’dib al-Rijal emphasises empathy calm hope
forgiveness and reform via understanding while Ma‘ayib al-Rijal conveys despair
grievance protest and societal accountability. Tonal overlap is limited quiet humility
in the first assertive satire in the second.

Lexically Ta’dib al-Rijal balances positive and negative unique terms stressing
virtues like patience loyalty and comprehension for personal growth. Ma‘ayib al-
Rijal is heavily negative targeting vices such as prostitution oppression deceit and
injustice plus legal terms like law equity and rights. Syntactically both use bichare
compassionately but companions differ innocence guidance redemption in Ta’dib al-
Rijal condemnation in Ma‘ayib al-Rijal. The latter uniquely employs collective
nouns like tayefe for men (distancing) and pluralised pronouns. Questions are logical
and guiding in Ta’dib al-Rijal rhetorical and emphatic in Ma‘ayib al-Rijal.

Tone fluctuations and stylistic markers indicate two distinct authorial voices
despite shared discourse.
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Discussion and Conclusion

Evidence across lexical syntactic and discursive levels rejects shared authorship.
Both works challenge patriarchy and advocate reform yet their styles differ sharply:
Ta’dib al-Rijal seeks reconciliation personal morality and gradual change through
restrained empathetic prose while Ma‘ayib al-Rijal promotes confrontation logic and
structural reform via bold protesting rhetoric.

Profound mismatches in personality emotion and unconscious habits rule out
deliberate variation or imitation. Instead, the treatises reflect complementary strands
of Qajar women’s activism one reflective and harmony-oriented the other assertive
and transformative.

The study demonstrates computational stylometry’s strength for historical
Persian authorship questions where traditional methods falter amid ideological
complexity. It provides new insight into Qajar gender debates revealing diverse early
feminist strategies in prose and supports wider use of digital humanities in non-
Western traditions. Applying the method to larger women’s corpora could further
clarify evolving feminist voices and resistance forms.

Keywords
Qajar-era literature, Ta 'dib al-Rijal, Ma ‘ayib al-Rijal, stylistics, stylometry, hidden
authorship.
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Abstract

This study investigates the semantic layers of dialogue in the novel I Will Turn Off
the Lights and examines their role in representing the transformation of the
protagonist. Based on theoretical definitions, dialogue can be articulated across
three semantic levels. At the first or external level, dialogue functions as a tool for
characterization and plot development. At the second or intermediate level, it
becomes part of the narrative voice, emerging from the communicative pattern
between the implied author and the implied reader. Finally, at the third or
underlying level-—and drawing on Bakhtinian polyphony—dialogue serves as a
medium for the formation of consciousness and thought. This semantic layer
emphasizes the significance of mixed voices (voices that show deference or take a
stance) and composite voices (voices that enter the core of identity). By analyzing
the protagonist’s dialogues across these three semantic levels, the study explores
the character’s evolution and reveals how these layers contribute to a more precise
and dynamic depiction of the protagonist’s transformation. The findings indicate
that dialogue, at all three semantic levels, plays a crucial role in portraying the
protagonist’s development throughout the narrative.

Keywords: [ Will Turn Off the Lights; dialogue; protagonist; implied author;
implied reader; polyphony
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Extended Abstract

The novel I Will Turn Off the Lights by Zoya Pirzad is regarded as one of the
landmark works of contemporary Iranian literature. Through the everyday life of
Clarisse, an Armenian woman in Abadan during the 1960s, the novel portrays female
experience within a specific socioZultural context. At first glance, the narrative
appears simple, employing plain language and routine events. However, this study
demonstrates that such simplicity functions as a narrative veil, concealing deeper
ideological and identityZelated layers. In contrast to common readings that depict
Clarisse as a passive figure resigned to patriarchal norms, the research argues that
she undergoes a gradual and fundamental transformation from silence and passivity
to selfawareness and agency.

The central problem addressed is the tendency of earlier criticism to equate
stylistic simplicity with lack of depth. This paper rejects such interpretations,
showing that simplicity of language and narration is not a weakness but a deliberate
strategy that enables the representation of social, cultural, and personal struggles. In
this way, Pirzad’s novel becomes a multidayered feminist text with significant
potential for literary and cultural analysis. The theoretical framework combines
Mikhail Bakhtin’s concept of polyphony with Robert McKee’s narrative theory.
Dialogue is treated not merely as a device for advancing plot but as a discursive
arena saturated with ideology and worldview. The novelty of the study lies in
introducing two analytical concepts: separative voices, discourses that conflict with
personal identity and provoke resistance; and integrative voices, discourses that
merge into the protagonist’s identity and enable the emergence of a new, active self.

Dialogue is defined here as everything a character expresses to herself, to others,
or to the reader—whether explicitly, implicitly, or even without verbalization,
through meaningful presence in the narrative space. Evidence of the clash of ideas
and beliefs does not merely serve as a tool for advancing the plot but fundamentally
shapes the identity structure of the characters. Explicit dialogues directly engage
with the protagonist’s inner conflicts and guide her toward new choices, while
polyphonic dialogues—especially separative and integrative voices—play a crucial
role in reconstructing identity and leading the character toward deeper
selfZinderstanding and awareness of her environment.

The methodology is qualitative content analysis with purposive sampling of key
dialogues. Selected passages were chosen for their strong alignment with the
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research objectives and for representing three stages of Clarisse’s transformation:
the initial portrayal of passivity, the depiction of inner and outer conflicts, and the
final manifestation of agency and integrated identity. The process involved repeated
readings of the text, identification of dialogues with high interpretive value, coding
of thematic elements, and categorization into explicit and polyphonic layers. Explicit
dialogues were analyzed for their direct reflection of personal dissatisfaction and
social tension, while polyphonic dialogues were examined for their ideological
multiplicity and their role in shaping identity.

This methodological approach allows for a systematic exploration of how
dialogue functions both at the explicit level—through direct exchanges, monologues,
and revelations—and at the polyphonic level, where multiple voices interact, clash,
and coalesce. Emphasis on qualitative analysis demonstrates that even the simplest
exchanges can carry ideological and identityZaden significance, illuminating the
trajectory of character development.

Findings indicate that Clarisse begins as a symbol of female passivity constrained
by traditional norms, but through interaction with multiple voices she gradually
evolves into a selfZaware and active subject. This transformation occurs not at the
surface level but within the deeper, layered structure of the narrative. Explicit
dialogues reveal her initial state and social relations, while polyphonic dialogues
expose the confrontation of conflicting discourses and the redefinition of identity.

Separative voices, such as patriarchal discourse and cultural prejudice, challenge
her conformity and provoke resistance. Integrative voices, including discourses of
independence, spirituality, and solidarity, merge into her identity and enable
empowerment. Through this dynamic interplay, Clarisse evolves from a woman
defined by silence and duty into a subject capable of articulating her own perspective
and asserting her agency.

The results also show that dialogue functions as the central mechanism of
character construction, critique, and transformation. It is not merely a narrative
device but a structural and ideological force that redefines identity. The study
demonstrates that Pirzad’s novel systematically represents the process of women’s
identity transformation, thereby revealing its feminist depth and multicultural
significance.

The discussion highlights the importance of rejecting superficial interpretations
and recognizing the novel’s apparent simplicity as a deliberate strategy. By offering
a new framework for analyzing dialogue, the study provides fresh insight into the
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representation of women in contemporary Iranian literature and proposes a novel
model for character analysis. The feminist depth of the novel is evident on two levels:
first, in its critique of gender roles and emphasis on women’s economic and
emotional independence, linking it to cultural feminism of the second wave; and
second, in its focus on the lived experience of Armenian minority women in Iran,
connecting it to postcolonial feminism of the third wave.

In conclusion, I Will Turn Off the Lights emerges as a rich and multidayered
narrative that, despite its apparent simplicity, reveals profound processes of identity
transformation. Through explicit and polyphonic dialogues, it depicts the
protagonist’s fundamental shift from silence and passivity to awareness and
agency—a process that redefines not only individual identity but also the social and
cultural position of women. The study affirms the novel’s significance for
contemporary literary studies and underscores its relevance for feminist and
multicultural analysis.
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Abstract

The common thread across all arts, and what fundamentally constitutes an artistic
work, lies in the artistic devices—techniques and strategies employed by artists in
their creations. Calligraphy, particularly the Nasta‘liq script, is among the most
traditional Iranian arts, historically intertwined with Persian poetry. Evidence
suggests that many poets were also calligraphers, and vice versa. The proximity
between these two arts extends beyond content, revealing itself in the shared use of
similar artistic devices. Some of the aesthetic strategies in Persian poetry relate to
figures of thought, which enhances coherence through semantic associations and
creates a form of "semantic music." For many of these poetic devices, equivalent
techniques can be found within the Nasta‘liq script. This descriptive-analytical and
comparative study aims to illustrate these similarities despite differences in the
expressive domains of the two arts. The central question is: How do artistic devices
akin to the figures of thought of poetry manifest in Nasta‘liq calligraphy? To
address this, works by prominent calligraphers from various periods and formats,
representing Nasta‘liq, were analyzed. Results indicate that artistic devices similar
to hyperbole, visualization, ambiguity, citation, phonosemantics, and poetic
signature—the essential figures of thought in Persian poetry—are also evident in
Nasta‘liq calligraphy.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

What all the arts share in common—and essentially what brings a work of art into
being—are artistic devices, or in other words, the techniques and strategies that
artists employ in creating their works. The art of calligraphy, and particularly the
Nasta‘liq script, is among the authentic Iranian arts that has always accompanied and
progressed alongside Persian poetry. Historical evidence shows that many poets
were calligraphers and many calligraphers were poets. The closeness of these two
arts is evident not only in terms of content, but also in the use of similar artistic
devices. A portion of the beauty-creating techniques in Persian poetry relates to
semantic rhetorical figures—devices that function on the level of meaning and,
through semantic correspondences and relationships, create greater coherence in
discourse and in fact generate the semantic music of language. Given the strong
literary tradition of Persian poetry and the well-developed sciences of badi’, prosody,
and rhyme, which provide a valuable opportunity for the critique and analysis of
other arts on this basis, this study adopts such an approach. By emphasizing the rich
scholarly background of Persian literary studies in the field of semantic rhetoric, the
present research examines the similarities between the artistic devices employed in
Nasta‘liq calligraphy and those found in Persian poetry. For many of these artistic
devices, analogous techniques can be identified in Nasta‘liq script. The aim of this
research is to demonstrate these similarities despite differences in the expressive
domains of the two arts. The central question is: how do techniques analogous to the
semantic rhetorical figures of poetry manifest themselves in works of Nasta'liq
calligraphy? To this end, works by prominent calligraphers from different periods
and in various formats—selected so as to be representative of Nasta liq script—have
been examined and analyzed. Results indicate that artistic devices similar to
hyperbole, visualization, ambiguity, citation, phonosemantics, and poetic
signature—the essential figures of thought in Persian poetry—are also evident in
Nasta‘liq calligraphy.

Methodology

This research, which in terms of purpose falls within the category of developmental
studies, has been conducted using a descriptive—analytical method with a
comparative approach. Data were collected through library and documentary
research. In the studied corpus, since examples from various poets are presented in
rhetorical treatises without regard to temporal, formal, or other limitations in poetry,
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this research likewise sought to ensure that the selected calligraphic works were not
confined to a specific style, historical period, or format, but rather were generally
representative of Nasta‘liq script. Nevertheless, works by major figures such as Mir
‘Emad from the Safavid period, Mirza Gholam-Reza from the Qajar era, and
Gholam-Hossein Amirkhani from the contemporary period have been used more
extensively than others.

Results

In explaining the similarities between figures of thought in Persian poetry and their
visual equivalents in Nasta ‘liq calligraphy, the figures examined include hyperbole,
visualization, ambiguity, citation, phonosemantics, and poetic signature. hyperbole
involves excess in description; in Nasta‘liq calligraphy, this is sometimes achieved
by writing key words larger or, in accordance with the concept, smaller than usual.
Visualization refers to making an abstract concept concrete and rendering it visually,
and in Nasta'liq calligraphy the calligrapher may, through the visual characteristics
and arrangement of letters and words, create an image related to the meaning. This
technique closely resembles visualization in poetry. In phonosemantics, the aim is
to employ words whose sounds suggest their auditory source; in calligraphy, too, the
form of writing a letter can evoke a sensation appropriate to the meaning of the text
in the viewer.

Ambiguity is the most important device of dual or multiple meaning; it is an
indirect mode of expression in which the mind initially perceives one meaning, but
immediately or after brief reflection discovers a second meaning. Its equivalent in
Nasta‘liq script is most often seen in siyah-mashq compositions: at first encounter,
the viewer’s attention is drawn to the visual beauty of the work, and after reading the
text, pleasure is derived both from its meaning and from the act of discovery. The
rhetorical device of citation, which is common and conventional in poetry, appears
in some calligraphic works—such as panels in which different texts with related
themes are incorporated into a single composition. Takhallus is the poetic signature
of the poet, functioning as a signature and sometimes artfully embedded within the
poem; among calligraphers, takhallus likewise appears through the inclusion of the
calligrapher’s name or a specific phrase, often as an integral part of the work. In the
rhetorical device of letter symbolism, certain letters and words are likened to the
shapes and positions of alphabetic characters. This literary figure in fact reflects the
influence of calligraphy on literature and the close and intimate relationship between
poets and calligraphers.
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Discussion and Conclusion

Based on the analyses and comparisons conducted in this research, it can be
concluded that Nasta‘liq calligraphy and Persian poetry, in addition to sharing
similarities in content, also exhibit numerous commonalities in terms of beauty-
creating techniques or, in other words, in the formal modes of presenting the artwork.
Thus, for many figures of thought in Persian poetry, a visual equivalent can be
identified in Nasta‘liq calligraphy. This finding, beyond the notion of the shared
essence of all arts, can also be understood as the result of the deep connection
between Persian poetry and Nasta'liq script, as well as the close relationships
between Iranian poets and calligraphers over the centuries.
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Abstract

Myths—narrative symbols and culturally shaped images—serve as rich reservoirs
of metaphors, patterns, and cultural archetypes that expand the semantic and
rhetorical layers of literary works. They offer poets the opportunity to bridge past
and present, inviting readers on a journey through time and culture. Throughout the
history of Persian poetry, these cultural elements have been widely reflected and
have played a significant role in imagery and thematic development. In
contemporary Afghan poetry as well, myth has appeared with diverse roles and
functions; poets, each through their own approaches, have drawn upon mythic
concepts to enrich and regenerate meaning. Accordingly, this study seeks—based
on library sources and through a descriptive-analytical method—to examine how
the pioneers of Afghan Romantic poetry employ mythological elements in their
works. The findings indicate that the reflection of myth in Afghan Romantic poetry
not only revitalizes and strengthens national—cultural identity but also fulfills
various functions such as model-making, sociopolitical critique, creating continuity
between past and present, reinforcing semantic and rhetorical depth, expressing
abstract concepts, evoking nostalgic emotions, and articulating mystical and
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Extended Abstract

Myths—mnarrative symbols and culturally shaped images—serve as rich reservoirs of
metaphors, patterns, and cultural archetypes that expand the semantic and rhetorical
layers of literary works. They offer poets the opportunity to bridge past and present,
inviting readers on a journey through time and culture. Throughout the history of
Persian poetry, these cultural elements have been widely reflected and have played
a significant role in imagery and thematic development. In contemporary Afghan
poetry as well, myth has appeared with diverse roles and functions; poets, each
through their own approaches, have drawn upon mythic concepts to enrich and
regenerate meaning. Accordingly, this study seeks—based on library sources and
through a descriptive-analytical method—to examine how the pioneers of Afghan
Romantic poetry employ mythological elements in their works. The findings indicate
that the reflection of myth in Afghan Romantic poetry not only revitalizes and
strengthens national—cultural identity but also fulfills various functions such as
model-making, sociopolitical critique, creating continuity between past and present,
reinforcing semantic and rhetorical depth, expressing abstract concepts, evoking
nostalgic emotions, and articulating mystical and aesthetic ideas.

1. Introduction

Romanticism, emphasizing individual emotions and the depiction of the past and
nature, is an artistic and literary movement prominently influencing visual arts,
music, and literature. Within its aesthetic framework, certain elements notably
fostered the development of lyrical poetry, among which imagination stands out as
a creative and transformative force central to artistic creation. Consequently,
Romanticism regarded intense emotions as authentic sources of aesthetic experience,
focusing on sentiments such as fear and wonder, and inspiring remarkable works
when encountering sublime beauty and the beauty of nature (Forest, 1996, p. 80).

In modern Afghan literature, the inclination toward Romanticism emerged
alongside literary modernism during the Second Constitutional Era amid the socio-
political reforms of King Amanullah Khan (1919). Significant translations of French
Romantic works into Persian—Dari appeared, and modern storytelling gained
prominence. Publications such as Aman-e Afghan, Ershad al-Neswan, and Etefag-e
Islam promoted Romanticism, introduced new literary concepts, and provided a
foundation for its growth in Afghanistan, inspiring many poets through modernist
ideas (Daneshgar et al., 2022, p. 27).
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Globally, the Romantic movement is approached through emotional-lyrical and
social dimensions. Similarly, in modern Afghan literature, Romantic-inclined poets
produced works reflecting both aspects. Drawing on linguistic, intellectual, and
thematic elements of this orientation, they composed captivating verses, displayed a
strong interest in imaginative and dreamlike imagery, and extensively incorporated
national and global myths in their poetry.

2. Methodology

This study is based on library sources and employs a descriptive—analytical method
to examine and analyze the role and function of mythological reflection in Afghan
Romantic poetry. Its aim is to clarify how Romantic poets in Afghanistan utilize the
diverse capacities of myth in creating poetic imagery and developing thematic
compositions.

3. Results

The findings of this study demonstrate that the reflection of myth in Afghan
Romantic poetry is not merely an artistic device but a cognitive, cultural, emotional,
and aesthetic mechanism enriching poetic experience. Analysis of the works of
Raziq Faani, Khalida Foriigh, Layla Sarahat -Roshani, and Abdul Hai Aryanpur
shows that Afghan Romantic poets, through the symbolic, narrative, and archetypal
capacities of myth, establish a dynamic connection between past and present,
recreating human emotions and ideas via powerful, multilayered imagery.

Myths and figures such as Rostam, Zal, Siavash, Kaveh, Zahhak, the Simurgh,
the Seven Labors, Tahmineh, Farangis, Prometheus, Ahriman, Venus, dragons, the
Great Mother, and the savior archetype serve distinct functions. These include moral
and cultural role modeling, socio-political critique, emotional representation,
evocation of nostalgia, articulation of collective suffering, reinforcement of cultural
identity, expression of mystical concepts, and enhancement of aesthetic effect.

Among these elements, Rostam, Zal, Ahriman, and the Seven Labors appear most
frequently, conveying resistance, heroism, wisdom, struggle against evil, endurance,
and pursuit of liberation. Overall, myth in Afghan Romantic poetry functions not as
decoration but as a fundamental structure for meaning production, social critique,
and a renewed poetic language capable of expressing the pain, aspirations, and
dreams of the Afghan people.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study, titled “Revisiting the Role and Function of Mythological
Reflection in the Works of Four Prominent Romantic Poets of Afghanistan”, indicate
that the revitalization of myth in Afghan Romantic poetry not only reinforces
national and cultural identity but also fulfills significant roles and functions,
including model-building, socio-political critique, cultural identity revival, linking
past and present, enhancing semantic and rhetorical depth, illustrating abstract
concepts, and conveying nostalgic, mystical, and aesthetic meanings.

In Afghan Romantic poetry, numerous mythological and epic elements—such as
Zal, Sohrab, Rostam, Kay Kavus, Kay Khosrow, Siyavos, Kaveh, Zahhak,
Tahmineh, Farangis, Prometheus, Ahriman, Venus, dragon, demon, Soroush, the
Simurgh, the mother-goddess archetype, the Seven Labors, and the savior
archetype—are employed through rhetorical devices including symbol, metaphor,
allusion, simile, mora‘at-al-nazir, analogy, and metonymy within the structure of
Romantic poetry. Among these, Rostam, Zal, Ahriman, and the Seven Labors occur
most frequently and convey specific semantic implications.

Rostam in Afghan Romantic poetry symbolizes heroism, patriotism, and
resistance against oppression, representing cultural and historical identity, the poets’
idealism in seeking moral and courageous models, and the individual’s inner struggle
between duty and emotion in the search for meaning.

Zal appears as a symbol of wisdom, self-awareness, knowledge, and cultural
refinement and, alongside Rostam’s heroism, functions as a source of ethical and
humanistic values, embodying perseverance, moral continuity across generations,
and the search for individual and collective identity, while emphasizing rational
responses to socio-cultural challenges and the importance of education and moral
upbringing.

The Seven Labors (Haft-Khan) embody the struggle against personal and societal
challenges, symbolizing the pursuit of perfection, freedom, and identity renewal
amid Afghanistan’s social, cultural, and political crises. Ahriman symbolizes evil
and corruption, representing both external antagonism and internal moral decay,
illustrating the conflict between good and evil, and inspiring resistance against
injustice and oppression.

Keywords: Myth, Afghan Romantic Poetry; Cultural Elements; National Identity;
Raziq Faani; Khalida Fortigh; Layla Sarahat; Abdul Hai Aryanpur..
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Abstract

Focusing on Bijan Najdi’s short story “E ‘tesam al-Saltaneh,” this article examines
the ways in which the author employs the techniques of historiographic metafiction
and magical realism. The central aim is to demonstrate how the convergence of
these two narrative modes—through the use of specific techniques—disrupts
stabilized, authoritative historical narratives and enables a multilayered, critical,
and reflexive rereading of the past; a rereading that liberates history from the
dominance of power-driven discourse and makes room for the voices that have been
marginalized or silenced.

Through a narratological approach, the article analyzes how Najdi challenges the
formal structure of history by using metafictional strategies such as the self-
conscious narrator, nonlinear narration, the personification of objects, and frame-
breaking. Alongside these strategies, the elements of magical realism—including
symbolic dreams, poetic language, metaphorical eroticism, and the fluid interplay
between reality and imagination—construct a narrative world in which the
boundaries among memory, myth, and history gradually dissolve. The synthesis of
these two modes not only releases historical perception from institutionalized and
monologic frameworks but also transforms the reader’s position from passive
recipient to active meaning-maker. The findings show that Najdi approaches history
not as an objective report of events but as a literary and critical act of re-creation—
an act aimed at reviving silenced voices in the collective memory and interrogating
dominant historical narratives.

Keywords: narrative techniques; historiographic metafiction; magical realism;
Bijan Najdi; E ‘tesam al-Saltaneh.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

This research focuses on the story "E'tesam al-Saltaneh" from the collection
"Unfinished Stories" by Bijan Najdi, examining the integration of the two narrative
styles of historical metafiction and magical realism. The main research question is
to demonstrate how this integration disrupts the established, authority-centered
historical narrative and enables a multi-layered, critical, and reflective reading of the
past. In this approach, history is not an objective report of events but a literary and
critical act that, by exposing the mechanisms of representation, helps revive the
silenced voices in collective memory. The significance of this research in the field
of contemporary Persian literary studies lies in showing how postmodern narrative
techniques, alongside magical elements, liberate historical truth from formal,
monophonic frameworks and elevate the reader from a passive position to that of a
meaning-making agent.

Bijan Najdi, as an innovative and deconstructive writer, challenges the formal
structure of history through poetic language, non-linear narrative, personification of
objects, the author's conscious presence in the text, and calculated framework-
breaking. Simultaneously, elements of magical realism—such as symbolic dreams,
demonic possession, bodily metaphors, the grotesque, and the duality of reality and
fantasy—create a narrative world in which the boundaries of memory, myth, and
history gradually dissolve. Narrative examples like deliberately anachronistic
historical references (e.g., mentioning "Sa’di Cinema" within a Qajar-era context),
the palimpsest-like quality of E'tesam's memories and their subsequent rewriting,
and the unfinished ending all show that the text redefines history as an interpretive,
polyphonic discourse.

Research Method

This study adopts a narratological and textual analysis approach, conducting a close
reading of the story "E'tesam al-Saltaneh" and extracting and explaining narrative
techniques related to historical metafiction and magical realism. The theoretical
framework is based on narratology and postmodernism, including narrative self-
reflexivity and exposure of the writing process, polyphony and uncertainty of
meaning, anachronism and non-linear narrative, and the blending of reality and
fantasy.

1 Theoretical Resources: Theoretical perspectives on metafiction and
historiographic fiction, as well as elements of magical realism, are used



155 The Role of Narrative in ...\ Mahbubeh Mohammadi & 3
to explain the relationship between text and history and the function of
surreal elements in an everyday context.

1 Analysis Steps:

1. Extracting Metafictional Techniques: The author's presence in
the text, direct address to the reader, disclosure of the narrative
source (E'tesam's diary), shifts in point of view, and displaying
the mechanics of writing.

2. Identifying Elements of Magical Realism: Symbolic and
prophetic  dreams, demonic possession and  bodily
transformation, the grotesque and exaggerated humor in
describing everyday events.

3. Examining the Interaction of Styles: Analyzing the
juxtaposition and overlap of these two narrative modes at the
levels of language, temporality, characterization, and ending.

1 Limited Comparison: To clarify the position of Najdi's approach,
similar examples in contemporary literature (such as works by Rushdie
and Ravanipour) are referenced to make the integrative model more
comprehensible within the Persian context.

Results

The research results show that "E'tesam al-Saltaneh" is a clear example of the

deliberate integration of historical metafiction and magical realism; an integration

that removes history from its position of authority and transforms it into a field of

interpretation, doubt, and reader participation. The findings, in brief, are:

1

Break from Official Historical Narrative: The text, through narrative
self-awareness, disclosure of sources, and authorial intervention,
questions the validity of historical certainty. Example: Direct address to
the reader to pause and review the story, swearing to fidelity while
admitting to rewriting memories, and portraying the buying and selling
of the diary as a cultural commodity.

Anachronism and Non-linear Narrative: Continuous shifts between
past and present, memory and contemporary narration, disrupt the order
of time and enable a multi-level reading. Example: Suspension between
"I will write later" and the report "years after E'tesam's death," and the
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conscious reference to historically incongruous elements like "Saadi
Cinema" in a Qajar-era setting.

7 Natural Presence of Magical FElements in a Realistic
Context: Dreams, demonic possession, and symbolic bodily
transformations, instead of requiring a suspension of disbelief, become
part of the narrative's internal logic and redefine the reality/fantasy
boundary. Example: Diagnosing "Demoniac" for Her Highness's illness,
dreams under the walnut tree with snake and star motifs, and the image
of Her Highness's "plant-like" cheeks and "wooden" face.

1 Poetic Language, Grotesque, and Defamiliarization: Manipulation of
punctuation, nervous pauses, intense metaphors, and grotesque imagery
turn language into a field of resistance against historical
monophony. Example: "The merciless smell of garlic pickle" alongside
"homemade dentist's liquor" at the mourning table; the accumulation of
"nothing"s and linguistic stutters that dismantle the narrative of certainty.

1 Polyphony and Elevating the Reader's Role: The unfinished ending,
shifts in point of view, and semantic ambiguities invite the reader to
actively participate in creating meaning. Example: The narrative being
left hanging on the verge of watching "the children" and the impossibility
of a definitive conclusion, which becomes dependent on the reader's
choice and interpretation.

1 Critical Recreation of History and Reviving Marginal
Voices: History, as a literary act, brings marginalized voices (women,
the subaltern) into the text and critiques dominant narratives.
Example: The body as another language for history, metaphorical
eroticism and soft violence in the court, and the representation of
collective wounds at the level of metaphors and dreams.

Discussion and Conclusion

The analysis shows that Najdi, by integrating historical metafiction and magical
realism, separates history from the dominance of power discourse and transforms it
into a fluid, polyphonic, and interpretive arena. On one hand, narrative self-
awareness, exposure of the writing process, and anachronism bring the mechanisms
of representation into view and diminish the validity of historical certainty. On the
other hand, dreams, demonic possession, the grotesque, and poetic language activate
the mytho-metaphorical dimension of historical experience so that the buried parts
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of collective memory find a chance to emerge. This aesthetic-critical juxtaposition
transforms the reader from a passive consumer of the narrative into a participatory
agent who must construct meaning among the overlapping layers of document,
memory, fantasy, and myth.

Thus, "E'tesam al-Saltaneh" demonstrates that history in literature is not a fixed,
uniform truth; rather, it is a field of contention between narratives, images, and
voices, where official monophony gives way to narrative polyphony. The theoretical
achievement of this research emphasizes that historical metafiction, by exposing the
constructed nature of the text and displaying the narrative process, provides the
possibility of resistance against authority-centered narratives, while magical realism,
by naturalizing extraordinary elements within the everyday text, calls the linear
narrative of history into question. In summary, Najdi's text, with its unfinished
ending and fragmented language, transforms the boundaries of reality and fantasy,
history and myth, document and narrative, and opens a horizon in which historical
truth is not something to be "found," but "constructed" and always subject to
reinterpretation—a horizon that leads to the revival of silenced voices, the critique
of symbolic violence, and the reader's active participation in the production of
meaning.



4,5

LY

ey

.

\VV—\OVQM«\?'YJ:[\: Y '9) Vi

S g5 i

YYAY-YOYX i Sy il gblis | ¥o$ oAV s glo slls

(293 el 9 (S ,B Qlwld] 3 ol slos S

(8929 & (wlaludlobaieh Gybiuld 185590 dnlllas)

c“t..‘«JL.d_)L.: BN “&M 4 4o

iu..»‘.:& 4.U|g_,\:.>- chJLﬁ Oy

Ol S iy o8ils Sl pole 5 Silosl adSKLsls 1585 (g yomtils )

d‘)‘.’.‘ ‘CJS “f})‘}} a@‘) ‘del r}l&j CJL::)\ PREAE J“JL; C)Lﬁ)lj QL:) U;Jl:‘:“:") Y
O‘J:’.‘ ‘CJS ‘uﬁ")‘)b} alﬁ:&‘) ‘del r}l&j CJL::)\ oA ESls wju CJL::)\ 9 OL’J °JJ§ sl L€

R L SRV INVINNNY

YA/ AN

R

<A L0 T4 AL

0 0[O+ /42 A\


https://www.um.ac.ir/
https://jls.um.ac.ir/
https://anjomanfarsi.ir/
https://doi.org/10.22067/jls.2026.94786.1736
mailto:mahbubeh.mosafer6252@gmail.com
mailto:parsanasab@khu.ac.ir

104 WY-VOY Lo ... 5 (Sdoes @,,m/wztﬁwgu),_a)ubm;bs&b)dmﬁ

Aol .Y
(6ol (63,5595 b &S Wl oS ol o 93l VM:JLS) 5 b bl b Guolae sliads Sl s
(Mao ondls 01 e 6 ca¥otior 5olSTo 5 (5 Salss b Fu b plialsl b ditS o 2l 0y s glails
3 gols O lesil Sl s Z2boeale 5 P T P PP N PP WP IS A PP
Sl Ol 058395 (S i 53 ) (Al polie (Zanly 5 L35 el b g 5ol - SR Sy 3
Cbbs auls) (a0 4 Conmd S llor b o Sms 55 2 S pooglm iy 55b Sy Sl o a8 s s
il ol e ) S 5 |55 (il g 3 6 S3b 4y

Oladon 1 ubans Qmeomy Aile sl y HlSey Sy LS s JoSo JSCo 4y Somn 5 ol BT 5 3
L35 4y okl 55 (5, (ol 2 b 53l el al 03 s Sl 5 3 L S DS L s,
3y 0 53055l @l jolie (SIS L e 5 s o By Slials 5 (sl olss 4 S
gm0l (6 Slie 5 el sl ca¥ikizr (gl 25 (53,80 5 iy 1300 oSS I

S osstr gl Gl ) 4 o4 s [R5 s puolae Sl 53 S 55 ) 58 595 b
585 o8 ol O S0 95 ) ol i 48 55 550 3313 0 60 6 0 B30 5 olsy slas S8 e
b 3B oy ol e ool ey 5 (Fe)b Olialsl b 5,0 L cwadalidlplasely plials s s 05
S 3 i ) Ll ol b S B S 55 Lol s lre 3 55 ESHLhs ] el 503 S (gLl
GplaziS iy 5 Cuglie (gl o) (58 4 (i il 6 Sl (O 53 48 955 o0 e (ke Cany
sl Oy A8

b b o3l oo 5ol8Tos5 (55l ¢ B n0le) (das b Culss s (olas S Sl eslind b o
Ly A g LS s (6 am ¢ Fr 6 2l 4 o I b S 51 5 il 035 0 3L GBS 5 (oliml B s
oS Sl |y a6 omns Sl 0l S Sy Slabi) 5 (S50 s (50l 03,8 305 b ¢ S05 (g5me 3l 5
s (A3 6 S b il Sl 5038

Gl o 3l a3y gts 5 dagl 3 b 3l (S oS ol plmogeds Lo ¢ gyl ol



OFF 50l) ppm bl oitin 5 ooy S (2 19 (518 i \$e

41 S8 aplesiS ¢ g 53l iy 5 P 6 Slislsl 3 ol b 6,85 adalillpbazel lids 53 Sl )
fAiS o M
b ol (2 Ak gl s b 0L o 0l @STo s (55l sz ¢ alss Sl K 4 3 (g 3 Y
£3,50 0
Gl pl 5SS S 3 ¢ aun Sy il w)ﬁg}{ﬁc&w;;);uu)}idl St (63,58 55k ot )
5 oy Sl o o SB35 803 (Gamw 3l 5 e gl 3 phems S5 SS IS 55 2l
0l Jlad Sl 5 Jals (SlaglaziS s 5> Cunslie (5l (5 e 0y ol ¢ 35 5 i Ol 0 248

e POlld 9 (205 .Y
il Ol 3 pho s g 503rl3 53 (S5 Ls 5 55l 55 (Slo g 31 0l oe L OFVEYY 0) (Gulosi (5
Ll 0S5 ) SIS oy gy e el by 5 e b slap b ol b &S Sl 5
Godl5 31 3L B0 en 3 ajuss 5 pledl Qapinls wileds 33 e s oS IS5 (slapdsas s
Az BT 53 ¢y ey 5 Lo b (slas S GBY
ST b Oladen a8 loyss 335 o3k \WF das S5l 4 o glapliands 3| (S SIS
83 7S ysbas 147+ das ) (o ko) C}Ua..a\ iyl &S 4 235 Ol Sl 5o (o ke oy Clo
b (5o ST olSTob g 5im30ls oo ol oYY o OV AT woil) 42 gl sl 45
S oo S g ol (g (6 Sl 53 |y 51 oSGl 4 (6 ol Sl ler sl (6 a5 DY g
SR 38 ¢ 33 2T (L) (SexIli 3l ployen S0 b oded oo (o
SIS o> dslhy i 5 okimie 8 Sl (g salr ey pllodir (e B (Sl

P AYAA :M) .L’LSL;@ uﬂl{ “ \) \:*'-.'.‘)) E.L.f«;.:wf'“ Lgl.h)l.’b-l.w ASJ».SJ d)a- ((dJ‘J.cLi: (,..»:JLoJé))

BalCombaS Sby e s S8 5 dlen sl Bleli ol 3l Slie o Sliuls o)

0 2B 2 sed 5 e () s mlias gamme HLASI L 35 (e (5 S5l



V2 WY-VOY Lo ... 5 (Sdoes @,,m/wztﬁ,«guﬂﬁjubmsp&wdmﬁ

das god Caasy | O aenipl b o ol K51 Ol aen ol L ailsng, [ OF aenpl L Lo

(T3 50 s S i ol 6
besil pdaillanml s o (gl Sy il 5 a5 0 O 53 4SS o I3 o] 5 (ol Sle
5l el g sdor S gaied 5 o 1 ol 3l (6 xSese b sl (slagbiads 55 ol pl 355 o0
S o Gl a1y Jals (slaal s o8 AS e 3 L sb s aNa als)

S35 s dy il o35S Glagyliaslsn a8 355 oo 5315k B 53 4555 s S 53 0l clisly e 5o

3 e e oS s STl aom g 1S o ST 5 ey Aske shae y5tte slagbds 4 G ey
S 25 Gl (G 1y Salyy oo (TF .o AT welul) (ol gloy 5 6658 Glaals S te
S olabine il b 531y olius yhy 513 Uollly ) s 5 prdane 3145 gl 25 S o S b g s

A o CSHlhe 4

a3y (G 5 2la) Ko o) 2 4 (g3 Rte Sla sy

S ke Gy e 3 (6o 05 Slagkils 53 Sulyy Jbsle Jlosn plgie b ladlie 5
el e sS 3 Ny 5 oo oo ST s 58,03 b1y (s ST glgy bl (VPAVEY L a0 (AYFA0) (¢ S5
2wl 55 5 s Gadll (ol (Siledzmy O 218388 3 (6 S0y b oy 5 48 el 3l LIS 5035
S o B Sl 5 s eV sy sl isdses |y Il 5 Comdls 0o 5« lsy ST S

S L (=Y o AYAQ) LI o oSS c(Cambgn s 5 o sl ey (Stsemyon dlie s
3 Gl Olyeas 6 1) G )b (o o8 Ao e 0L ki Slacls) 5 (o p0le) s sl pols
S o a5 Maodior lodidy alhon 4

4 (VYA . yaw OYAY) plelllie dam iioss (o (33w sbaokils 13 (Sl elss fulsen dlis
o3y S 48 An3 o OLi5 a3 ol el 4Dy (g BT s adble 5 s el ol 56 )
wl el juslie ol 5348 WS o J5 o) 5 ¥ (g lmiad s ¢ ot Sl 3l (5 S alasli b oo
15 Line (5,8 IS 53 (500 B

35 Lol @V (saals; 3l (5 So e b (600 % T4 s o L5 g lalllas dogases



OFF 50l) ppm bl oitin 5 ooy S (2 19 (518 i \SY

S e d'wéblg JU‘UJA.B}}:«T.,\.&:JS (b (5 ol aslioas 4L 3las &%ﬁ}db&ﬁ@ﬁbéﬁ)ﬁ (29l pole
3 P bl p 5l b oS e (sl sl LB 500 55 (aiallalazely Glids ) b S oyl

Ll ol lime 15 55 CSHln 5 S )b Sl Ol 5 (sl 4] ol ¢ g 90l el

293> Uy 9 (S0 ,B Olwld]) 53 gy G2, R 3415 1S ool ¥
@ 5 Skl glaesd lgsas g 90l ey 5 (Fu )b Qlislsl B S 53 0 ba iy Sl
o) Kl iy Sl laulsy Sl 3k sl 3 b pamie alad B (LGl 3 a5 Lgh e ali
2> S 33l Loy gy 4 it M 5 50 O (Ko ol 1) 05 L 5 (slaay s o S L ol
2313 5 0 pea Sl 5 el 5 ek (gl (55 JSe

s (glandign 1y o 55 Ll 5 .l 3 ma VAV Jlus 55 WS & s Jag lepmass lalsl b
finae 5 (Sl g ol lsoa 35 Conlogb Conlo ) ol 3- a5 linplss 5olSTo 5 JSC 4 oS s 0
(02 YAV (9) (33l = e Condly 5 lads s Al 3550 5315 pld sy b 0l O B A oo Bslane
48 Sl G5 51 LB 5 s e id iy 125 55 (S o) 3 615585 0l ¢ e B laanlal 3 (A
Sloshy 45 A5 oo AST o) a3l o L3155 1) olasib ol gla)Ssil a8l S o oladil | adS L
(A3 o ks Ol 5 S o et G20 1y SIS b Lol 5 )15 b le 53 5 G 6 5 leals
IR RT3 Gl 5 Slo3 (GaammnS piler s eSS G (g3 S8 (YEY o (WTAF (2 la)
Litns 35 Caly et LS glaily alsfior 5 oSG BB slondS ey |y e b s o OISl Sl 4
355 5 iy Clites (Sl 53 ) s B das s OISl ol 4 ¢S (glaate 3l liads gy o8
LF v o ATAY (Cyls) ol Coamdls 4 (95 480 c,i\,)t\.xsas;,gm@

oot 0095 (S U3 53 ) eI s oS Sl alsy (S 2530 ey S0 (55
lime SNz 5 Sloy 5 «ndly 5 0yghandd el 2 la Shs NS s 4,8 ks 5 reb
sk il ddy les 5 ol (a5 Sl & o5 gLl Gl Ul & L) B e 830
Lad o 5006 psgde QUAS sy @ 5 (o Culs) S bl b g g0l ey SRl sk 50
D ad g0 s 3l aSl (Ol 4 Il 5 Camdly e e oS ) 53 (Y7L o T4 b)) (Gl 0l

‘;2*3\) LAuTJJ A\SJ\}‘&M.«: d‘ }‘ 4:...\.9-): LS{LAAJ}A.: J"')}’) Q}Mm)‘}a ‘L;J":") ¢J5)LA Uj’: @@M}})lﬂ



V2 WY=AOY oo oo 5 Shosms 4y gooma [ 0 53 ey 5 S 6 oledsl b ols) glas K&

O o 2l (53 099 (a0 48 S o ASTE 55 i 3l 09l Sla S L S
(02 WAV (o) (s 9L (6 by Ml 53l 3 (S 4 Sl Al ey oS 0l (9 e 53l 5 0l
LY

SCadsdl 5 g somas 8 olaslis-l Gl gomy Slage B 5 OIS (Gaaly s uad ol OlaziS 5
Ol 3 53 S oo S5 4,15 ASTE alodior 5 Lins o AaSTaSS 3 5 5 Vsl b 03 13 S n 13 A 390
5 agle) S5 wals; ATo3 5 AST L dacSim cpl g oo 03 90980 (2 930 iy 5 S
el 3 S e el b S lie 5 peeldys 5 ad Jate ) b b 133k 08Kl s i slapler 35
WSlins Gl (g ) (S S (Lh S S s,

AYA) cwﬁ)gu&;g)uﬂjjmr@_é(gﬁlbiiuw).s&}sdmﬂéwl.,\E;Mw;iz.d\]?

Chbs g s & 25 (6 (6 i Salg ) S5 0y phoany (Sauls 5 55 (W .o FAY ()05 58) Cod
g g G St sba line () 5 45 (sl 25 8
255 54 ¢ 099l iy 5 (S pllal 3 5 o5 SIS Bl e ceklioly 5 Sl el
Sanlad 5330 1 b ISl sl 50056 oy S ils (Ml s (51 (9ol ()l oSy ¢ oLl
(ool e S 2 Jks sl 5 5oeloeo 5 83 ke 511l okt 5 6 S n a3 i
4y okl S 53 0l 3 (S0 b cttacdallpliazely s > & 8o (Sl (33 oS el O 2%

19y S (52805 Bgans g (aldalud|oliaie )y (bl jg50 .0
B me 53 500 0 ysele Sl ol sl (il (93 P\ails (G s degazme 3| (adallplazely (s
b1y Lo dge [ 5 A8 Jhu Sy 0 B35 g0 sgnle o (g 3l coliippildl s sl adallplaze!
(B3 ) Sl (Iolae tdas o 25225 (Sisean | jole iSUe (6 lomy (G amil p a5y ()38 5 555 33l
3 Sl 65 BT 5> 4o 508 o dmge ol (Tl 4y plaatel 595 b (SIS e S 53 ((Sa3en b
Sy s e sbalon sl 3 (golow 3 625k b il Calpy 5550 il (65 b DB 3 ISRess o

(rLASL: Lgusul:;.ub) 48 gaeo (:L: 45))190&.& 'J"""Jgf QL.»‘L.{ LY W &L:faﬁ NIE'E) ol °"\:‘:‘3("‘°)5 J:\SJ:A\



OFF 50l) ppm bl oitin 5 ooy S (2 19 (518 i \S¥

ol phzia 3\ coen ) g et T (G (35 CeiodS)3 31 g Sl s CINS SLL sl s 58
el

5 skate sy Koo 53 BN 3.l 4Ly 5T a6 g gz B oo 5 33 o i |y Gl ) e
oS iy F e oy 2liad SIS JUS 5 (S 33 ) 2950 i) 5 (S liadsl B r el Jnes )13
(5007 S gt (2 AN 135 s 5 5SS 3 ey altiony oSy ¢ alaB el O iy 1y S
93 2 G S 3 (6,800 b Sl il 5 (sdos 43}§>¢ s e oLl a((cdal..Jl‘aLa;ﬁl» 2l pele
S g 930 o B 5 4V s e 2 B 5y 0 03,8 Mo 28 iz 31 6 oS

Sl 8503 b (s el il Jlilas 5 S 35 b Jolas 5 y30a 950 o a4y caals) 5o
b oSl S Gllae SSE bl &8 Jebos cl )5 glaiil 50 5 2 90l ool csshy AB < )
S ol 3 5 (5 8, ) (6 5l 2 pn 6 0l ool T 5l o 55 5 i 4 4
53,5 4l
P TR\ ) 00 PR 1)
Calay 15 S 9 Gl )3 dkianngh yga- )
db 5o plde a5 Sl s AS Sy €59, Camdly SO G036 & Calgy (e owlidylgy 5o
Wiy Oloe 350 &S Sl gloy (63,55 05 Olialsl B csam sl ol 53 Sl 395 delgB g ksl L’gjl.»)li.ﬂ
oS 2 el Ol 7 gz 54 (alallolianehy ol 5 s Shi5 ol AES o Sl atiga |y 50 5 J55
o) 03t Sl 5 0Ll ) T IS5k colnls 6 S K& iy s slalsloe 5 Saulsy 3 s Alga s pia
il o i )

CendsS 550 1 OBOb Sl G 03 5T (68 s Can 0 il reme Slas b (i3
oS o daaip 9 OldS aen ) 289 855 B Li can d3 5 L (A0 Lo IVAR (guse)
S 1l 5 8 35l 5o 555153 ool g bl plhe 53355 S me b 5 (NS o WA (5o)
e o < S ) S e I olSTo 3 LS 4 sy AT Lo AR (50) (i 550 s
5 Il b aledl aSy cumdly 35033k 6 ¢ ye a8 ol tab o (Culyy 2B3b3 50 1y o o la lid a8 o



V20 WY=AOY oo oo 5 Shosms 4y gooma [ 0 53 ey 5 S 6 oledsl b ols) glas K&

Al 50 b Sl (6,503 0L 35 _olids (gliab L (adalodlplazel bl S b) 4 S0 e S5
SRR Wl L PR PR C PR T AST b 4 (50 plejen ol s 5 Chd~
B ke o 1 oSl 5 ) AV o VTR 500 (e S5 g 5 5 -85 g oo
Ll ol b lire Gl o Sl ]y 5l 503 S

9SS (ol 5 IS GUls 4 eyl ) s sl Bgn oS (g pbetm (wliiniylsy )
& 5 Wl o O AT AL 3 el (G S o o) Silsy S0 55 S a5 ek
48 SIS gl 3l stamnS 43513 et ¢ 280 e 55 4Ly canodS Gloy 53 4S50 g0 Sy Jlonw (5o 3o
el 53k L ey 5 Cgmld ke s 53§ ey &g il b (poly Sy

oSl ke Suls; 6 oS e Sl (081 JlasdS Sl 4l sdS Sl 4 )b« lss e
b 48 el ¢y pkoianny Olinnlsl b 31 (5145 505 Ol 5 s 1y (S 55 ¢ s et 45 ) (T 3) (Gl 8IS 5
3 e 83 sbiad 4 by B 5 00l U3 s osme 53 b (alesil Sl Guolae (plidloly) 4SS
S oo Jhy o 530
(ol 9 b gy clnw Oloj Y
e G oa 5 el Sl ik wer 8305 (53 00k Al il taablplazely plals s
o2l T g (slakar 3 @303 (5l 835500 (s S (65 S Lty Cmbgo ) (5204
Cpliael Sy 3l s dlod 31 dolBBy w5 (0235 IS o el 5 0 ) Sl paS by
S o BN o me 5 555 Salsy S 35 a8k e by S o g ) e o

@Dl IS (e e 25 Gk ) s 0l il e 08055 ) o 53 ¢ )
o o 5 U o 3525 4 e sl glaglials w5 b S )6 (sbasly 55 0l 5 0led b sk 534S
O3Sy e 3l el J by  as 8 (shinpley ol (AT L o WWAF ¢ igd) (US oo Jisen |y Lasly
O V52 ATAR ) ey gty 5 S 6 ol o ookoys [y Jlom 5 S o8 Al 0,5 0wy
S r oy ooy glaandS 5 Ll S5 o bl 3l (gl - 1) G ) (a8

b Qldiadl (ghhas 5 uS o (2530 Jlama | g6 amy Salsy sl 51 (6 Se s b s 03

iy ST iy o5 K Olg o by B e 53 ((Ghaw lotwd 4 &b.-)\ W (8l il o a5



OFF 50l) ppm bl oitin 5 ooy S (2 19 (518 i \s§

Corp i ) ntS 2l 31 5VL (oS gmnn Lot BB 0 5 S 3L ) hags 805 g8 Sl
(Sl bt (2 oSy 3 sLiS) 6 ol ool s 51 splonsl () (AY o YR8 (5 0)
Cadlins (6 853l 53 bliue CS)le 5 Condly 3]

Coalls (5 S 9iS U3 33 (S 5plesl oy amts [ 0T (51425 48 gl 0l oSl S0 Sl Ko g
Clb 51y s 33 el LAl Suly gy aS g0 S hale 1Sl ) SV das e alyl Leuge 5
(s P )b Salsy 3 3 Salsl by geas ol (AT o VA (o) (LIS i O )
S o g Jolb 5 035 4y ety () sl 5 S e pBuplSal |y b 6 e A3k

D3 (P pldslp Ceds 55 (o 8 Culs) 5 o pole) SIS 4 s e LIS Ladigel o
02 VAT (rla) Ll o (oo 530 WB (20 oSy (B phid 0], )6 (ol Jy o (S 1015
Sy g AUk (5835 i (gl e S sl mioge 5l 4 b el cpl 5o (XYY
Hge Sy 9 Shog s ¥
ol 41y e Gllas wm o plyeay Aie S« ols) (B sl b adalllelianed ol 5o s
3 o) G0 4 L (S8 5 b (63,55 55 4y ¢ e p A8 LS S mlenr ol LS
g oo A (Pl daw alba axal a8 das e 0lis (5 1 5 (kLo b (lials .ol _ldan ST ol
A S Gla s 53l 5 o o calalas 3l Jgeazes ol (SCes

S5 5SS G 4 nog Lo ol &S 4y S pluael b donlS ol b (sl w2y o 5o
bl 3l ey Sl oS S s ledl 355l s ol £33 n |y ol y Lo 5 i (lion ook g 5
4 A g (28 93 g $30 85 D8] ) Tl 0315 s 1By 53 Sl ke a5 103 S (g 5300 |y
35 s (Clgy Comdd 4 Cod | ol 5 o 6)l§3é’db S Coale 4 05 S glalsS (5l
3 B 53l 82 ) G 55 o 4l o)l B Lre She 50 LgSa CAlge oS s S e
g 5l bl 20055 n 13 JalS gl 5o Sl 0¥, s Syody LS a st 1 Culn sl
e oy ot b agarlye 5 ol 1S 51 aSly cile dadd 51 e (gline

Sl gimy ol 55 st 48 ol L5 33w gt HISCET) ol 38 ¢ ol b (logedias (5o s

© S G pl 03 g 5 05055 5 S QUL Glasty 35 ime Lal S 6



\t 2% WY=AOY oo oo 5 Shosms 4y gooma [ 0 53 ey 5 S 6 oledsl b ols) glas K&

O 336 sy el S AAoSS 5 sy sy gt (L28 shy  SL ¢ o5 (3 o
Ll odls ogals Shal (g gl g b oliws 30U (gle
(b3 Smodgls g B)laiels ()55 WiMe) sy Sl el 015 ¥
Bles 3 alen Wb lJ5S 5 J1,S5 Aole (S 0slommn 153 BT (6803 b (50205 (3 cadlaludlpluazel s s
5 a5 By G ) S e G 42T 5 S (3 S5 0t 3 g Slad S sabait | p3IS
2B 5 0l o kg S8 B (6 ¢ e B Ollal p s 348 Sl S5 (Shea I 5l JSC sy o
S8 Jo o)

s Ol S0 Sl LS o Sl 3T ool 5 nae SO ESGs il 5 6853 SladsS 053 208
O (2w Caaid ol 53 ) O3k (G 3l b3 oS ol il 3 8 5 plaal S 3l oiST oS,
B B S P 7 WU 5 P VPP P RTS TEN WA 3 PR SN S SR 1
Sl (3955 ) OB3ls o sy Jl

(o) la gy o0 5L sy (AA Lo OYAR () BT 0 g Sl BT BTy

okl g ‘QT&; Pl oo )3 21 ol desay (o s (Cpadady SN 5l gy gl saailis la -l
2 295050 0o ) gme 508 Ol 550 el o 55 0)l5 a0l Sl (adas g ool Z3L 5o 3l 5,
oSl (S oLzl & colisls ool 53 (5olidp Slajlouin 2B plud ped o b)) (SiSenS pen
L ysl o gt e il 5 oS ¢ ol o 5 3 aS alailsy alesil sl 63 K5 s gline st slis
Oblalp ol &s ol 5 US o Lins (5,5 JSCo 555 535 o8 dime 155 L ) ol 5 (S5 0l b (s
B el Sl Sy M 3 LS Sl S )b i e B

(520 QLo )5 Siug S g (5 keitesd (L5 .0

Loyl 3l (6 xSe e b (o 5w 45 Bl o)l Sy S slacin s 5 opoled b wlaldelazsl Sl 55
(e 02 5 pspinl albay (slaojlanal s 5 oo 1 SLLS 5 ¥ il ol B )3 1) aolas o

b oS 5 Sasia IS55ku g gesadalas (slauls; (S3luls b asy cdins o S5 1) o120 olils olo S0



OFF 50l) ppm bl oitin 5 ooy S (2 19 (518 i VSA

(Sl peal lasls Slosl b (glaaas L 31 Slomn 5 ojlwnadd 3l oslil 3 335 (6500l ) oS L2
Sl B S ) 3 eslinad 5550 S 4 (e lials ol 34 «(VPY L o NF Y ‘CY)

b (Ao WA suos) (JB 63,50 gla IS 5 (lam o oz usles sl
Il 5 T beysmaten s Shle 5ok )l ol Sl 63y 5 aekad Kin b g alals (3 % (slag 5 s
02 A8 (o) gy Glad (5o 51 @3B 5 (AA 1o ATAS (5o () (05, GBI )
Wl dlal 5 Sasiidm ¢ sy b0l sl ol witims 5 Jlg o S edalSy o (A

(AY . 2 c\\‘"\‘\‘dv\w) (30 1) e s (Slapdir 3 5558 wlgd) o alacios olos ol 5
Sl b ) wle lalin 5 S e ol [ bl D) 5L 5 a6 ol 51 50 5
2ol S 3l Glojlazad (AAL o VYA (gdow) (Cuy 5kES Y 5l Glodballams SO 6 ... S
il Sy,

Saloy hloise b J5S 5 bl 0o e il Gllsl (63 S ¢ ool 03 51 513 0l o
AS o D55 6 Sl Jest 53 Jlsb CS)lie 4 1y ol 5 AiS e Al 4 ) ey S
Ll glsy Slaoks & ¢ 5 5 L) & e opalel laojlaid 5 Kuds S Glacias «od Sep
OB O3 b U Culyy 1elodl & hbuCumaseds .#
2945 S o 3 e (55 g Bl ks 5 neo 3l ol sy hsnplor b o b leloaz)
ot 33 s b 2l €33 ol 5l 48 S 0,80l S s Wil ) sy SIS A8 Ol s e
N ol s et calaln A (6l Condd (515l (s hoCanmg P (il 3

(s S SIS o 3Lo Jasme 31y ol DldS &S plaes o) (0 Sla Jdiod (55 (65 5Las
03 31 g 4y ciln g Sy S 5 el (liad g3 (AY—A L s AT 44 ((500) (o5
A8 _n e [yl ey oo Db ake Sl ol 3 oLl il 5 Vgann 45 4o sy ol
s o B3 slud

P8 DS S 1l gline 3ty S 4 ¢ 555 0 4SS (i 93 shSumasid (o iy

Sl emdp-)n&.ﬁ}@ cmyhbm@)t cQT)stdgf}]v\;a-‘jii‘});fIé-Lﬂﬁjp\:&\



\#4 WY-VOY Lo ... 5 (Sdoes @,,m/wztﬁ,«guﬂﬁjubmsp&wdmﬁ

OLL 3 (Sbogl 9 Culyy (ol 50V
Gaa bely 5 day g0 plom b 4 Qlials e O 53 48 Sl (gl o glsy SIS L s clamgin b LY
ol b dailys (F 3 Jlmcpll 58 0l ieio b g o gty Sl (S by ) b o o o
S e Gl Sline Sl g 55 b b aas e (S3558 5 3l 4] 35 sl a8

A ST s @l 2 (Ol et (25554 5 (605 (% Sl 3l g (0l (gl plils) de gores
5200 &3R8 ey ) olal b sl oo a3 SISl Litl Conlog 4 o)Ll (e 55 e gorma Glie IS
S et B Okl lss Glate Caed 43 b S gt Sy 50 5148 (0l 0 S5 sl

S i dail 5 ol 56 ala3l o8 dms e U5 6 olilalp it 51 Sl ol il
b soladls o ol 48 S S 1) olas S oo plol &S o plad 53 oy 55 Sl (G lLu 5 20095
2 303 (Sl 33l g Ol 53 DlMaa) Ll 5 oS pon 2315 ¢ e b Cpmbad ok 3l (Gl 4
S p S 55l Lol (S el g JISCET oo ) iy (el 1y 355 535 305 53,1 Calls ¢ oL diens
g Lo 55 okl pedans 53 a8 ¢ 8 pedans 53 Jaies ol 53 Zulyy alal iy pos A5

6 s o bl 4 o5 et b TS leadal 3 slagtle ) iy 5 gn AT o FAY) syl aSsli
S baple il 3 0l 855 Sl (S0 35l S S iy o 35 oSy (ol 3 0 5 ol
ol e Sy Ll 5 Il cllsl 3 5348 )15 AST5 55 Lty 5 o (S ol 35S SCaals 5|
13 o T s i s

bz cday Slacdn 358 00 by 035505 (glakor b 50 wadaldlplazely glials oLl daly coen 5
AL 395 e 35 b U S D 53 bl (AY o T AE () (5 B (55 el o
b Glime Sl )3 5 A8 3k a5 b obsse 4 DL s 55 all (S5 Sl Sp
il adls CSle

s sl il plgea o 5 LEL) (S ol o8 OB 1 oluls cnl 53 (eleSh el ol
2l e sk b Gl cpl ;8 e B G ey Gl B s 53 oS (93 88 808 S
(oo 25 oo I 53 s e slS 5 0 52T c(sloyshad B 3 56 45 ol (i 55 o 53l el

.J)\J&&ox} c‘;&‘)& ilasl> DLl ol dud i L;LQJ\::A\‘}‘ g;’m)}gdbﬁ'bci)b m;dwb)}k;?-



OFF 50l) ppm bl oitin 5 ooy S (2 19 (518 i VW

=9l by o
JUs 9 Cudly (o Jhuw 550 IS )
Codly Ole Jn 5 Janl 5 o Liab aultons 4y (5313 s 1l ol groay b o 6 30l ey Sl 5
Sldls 53 5355 oo Logey SIS 4 658 5 (3led (5 a3 a5y 5 S o Jar mazr oSTa gL 5
el cpl 3522 531 21 JWS 5 (0 205 S 0o 550 63,5 0 050 Sl 3l (s caclalllplae!
axal oz Azl L (6 jlatnd (55 55 45 L1 Kin 5 e )5 ol8Ts 56 U gummes a8y (63 3 Je 503 6
S s Jos

2,5 edallie O e le (6 jlay 9t 3l s (551 s Ao 13 Ol o0 1) ST 0 51 50k (sl g0

O3 3l day B dzey o 353 93 0ls, Glacl s &S (ole 133 S 555 ) slacl>

(/\/\ . Y44 ch}u) (("">J‘.' V..:‘)} JLA um L;Lku‘.b.) Oj} )L§ éj.:,a..v 6‘0}\.&.\:

C".‘)‘ﬁ; S35 3390 o 3 S T8 s wlsle laysbar g (93 S S50 )y Dl e e )5
S ol 31 (8 6 il 3 ey sl ol sy (i 5 Bl (sl 3 (gl 4SSl s s
5B LBl e Culss (Y4 53 e zean oS ([Spe lad i el Olgsy A b (6 il gz
M 5 35 g el lials Jas 53 g5 gasly 55 delsl Ggzman L3 ol Al 393 (o)) glalis
3313 0l iy Candly 5 53 L35 a8 das e OLES (s 3 (glay STL (sl ks

D 023 by Saloy s 28l Salyy Ols 550 95 0 by @Tﬁﬁ o) el sl
e Ded s (UL c]a..u)) 5 (Qlls c]a..u)) Ol pled gm s Colgy sl 3 (S olea
2 50 (S 5 G )6 oS A oo OB (5 3,8 o0 1B o) Sl 3l ol pn Sl 55 (SIS
A3k BB 55 (Kom b slaoslaiad 5olSTs b sl a5 53 4 gl Al 5 sl pelans
Curbly g Colyy o ilsbo (SBg> ¥
Sl 1l ol oy st 3 3liate juolie Glo st Sy 2 530 ) iy gl S5 51 K03 (S
O3 3 ok My o el s b i ol i « Syl S0 (L hanly (e 2 B O 53 48
S5 a8y S o ) 35 a5y s o LS s lass Jlsl ppl sl o ol (S0 g

s 25 glaiils 5 il slazles CpS 3l 50 (ol



WV WY=AOY oo oo 5 Shosms 4y gooma [ 0 53 ey 5 S 6 oledsl b ols) glas K&

S5 23l By b 5 oSy bl il i B LS5 L (s cadalulplanel Sl s

S e )
)ﬁj}d)&ir}))bbux;»bs(@‘)jubuQMTJWQJ:M;WL;‘IMW)'

(‘\Y" P AY449 ¢6~\>u) ((Qj):.g .Li&.: b&‘e.)&ﬂjt.gu C«D—;

Ol sd e Sulyy Sigha 5 0 GSbg b s s 5o Sl (S sles &S Al dlasd ¢ gl ol 5o
S 8.5 5] ST a3 (lolintan a8y ¢ tans s gy 3 g S5 685 3l S Lgias (5 5 S ioms ot
gl o Sala) Cisha 5355 ( SUa Lol yer g oS ol ccd ol 206 5o sl
Ly sl 33T w5 ST 5 03l olis Candls 1) ()15545 a8 S o ol e 51 o Lo ¢ 505 (gl g5 55
S 8 o
S5 p3S ssb 0 S 2p odens 5 BT 315 oLis Caall 1) bz o2ty o0l 5145 (o o
(AY Lo YA (5] (g oly (S350 ails Laboslolis 5 Al

AL o 3 B ey pladilh Ll e o8 4S5 58 oo by (6180 (S 53 (53l S caam ol 5
4T ol S glomas 28 ) ppmaalsy QLS 0lials o 53l Gler U 53 ki gel b el o
b Sadlze 314 505 A5t vA)L‘S)J).BJA Sl gl 550 sl 5 (555 55k by
Dy Dyims (93 By ol

(slgy sl gy > (293l polis jgi>- ¥

Sl sty 4 ol 5 IS plashiss Dlyieas & bl p ol a3l e Sl
0352 s b By 3 ey (o ol oS (Gl Sy i ls jgea  Sliads ol 53 el dy 5 ab
2badlze 0ol 3L (s adaludlplatel Sl 53 S oo AL ST gl late 3l ]y polis ) dagl
4SS oo Gl (gl 25 Wl Spdls i 53 (GMaE i Sl 5 Slamor (G555 (S 2B ((S3ir 07
Sy Glaimns 53 gl (Sl ks oo pdish (a5 Sby 5 aloy Ko 3 Al b e 3
2 s S 1350 oo (19 355 0 139 3l 1y (S Y5835 Sl 3 platews &l Us ke

S lalis (Lsd o ml o g3 ) S lags (S o ARG (o) (09 SV 65355 Slags )



OFF 50l) ppm bl oitin 5 ooy S (2 19 (518 i \YY

bllassil 5 gl w0350 )l 558 a8 e 3 (o0l ilenioe )G @SB 5 Sl & ol slaes)
s o &byl Culsy (5955 Ghate ) hdw sy chizes () g 93l e Sl 950

Lol G 1l ol o 90 Ll s o oS iy oo 0l )3 (Y |y 518358 & e Ule ¢ Sos (glaiens 5o
5 SamBly (b 5 03 e 0 Ll (AL o VAR ((000) (F i s yshanr 1035155 50 (LA 5900
Copmaseds oS3 4 35dee &6 5y S oo (s S (LI g 51 @ dimns ol 53 (S5l 255000 Olee O (25
(2R Cbbs Gl ) ey 5 Condls Glojen & 25 JSGl i ol gliab sloul L oS sl ol
o 0803 (S50 oAbl a8 g0 0 SIS3SS S Ll 33 S e a3y 0

5 alels Glowa (35555 (s (D piamlle 845LS GBS 5 Sem 2 5 b pmed (S
YA (5] (320 by 2 7 Hlag 5 U 00l S a8 5 50 500 O e 153 go Cond S
Wl S8 55 3 b 8 O 53 (K (glayly 5 oplmiad (a3l ) S5 s ) QYL o
b el J5 53 Ll Dl S 3l (o3ked s Iy (s g 5 Sl ALS (S 4 i Uls b e
3y g0 plol (gloyglanl 5 (Kin b (5 Sulsy s 53 4 (Qlils shate 31 B @ oZlyy 05 55

b eainb o5 b o UL bagT B it 5 Comils s 5l o (Sl e85l 255 ot ompe Lo
bl sl 3 s aSh ciludl @ ssl o 55 &S ol g Gl e s SBL &)Ll huogs
Sl 03 57308 c;b}\o.\g)ﬁ}yﬁ«.f@udbﬁ (ol 0l g lal el
Odlod Cighis LAl gl (2o slad, S 51 31,¢1 g b F
(oS 3 1015 685 (63 SIS ¢ g 53l By Cls) 534S i Sgaiae S i 53 S5 b
b 505 (ame 3 1S oo o8 WL SRl opa 31 ) lils ler (OLaLES (3L 5 el S dal e
S o 40,8 S B 531y s 5 Slazarl Conls oy 5 solis 53 B2 5 a2l (6 s
S o Sl Saliolo |y 555 (B2 5 b SaSTh oy 5 o Sl

3 ool 83nb 0 5 5ol G 1 5 sKanl yp0l 10l 13 en JUS )5 5 N s 5 0)locpls i
o) (35IT5b g 5ol el T plad 35 o 48 o ol o et 425 Sl o 2l (sl S
QY o ATV

Lg‘j’gs’&“bbg;ib)éw cijjjdu@yqujjbdb.&H{Lg@ cW‘rw‘ C,\.i\}))b



\\As WY=AOY oo oo 5 Shosms 4y gooma [ 0 53 ey 5 S 6 oledsl b ols) glas K&

2sb g0 A 0w Cano g does )3 BB ol 3 Glaiged A8 e J@&ﬁwﬁlsdkajw)r&&w
)).L g.<..3 BE ‘)L..u‘.bb J:j[};:ﬁ 54\? d;“j .XAT& ‘_;3;)3}:.»1 V})d S b).i.ﬂ 3.&).? )‘)i
(§H2) (532 0315 SIS Laplowly @0 T b aedis oty 02 s 3 B ole 4S50 (S8
(AY o Y44

IR (6 2 98 anly (L2 AR i o (SO B Sl juolis i p30mes b el )

g ) el Gloslarad (o5 5 awn (P S5 RS wbl olel 5 gus ( I glay o S 33
ol 0l anlg 550,059 polis 55 s &S

Sas> g Q9 s B3 ) (e 5 (5 JS bl Sl b s @SB 5 5l b 5 S

03 5b o5 opdy S o D3 05 3 31 (9381 (Sline 3 5 lBy 5l 3LE Glodor b LS ¢S5

2line o s 3L (SKalonl o b 3l Jabiwo 115 oSy il o155l L 3l 4SS ¢ o S il 6 o2l

(295 St 3 (o Sl 51 (21050 5kl 9 2,6 ol .0
el b ol 8ok Sl o (8 s AL (o Aiws 22355 S5 B0 G20 39l iy
b0l 50,8 (6obls b e 6 8 ol ¢ 23l 5 (ol 55 2 4S5 b ekt 55 o) Sl 5 dbales
S ((Kap Sloiln Gmon 56 Ll cal 55 05k S o 5 43S 5 S0 lw (Sl 4

S oo gy A mear dlabl- (3Ll 5 oy Salny AB Sl 2los I Ol
oSl 5l amaseds il oo (5 obaial 5 Vi oline (Sl 53 baoyshal ¢ iyl i )
Jd Pl 5 Sl sl 2 5 )b GlaglaniS ¢ ream Ol 3 lesled 4 5 4By b a5 a6
B & ¢ ol o b 5L sb o obes (g (laCmied el dlploael s 53 Sk 55 oo
(VAL 5o VWA (gdon) ditd (o)l )80 g gl oolST oy (g s 3 olas syl aSly ¢ 5o 6 51 31
Sl S (o sp Lo Gl noyshand 1)l5 35 53 55 glsieshand o (S iluyshand rogdle sl
e = 3 S 8y (B b o SIS Sl ol 53 i gm0l S 6 ot 53 s 5

3 o3 5 (Sl 5 cainSC (Slagle cpaled slaasl 2 b 31 TS ol g

Ag’YJ\.q-bcuu&y)\ J"Sgg" LQ‘JL}.SASCM»‘ g;ib))‘j“’)jh“" 45@@}55%\%)5 ‘d‘)”“""



OFF 50l) ppm bl oitin 5 ooy S (2 19 (518 i V¥

I (g A5k 9 0 5 a8y 1y Ay alablom oy ol ) S8 (33533 b ¢ S0 (G gom 31 5 S o (55l
Syl g0

085y 2L &0 5 il g pslls U5 .5

S8 340150, s el Glear il 355 4l o Culsy sl (slaland s Lo L5 ¢ 53l B 5
B 55 4y s S0 1) B b jlaie b slaslisls 5 G835 Rsgo dbaelazad b 4SS5 ¢S e
35S LaS anins b Sl 35,8 ol 31y manns dtals ool HBT 3 adblen .d 5 o3k J:;Q:)&QT
3 Sltadls B! oS asions S| 6350 43S0l 0l g5 53 35 o 5 alS nngo b ol o
Sl (gl by b 35S0 o 2 i oS by S o 3 by el 3 s U8 o sl el
5 B82S o g e able £ 5 58 T 6L Slaglils Lls (6 ks 55 Sl Ciblys ol
Qb\JJJWwaJQLWlCUd)MbU@l le)dquijajﬁﬁj\éﬁd)l%éb

W Lo AYAG olellae) (o

Syt o S 0sSba) Slsaadl 4 ols Ko (gl alels oL ) (o 5 ‘M\CWI Colsy s

(§d=s) (39 o:ju,.\ibcyéuﬂ&DQJYUéjuq)aw)&éﬁw)\43)').11& Ol 30 1Ale olaakos

b cpes s Saalenl S5 L Ko glakar 55 .o oJﬁJ}L&TJj;AV.AQMJ’Jac\Sij)J Lo w3
(o bl 3 gh o dil,eli (gla 1S3l 5 0d8 35 5Ly (33 S b 4 ) 5 (1o 3930 gliannse
o2 3 Sl AL oS3l Gl A+ o YRR (5] (3,5 o 46 @ dos g 333 (55
P LAl O 0 L 05 o (1053 S adS S gSan )3 05~ <Liab s S\
sl 5 83 sy e ) Culsy alime Solle SCS S b (s 0y s oo
P ‘\Y"\‘\cL;Jou) (03,8 0)53 1503 Sp 5 zeod 3 (ki ( Sl 0ol 1 & o) 1Ll

Jia.:.p)]d.uubjs.)ul&l}\ gfjojbjg‘)um?-)\ @Kjbbﬁj m.\.inr)):.a mJ&ﬂ’ﬁ'((@h)) 83l el 5o AN

w‘oﬁhﬁ)‘a@‘ﬁsc}”)ugy@c@b



WO WY=AOY oo oo 5 Shosms 4y gooma [ 0 53 ey 5 S 6 oledsl b ols) glas K&

Sy s 5505 s b B ol 1055 0 225 &0 SIS 31 Sl 1S kS e U3 0
Soldig 5 Alas ¢ g 53l 5 gy iy 5 LT a3 () ol ol G5 3l 03 900 3 (gl it Il 5
s o ) E o esl {...\:5\3) B sy o clSes lslus e 5
S8 AL Cuodd 43 pdlod panndgyl Y
el (gl ls A (1 (615 0 b 0 s e 5 (oLl oz ) 31 (6 S0 50 b (5o adalidlploazs) s
L s 5 Sishi el sl 285 e iz GG O i (il S e ok
oaliuo 35 (15,1 615) 0T 5 (ol Jlda) Silo g 3l el BT 53456 Silen il 55 5 5 3
v

Ul 5ol by 70 51 s 20 250 n 0315 Lo (i3 S8 s 0 4288 <o 2 Sl s - 2 5o

o OJ}JTLLJ) le.hf Lmr.o.h Ca.w‘ wl:—.ﬂ CJ}@,.;) CJ)J\; uﬁ«ﬂl.«; )‘ L;l:;—c;v. ‘(V‘i u.a ‘\Y"\‘\ zd.bu) ((J}L;a

oS 5L Sl )6 6l 3ub )l 6l (6,508 0y A end oy 5000 [ERN WP ol
C'S_JU S LSLAV)) gs:'Lu)L: “ ngtx:lu\ Lg\é}gé\gj .J..Sg;e ngjf}o) I leﬁu-j U""Js 4(}:,6 w)LxL.-:\ ‘Ua.w\jc\g

.:)'\JJ_;@

S5 4o

3P0 Qbbb 2l ) S 55 03 5 (6 0 Ngmy 3 00355 (514503 (s 5 Sl el SlpLianel gl
(s 3 (S SS - apltons & 1y g el sl 5 oS5l s 35k plidinZilss I3 3 g 53 e
ln o 2 ) 3l e S o il (5 S53k o me 3 oilgen 5 4ok o (50l Ol &Sy
Lile SIS 31 (64800 b (st oS ol SIGLST Ll 03 4l s (o Wlhgaio (glgies g5
45 s o 0L g o2l S S cpl Sl 035 Gl s e Sie (Conlad pe he 0l
15 (63! A 55 o (558575 890 355 40 48 )b sl 4 L6 o 5

2 sl 2 Sl WS o5 Jor WL S 3L 5 Sl Olsea B S cpl )3 g solr el



OFF 50l) ppm bl oitin 5 ooy S (2 19 (518 i g

23 A8 o Culsy 2)ls el goeie (Slaey shad b ol (guomi 35 .S oo Ll 50030 0lgy slaaY ol
Wl 0l g ke it Sl 0 5 SLaaY 3 o8 iy H oy S b S ) e T3l s

Sl il o Sl el (S 3080 ol o Al Lo (6 1 hiens ey S0l
Iy e B a8 (05 45 AES e 2l 1 alals i€ (ki 3 uslis 50 b 51) ztew ol slasls ) 3
e (2396 ey s 65050 b R0 S I el 03,50 g8 it Slaal S G
LS o ol 1y mez sl (63l Sl (30l oo b SanlS 5 sl slacl-

Lo poalshly 1 Sy o 3 Somw 53 (SIS0 S5 L 3yl o Cows 4y 51 ) 53 (g 4
S 4 Salay s e oyl 5 5 B s 5 Samdly s Sl Gl s ol o) 53 ol 2B a3l 5o
5 a8 kil Sy S Jodio 8IS e 503 (551 i L gy 3 el 25 o 055,50
ol S Wl B ol suS]y el (laaSS e 3l Line ol 55 b oS 555 oo ks Jled 5SSl
S e 5 4233058 18 (0 8 Lol 0 B I plids Dol 48 o las dla los
Sl bl ks 51 Lel sl LalST (ool L5 3 el - Sns ao S14S (_olgy S 255 i 3 i o

Sl sy 2B ) S



\\'A% WY=AOY oo oo 5 Shosms 4y gooma [ 0 53 ey 5 S 6 oledsl b ols) glas K&

aoluls’

S5y p Pl Slakallo) oo s g 53 s (1749) .T.<= G

3 Pl (oo Slacsils) 50 53458 ends (VW) - el

5 55 ol (0l SLagils) ) 53 865 il (AT L aily

35 e g e oo 1o (Sl 3 508 5 IS8 (oeinZilyy YN o

Lo 95 Sl ) ns D) 53 o) S L(WWAA) ¢ ¢ ol

Sl e 5 ) OFY) o clisly 5o ULGT

S5 pede A 53 253 iy G 050 VAV o i 5 cp e

A_¥ oo FA 5 Db a5 nSeom DAY aaiale 53 aclas .5 oley ibe OFAQ) o e

olets ) 2 AEENs i) 298 s de addaad s (slaglinds 55 el Jelse (WWAD) zobellas
MA o OV 508

ok Bl ypislen s e e ey 5 (WAY) e S

& e Pl oy Lo oo e g 50 50 (VAT 5 (Y

Pk ety Dl ol e 2 g 238 8 iy 31000 5 Gy s (VP Y) S 5 e oY

ok e S ol (im0 0 e 5 53 e Iy 5 g 30 AY49) . hlKer 5 o ¢ JorKe

YO BT WG T QL LY ) SRS

e a3l ol Rl Gaginds (OT49) Lo s

Ao oS 539l 55y Fob B o g Phany (\TAR) LS 05

A.Q..Z.;; ‘sjégfb; )}igjéj)kﬁjé“;' r:-j;ﬁ Q\I..»\)\JB (\Y"\V) P9






New Literary Studies
Vol 58, No. 3, Fall 2025

ey

D B &

T A Y 4
A A R0

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22067/j1s.2026.91194.1662

Online ISSN: 2783-252X | Print ISSN: 3060-8171

An Analysis of the Narrative Structure in Persian Epistolary Novel
Akbar Shayanseresht!, Zahra Khosravi Zargaz?
Abbas Vaezzadeh?, Ebrahim Mohammadi*

Abstract

This research aims to analyze the narrative structure of Persian epistolary novels
and to elucidate the role of polyphony in this literary genre, based on Mikhail
Bakhtin's theory of polyphony. The theoretical framework of the study primarily
rests on Bakhtin's concepts of polyphony and heteroglossia, which emphasize the
importance of interaction and coexistence of independent voices and perspectives
within a text. The research methodology combines a descriptive-analytical
approach with case studies of prominent examples of Persian epistolary novels. In
this regard, the communicative nature of the epistolary form (letters, emails, text
messages, etc.) has been examined as the main ground for the emergence of
polyphony. The specific findings of the research indicate that the epistolary
structure inherently possesses a high capacity for creating and displaying multiple
and distinct character voices; an issue that directly impacts the enhancement of
narrative suspense, the richness of characterization, and the representation of the
complexity of reality. Furthermore, the research showed that the evolution of the
epistolary form towards new media has strengthened this polyphonic capability in
contemporary Iranian literature and provided new possibilities for expanding
narrative meaning. Finally, this study confirms that the epistolary novel, by
leveraging its form and polyphony, has played a prominent role in elevating
narrative structures and genres in contemporary Iranian literature.
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interior reader.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The epistolary novel is one of the most distinctive narrative forms in the history of
fiction, characterized by the construction of narrative through written documents
such as letters, diaries, memoirs, reports, and, in contemporary contexts, emails, text
messages, and other forms of digital communication. Unlike conventional linear
narratives that rely on an omniscient or dominant narrator, the epistolary form
presents the story indirectly through the subjective perspectives of characters,
thereby challenging the notion of a single, authoritative narrative voice. This dialogic
and communicative structure allows multiple voices, viewpoints, and interpretations
to coexist within the text, making the epistolary novel a particularly suitable form
for the realization of narrative polyphony.

In Persian literature, letter-writing has a long and well-established tradition,
evident in historical documents, official correspondence, literary prose, and mystical
writings. However, despite this rich background, the epistolary novel as an
independent narrative form has received relatively limited systematic and theoretical
attention. Existing studies often address the function of letters as a narrative device
in isolation, rather than examining the overall narrative structure of epistolary novels
and their implications for voice, perspective, and reader engagement. This gap is
particularly evident in studies of contemporary Persian fiction, where epistolary
techniques have increasingly been employed to represent fragmented subjectivities,
social complexities, and psychological depth.

The present study, entitled “An Analysis of the Narrative Structure in the Persian
Epistolary Novel,” seeks to address this gap by examining the narrative mechanisms
of Persian epistolary novels through the theoretical framework of Mikhail Bakhtin’s
concept of polyphony. By focusing on the structural and functional aspects of
epistolary narration, this research aims to demonstrate how the epistolary form
facilitates the coexistence of multiple independent voices, generates narrative
suspense, produces a fragmented and non-linear structure, intensifies the
representation of subjectivity, and assigns an active interpretive role to the reader.
The central argument of this study is that the epistolary novel in Persian literature
should not be regarded as a marginal or experimental form, but rather as a dynamic
and evolving narrative structure that has significantly contributed to the development
of modern Persian fiction.
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Method

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology and is based on
qualitative textual analysis and library research. The theoretical framework is
primarily grounded in Bakhtin’s concepts of polyphony, dialogism, and
heteroglossia, which emphasize the interaction and coexistence of multiple
autonomous voices within a literary text. These concepts provide an effective
analytical lens for examining epistolary narratives, where the story is mediated
through diverse textual voices rather than a single narrative authority.

The corpus of the study consists of selected Persian epistolary novels from
contemporary literature. The selection of texts was carried out through purposive
sampling, focusing on works in which epistolary communication plays a central or
structurally significant role in the narrative. The corpus includes fully epistolary
novels, partially epistolary works, and novels that employ correspondence as a key
narrative strategy alongside other forms of narration. This inclusive approach allows
for a comparative analysis of different degrees and functions of epistolarity within
Persian fiction.

The analytical process involves a close reading of the selected texts, with
particular attention to narrative elements such as the types and directions of
correspondence, the organization and sequencing of letters, the presence or absence
of a fictional editor or implied narrator, shifts in focalization, the degree of
polyphony, and the representation of characters’ inner worlds. Additionally, the
study examines the role of the implied or internal reader within the narrative,
considering how gaps, silences, and temporal discontinuities invite reader
participation in reconstructing the story. By systematically correlating these
narrative features with Bakhtinian concepts, the research seeks to elucidate the
relationship between epistolary form and narrative meaning.

Results

The findings of the study reveal that the epistolary form inherently possesses a strong
potential for polyphony. The use of letters and other written documents enables each
character to articulate their own voice, language, and worldview without being
subsumed under a dominant narrative authority. As a result, the narrative space
becomes a site of dialogue, conflict, and interaction among multiple perspectives.
This multiplicity of voices not only enriches the narrative texture but also
destabilizes any claim to a single, objective truth.
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The analysis further demonstrates that one-sided epistolary narratives, in which
correspondence flows predominantly in a single direction, tend to produce a more
limited narrative scope and reduced dramatic tension. In contrast, multi-directional
epistolary novels, where multiple correspondents engage in reciprocal exchanges,
generate greater narrative suspense and semantic complexity. The juxtaposition of
different accounts of the same event highlights the relativity of perception and
underscores the constructed nature of narrative truth.

Another significant finding concerns the fragmented and discontinuous structure
of epistolary narratives. The temporal gaps between letters, the absence of direct
narrative transitions, and the selective disclosure of information create narrative
voids that require active reader involvement. Readers are compelled to infer causal
relationships, reconstruct chronological sequences, and interpret unspoken
motivations. This participatory mode of reading transforms the reader from a passive
recipient into an active co-producer of meaning.

Moreover, the predominance of first-person narration in letters facilitates an
intensified representation of subjectivity. Characters’ emotions, thoughts, and
psychological states are conveyed directly, often without narrative mediation. This
immediacy enhances the psychological depth of the narrative and allows for nuanced
portrayals of inner conflict, memory, and identity. The findings indicate that Persian
epistolary novels frequently employ this subjective mode to explore themes such as
alienation, intimacy, social constraint, and personal crisis.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of this study suggest that the epistolary novel in Persian literature has
evolved into a complex, multilayered, and dialogic narrative structure. Far from
being a mere stylistic experiment or a marginal subgenre, the epistolary novel has
played a significant role in expanding the expressive capacities of Persian fiction.
By foregrounding multiple voices and perspectives, this form challenges monologic
modes of storytelling and aligns closely with Bakhtin’s conception of the novel as a
fundamentally dialogic genre.

The incorporation of modern communication technologies, such as emails and
digital messages, has further enhanced the polyphonic potential of epistolary
narratives. These contemporary forms of correspondence not only reflect changing
modes of communication but also introduce new possibilities for narrative
fragmentation, immediacy, and realism. Through these innovations, Persian
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epistolary novels engage more directly with the social and psychological
complexities of modern life.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that the epistolary form, through its
dialogic structure, fragmented organization, and emphasis on subjectivity, offers a
productive framework for analyzing contemporary narrative practices in Persian
literature. The Persian epistolary novel emerges as a significant site for the
exploration of narrative plurality, reader participation, and the representation of
complex realities. Future research may further investigate the relationship between
epistolary narration and digital media, as well as comparative studies between
Persian and non-Persian epistolary traditions, to deepen our understanding of this
dynamic narrative form.
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backgrounds.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Department of Persian Literature at the University of Mashhad began its
academic activities concurrently with the establishment of the Faculty of Letters in
1955. During its first two decades, no significant trace of Safavid-period literature
can be observed in the department’s research output. This situation continued until
1977, when a master’s thesis entitled A Critical Study of the Poetry of Sa ‘eb was
defended under the supervision of the late Dr. Gholamhossein Yousefi. This thesis,
along with a small number of related studies conducted during the 1980s and 1990s,
marked the department’s initial engagement with the literary period spanning the
tenth to the twelfth centuries AH. Thereafter, research efforts in this field gradually
increased, reaching their peak in the 2010s and the early years of the new century.

Among the published and unpublished works produced by faculty members and
graduates of the Mashhad Department of Persian Literature from 1977 to the present
(October 2025), a total of 231 research titles related to the Safavid period can be
identified. These works have appeared in various formats, including books,
dissertations, theses, and journal articles. The substantial volume of this research
output clearly indicates that, over the past several decades, the department has shown
sustained and focused attention to Safavid studies and the literary heritage of that
era.

Methodology

This article aims to provide a detailed and systematic report on the nature and
development of Safavid literary studies within the Department of Persian Literature
at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad. To this end, the scholarly output of faculty
members and students has been examined through an analytical—statistical approach
from the following four perspectives:

1. the historical scope and geographical focus of the studies;

2. the sources and research corpora employed;

3. the subjects and methodological approaches adopted;

4. the intellectual and institutional contexts in which the research was
produced.
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Results

Historical scope and geographical focus.

Most of the studies conducted have concentrated on relatively short historical
periods, with literary topics typically examined within a time frame of no more than
a single century. Such focused selections have enabled researchers to investigate
specific issues in the literary history of the Safavid era with greater precision and
depth, leading to more nuanced and original findings. In contrast to many earlier
studies, which tended to treat Safavid literature as a homogeneous and
undifferentiated whole and to categorize it under broad and generalized labels, these
more specialized investigations have identified diverse styles and modes of
expression. They have paid closer attention to literary genres specific to each century
and have increasingly turned toward new or previously neglected Safavid sources.

From a geographical perspective, approximately 48 percent of the studies are
limited to the territory of Iran. After Iran, the literary heritage of the Indian
subcontinent occupies the largest share of research attention, while other
geographical regions of the Safavid cultural sphere—such as the Ottoman domains
and Transoxiana—have received comparatively less consideration.

Sources and research corpora.

Among Safavid-period sources, poetic divans have attracted the greatest scholarly
attention, accounting for 36 percent of the studies. The divans of Sa‘eb Tabrizi (10
studies), Bidel Dehlavi (7 studies), and Qasemi Gonabadi (11 studies) are the most
frequently examined poetic collections and have often served as the primary focus
of research. Following poetry, tazkiras—an essential source for studying poets’ lives
and developments in literary history—constitute the second most frequently used
category of sources (27 percent). By contrast, collected correspondence (Munshaot),
travelogues, and popular narratives appear far less frequently in the research corpus.
The relative distribution of these sources is particularly significant, as it reveals both
the dominant orientations of research within the department and the areas that remain
underexplored in Safavid studies.

Subjects and research approaches.

Across the body of research on the Safavid period produced by the Mashhad
Department of Persian Literature, two principal approaches stand out: a literary
approach and a cultural approach. These perspectives have shaped both the choice
of topics and the analytical frameworks employed by researchers.
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Contexts of research formation.

The emergence and direction of these studies have been influenced by several
factors, including the scholarly interests and areas of expertise of faculty members,
the publication of key theoretical and research-oriented works, and a critical
engagement with earlier Safavid scholarship.

Discussion and Conclusion

As demonstrated in this study, Safavid-period research has constituted one of the
major and sustained areas of scholarly inquiry within the Department of Persian
Literature at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, particularly since the 2010s. A
diachronic examination of the research conducted in this field reveals several notable
trends. First, over time, scholars have increasingly turned to a wider range of sources,
especially lesser-known and previously underutilized materials. Through systematic
research and close engagement with primary sources, they have achieved more
detailed information and a more accurate historical and literary understanding of the
Safavid period. At the same time, the geographical scope of research has expanded
beyond the boundaries of Iran, creating opportunities for the study of cultural
exchanges and for comparative, cross-cultural investigations.

A second significant development is the growing prominence of cultural
approaches alongside traditional literary analyses in recent years. The adoption of
cultural perspectives has broadened the range of research questions and topics in
Persian literary studies, moving beyond an exclusive focus on poetic texts or on what
is conventionally labeled the “Indian style.” This shift has been facilitated in part by
the integration of Safavid studies with theoretical frameworks. The application of
theories such as discourse analysis has enabled new readings of Safavid sources and
fostered stronger connections between the literature of the period and its historical,
cultural, and political contexts. In doing so, such approaches have helped liberate
Safavid literature from purely decline-oriented interpretations or narrowly formalist
analyses, and have rendered the findings of literary research more relevant and
valuable to scholars in other fields of the humanities.

Overall, these studies have paved the way for more rigorous and systematic
research and for the exploration of previously neglected areas of Safavid literature.
As noted, literary and cultural conditions in regions such as the Ottoman domains
and Transoxiana have received relatively little scholarly attention, and within poet-
centered studies, the primary focus has remained on well-known figures such as
Bidel Dehlavi and Sa‘eb Tabrizi, while the poetic collections of many other Safavid-
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era poets await detailed examination. It is hoped that future research conducted by
the department will contribute to completing and expanding the field of Safavid
studies.
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