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Abstract

This study presents a comprehensive report on the scope and characteristics of
Safavid-era research conducted within the academic record of the Department of
Persian Language and Literature at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, from its
establishment in 1955 to October 2025. Employing an analytical-statistical
approach, the article examines all works produced in this department—books,
articles, dissertations, and theses—related to the Safavid period from four
perspectives: historical and geographical scope; research sources and corpora;
subject matter and methodological orientation; and formative factors and contextual
backgrounds.

The study aims to identify which historical spans and literary domains of the
Safavid era have received the most attention, which primary sources of that period
have been examined, and to what extent researchers’ approaches align with
previous scholarship and dominant perspectives on Safavid literature and history.
Through this analysis, major research trends as well as existing gaps within the field
of Safavid literary studies are revealed.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Department of Persian Literature at the University of Mashhad began its
academic activities concurrently with the establishment of the Faculty of Letters in
1955. During its first two decades, no significant trace of Safavid-period literature
can be observed in the department’s research output. This situation continued until
1977, when a master’s thesis entitled A4 Critical Study of the Poetry of Sa ‘eb Was
defended under the supervision of the late Dr. Gholamhossein Yousefi. This thesis,
along with a small number of related studies conducted during the 1980s and 1990s,
marked the department’s initial engagement with the literary period spanning the
tenth to the twelfth centuries AH. Thereafter, research efforts in this field gradually
increased, reaching their peak in the 2010s and the early years of the new century.

Among the published and unpublished works produced by faculty members and
graduates of the Mashhad Department of Persian Literature from 1977 to the present
(October 2025), a total of 231 research titles related to the Safavid period can be
identified. These works have appeared in various formats, including books,
dissertations, theses, and journal articles. The substantial volume of this research
output clearly indicates that, over the past several decades, the department has shown
sustained and focused attention to Safavid studies and the literary heritage of that
era.

Methodology

This article aims to provide a detailed and systematic report on the nature and
development of Safavid literary studies within the Department of Persian Literature
at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad. To this end, the scholarly output of faculty
members and students has been examined through an analytical—statistical approach
from the following four perspectives:

1. the historical scope and geographical focus of the studies;

2. the sources and research corpora employed;

3. the subjects and methodological approaches adopted;

4. the intellectual and institutional contexts in which the research was
produced.
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Results
Historical scope and geographical focus.

Most of the studies conducted have concentrated on relatively short historical
periods, with literary topics typically examined within a time frame of no more than
a single century. Such focused selections have enabled researchers to investigate
specific issues in the literary history of the Safavid era with greater precision and
depth, leading to more nuanced and original findings. In contrast to many earlier
studies, which tended to treat Safavid literature as a homogeneous and
undifferentiated whole and to categorize it under broad and generalized labels, these
more specialized investigations have identified diverse styles and modes of
expression. They have paid closer attention to literary genres specific to each century
and have increasingly turned toward new or previously neglected Safavid sources.

From a geographical perspective, approximately 48 percent of the studies are
limited to the territory of Iran. After Iran, the literary heritage of the Indian
subcontinent occupies the largest share of research attention, while other
geographical regions of the Safavid cultural sphere—such as the Ottoman domains
and Transoxiana—have received comparatively less consideration.

Sources and research corpora.

Among Safavid-period sources, poetic divans have attracted the greatest scholarly
attention, accounting for 36 percent of the studies. The divans of Sa‘eb Tabrizi (10
studies), Bidel Dehlavi (7 studies), and Qasemi Gonabadi (11 studies) are the most
frequently examined poetic collections and have often served as the primary focus
of research. Following poetry, tazkiras—an essential source for studying poets’ lives
and developments in literary history—constitute the second most frequently used
category of sources (27 percent). By contrast, collected correspondence (Munshaot),
travelogues, and popular narratives appear far less frequently in the research corpus.
The relative distribution of these sources is particularly significant, as it reveals both
the dominant orientations of research within the department and the areas that remain
underexplored in Safavid studies.

Subjects and research approaches.

Across the body of research on the Safavid period produced by the Mashhad
Department of Persian Literature, two principal approaches stand out: a literary
approach and a cultural approach. These perspectives have shaped both the choice
of topics and the analytical frameworks employed by researchers.
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Contexts of research formation.

The emergence and direction of these studies have been influenced by several
factors, including the scholarly interests and areas of expertise of faculty members,
the publication of key theoretical and research-oriented works, and a critical
engagement with earlier Safavid scholarship.

Discussion and Conclusion

As demonstrated in this study, Safavid-period research has constituted one of the
major and sustained areas of scholarly inquiry within the Department of Persian
Literature at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, particularly since the 2010s. A
diachronic examination of the research conducted in this field reveals several notable
trends. First, over time, scholars have increasingly turned to a wider range of sources,
especially lesser-known and previously underutilized materials. Through systematic
research and close engagement with primary sources, they have achieved more
detailed information and a more accurate historical and literary understanding of the
Safavid period. At the same time, the geographical scope of research has expanded
beyond the boundaries of Iran, creating opportunities for the study of cultural
exchanges and for comparative, cross-cultural investigations.

A second significant development is the growing prominence of cultural
approaches alongside traditional literary analyses in recent years. The adoption of
cultural perspectives has broadened the range of research questions and topics in
Persian literary studies, moving beyond an exclusive focus on poetic texts or on what
is conventionally labeled the “Indian style.” This shift has been facilitated in part by
the integration of Safavid studies with theoretical frameworks. The application of
theories such as discourse analysis has enabled new readings of Safavid sources and
fostered stronger connections between the literature of the period and its historical,
cultural, and political contexts. In doing so, such approaches have helped liberate
Safavid literature from purely decline-oriented interpretations or narrowly formalist
analyses, and have rendered the findings of literary research more relevant and
valuable to scholars in other fields of the humanities.

Overall, these studies have paved the way for more rigorous and systematic
research and for the exploration of previously neglected areas of Safavid literature.
As noted, literary and cultural conditions in regions such as the Ottoman domains
and Transoxiana have received relatively little scholarly attention, and within poet-
centered studies, the primary focus has remained on well-known figures such as
Bidel Dehlavi and Sa‘eb Tabrizi, while the poetic collections of many other Safavid-
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era poets await detailed examination. It is hoped that future research conducted by
the department will contribute to completing and expanding the field of Safavid
studies.
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