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Abstract

Women’s agency across all historical periods of Iran is a subject worthy of careful
consideration and analysis, as the degree of their presence or absence reflects both
their social position in each era and the ways patriarchal society engaged with them.
Accordingly, this interdisciplinary study, situated at the intersection of literature
and cognitive linguistics, employs an analytical-descriptive method and the
framework of conceptual metaphor theory to examine four prominent historical
texts from the Ghaznavid, Seljuk, Khwarazmian, and Mongol periods. The study
investigates the metaphors and source domains utilized in these texts to represent
the concept of “woman” and the cultural understanding associated with it. The
findings indicate that ideological beliefs and the power of rulers significantly
shaped these metaphors, positioning women within a context of instrumental
concepts. Moreover, through the projection of implicit political, economic, and
physical experiences across linguistic and lexical networks, women’s
objectification in these texts becomes evident. Ultimately, the research
demonstrates that the metaphorical concepts used for women correspond closely to
their social representation in reality, reflecting a strong connection between the
worldview embedded in discourse and the metaphors employed.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Due to the dominance of patriarchal culture and the prevalence of masculine
literature in ancient Iranian society, women in such a cultural context were externally
absent yet internally present in the minds and consciousness of the people. This
absence is more evident in Persian historical prose than in other literary and cultural
texts and therefore requires deeper contemplation—especially since the philosopher-
historian Will Durant argues that “according to the tribal traditions of Central Asia,
women among the Turks and Mongols possessed greater rights and held a more
esteemed status than in other periods and societies.” (Durant, 1999: vol. 1, p. 43).

However, do the assertions and concepts found in historical texts related to
periods of Turkic dominance over Iran (the Ghaznavids, Seljuks, Khwarazmians,
and Mongols) confirm this claim?

2. Methodology

The research method employed in this study is analytical-descriptive, based on
cognitive linguistics and conceptual metaphor theory. This approach is grounded in
the idea that “cognitive linguistics has gradually evolved into a systematic collective
movement within the humanities, aiming at a better understanding of human nature”
(Nili-Pour, 2015, p. 12).

Using this framework, we briefly investigate cognitive metaphors of women in
four historical texts, each representing a different era: Tarikh-e Beyhaqi (Ghaznavid
period), Rahat al-Sudur (Seljuk period), Sirat Jalal al-Din (Khwarazmian period),
and Tarikh-e Jahan-Gusha (Mongol period).

To achieve this aim, data were first collected from these texts. Then, after
identifying the cognitive function of each category of metaphors—each representing
a set of conceptual mappings—the data were analyzed to demonstrate how women
are represented in classical Persian prose.

3. Conclusion

This study aimed to elucidate the status of women during four periods of Turkic
dominance using a cognitive and conceptual metaphor approach. The data were
drawn from four historical texts: Tarikh-e Beyhaqi, Rahat al-Sudur, Sirat Jalal al-
Din, and Tarikh-e Jahan-Gusha.
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A descriptive analysis of metaphor types and their mappings reveals that
metaphors concerning women in these texts are predominantly ontological. The
concept of “woman” is frequently conceptualized through domains such as physical
phenomena, containers, and negative entities, with the highest frequency observed
in object-based metaphors.

The domain of history is filled with metaphors in which women are portrayed as
tools or inanimate objects of exchange. Although Turkic tribes, in their original
cultural context, accorded women a relatively high status, the spread of Islam into
Central Asia—and the subsequent cultural interactions among Arabs, Iranians, and
Turkic groups—Ied to the gradual replacement of many indigenous customs with
those of the dominant culture. Consequently, the position of women became largely
dependent on the conditions of this new socio-cultural environment.

A close examination of metaphorical frequencies shows that the
conceptualizations of women reflect the worldview of a patriarchal society. Across
these four works, however, representations of women are not entirely uniform.

The findings suggest that during the Seljuk and Khwarazmian periods—still
partially connected to their tribal traditions—there are fewer phenomenal, material,
and container metaphors, indicating that women retained aspects of their earlier
status. In contrast, in Tarikh-e Jahan-Gusha and Tarikh-e Beyhaqi, where tribal
traditions were more deeply influenced by Iranian-Arabic culture, the frequency of
such metaphors increases. This may also be attributed to Juvayni’s position within a
power-oriented elite, which informs the martial and hierarchical nature of his
metaphorical language.

In much of Jahan-Gusha, women are depicted as passive and subordinated
objects, often exchanged in peace treaties or wartime negotiations, represented
through warlike and courtly metaphorical schemata.

Given that historical texts are inherently shaped by political and economic
power—where events are narrated from the perspective of rank, wealth, and social
status—the historian operating within a courtly context inevitably reflects its
dominant ideology. Consequently, the prevalence of a courtly male perspective in
the cognitive metaphors of these texts—particularly in Tarikh-e Jahan-Gusha and
Tarikh-e Beyhagi—demonstrates the dominance of men over women. In these
works, the objectification of women stands in contrast to the personhood attributed
to men; although women are acknowledged as part of social reality, they are often
treated as entities requiring control and preservation.
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