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Abstract

Moniro Ravanipour’s novel Ahl-e Gharg (1989) is one of the most prominent works
of contemporary Iranian literature in representing the relationship between humans
and nature—particularly the sea—within the cultural context of southern Iran.
Using qualitative content analysis and an interpretive approach, this study examines
gendered encounters with the sea in the novel through the combined theoretical
frameworks of the ethics of care, ecofeminism, and environmental sociology. The
findings indicate that the women of Jofreh perceive the sea as a living, generative,
and relational entity, and their engagement with it is grounded in care, mourning,
ritual practice, and the preservation of communal bonds. In contrast, the men
predominantly regard the sea as a domain of labor, risk, and domination; even their
traditional rituals primarily serve purposes of control and ethical distancing. The
advent of modernity transforms this gap into open conflict: the masculine logic of
justice shifts toward instrumental domination and the commodification of nature,
while the feminine logic of care becomes marginalized, politicized, or culminates
in mythic death. The character of Mahjamal—depicted as the only male embodying
an ethics of care—stands as a tragic exception whose liminal position between land
and sea grants him the potential to mediate between the two perspectives, yet he
ultimately becomes a victim of complete rupture. The novel concludes with the
collapse of the settlement and the sea’s symbolic vengeance, offering an eco-ethical
warning about the consequences of erasing the feminine voice of care and
ecological embeddedness in the process of modernization.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Literary texts provide a critical space for examining human relationships with nature,
particularly in culturally and geographically specific contexts. In contemporary
Persian literature, southern coastal narratives offer a distinctive ecological
imagination in which the sea functions not merely as a setting but as an active and
influential force shaping social life, collective memory, and ethical orientations.
Within these narratives, the relationship between humans and the sea is deeply
intertwined with gendered experiences and cultural beliefs.

Moniro Ravanipour’s novel Ahl-e Gharg (1989) presents a myth-inflected
portrayal of a southern Iranian community whose existence is inseparable from the
sea. The novel constructs two contrasting modes of engagement with nature: a
predominantly masculine perspective associated with labor, risk, control, and
domination, and a predominantly feminine perspective grounded in care, emotional
attachment, ritual practice, and mourning. These gendered approaches reveal distinct
ethical frameworks through which the sea is perceived and experienced.

This study examines Ahl-e Gharg through the combined lenses of the ethics of
care, ecofeminism, and environmental sociology in order to analyze how gender
shapes ethical encounters with the sea. By situating the novel within the broader
context of modernization, the article argues that the disruption of care-based
relations with nature intensifies human—environment conflict and transforms
coexistence into rupture.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research design based on interpretive textual analysis
of Moniro Ravanipour’s Ahl-e Gharg. The analysis is conducted through close
reading and thematic coding, focusing on gendered representations of the sea and
the ethical meanings embedded in characters’ actions, rituals, and narrative
positions. Rather than treating encounters with nature as merely symbolic motifs, the
study approaches them as ethical practices shaped by social roles, cultural beliefs,
and historical change.

The theoretical framework integrates two complementary perspectives. First,
ecofeminism and the ethics of care, as articulated by Carol Gilligan, offer a
framework for distinguishing between care-based, relational moral reasoning and
justice-based, rule-oriented ethical logic, allowing for a gender-sensitive reading of
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moral responses to the sea. Second, environmental sociology contributes an analysis
of modernization, ecological embeddedness, and the structural transformations that
disrupt traditional human-—nature relations.

By combining these frameworks, the study analyzes the sea as an active ethical
agent within the narrative and examines how gendered modes of care, control, and
domination evolve under the pressures of modernity. This integrated approach
enables a multilayered interpretation of ethical conflict, ecological rupture, and
gendered experience in the novel.

3. Results

The textual analysis of Ahl-e Gharq reveals a clear gendered pattern in ethical
encounters with the sea, structured around two contrasting moral logics: care and
justice. Women and men in the narrative engage with the sea not only differently but
through fundamentally distinct ethical orientations that shape their perceptions,
actions, and responses to both tradition and modernity.

Female characters predominantly experience the sea as a living, relational, and
emotionally charged entity. Their engagement is grounded in practices of care,
including mourning, ritual performance, storytelling, prayer, and protective anger.
The sea functions as a space of memory, loss, fertility, and continuity, and women
maintain a reciprocal relationship with it even in moments of fear or grief. These
care-based encounters persist across different characters, from myth-bearing figures
who preserve collective memory to women who transform care into social or
political resistance under modern conditions. However, with the advent of
modernization, this care-oriented relationship becomes increasingly marginalized,
resulting in mythic death, symbolic transformation, or displacement.

Male characters, by contrast, primarily approach the sea through a justice-based
ethical logic centered on labor, risk, hierarchy, and control. Even when fear, myth,
or ritual is present, these elements tend to serve instrumental purposes aimed at
regulating danger and ensuring economic survival. With modernization, this logic
rapidly shifts from traditional control to instrumental domination, commodification,
and economic exploitation of the sea. The findings show that modernity intensifies
masculine distance from ecological embeddedness and accelerates the rupture
between humans and nature.

The character of Mahjamal emerges as a critical exception to this binary structure.
Positioned between land and sea, myth and humanity, Mahjamal embodies an ethics
of care despite being male. His liminal identity allows him to perceive the sea as
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vulnerable, relational, and wounded. However, rather than functioning as a mediator,
he becomes a tragic figure whose care-based orientation cannot survive within either
the traditional or modern order.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Ahl-e Gharg is not merely a regional or mythological
narrative but a profound ethical exploration of human—nature relations in a context
of transition from tradition to modernity. The novel portrays the sea as an active
ethical presence through which two fundamentally different modes of engagement
with nature are articulated: a justice-oriented logic of control and domination,
predominantly associated with male characters, and a care-oriented logic of
relationality, responsibility, and emotional attachment, largely embodied by female
characters.

The findings reveal that women’s encounters with the sea are grounded in
practices of care—including mourning, ritual, storytelling, and protective anger—
which sustain ecological embeddedness and collective memory. In contrast, male
engagements emphasize labor, hierarchy, and regulation and, under the pressures of
modernization, shift rapidly toward instrumental domination and the
commodification of nature. The study further shows that modernization does not
reconcile these ethical orientations but rather intensifies their tension, marginalizing
care-based relations and producing ecological and social rupture.

The character of Mahjamal functions as a tragic exception within this ethical
landscape. He embodies the possibility of mediation; yet his destruction signifies the
collapse of any remaining space for ethical coexistence. The eventual destruction of
the settlement and the sea’s symbolic retaliation underscore the novel’s central
warning: when care, ecological embeddedness, and relational ethics are excluded,
neither social stability nor environmental sustainability can endure. Ultimately, Ahl-
e Gharq offers a critical eco-ethical intervention, emphasizing the necessity of re-
centering care-based ethics in rethinking gender, power, and human relationships
with the natural world in modernizing societies.
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