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Abstract

The concept of "social oxidation" as the main category of this research represents
the erosion of social capital and structural crises of Iranian society during the life
of Simin Behbahani - a famous contemporary Iranian poet. The aim of the research
IS to analyze the manifestations of social oxidation in the poetry of Simin
Behbahani, focusing on the sonnet " Cheshm-e Lali Rang-e Khargushan ". The
research with a hermeneutic approach, after reviewing fifty social sonnets of
Behbahani's works, has chosen this poem as a study sample and examined its
conceptual relationships based on the theories of Durkheim (anomy), Marx
(alienation), Fukuyama and Putnam (social capital), Giddens, Seeman, Larsen and
Goffman and relying on author-centered theory. The validity of the findings was
also assessed by the validity of existing interpretations and the compatibility of
paradigmatic assumptions. The results indicate that concepts such as erosion of
social capital, social mirage, decline of social sunshine, feeling of powerlessness,
and the tragedy of social spectacle are manifested in Behbahani's poetry using
literary devices, and by marginalizing social development, it is closely related to
the social crises of the 1940s-1960s, such as the occupation of Iran by the Allies,
the 1953 coup, the political isolation of intellectuals, etc. The sociological analysis
of this poem expresses the poet's spirit of social and political activism and concern,
and his warning about the decline of social capital, the decline of civic participation,
and the need to create social awakening at the societal level.

Keywords: Social Oxidation, Structural hypertrophy, soft protest actions, Simin
Behbahani, hermeneutics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study develops and applies the concept of “social oxidation” as an interpretive
category for reading the social dimensions and structural ailments reflected in the
poetry of Simin Behbahani, with a focused case study on the ghazal “Cheshm-e Lali
Rang-e Khargushan” (selected poem). “Social oxidation” is proposed here as a
synthetic term denoting the progressive erosion of social capital and the diffusion of
structural crises in mid-twentieth-century Iran, a period contemporaneous with
Behbahani’s life and poetic activity.

The paper seeks to identify sociological manifestations of social oxidation in
Behbahani’s verse and to relate those manifestations to established sociological
constructs such as anomie, alienation, declining social capital, and dramaturgical
social performance.

The introduction situates the present inquiry within the field of literary sociology,
arguing that interdisciplinary concepts drawn from social theory can reveal latent
social layers within modern Persian poetry. Given a perceived gap in scholarship
intersecting social theory with contemporary Persian verse, the study adopts “social
oxidation” as a central analytical frame.

The paper positions Behbahani as both a literary figure and a social actor: her
poetic sensitivity, familial upbringing, and public presence are read as conditions
that made her particularly responsive to social ruptures—including the loss of public
trust, widening cultural strains, and declining civic engagement—that characterized
Iran’s sociohistorical transition during the 1320s—1340s SH.

The ghazal under study is read as a concentrated poetic testimony to those
historical pressures, simultaneously lamenting political oppression and critiquing
low levels of collective social agency among ordinary people.

Methodology

Methodologically, the research follows a qualitative hermeneutic design. After a
preliminary review of approximately fifty socially themed ghazals from Behbahani’s
collected poems, “Cheshm-e Lali Rang-e Khargushan” was selected as a
paradigmatic text for close reading.

The hermeneutic stance adopted is author-centered: interpretive judgments
incorporate the poet’s historical milieu and biographical horizon while privileging
textual evidence (motifs, imagery, rhetorical negation, and lexical recurrence). The
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paper defends this hermeneutic choice by referring to disciplinary reflections on
hermeneutics and the interpretive turn in humanistic inquiry.

To strengthen credibility, the study employs interpretive triangulation:
comparisons are made between the present reading, prior literary criticism of
Behbahani (notably analyses emphasizing social motifs), and broader sociological
interpretations of the historical period.

Results

Findings are reported under analytically distinct but interrelated themes that together
instantiate “social oxidation” in the poem.

First, the study documents the erosion of social capital as an overarching motif.
Drawing on theoretical discussions of social capital and its civic functions, the paper
demonstrates how Behbahani’s images of thirst, mirage, and arrested light function
poetically to represent a society whose networks of trust and reciprocity have been
weakened. The poem’s recurring refrains—for example, images translated here
from Persian lines about thirst and mirage—are read as metaphors for a social life
diverted toward sterility and despair.

Second, the analysis highlights symbolic registers of social despair that the paper terms
“social mirage” and “the eclipse of civic light.” These motifs, identified in key
couplets of the ghazal, indicate a durable and pervasive pessimism among social
actors and a sense that collective agency has been eclipsed. The paper connects
these poetic registers with accounts of historical trauma and political rupture
(occupation, coup, suppression of dissent) that, in the poet’s representation, have
deepened public demoralization.

Third, the study identifies a theme of structural hypertrophy (rendered in Persian as
farbehi-e sakhtar), where dense and overbearing structures dampen individual and
collective agency. Close reading of the poem’s meteorological imagery—repeated
references to dark clouds, relentless hail, and extinguished lamps—is interpreted as
a poetic representation of dominant structures that neutralize resistance and curtail
civic initiative. The argument remains descriptive: the poem depicts constraint and
withering agency rather than offering a programmatic political solution.

Fourth, the analysis identifies a strand designated as “‘soft protest” or nonviolent moral
agency. The poem’s rhetorical stance is read not as mere resignation but as a form
of restrained ethical protest: symbolic awakenings, calls to moral sensibility, and
evocations of reformist figures function as a noncoercive mode of social action. This
interpretive claim aligns with sociological concepts of expressive, nonviolent
collective action.
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Fifth, the poem is shown to represent feelings of powerlessness—an affective correlate
of alienation. Drawing on scholarship theorizing expectations of control and the
subjective experience of powerlessness, the study reads certain couplets as
articulations of diminished efficacy and frustrated agency, which collectively
contribute to the corrosion of social participation.

Finally, the paper emphasizes the poem’s dramaturgical language: mask, face, and
stage metaphors reveal a social performance in which public smiles conceal private
grief. This reading adopts a dramaturgical lens to show how Behbahani uses
theatrical tropes to expose the gap between public appearance and private sorrow—
a gap that amplifies social fragmentation.

Discussion and Conclusion

The concluding section synthesizes these findings and restates the primary claim:
Behbahani’s ghazal stages a multifaceted portrait of social oxidation—a slow social
corrosion marked by decaying trust, structural suffocation, moral alarm, and a
performative public sphere.

The paper argues that the poet’s verse not only documents social decline but also
performs an act of ethical witnessing that insists on awareness and civic sensitivity.

The conclusion further reflects on methodological limitations—namely, the
interpretive contingency of hermeneutic readings and the narrowed scope resulting
from focusing on a single poem—and underscores the value of interdisciplinary
conceptual tools for revealing the social content of poetic language.
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1. Bourdieu
2. Civil Society
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1. Giddens
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4. The Presentation Of Self in Everyday Life
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