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Abstract

With the importance of "experience™ in the West, which was due to paradigmatic changes in
science, philosophy, theology, and under the influence of trends such as the Reformation,
Protestantism, Romanticism, and modern theology; individuality, subjectivity, and the negation
of the church-mediated system of domination in relation to God and the sacred, and
consequently, biological, existential, religious, and mystical experiences, gained special
validity. Therefore, experience and its relationship with language, mind, memory,
emotions/feelings, body, context/context, tradition, and narrative became the focus of studies.
Gradually, the discussion of "diversity of experience” was raised, including types of religious
(James, Davis, etc.) and mystical (Otto, Stace, Katz, etc.) experience. In contrast to those who
insisted on the "immediacy" of religious and mystical experiences, some emphasized the
existence of "mediators” (Katz, etc.). This means that every experience occurs within a
framework that makes that experience possible. In a sense, mystical experience is not immune
to the mediating capacity of language and other mediators (including narrative). Language,
narrative, imagination, concept, and form are mediators and intermediaries that formulate and
transmit internal, abstract matters, ideas, and theories. Narrative as a mediator does not merely
reflect content, but is inseparable from content, meaning that it is not possible to achieve a
minimum of content (in this discussion, mystical experience) by setting aside narrative. This
means that the manner of narration, the act of narration, and the type of narration are also
content-creating. Rumi's narrative style in the Masnavi and his storytelling techniques, which
begin with tangible and pervasive human affairs and issues and familiar situations and gradually
deal with existential details, dead ends, failures, departures, and conclusions, cause the stories
and digressions of the Masnavi to simultaneously shape and advance two types of movement:
horizontal and expanding movement and deep and vertical movement. In this particular
narrative style, the level of the narrative and the “form of a legend" for the general audience
come into play, and the depth and inner nature of the narrative provide the ground for
metaphorical and interpretive understanding and immersive reading for specific and specific
audiences. In immersive reading, the audience/reader is provided with the opportunity to re-
experience (experience the initial experience). In this article, we first address the role of
narrative as a mediator, and then we demonstrate Rumi's specific methods of storytelling and
creating a platform for the audience's re-experiencing.

Keywords: Rumi's Masnavi, narrating, mystical experience, re-experiencing,
audience.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

With the increasing importance of “experience” in the West—arising from
paradigmatic changes in science, philosophy, and theology, and under the influence
of movements such as the Reformation, Protestantism, Romanticism, and modern
theology—individuality, subjectivity, and the negation of church-mediated systems
of domination in relation to God and the sacred gained prominence. Consequently,
biological, existential, religious, and mystical experiences acquired special validity.

Therefore, experience and its relationship with language, mind, memory,
emotions/feelings, body, context, tradition, and narrative became the focus of study.
Gradually, the discussion of the “diversity of experience” emerged, including types
of religious (James, Davis, etc.) and mystical (Otto, Stace, Katz, etc.) experience.

In contrast to those who insisted on the “immediacy” of religious and mystical
experiences, some emphasized the existence of “mediators” (Katz, etc.). This
suggests that every experience occurs within a framework that makes that experience
possible. In this sense, mystical experience is not immune to the mediating capacity
of language and other mediators (including narrative).

Language, narrative, imagination, concepts, and form act as mediators that
formulate and transmit internal, abstract matters, ideas, and theories. Narrative, as a
mediator, does not merely reflect content but is inseparable from it; thus, it is not
possible to attain even a minimal level of content (in this case, mystical experience)
by setting aside narrative.

2. Methodology

In this study, we first consider narrative as a mediator and then examine Rumi’s
modes of narration as a means of enabling re-experience for the audience. The aim
of this study is not merely to understand narration or mystical experience, but to
focus on the audience’s re-experience.

We draw on four theoretical frameworks: Ricoeur’s theory of narrative, Fisher’s
narrative paradigm (objective connection), and Ingarden’s concept of indeterminacy
(points of non-recognition).

According to the assumption of this research, narrative is an indispensable form
of conceptualization and can serve as a suitable vehicle for expressing and
transmitting mystical experience. Mystical experience is an initial and
transformative experience that the mystic encounters directly and for the first time;
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therefore, it cannot be fully expressed. The mystic thus faces the limitations of
language and attempts to use negative, metaphorical, and narrative forms of
expression.

In the Masnavi, Rumi, as the author, places his own mystical experience at the
center of the narrative, and the reader (addressee) can re-experience it through
immersive reading. To explain how this is possible, the study examines the
characteristics of narrative, the reader, and different modes of reading, as well as the
concept of experience. In addition, the narrative, linguistic, and experiential features
of the Masnavi are analyzed.

3. Results

This study argues that narrative—its manner, act, and type—is also content-
generating. Rumi’s narrative style in the Masnhavi, along with his storytelling
techniques, begins with tangible and familiar human situations and gradually moves
toward existential details, dead ends, failures, departures, and conclusions.

This approach causes the stories and digressions of the Masnavi to generate and
advance two simultaneous movements: a horizontal, expansive movement and a
deep, vertical movement.

In this narrative style, the surface level of the narrative functions as a “legend-
like form” accessible to a general audience, while its depth and inner structure
provide the ground for metaphorical and interpretive understanding and immersive
reading for more specialized readers.

Thus, the audience can re-experience the author’s personal experience—here,
Rumi’s mystical experience. Through the stories of the Masnavi, Rumi teaches his
audience; they can learn about life, mystical truths, and develop a deeper
understanding of themselves.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

In immersive reading, the audience/reader is provided with the opportunity to re-
experience (that is, to experience the initial experience). This article first examines
the role of narrative as a mediator and then demonstrates Rumi’s specific methods
of storytelling in creating a platform for such re-experience.

Based on this study, it can be argued that the Masnavi is a work that contains
Rumi’s mystical experiences and, when accompanied by a proper mode of reading,
can enable the reader to re-experience those experiences.
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Re-experience results from the convergence of three components—narration,
reading, and imagination—which connect the worlds of the author and the reader
and create a shared space through which experience can be transmitted.

In this sense, the reader can inhabit the imagined world constructed by the author
and, alongside Rumi, re-experience what he experienced. Mystical experience is
profound and exceptional, and not everyone can access it; however, active
engagement with the Masnavi can facilitate this process, provided that the reader is
able to immerse themselves in the narrative and the imaginative world created by the
author.
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2. Representation
3. configuration
4. Digression

VAo OTAY e 2) (R e S Ol G SCals) (alos stiaples Sliss S5 el b ass s .0
6. Transitional Space
7. Narrative Space



\Yo VO AYY a5 2l o)l (ol 6 S il 0 (g Cblis (g S 253k

1y ol o] Laglials 5 ol s S5 )Ltisn cp Sl oS 355 0 (fnios Jlrd @Sp 355
T D3lo3 Spnd 5 (e > ok ysabo s b (3 anad (231550 4 Sl pl) 3,8 e (b b 53K s
Sl 4 53,85 akdl 2355 3 o 5 A8l s wn Jl (e Ll e el (105 oS Jlme 5 b
Obbaad b S ¢ J3on 3l (Sl 4 ¢ omios o 40 (3ol o)l sed il S 4 2 1) SN o6 S0
S5 5 S miase 53 5 s 0L Cuaslie 555 3 (631 b agarlpe o (Sledils ST s suide 4 .l 5L

3135 (e Ol g LD 4 Ll 5 e 5,50 B St

A%k bl .0
(b 5 ) s 93 a1y bl 5l . w;,gh@wwnj%;w;ﬁ\ﬁujw%ﬁ@f
iy S Bl il 5 Calsy ool 353056 5 e Ol 4 L5 on 45 Sl Jal Ll A o oS
S n oy (Pl e ol JlB & Juusi b 65l

el Al ol sS e ey e oy J b

10055 35,5 g3 oy 0di S Ol Ol 53 Sl S e )
(YYVA Vo3 AYVA (5 5)50)

335 o B33 (LIS el 5 (UES ) 505 gl o

oo O e S ooblpae el 5l b S S
53 s dd a5 S e 3 4 05 &l b 3SR s

(\Y’Y '—\Yi\q \CJ a“‘\//\ aé)jjﬂ)

:w‘bﬁzﬂ&\éJﬂgJ)tsdewbuﬂﬁang‘)bb((CQ:»MAU))M)
LS ol | o@ijﬁfm ;j}};..ﬂlj((@;wl;»q’s&ﬁ
OOTY 10 .5 VYA (5 5)5e)

1. Altered state of consciousness
2. Immersing in the text
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1. Holistic vision
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2. Repetition & alternation
3. Resonance
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