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Abstract

Majma’ al-Fuzala’ by Muhammad-‘Arif Bukhara'1 is one of the general biographical Tazkiras
composed during the late tenth and early eleventh centuries AH (16™-17™ centuries CE). The work
is particularly valuable for its information on the poets of Iran, Transoxiana, and the Indian
subcontinent who were contemporary with the author. To date, only the Lahore manuscript and a
transcription prepared by Nafisi are known to survive. The published edition of the work was based
solely on Nafisi’s transcription, and many of the transcription’s errors and omissions consequently
entered the printed text.

The present study, supplements the limited existing information about Muhammad-‘ Arif Bukhara'1,
and critically re-examines a number of previously accepted but inaccurate claims. For example, the
author’s pen name has repeatedly been recorded as “Liqa’1,”, whereas researchers and critical editors
edited and changed it as “Baqa’1.” Likewise, contrary to earlier claims that he entered India in
979/1571-72, available evidence suggests that this journey most probably took place in 999/1591;
The article also evaluates the textual history and previous edition of Majma’ al-Fuzala’,
demonstrating the necessity of preparing a new critical edition on account of numerous textual
problems, including missing biographies, omissions of prose passages and verses, erroneous
readings, and the absence of an adequate scholarly introduction and annotations. Finally, the study
briefly outlines the editorial principles of the new edition and introduces its major supplementary
sections, including the introduction, appendices, annotations, and indices.
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Edition.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Poets Tazkiras are considered one of the most important sources of Persian literary
history. A considerable portion of the information available to literary historians
concerning poets and writers derives from these biographical anthologies. Each
tazkira possesses its own historical and literary significance and therefore deserves
independent scholarly study. Nevertheless, the critical editing and investigation of
certain tazkiras are of greater priority, particularly works that either exerted
substantial influence on the tazkira tradition or preserve materials unavailable in
other sources. The importance of such works becomes even greater in cases where
limited or fragmentary information survives concerning a particular literary milieu
or historical period. One notable example is Majma ' al-Fuzala’ by Muhammad-Arif
Bukhara’1, a general biographical Persian tazkira whose compilation began in the
closing years of the tenth century AH (sixteenth century CE) and continued into the
first quarter of the eleventh century AH (seventeenth century CE).

2. Methodology

This study is based on library research and textual analysis. Its primary sources
consist of manuscript materials, printed editions, and related historical and literary
works.

3. Results

Majma’ al-Fuzala’ by Muhammad-'Arif Bukhara’i is one of the important general
biographical Persian tazkiras of the late tenth and early eleventh centuries AH. The
work contains important information about the literary situation and the lives and
poems of poets from Iran, Transoxiana, and the Indian subcontinent. Despite the
significance of this tazkira, very few witnesses of the text have survived. At present,
only one manuscript copy—the Lahore manuscript—and a transcription prepared by
Nafisi are known. The previously published edition of the work was based
exclusively on Nafisi’s transcription, despite its numerous omissions and textual
inaccuracies. The new critical edition of Majma’ al-Fuzala’ has therefore been
prepared primarily on the basis of the Lahore manuscript while also collating
Nafisi’s transcription. In addition, the author’s source materials and the diwans of
the poets cited in the tazkira were consulted in order to emend corrupt readings and
restore omitted passages.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

Existing biographical accounts of Muhammad-‘Arif Bukhara’1 are generally brief
and, in some cases, inaccurate. The present study re-examines and corrects several
previously accepted assumptions regarding the author’s life and works.

1-

The author’s poetic pen name has frequently been misrecorded as “Baqa’'1”
on the basis of unreliable printed texts containing numerous transcriptional
and typographical errors. However, all known manuscripts of Majma’ al-
Fuzala’ consistently record the name as “Liqa’'1.”

The similarity between his name and pen name and those of two other tazkira
writers—Abu al-Baqa’ Tafreshi (pen name: Baga'1) and Muhammad Darabi
(pen name: ‘Arif)—has led to confusion among later researchers.
His birthplace is Bukhara, but some have mistakenly considered him to be
from Badakhshan.

Before migrating to India, he travelled through several regions, including
Balkh, Shahr-i Sabz, Tashkent, Fergana, Iski Bag Khazar, and Andigan. This
itinerary contradicts the assumption that he departed directly from Fergana to
India.

Most previous sources state that he entered India in 979 AH (1571-72 CE).
However, the evidence suggests that the word sab n in these reports is likely
a scribal corruption of #is n. Since the author was demonstrably present in
Transoxiana until at least 995 AH (1587 CE), and since he dedicated Majma’
al-Fuzala’ during this period to the ruler of Andigan, it is more probable that
his arrival in India occurred in 999 AH (1591 CE).

From approximately 999 to 1005 AH (1591-1597 CE), his movements can
be traced through various regions, including Orissa, Bengal, Agra, the district
of Wazirpur in Sarkar-i Bayana, the Deccan, Gujarat, Agra, Lahore, Agra,
Mandu, the Deccan, Ahmadnegar, Baran in the province of Ranthambore,
and the banks of the Ganges River.

He praised ‘Abdullah Khan Shaybani, the ruler of Transoxiana, and Esfandiar
ibn Khusraw, the ruler of Andegan, in his poems, and was introduced among
the poets of Jalal al-Din Akbar and his son Jahangir, the rulers of India, but
he himself did not mention the latter subject.

Mushfeqi Bukhara'1, Khaki Balkhi, Malek Qomi, and Nizamuddin Ahmad
were among his teachers, and Qazi Abulfayz and Muhammad-Ayyub
Tashkenti were among his students.
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9- While passing and living in different regions, he met some poets, such as
Fagari Samargandi in Bukhara, Mirak Wesali and Saleh Nedai in Balkh,
Najmi Kashmiri in Shahr-e Sabz, Sharhi Jami in Fergana, Dakhli Gilani in
Lahore, Mahzouni Samargandi in Baran town of Ranthambore Sobe, etc.

10- Although some sources claim that Muhammad- Arif survived until 1025 AH
(1616-17 CE), the available evidence indicates only that he was alive until
1019 AH (1610-11 CE), and he most likely died before 1025 AH.

The preparation of a new critical edition of Majma’ al-Fuzala’ became necessary
because of major deficiencies in the previous printed edition, including:

1- incomplete or severely defective biographies;

2- the omission of 112 entries;

3- defect of some sentences and verse;

4- absence of some sentences and verses;

5- incorrect recordings in many biographies;

6- failure to use the sources of Majma’ al-Fuzald’ and the poets’ diwans in correcting
incorrect and incomplete recordings;

7- infiltrating additions and critical editions based on Hashem Shayeq's speculations to
the original text of the tazkira;

8- lack of a scholarly introduction on the descriptive bibliography and codicology of
the work, the complete biography of the author, the necessity and method of critical
edition;

9- lack of useful annotations for textual problems and historical and geographical
proper nouns and transcribing biographies from later and unreliable sources.

The Lahore’s manuscript and the Nafisi’s transcription appear to derive from two
distinct recensions of Majma’ al-Fuzala’, and their variant readings have therefore
not been combined in the new critical edition. In addition to a comprehensive
introduction, the new edition includes annotations in textual, historical,
geographical, and lexical categories, as well as detailed indices of personal names,
place names, books and treatises, verses, and hemistichs.
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