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Abstract

Raymond Williams’ theory of the “structure of feeling,” which emphasizes emotions,
lived experience, and prevailing cultural forces, provides a framework for
understanding the dynamics of social transformations within literary texts. At historical
moments on the brink of change, feelings, lived experiences, and the hidden rhythms
of culture manifest themselves in narrative and literary forms before formal structures
have the chance to respond. Iranian Constitutional literature emerged within such
turbulent transitions, when dominant intellectual, political, and social structures were
destabilized by emerging forces. This study applies Williams’ framework to Salim
Khan Adib al-Hokama’s Sohbat-e¢ Sang va Sabt, reading it as a cultural text that,
through humor, imagery, and narrative, represents and critiques addiction as a
structural phenomenon in the Qajar era. By analyzing seven key elements—including
critiques of traditional medicine as residual structures, depictions of monarchy and
addicted armies as dominant or flawed structures, the collapse of social order, and the
emergence of a new structure of feeling as a form of cultural resistance—the study
demonstrates how the work produces a critical and awareness-raising narrative within
prevailing discourses. By shifting the addict’s position from “criminal” to “social
patient,” the author not only responds to the structural crisis of his time but also
constructs an empathetic, ethically grounded vision of cultural reconstruction. This
analysis highlights the interrelation of language, form, humor, and critical
consciousness, showing that Sohbat-e Sang va Sabi functions not merely as a critical
text but as a space for the emergence of an alternative structure of feeling in opposition
to the dominant cultural order of the Constitutional period.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study examines the representation of social crisis and the reconstruction of
collective feeling in Sokbat-e Sang va Sabii (Conversation of the Stone and the Wine
Jug) by Mirza Salim Khan Adib al-Hokama, through the theoretical framework of
Raymond Williams, particularly his concept of the “structure of feeling.” Williams,
one of the founding figures of British Cultural Studies, reconceptualized culture not
as a collection of elite artistic products but as a lived process embedded in historical
and material conditions. His notion of the structure of feeling refers to shared yet not
fully institutionalized forms of experience, affect, and perception that characterize a
particular historical moment (Williams, 1977). These emergent configurations of
feeling often appear in literary and artistic works before they become stabilized as
formal ideologies.

Situated in the socio-political context of late Qajar Iran and the Constitutional
era, Sohbat-e Sang va Sabui addresses the widespread crisis of opium addiction.
Addiction, which had gradually expanded since the Safavid period and intensified
during the Qajar era, had become a deeply rooted social and cultural phenomenon
affecting diverse social classes—from court elites and intellectuals to soldiers and
ordinary citizens. Rather than treating addiction merely as a moral failing or
individual weakness, Adib al-Hokama situates it within broader structures of
governance, medical discourse, and social decay.

This research argues that Sokbat-e Sang va Sabii is not merely a historical
document or moral treatise but a cultural intervention that participates in shaping
critical consciousness during a transitional historical moment. Through satire,
narrative experimentation, and discursive displacement, the text both reflects and
reconstructs collective feeling in an era marked by constitutional aspirations,
political instability, and social disintegration. By mobilizing Williams’s categories
of dominant, residual, and emergent cultural formations, this study demonstrates
how the text negotiates competing forces within Qajar society and contributes to the
formation of a new structure of feeling aligned with reformist and constitutionalist
sensibilities.
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2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, interpretive approach grounded in interdisciplinary
cultural-literary analysis. The primary analytical framework is Raymond Williams’s
cultural materialism, particularly his concepts of dominant, residual, and emergent
structures, alongside the structure of feeling as elaborated in Marxism and Literature
(1977).

The text is analyzed as an active cultural artifact rather than a passive reflection
of historical conditions. Accordingly, attention is given to multiple levels of meaning
production:

e Narrative structure and characterization, including allegorical figures
such as “Mr. Opium-Smoker” and other symbolic personae;
e Language and stylistic hybridity, including the interplay between ornate
classical prose and colloquial expressions;
o Discursive strategies, especially satire, irony, and caricature;
e Representations of social institutions, including traditional medicine, the
absolutist state, the military, and religious groups.
Through close reading, the study identifies how the text articulates tensions among
residual (traditional medical beliefs and mystical practices), dominant (Qajar
absolutism and hegemonic power structures), and emergent (constitutionalism,
scientific rationality, reformist consciousness) cultural formations.

Rather than isolating addiction as a social pathology, the analysis situates it
within a network of cultural meanings and institutional failures. Special attention is
given to moments where emotional intensities—disillusionment, irony, indignation,
anxiety, and hope—coalesce into a shared sensibility that signals a shifting structure
of feeling. In line with Williams’s theory, these affective elements are treated as
historically significant indicators of cultural transition.

3. Discussion

The findings reveal that Sokbat-e Sang va Sabi constructs a multi-layered critique
of Qajar society by exposing the complicity of various institutions in the proliferation
of addiction. Three principal forces are foregrounded: traditional physicians
promoting opium as medicine, the absolutist state, and a morally deteriorated
military.

First, the text critiques traditional medicine as a residual structure—a cultural
formation inherited from the past that continues to operate despite its
incompatibility with modern scientific discourse. By satirizing charlatan physicians
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and absurd remedies, Adib al-Hokama exposes the persistence of pre-modern
epistemologies that legitimize addiction. These residual elements are not passive
survivals but active components of hegemonic continuity, reinforcing outdated
norms and resisting reform.

Second, the Qajar state is depicted as the dominant structure responsible for
institutional decay. The government appears not as a protective authority but as a
facilitator of corruption, negligence, and moral decline. Through biting satire and
ironic narration, the author challenges the naturalization of political authority—a
process Williams identifies as central to cultural hegemony. By destabilizing the
state’s legitimacy in narrative form, the text opens discursive space for
constitutional critique and reformist aspirations.

Third, the portrayal of an addicted and ineffective military symbolizes the collapse of
modernization efforts. The army, ostensibly a sign of national renewal, remains
entangled in both residual traditions and dominant corruption. This image reflects a
deeper crisis of confidence and contributes to what may be interpreted as a shared
emotional register of distrust and anxiety—a core component of the emergent
structure of feeling.

A particularly significant transformation occurs in the representation of the addict.
In dominant Qajar discourse, the addict was often stigmatized as morally corrupt and
socially disposable. Adib al-Hokama rearticulates this figure as a social patient
rather than a criminal deviant. This discursive displacement marks a shift in cultural
perception: addiction becomes a symptom of systemic dysfunction rather than
individual immorality. Such redefinition reflects an emergent ethical sensibility
aligned with reformist and proto-modern social thought.

Moreover, the stylistic hybridity of the text—its mixture of elevated classical
prose, colloquial language, satire, digressions, and narrative fragmentation—mirrors
the instability of a society in transition. The restless, digressive structure embodies
what Williams describes as the lived, affective dimension of historical change.
Language itself becomes a site of cultural struggle, generating collective feelings of
ridicule, indignation, resistance, and cautious hope.

Through humor and exaggeration, Adib al-Hokama does more than criticize; he
cultivates a shared emotional community among readers. Satire functions as a
medium for collective recognition, enabling society to perceive its own
contradictions. In this sense, the text participates actively in constructing a new
cultural horizon, anticipating ideological transformation through affective
realignment.
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4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that So/bat-e Sang va Sabii is not merely a reflection of
Qajar social realities but a performative cultural act engaged in reconstructing
collective feeling during the Constitutional era. By applying Raymond Williams’s
theoretical framework, particularly the concepts of dominant, residual, emergent
formations and the structure of feeling, the analysis reveals the text’s dynamic role
in mediating historical transition.

Adib al-Hokama exposes residual medical beliefs, critiques the dominant
absolutist state, and portrays institutional decay, especially within the military.
Simultaneously, he articulates an emergent structure of feeling characterized by
critical awareness, ethical reconsideration, and reformist aspiration. The redefinition
of the addict as a social patient signals a profound discursive shift, reflecting broader
transformations in moral and social imagination.

The stylistic and linguistic complexity of the text reinforces this cultural work.
Its hybrid prose and satirical mode generate a lived emotional resonance that
precedes formal ideological articulation. In Williams’s terms, the text captures the
affective texture of a generation experiencing crisis and striving toward renewal.

Ultimately, Sokbat-e Sang va Sabu should be understood as an active participant
in the cultural struggles of its time. It not only documents the crisis of addiction but
contributes to reshaping collective consciousness by challenging hegemonic
narratives and fostering a new configuration of shared feeling. Through its interplay
of satire, narrative experimentation, and cultural critique, the work exemplifies how
literature can function as both a site of representation and an agent of historical
transformation.
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