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Abstract

In the cataloguing of the manuscripts of Saba’s Shahanshahname, errors and slips
are evident in both the codicological and textual aspects. The present article is
dedicated to reporting codicological errors; therefore, we have examined
components such as registration and numbering, name of copyist, date of copying,
number of illustrations, and the count of folios and lines as described in specialized
and composite catalogues. Bearing in mind that researchers and editors are
inevitably required to consult catalogues, the correction of these errors and mistakes
becomes necessary. Through this study, the preparation of a revised inventory of
the manuscripts of Shahanshahname becomes possible, and the textual description
and codicological research on it gain credibility. In this research, a descriptive-
analytical method with a comparative approach has been employed. To this end, we
first gathered and recorded the codicological components of each manuscript from
the specialized and composite catalogues. Then, relying on images of the
manuscripts, we verified each component in order to identify the incorrect items.
To organize the research, we classified these items based on codicological
components and presented each under the respective component with the
manuscript’s details. While correcting, we also endeavored to trace the origins of
the errors.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Shahanshahname of Fath'ali Khan Saba of Kashan, commissioned by Fath'ali
Shah Qajar, is one of the most significant historical-epic poems of the Qajar period.
Despite its importance, the complete text has never been published, and its
manuscript copies—fifty-three in total—are scattered across libraries and museums
in Iran and abroad. Thirty-six copies are preserved in lIranian institutions and
seventeen in foreign collections. Among these, thirty-five contain the full text, while
others are fragmentary or selective.

Cataloguing these manuscripts, undertaken in both dedicated and general Persian
manuscript inventories, has been marked by numerous descriptive and technical
errors. While European catalogues tend to show a higher degree of accuracy, Iranian
ones contain considerable inaccuracies—ranging from duplications and
misattributions to incorrect data concerning copyists, dates, foliation, and
illumination details. Recognizing these errors is crucial for future textual description
and scholarly editing of Shahanshahname.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical and comparative method, examining
various catalogues—individual (e.g., Majlis, Melli, Malik, Sana, Tabriz, Meshkat,
Dehkhoda) and composite (e.g., Fihrist-e Nuskheh-ha-ye Khatti-ye Farsi, Fankha,
and Dena)—to identify and analyze cataloguing mistakes. Cross-checking was
conducted with the actual manuscripts (through digital images) to determine the
exact nature and sources of these errors.

3. Discussion
The analysis reveals six principal categories of codicological errors:

1. Registration and numbering mistakes — including the double registration of single
manuscripts and misreferenced entries. For instance, the Tehran, Melli, No. 1111
manuscript appears twice in the Persian general catalogue with inconsistent data,
and Tehran, Melli, Nos. 129 and 23 (No. 282) were incorrectly treated as separate
volumes though they form a single copy.

2. Errors in identifying copyists (scribes) — the most pervasive type of mistake. The
introduction (dibacheh) by Abdol-Vahhab Musavi Esfahani (Neshat) was
repeatedly misinterpreted as the scribe's signature, leading to his incorrect
identification as the copyist of at least five manuscripts, even one written after his
death (1244 AH). Examples include Tehran, Melli, Nos. 23 and 129, Vienna,
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National Library, No. A.F.1, and Hyderabad, Talpurs' Collection, No. 101. The
study also deciphers hidden or abjad-encoded names (e.g., Ahmad, son of Mirza
Ali-Askar Tafreshi, in Tehran University, No. 103) and corrects cases of
paleographic misreading, such as confusing Mirza Lotfali with Mirza Fathali.

3. Dating errors — arising from misreadings of handwritten numerals or
misunderstanding of contextual evidence. For example, the Tehran, Melli, No. 1111
copy was dated 1202 instead of 1232 AH due to misreading the ligature of "thirty"
in Persian script.

4. Annotations and marginal notes — occasionally helpful, but sometimes misleading.
Some library notes, accession records, or ownership remarks were mistaken for
scribal colophons, thus causing chronological and attributional confusion.

5. Illustration count and description — discrepancies between catalogues range widely.
For example, the Malik Library, No. 5998 manuscript is described as having 18, 25,
or 28 miniatures depending on the source; the accurate number is twenty-five.

6. Foliation and line count — common numerical inconsistencies are found in both
specialized and composite catalogues, such as confusing page count with line count
(e.g.,"15 pages" misread as "15 lines" in Melli, No. 1111). In several cases, scribal
fatigue or varying line density also caused miscounting.

Across these six categories, the causes of error fall into two broad groups:

A. Technical or typographical errors, often arising during typesetting or cross-
referencing between catalogues.

B. Scholarly or observational oversights, such as haste, inattentiveness to
colophons, or misinterpretation of handwriting and abbreviations.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Iranian catalogues of Shahanshahname manuscripts
contain a notably high density of codicological inaccuracies, ranging from
typographical faults to substantive misreadings. The most critical among these
involve the misidentification of scribes—particularly the repeated confusion
between Neshat Esfahani as author of the preface and as the supposed copyist. Other
frequent errors concern the numbering, dating, and enumeration of folios, lines, and
illustrations.

By systematically tracing and correcting these inconsistencies, the research
contributes toward a revised and reliable inventory of Shahanshahname manuscripts,
essential for any future critical edition or philological study. Moreover, the analysis
highlights methodological weaknesses in Persian manuscript cataloguing
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traditions—specifically, overreliance on prior catalogues without direct manuscript
inspection, and insufficient verification of paleographical and historical details.

Therefore, the study emphasizes the need for comprehensive re-cataloguing and
scholarly review of Iranian manuscript holdings, guided by modern codicological
standards. Only through such revision can the textual transmission and artistic
heritage of Shahanshahname be accurately understood and preserved.
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