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Extended Abstract

Introduction Human understanding of the world is facilitated through the classification and creation
of oppositions between semantic groups. Based on this epistemological approach, our individual and
collective identities are formed not in a vacuum, but in light of the "Other" and through reliance on
distinctions. The epic, as a literary genre whose core is warfare, manifests the stabilization of identity
through opposition. The central problem of this research is that, contrary to the common perception,
the enemy in the epic is not a static element or merely a symbol-of moral evil, but possesses a fluid
nature. This study seeks to investigate the nature and trajectory of enmity and opposition within the
epic framework.

Methodology This study employs an analytical-descriptive approach using a synthesized theoretical
framework. In this synthesized model, Carl Schmitt's thought for explaining "the political" based on
the friend/enemy distinction is linked:with Chantal Mouffe's views on the distinction between
"antagonism" and "agonism." Furthermore, Charles K. Ogden's theory is utilized for the semantic
analysis of thresholds of opposition and the shifting of boundaries. Accordingly, the mythical and
heroic history of the Shahnama is considered a continuous long narrative. This approach allows the
enemy to be analyzed as astructural element within the epic plot.

Findings Research findings indicate that opposition in the Shahnama does not follow a linear pattern
but adheres:to a process of metamorphosis. At the dawn of mythical history, from Kiumars to
Tahmures, the enemy (the Div) is a non-human and faceless being; this maximum distance between
the "Self" and. the "Other" results in maximum cohesion of the internal front. During Jamshid's era,
complete victory.over the external enemy leads to an absence of enmity, causing the hero's combative
energy to turn inward, necessitating Jamshid's downfall so he may occupy the role of the enemy.
Subsequently, Fereydun, recognizing the ontological necessity of the enemy's existence, refrains from
killing Zahhak and, by binding him, keeps the enemy in a state of suspension and storage, as the
elimination of evil would result in its dispersion throughout the world. In the following period, the
threshold of opposition contracts and penetrates inward, as the conflict takes on a racial character—
transforming from a battle against the Div and Zahhak into a struggle between the kindred races of
Iran and Turan. Ultimately, with the defeat of Afrasiyab and Turan, the boundary of enmity becomes
even more internalized, where Rostam and later Sistan are perceived as the enemy, signifying the
progressive internalization of hostility.

Conclusion The primary outcome of this research is the explication of the "Law of Conservation of
Conflict" within the epic world, meaning that the force of contradiction is never eliminated but merely
changes its level and object. The Shahnama demonstrates that in the epic structure, enmity is not a



chance occurrence but an ontological necessity. Eliminating the enemy condemns the hero to passivity
and brings the narrative to an end. Furthermore, analyzing the trajectory of oppositions proves that as
the narrative progresses, conflict leans from an epic battle toward a tragic one because it has become
more internalized. Ultimately, it can be said that in the epic, one can eliminate the "enemy," but one
cannot eliminate "enmity"; moreover, the removal of an enemy often leads to more internalized forms
of hostility.

An Analysis of the course of the enemy's transformation in Shahnameh based on the
theories of confrontation and others

Abstract

The present study explicates the evolutionary process of the "enemy" metamorphosis during the
mythical and heroic eras of the Shahnama. Employing an integrated theoretical framework—
incorporating Carl Schmitt’s concept of "the political," Chantal Mouffe’s "agonism," and Charles K.
Ogden’s "semantics"—this research demonstrates that opposition in the epic is not merely a plot device
but a structural necessity for identity production: To this end, the evolution of conflicts from the reign
of Kiumars to Bahman is analyzed. This trajectory includes several stages: the era of "Absolute
Otherness" and the battle against the Divs, analyzed as'the origin of identity boundaries ; the "Law of
Conservation of Conflict," explaining how the total elimination of external enemies during the reigns
of Jamshid and Kay Khosrow led to the internalization of hostility; Fereydun’s strategy of "storing the
enemy" (Zahhak) to maintain political cohesion; and the structural failure of liminal characters like Iraj
and Siyavash. Finally, the battle between ‘Rostam and’ Esfandiyar is examined as the zenith of
internalized conflict, where:the most familiar epic elements transform into the "Other," rendering the
struggle profoundly tragic.

Keywords: Shahnameh, .confrontation, enemy, Carl Schmitt, Chantal Mouffe, antagonism, epic.
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