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Abstract

The present study aims to analyze the power relations and the constitution of the
mercenary subject in Gholamhossein Saedi’s play, Gorg-ha, based on Louis Althusser’s
theoretical framework. The primary research problem is to elucidate the mechanisms
through which a dominant system transfigures indigenous.agents into instruments of
repression against national interests. The research methodology is qualitative, rooted in
structuralist content analysis, utilizing key Althusserian concepts such as reproduction,
Repressive State Apparatuses (RSA), Ideological State Apparatuses (ISA), the
materiality of ideology, and interpellation. Findingsindicate that the Russian consulate,
by employing a reward as an ideological apparatus, fosters:an exclusionary competition
among the servants and facilitates the metamorphosis of indigenous identity through the
materiality of ideology (embodied in military uniforms). Results suggest that in Saedi’s
dramatic world, colonial. power initially interpellates individuals into submissive
subjects and, once their function in the reproduction of dominance is exhausted,
eliminates them via the repressive apparatus. Ultimately, this work provides a systematic
representation of the structural suicide of subjects who, within an imaginary relationship
to reality, have been reduced to the executive arm of an occupying regime.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction: In the history of Iranian dramatic literature, Gholamhossein Saedi stands not
merely as a playwright but as a clinical pathologist of social decay. His play, Gorg-ha, is
narrated within‘a historical-political context that illustrates the pervasive influence of
colonialism and the subsequent erosion of national solidarity. The fundamental problem of this
research is to analyze the process through which the structure of power succeeds in mobilizing
indigenous subjects against their own collective interests. In this work, the traditional binary of
“good versus evil” is supplanted by structural determinism. While conventional readings of
Saedi’s works have often focused on other dimensions, the necessity of this study lies in
utilizing Louis Althusser’s theory to demonstrate how structure precedes individual agency.
Althusser posits that ideology is the representation of the imaginary relationship of individuals
to their real conditions of existence. In Gorg-ha, this imaginary relationship is lived tragically
by the Attendants. The objective of this research is to elucidate the mechanisms through which



the Russian Consulate, as the epicenter of power, succeeds in reproducing its dominance. The
primary research questions are: How does the system of rewards function as an ideological
apparatus? And how does the repressive apparatus ultimately consume its own subjects? This
introduction paves the way for understanding that the Attendants are not ignorant victims, but
rather material components of a repressive structure.

2- Method: The methodology of this research is descriptive-analytical, utilizing qualitative
structuralist content analysis. The analytical framework is built upon Louis Althusser’s
intellectual system regarding the state and ideology. To achieve a precise exposition, the text of
the play has been deconstructed based on five operational axes: First, Reproduction: Examining
how the colonial system of dominance produces and sustains its own tools of survival, including
the loyalty of mercenaries. Second, Ideological State Apparatuses (ISA): Here, the “reward”
and the “logic of mercenarism” are analyzed as institutions whose function“is<to distort
consciousness and replace national solidarity with individualistic competition. Third,
Repressive State Apparatuses (RSA): The role of the Russian soldier, weaponry, and
imprisonment are examined as coercive tools that function as complements.to ideology. Fourth,
The Materiality of Ideology: Drawing on Althusser’s thesis that ideology exists in material
practices, behaviors such as the changing of the corpse’s clothing and the ritualized drunkenness
of the soldier are analyzed. Fifth, Interpellation: The process through which power hails the
individual and grants them a fabricated identity (such as a mercenary or a criminal). The
research data were analyzed through the extraction of key dialogues and stage directions and
their systematic alignment with these five theoretical.concepts in an argumentative manner.

3- Results: The detailed findings of the research reveal a sophisticated system of subject
transformation. A) The Predominance of Ideological Apparatuses over Indigenous
Consciousness: The findings indicate that the Russian consulate, by offering a reward for a
soldier’s corpse, places the Attendants in a state that Althusser defines as an “imaginary
relationship to reality.” They believe that by finding or fabricating a corpse, they will achieve
wealth and liberation, while in reality, they are reinforcing their own colonial shackles. B) The
Material Embodimentof Ideology in the Object of Clothing: A pivotal result is the analysis of
the costume-change scene. When the first Attendant dresses a murdered local man in Russian
military attire, he demonstrates that, in the eyes of the structure, truth is a constructed entity.
The military uniform, as a-material tool, alters the essence of the corpse. This signifies the
materiality. of ideology, where a material object (the uniform) triumphs over biological and
national reality. C) Exclusionary Competition and the Reproduction of Dominance: The results
suggest that_colenial power, by fostering a competitive atmosphere among the Attendants,
transfigures the conflict between “occupier and occupied” into a conflict between “indigenous
and indigenous.” The first through fourth Attendants, instead of uniting against the consulate,
conspire to eliminate one another to claim the reward. This is precisely the “reproduction of the
conditions of preduction” of dominance emphasized by Althusser. D) The Transformation of
Kinship Ties through Interpellation: In the climax, when the fourth Attendant realizes the
deceased is his uncle, it is too late to retract his actions. Power (embodied by the Russian soldier
and the fifth Attendant) interpellates him as a “murderer.” He, who was previously an active
subject, suddenly becomes a subjected entity. This result demonstrates that the RSA is always
poised behind the ISA to liquidate subjects who are no longer functional.

4- Discussion and Conclusion: The final discussion of this research focuses on the nature of
“structural suicide” in Saedi’s works. Gorg-ha is more than a political drama; it is a
manifestation of the subject’s collapse within the grip of the structure. Based on Althusserian



analysis, the Attendants in this play embody a class that Althusser calls “subjects in the service
of reproduction.” They are driven to betrayal not because of inherent wickedness, but because
of their placement within a specific structural position (mercenarism). The general conclusion
indicates that Saedi profoundly understood that colonialism is not merely a physical presence,
but a process of subject-making. This process begins with interpellation (the call to service at
the consulate), continues through material practices (the search for the corpse and identity
forgery), and concludes with overt repression (arrest and execution).

This research concludes that in the dramatic world of Gorg-ha, there is no escape for the
subjects unless the structure itself is dismantled. Because the Attendants are submerged in the
ideology of the reward, they are unable to perceive the totality of the structure; consequently,
they all fall prey to the very system they served. This study emphasizes that Saedi’s critique is
a structuralist one, showing how power internalizes even human emotions—such as the
nephew-uncle relationship—into its logic of profit and repression. Ultimately, Gorg-ha is the
story of human beings whom the structure of power has turned into wolves against one another.
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