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1. Introduction

We may call Nima the “mourner of modern Iranian poetry”: one who “seeks both to

preserve the other and to let the other go.” The dead in Nima’s poetry are the living who entrust
their “ashes” to the winds of the “future.” In mourning, it is the “memory” and remembrance of
the deceased that consoles the survivors. It is here that death draws close to art. In a “mournful”
reading of Nima’s poetry, it is precisely this “written” dimension of his art that lends itself to
“dialogue”—the very thing that “weakens the souls of human beings and subjects them to
forgetfulness, because people place their hopes in writing and neglect the power of recollection”
(Plato, 1401 [2022]: 1270).

Nima’s poetry—this “new dwelling place” of the Iranian human being—is a realm of

absences and forgetfulness, a place where the presence of meaning is repeatedly deferred:
“Meaning must await being spoken or written before it can find a dwelling for itself and become
what it is through its own deferral: meaning. Writing does not know where it is going” (Derrida,
1400 [2021]: 70). Thus, we see that, in authentic texts, the presence of “absence” is more
decisive than the presence of “presence.” This is why “becoming and process” constitute the
fundamental characteristic of the “minor literature” that Nima founded.

Nima’s use of allegory and symbolism should likewise be understood within the domain

of the “mournful.” From this perspective, Nima’s “nights,” too, should not be reduced, as is
customary, merely to “despotism and suffocation.” It is a characteristic of Nima’s “language of
mourning” that it fails in its attempt to “represent” the external world. The failure of Nima’s
language also drives him toward a “fracturing of language.” By altering the “grammar” of
Persian poetry, Nima also transformed the “form of life” of the Iranian people. The emergent
ontology that was “opened up” within the history of contemporary Iranian literature through
Nima’s “New Poetry” was the “tragic nature of being,” which is intertwined with Nima’s
“linguistic essence.”

What the “father of modern poetry” gave to the “future generations” of modern Iranian
literature was, in the Derridean sense of the term, a “gift”: the “possibility of experiencing
childhood.” Childhood and history, by virtue of the fundamental ruptures inherent in them, resist
wholeness and the possession of a continuous line of “experience.” The fact that, as Nima
approaches the final decade of his life, the outward “form” of his poems becomes increasingly
concise and increasingly resembles that of the “essay” suggests that, in the “experience of
modernity,” these two forms—poetry and the essay—are rooted in a shared, fragmented reality.

2. Methodology



This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and examines the concept of
mourning in Nima Yushij’s poetry from a Derridean perspective.

3. Results

Mourning, in its very essence, entails both preserving and relinquishing the identity and
memories that remain after a loss. It is in such a situation that we can “do justice to our identities.
We must mourn them, love them by consigning them to the fire, and faithfully desire the burning
fragments of their remains” (Dooly & Kavanagh, 1400 [2021]: 53).

In explaining the “concept of mourning” from a Derridean perspective, the question of
“deferral” is so “vital” that, fundamentally, “deferral constitutes the very essence of life. Life is a
primordial trace in relation to being determined as presence. This is the only condition under
which we can say: life is death” (Derrida, 1392 [2013]: 51). The most vital “trace™discernible in
the “deferral of mourning” is the “desire” for this very “loss”—the desire for death.

This section examines poems such as 4jaq-e Sard (“The Cold Hearth), Ri Ra, Kak-Ki,

Darug, and others. It should be noted that these selections predominantly consist of short and
cohesive poems from the later period of Nima’s life, which embody and atticulate the
preliminary arguments concerning “mourning” developed in this study:

4. Discussion and Conclusion

From a “mourning” perspective, nature and the Iranian human being found in Nima’s

poetry, for the first time, the possibility of arriving at an.understanding of their own “being” and
of the world in which their history would not be merely the history of the dead. In the poetic
interpretation found in poems such as Dar Shab-e Sard-e Zemestani (“On a Cold Winter Night™),
Kak-Ki, Shab Ast (“It Is Night”), and Darug, as well as in similar works by Nima Yushij,
“meaning,” through a deconstructive “deferral,” neither submits to “presence” nor ceases to
withdraw into recurrent “absence’; this, in itself, is'a characteristic of “death.”

In Nima’s poetry, the human being is a survivor who, by preserving the memory of the

grief caused by a beloved’s loss, continues to “open” that beloved within a “being-toward-the-
future” and to live on.“Mourning” is not the same as “lamentation,” although both are rooted in
the soil of a shared “negativity.” In “lamentation,” we too die along with the deceased and join
the “seven-thousand-year-olds”; in “mourning,” however, it is the deceased who, by preserving
their own non-being, experiences the being and history of the future. It is the Qoqnoos
(Phoenix) that livedlife amid the “ashes” of its own death and mourning.



Abstract

In death, what remains of the deceased is a “trace” over which the “survivors” mourn.

The paradox of “preserving” and “losing” the one who has been lost is one from which the
mourner cannot escape. We bury our loved ones not because we wish to forget them, but in order
to reclaim them. “Failure” in the work of mourning is a precondition for “success.” Conversely,
mourning that succeeds is, paradoxically, a form of “failure.” In other words, either we have
been unable to forget and the deceased remains “alive” for us, or we have consigned them so
completely to the soil of oblivion that no “trace” of the dead remains in our memory.
Reconstructing the memory and remembrance of the deceased while acknowledging that they
have assented to “death” connects the concept of “mourning” to the categories of “time” and
“futurity.” The history of the dead is the history of those yet to come, guiding the survivors
toward “being-in” and “being-toward.” From this perspective, Nima’s poetry constitutes a focal
point for the concept of “mourning” in modern Iranian literature. By burying tradition, Nima not
only did not lose the past but also “opened up” new possibilities for a new mode of Iranian
being. Drawing on the Derridean inflection of the concept of “mourning,” this study examines
examples from Nima’s poetry that embody and articulate this concept.
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