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ABSTRACT
PURPOSE/RESEARCH QUESTION

Although the Magamat-e Hamidi by Qadi Hamid al-Din Balkhi has been widely studied, the
textual value of its selection in Safine-ye Tabriz (copied 722 AH) has never been independently
assessed. This study asks: How reliable is the Safine witness? What corrupt readings can be
clarified through comparison with Anzabi-Nezhad’s edition? And, from a genealogical
perspective, to which known witnesses is it most closely related?

METHODOLOGY/APPROACH

Employing a comparative and critical-textual method, this study collates the readings of the
introduction and five maqamas preserved in Safine-ye Tabriz (Library of the Iranian Parliament,
MS 14590) against Anzabi-Nezhad’s edition, with additional reference to the editions of Mirza
Aga Qamare’'1. and Abrqi’l. Readings are evaluated based on internal stylistic, semantic, syntactic,
and rhetorical evidence, as well as manuscript genealogy.

KEY FINDINGS

The Safine witness is textually complex. It preserves superior readings that resolve ambiguities in
Anzabi-Nezhad’s edition (e.g., payan for bayan, chahar-riza for chahardah-riiza, manal for
manazel). Conversely, it contains omissions and corruptions (e.g., nakanam for bikonam). The
scribe, Abu al-Majd Tabrizi, demonstrates high fidelity to his exemplar, often transmitting errors
found in the old Madina manuscript (668 AH), suggesting a shared archetype. Marginal notes and
variant readings also indicate he consulted multiple manuscripts.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION

This study provides the first independent critical assessment of the Magamat-e Hamidi1 selection
in Safine-ye Tabriz, demonstrating its relative textual authority. It identifies specific superior
readings for future critical editions, clarifies the scribe’s fidelity to an early textual tradition, and
establishes a genealogical link between the Safine and the Madina manuscript, contributing to the
textual history of classical Persian magama literature.
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1. Introduction and Research Problem

Safine-ye Tabriz is a significant Persian manuscript anthology compiled by Abu al-Majd
Muhammad b. Mas‘ud Tabrizi between 721 and 723 AH (1321-1323 CE). It contains 209 treatises
on a wide range of subjects. Among its selections is a portion of the Magamat-e Hamidi, the
celebrated work of Qadi Hamid al-Din Balkhi, comprising the introduction and five magamas.
This Safine witness, copied on 18 Shawwal 722 AH, is likely the second-oldest'dated manuscript
of the work. While numerous studies have examined the literary and rhetorical aspects of the
Magamat, the textual value of the Safine selection has not been independently assessed. The
principal modern edition by Reza Anzabi-Nezhad, though authoritative, has ‘been criticized for
inconsistencies, highlighting the need for renewed textual criticism. This study addresses three
questions: How reliable is the Safine witness? What corrupt readings can be clarified through
comparison with existing editions? And, from a textual-genealogical perspective, to which known
witnesses is the Safine manuscript most closely related?

2. Literature Review and Theoretical / Analytical Frameweork

The manuscript tradition of the Magamat-e Hamidi is.characterized by considerable textual
variation, scribal errors, omissions, and corrupt readings. Anzabi-Nezhad’s edition, based on the
old Madina manuscript (668 AH) and several ‘other witnesses, has been the standard critical
edition. However, previous scholarship, notably by Ebrahimi and Yart (1393), has pointed to
inconsistencies in some of its readings, emphasizing the need for renewed textual criticism. This
study is positioned within the framework of classical Persian textual criticism (nagd-e matn),
which prioritizes internal evidence—stylistic, semantic, syntactic, and rhetorical coherence—
alongside external manuscript evidence. The analytical framework evaluates readings not solely
on the antiquity of a witness but on:their conformity to the author’s stylistic patterns and the
broader textual tradition.

Research Gap and Expected Contribution

The gap lies in the absence of a systematic, critical evaluation of the Safine witness for the
Magamat-e Hamidr. This study fills that gap by providing a detailed comparative analysis,
identifying superior readings, diagnosing corruptions, and establishing a genealogical
relationship between the Safine and the Madina manuscript, thereby contributing to a future
critical edition of the text.

3. Methodology /Materials and Analytical Approach

This study employs a comparative and critical-textual method.



STUDY DESIGN / Qualitative and comparative textual criticism; manuscript collation.

APPROACH
The selection of Magamat-e Hamidi in Safine-ye Tabriz (MS 14590,
CONTEXT /Libra of the Iranian Parliament), containing the introduction and five
MATERIALS o ' ’ e Y v
maqgamas.
The corpus consists of the entire Safine selection (approx. 7.5 pages). It
SAMPLING / i1s compared with Anzabi-Nezhad’s edition (primary), and secondarily
SELECTION with the editions of Shamim and Abrqu’i, andireadings from other
manuscripts cited therein.
DATA Textual collation of variant readings; analysis of marginal notes in the

COLLECTION Safine manuscript.
Evaluation of readings based on linguistic, semantic, syntactic, rhetorical,
stylistic, and contextual evidence; assessment of manuscript genealogy.

ETHICS / QUALITY Not applicable. Quality assured through systematic comparison and
ASSURANCE internal consistency checks.

ANALYSIS

4. Results

The analysis reveals that the textual status of the Safine witness is complex. First, it preserves
readings superior to Anzabi-Nezhad’s edition. Examples include manal instead of manazel payan
(end) instead of bayan (explanation), which restores semantic coherence; farah (joy) in parallel
with tarah, restoring rhetorical balance; chahar-riiza (four-day-old) instead of chahardah-riza
(fourteen-day-old), supported by the oldest Madina manuscript and historical parallels; nasim-e
bazan (blowing breeze) as.an older form; and garira (urine glass) in the diagnosis of the lover’s
illness, which is more.contextually appropriate. than alternatives. Second, the investigation
identifies numerous omissions and corruptions in the Safine selection. Examples include the
omission of dariid (blessing), averse concerning the healing of noblemen’s pain, phrases involving
Alexander and Khidr, and'corrupt readings such as nakanam (I do not) where the context requires
bikonam (I do). Third, the study finds significant correspondences between the Safine and the
Madina'manuscript. Numerous unusual readings, including distinctive lexical choices and stylistic
features (e.g., repetition of verbs despite a preceding verbal antecedent), are shared by these two
witnesses, suggesting they descend from a common archetype. Fourth, evidence of textual
collation is present in the Safine itself; a marginal notation using the letter k4@’ indicates the scribe
compared his text with another manuscript, and variant readings shared with different witnesses
(e.g., Madina, Topkapi1) suggest he consulted multiple sources while maintaining fidelity to his
principal exemplar.

Optional Results Snapshot

?l?e(::ll:g / Evidence / Indicator Interpretation
}S{?;gﬂl(gs i payan vs. bayan; chahar-riza vs. The Safine preserves authentic early

Safine chahardah-riiza; manal vs. manazel readings that resolve ambiguities and



Finding

/ Evidence / Indicator Interpretation
Theme

restore coherence in Anzabi-Nezhad’s
edition.

. _ The scribe was  highly faithful,
Omissions of dariid, verses; corrupt ..
. transmitting errors from an old exemplar,
nakanam for bikonam;

m .
) . > but also made mistakes due to haste or
correspondences with Madina MS . .
1nattention.

Scribal Fidelity
and Errors

The Safine and Madina manuscripts likely
descend from a common archetype or
parent manuscript.

Genealogical ~ Shared unusual readings and stylistic
Relationship features with Madina MS (668 AH)

Marginal kha’ notation; readings The scribe consulted multiple manuscripts
matching different witnesses during = copying, enriching the textual
(Madina, Topkap1) tradition.

Evidence
Collation

5. Conclusion and Implications

The study concludes that the Safine-ye Tabriz selection of Magamat-e Hamidi possesses
considerable textual value, though its reliability is relative rather than absolute. Despite its
omissions and corruptions, it preserves a number. of readings preferable to those in established
printed editions, including Anzabi-Nezhad’s. These readings can help resolve textual ambiguities
and contribute to a future critical edition. The study further demonstrates that Abu al-Majd Tabrizi
should be regarded as a highly faithful transmitter of his sources; his reluctance to emend difficult
readings allows important features of an‘early textual tradition to survive. The numerous
correspondences between the Safine and the Madina manuscript, together with readings apparently
drawn from more than one witness, provide important evidence for reconstructing the textual
genealogy of the Magamat-e Hamidi. Overall, the Safine should be incorporated into future textual
studies and critical editions of this major work of classical Persian maqama literature. The findings
also illustrate the broader importance of Safine-ye Tabriz as a repository of early textual traditions
and a significant source for the study of the transmission and textual history of Persian literary
works.

Limitations and Future Research

A key limitation is the unavailability of some manuscripts of the Magamat-e Hamidi, which
restricted the collation to readings cited in Anzabi-Nezhad’s edition. Future research should
examine the Safine witness against a wider range of extant manuscripts to further refine the
textual genealogy.
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