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Abstract

In the western philosophical tradition from the pre-modern, modern, and post-
modern eras, different narratives of the concept of “truth” can be seen. In the
meantime, Martin Heidegger presents a narrative of truth. He considers the concept
of "truth” to be the same as the issue of "being" and "existence”. From his point of
view, the way to reach "being" also passes only through the existence of Dasein - as
the enlightenment of existence. This means that the truth can be reached with the
possibilities hidden in human existence. Among all the possibilities of human
existence, Heidegger insists on the possibility of "seeing" and calls it the purest
manifestation of truth or "being”. Accordingly, he assumes other fundamental
possibilities of human existence, such as understanding, curiosity, and thinking, as a
kind of "seeing”. In the mystical tradition, including in the mind and language of
Rumi, the concept of “seeing" has a prominent presence and crystallization, and he
used "eyes" or "seeing" for everything, including the heart, soul, ears, etc. believes,
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as if everything is "seeing. Although Heidegger's and Rumi’s perception of the
concept of truth and its relationship with the concept of "seeing" cannot be claimed
to be the same, the ontological approach of the two gave various dimensions and
manifestations of the concept of "seeing" and its relationship with the concept of
"truth" in the works of Rumi's poetry and prose.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Philosophy has long been preoccupied with the nature of “truth”. Martin Heidegger
offers a new interpretation of truth, delineating the pathways to its comprehension.
Among the manifold possibilities of Dasein—human existence in relation to truth—
he foregrounds "seeing," asserting that “everything is seeing”. Consequently, he
extends this concept to encompass other possibilities such as understanding,
curiosity, and thought, recasting them as forms of "seeing". The attention to "seeing"
in relation to "truth" has a parallel in the mystical tradition, particularly in the works
of Mowlana Rumi (Rumi henceforth). Considering human existence, Rumi
considers "seeing" as an intrinsic aspect of human being, intimately connected to
"truth". By saying "everything is seeing", he attributes this capacity to other
possibilities such as the heart, soul, and ear. Considering the issues, the main aim of
this study is to see when Heidegger and Rumi emphasize that "everything is seeing",
what precisely constitutes "seeing" within their respective philosophical
frameworks, and how this is connected to the revelation of "truth".

2. Method

Taking into consideration the issue that the concept of "seeing" in Heidegger's
philosophy and Rumi's thought has different traditions and origins, this study tried
to shed light on the ignored dimensions of the concept of "seeing" in Rumi's works.
This study applied a descriptive-analytical method, using Heidegger's understanding
of "seeing". It was also tried to open up a new horizon about Rumi studies for
readership.

3. Results

Heidegger believes that “truth” is the same as “being”, and being can appear before
the eyes and reveal a vision of itself. From his perspective, the sensory perception of
"seeing" when confronted with phenomena merely shows the manifestness of
phenomena and perceives them. That is, among the sensory perceptions of Dasein,
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only "seeing" is "real”. "Real" in its purest and most primitive sense means that it is
only the discoverer in a way that can never be covered. Heidegger believes that
human beings are always moving between "seeing" and "looking". To him, human
beings go forth and back from one vision to another. Accordingly, their existing
capabilities can have the possibility of "seeing". It is just like "understanding" that,
according to Heidegger, in its existential projecting nature forms something that we
call the vision of Dasein. A vision that exists existentially with the openness of that
place, in a way that it is the primary Dasein. Regarding "curiosity" Heidegger
believes that it is a remarkable existential tendency of Dasein, according to which,
Dasein becomes a kind of seeing ability. Moreover, he believes that thinking can
hear and at the same time see, or see what is heard. That is, thinking is a kind of
listening that looks. While thinking, we abandon the usual seeing and hearing,
because thinking makes us to listen and look. According to mysticism, the perception
of truth is highly associated to the concept of God or the heavenly beloved.
Therefore, for instance, when Rumi talks about the fundamental elements of human
beings’ existence such as language, reason, and perception, he makes an effort to
open a window to the soul of the world through revealing these matters. From Rumi's
perspective, in the first step and after achieving "fana" (vanishing or integrating) and
the manifestation of "baga" (existence), one of the existential transformations for the
mystic is the opening of the "inner eye" or "insight" with which he can contemplate
the real truth of this world (i.e., the Creator). Rumi states that “whoever frees himself
from his own self/ makes his eyes familiar with the secret". Rumi considers “seeing”
as everything and recognizes the entire existence of the mystic to be "looking". He
utters "everything is seeing" in a very famous couplet in his Masnavi “man is seeing,
the remaining is flesh and skin/ whatever his eyes see, he is the same thing”. When
it is said that Rumi considers everything to be "seeing", it means that from his point
of view, the existential possibilities of human beings, including heart, soul, and ear
are considered "seeing" in essence. According to Rumi, the fundamental and true
task of heart is "seeing". "Shams al-Hagh Tabrizi says with the bud of the heart/ if
your eye opens, you can see us". Rumi believes that the soul of human beings can
see. He says "If He makes me a favor, He opens the eyes of the souls™. Rumi believes
that man’s ear also has an eye and can see. "If ears act truly they will be eyes/
Otherwise, the told things will only go through the ears."

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Heidegger believes that the truth of “being” can be perceived and the perception of
this truth is primarily shaped by the existential possibilities of human beings; that is,
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Dasein. Heidegger believes that from among these possibilities, the capacity for
“seeing” or “observational perception” is strongly connected to the concept of
“truth”. Accordingly, this capacity is inherent in other existential possibilities of
Dasein like thinking and understanding. In other words, other existential possibilities
of human being can also “see” and “observe”. It is exactly for this reason that
Heidegger believes that seeing and observational perception are all-encompassing.
Moreover, Rumi discusses 'seeing' in relation with the concept of truth. His “truth”
has to do with the “soul of the world” or the divine beloved, considering the features
of mysticism. Rumi considers everything “seeing” and believes that heart, soul, ears,
etc. can see. He emphasizes that the ability of seeing is the possibility of these things.
Considering the above-mentioned issues about Heidegger's debate on seeing and
considering what Rumi utters in this regard, it can be concluded that despite
profound differences, there are some overlaps between the two perspectives.
Considering the issue, the researchers can do more on the issue of “seeing” in the
mystical thought of Rumi.
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