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Abstract

Ibn Abi al-Donya is one of the most famous traditionalists and writers of the
3rd century AH. He has written numerous works, though they have not been
duly noticed by Iranian researchers, and no research has been conducted on
his works in Persian. A large number of works of 1bn Abi Al-Donya are on
asceticism and Sufism. His works are among the first sources of Sufism and
Sufi writers after him. Therefore, the oldest or first sources of some Sufi
sayings and anecdotes are the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya. The existence of
many sayings and anecdotes in Sufi texts, such as Bostan al-Arefin va Tohfat
al-Moridin, the oldest sources of which are the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya,
proves this claim. Among the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya, the books that have
received the most attention are Al-Reqqgat va al-Boka, Mojabi al-Da’vat, Al-
Manamat, Al-Tahajjod va Qiyam Al-Layl, Zamm al-Donya, and Al-Zohd.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Abu Bakr Abdullah bin Mohammad bin Obayd bin Sofyan bin Qays Qorashi, known
as Ibn Abi al-Donya, is one of the Arab ascetics, traditionalists, and writers of the
3rd century AH. Ibn Abi al-Donya is one of the prolific writers, writting on various
subjects, especially in the field of asceticism and Sufism. The works and letters of
Ibn Abi al-Donya have been widely noticed by the writers after him. Despite the
abundance and importance of Ibn Abi Al-Donya's works, they have not been
addressed as they should be and no research has been published on his works in
Persian language. This study tried to show the importance of Ibn Abi al-
Donya’s works among the early sources of Sufism, especially Bostan zl-
Arefin va Tohfat al-Moridin.

2. Method

Bostan al-Arefin va Tohfat al-Moridin is among the ancient Sufi texts written
by Fagih Abu Nasr Ahmad bin Khair. This book is one of the most important
sources of sayings and anecdotes of pious people, ascetics, and Sufis It
contains three hundred anecdotes. During the research in the primary sources
of its sayings and anecdotes, the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya were appeared to
be of high significance. The importance of Ibn Abi al-Donya's works made it
necessary to study all his printed works and to extract and examine more
closely the common sayings and anecdotes. Further researches showed that
the oldest sources of some sayings and anecdotes of Sufis are the works of
Ibn Abi al-Donya.

3. Results

Ibn Nadim has recorded the names of thirty-six books written by 1bn Abi al-
Donya in his Al-Fehrest. After him, Shams al-Din Mohammad Zahabi has
recorded his works in the Siyar A'lam al-Nobala and listed the names of one
hundred and sixty-three of his books. Contemporary researchers have counted
the list of his works up to 228 volumes, but only 63 of them have been printed
and published so far. Most of the works have been critically edited based on
old manuscripts. Most of Ibn Abi al-Donya’s works are on asceticism and
Sufism and perhaps for this reason, most of the old authors considered him to
be the author of the books on asceticism. In fact, the subject of asceticism is a
general subject of his writings, and it is rare to find a subject of asceticism and ethics
that he has not written an independent book about.



The authors of Sufi texts have widely used the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya.
His influential role is quite obvious in the cases where his name appears in
the chain of narrators. Ibn Abi al-Donya’s works due to various reasons such
as age, authenticity, variety of topics and multiplicity, became source works
in the field of asceticism and Sufism, and many authors quoted and adapted
many materials from them. Moreover, since very few works of the early
sources of Sufism have survived and been published, Ibn Abi al-Donya’s
works are very important.

Although his books are on various subjects, they are all written in the
manner of the books of the traditionalists. Under each general title, he has
collected ddocumentary narrations (that is, narrations with the name of the
chain of narrators up to the first speaker) in the form of independent
narrations. He has categorized all the narrations that had heard from his
teachers and put each category under an umbrella title. In addition, in some
of his works, he has classified the narrations into smaller categories. Under
each title and considering the order of the narrations, he first includes the
hadiths of the Prophet, then the sayings of the Prophet’s companions, then the
sayings of the subordinates, then the sayings of the subordinates of the
subordinates, then the sayings of the sages, and finally, the poems of the poets.
Probably due to his writings method, some researchers have considered those
works to be the link between hadith books and Sufi books.

Although some researchers have considered Ja'far Kholdi to be the first
person to collect Sufi’s stories and stories in a book, but before him, Ibn Abi
al-Donya collected and wrote many stories of ascetics. Ibn Abi al-Donya’s
works on asceticism and Sufism are considered early sources, sayings, and
anecdotes. For example, the oldest sources of some of the sayings and
anecdotes of Bostan al-Arefin va Tohfat al-Moridin are Ibn Abi al-Donya’s
books. It was found that the oldest document of some stories of the Sufis, such
as the stories of Habib Ajami and Rabe'e Adaviye, are Ibn Abi al-Donya’s
books. The importance of these stories is due to their rarity and also due to
their fewness in ancient Persian and Arabic texts. Later writers have repeated
the same anecdotes and sometimes they have named their sources and
references and sometimes they have not mentioned them.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

A large number of works of Ibn Abi al-Donya are on asceticism and Sufism. His
works are among the early sources of Sufism, and many authors have quoted and
adapted material from his works. In other words, from the works of 1bn Abi al-
Donya, many Sufi sayings and anecdotes have found their way into other
books, and the oldest sources of some Sufi sayings and anecdotes are the
works of Ibn Abi al-Donya. In cases where the only known source of these
sayings and anecdotes is the works of 1bn Abi al-Donya, this issue becomes
more important. The evidence for this claim is the existence of many sayings
and anecdotes in Sufi texts, including Bostan al-Arefin va Tohfat al-Moridin,
the oldest sources of which are the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya. Examining the
printed works of 1bn Abi al-Donya shows that the author of Bostan al-Arefin va
Tohfat al-Moridin used his works directly or through other sources. Among his
works those that have received the most attention are Al-Reqqat va al-Boka, Mojabi
al-Da’vat, Al-Manamat, Al-Tahajjod va Qiyam Al-Layl, Zamm al-Donya, and
Al-Zohd.
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