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Abstract

The history of Monshaat genre dates back to the pre-Islamic era. The genre was
dominantly used by the court secretariat who were interested in using Arabic words
and structures, complexity of writing and using words, and the use of figures of
speech. However, Monshaat genre underwent significant changes in middle of the
period due to the social changes. This study tried to explore the evolution of the
literary genre in the Qajar period and see the impact of court secretariats on the
change from the simple style to complex style. It used a descriptive-analytical
method. The data were collected from the selected sources and other library
resources related to the subject. Then, the data were analyzed considering the
stylistic aspect of Monshaat at linguistic, literary, and visual levels. The stylistic
analysis of the Monshaat genre showed that there are remarkable differences
between the Monshaats at the beginning of the period and the end of the period in
terms of language, literature, and image. The language has changed from high
complexity in using language, using Arabic words and expressions, and applying
long and complex sentences, to simplicity and using Persian words.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Monshaat Soltani, Ekhvani, Roghe’h, Farman, and Nameh are the evolved forms of
the Monshaat genre. The history of the genre dates back to the pre-Islamic era. The
genre was dominantly used by the court secretariat who were drastically interested
in using Arabic words and structures, complexity in writing and using words, and
the use of literary devices. However, Monshaat writing underwent significant
changes in middle of the period due to the social changes. It inclined to Persianism
and simplicity. Moreover, it changed in terms of ideation, as it turned from being
submissive to the king to criticizing the status quo. Several studies have been
conducted on Monshaat, but not any research has focused so far on the Monshaat in
the Qajar era as a literary genre from the perspective of stylistics and its historical
evolution. Examining the stylistic aspects of this literary genre is necessary as it
plays a great role in Persian prose the Qajar period.

Conducting such a study is significant as Monshaat holds valuable historical,
cultural, social, and political content that can be identified through stylistic
examinations and can used in other studies. Through exact description and stylistic
investigation of Monshaat, this study tried to explore the evolution of the literary
genre in the Qajar period and see the impact of court secretariat on the change from
the simple style to complex style. Considering the purposes, the following questions
were posed and answered: What influence have the writers of Monshaat genre had
on contemporary Persian prose and how? How is the trajectory of the changes of the
genre from Monshaat to letters?

The criteria for selecting the works were the variety of sub-genres and the role of
each in the evolution of Persian prose. So, 12 works were selected from the Qajar
period that showed the stylistic evolution of the Monshaat genre. These works were:
Safineh al-Faramin Nayini, Neshat Esfahani’s Monshaat, Ghaem Magham
Farahani’s Monshaat, Amir Nezam Garrousi’s Court and Military Letters, Farhad
Mirza’s Monshaat, Parvardeh Khiyal, Moraselat Taj al-Doleh, Besat Neshat and
Moraselat Ashegh va Mashough, Bahar’s Latters, Dekhoda’s Political Letters, Aref
Qazvini’s Letters.

2. Method

Considering the subject and its importance, the study used a descriptive-analytical
method. The data were collected from the selected sources and other library
resources related to the subject. Then, the data were analyzed considering the
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stylistic aspect of Monshaat at linguistic, literary, and visual levels. The results were
presented in tables and figures.

3. Results

The results of the stylistic analysis of the Monshaat genre showed that there are
remarkable differences between the Monshaats at the beginning of the period and
the end of the period in terms of language, literature, and image. The language has
changed from high complexity in using language, using Arabic words and
expressions, and applying long and complex sentences, to simplicity and using
Persian words. The abundance of figures of speech and rhymed prose no longer was
fascinating to the later writers and the intellectual system that dominated the writers
changed from being suppressed to the ruler and knowing him a shadow of God to
criticizing and protesting the ruler.

4. Discussion and conclusion

The study showed that in terms of the frequency of using Arabic words, Monshaat
Nayini is the first and Monshaat Asheghaneh is the last. So, we can consider this
subtype a milestone in the linguistic evolution of the Monshaat genre and the Persian
language in the Qajar period. In terms of the length of the sentences, Nayini should
be considered the last of Monshaat writers who follows strictly his predecessors. Its
opposite is Monshaat Asheghaneh, using short and simple sentences as its unique
feature. Among literary devices, Saj’ and wordplay are two types of phonetic balance
that have been used for enriching the rhythmic language and show the power of the
writer in using language. However, the use of figures of speech is rare in
constitutional period. Monshaat genre shows the end of using high-rhymed language
in Persian prose.

Exaggeration is another literary device that has an emotional function in romantic
works and an emotional-political function in court works. Regarding the frequency
of its use, towards the end of Qajar era and the constitutional revolution, its use
decreases, so that Bahar, Dehkhoda and Aref do not use the figure of speech. On the
contrary, Farhad Mirza, a Qajar prince, benefited the most from this literary device.
Alluding to religious and national personalities such as Jesus, Suleiman, Jamshid,
Dara can be found used for the ruling personalities as a symbol of power, wealth and
greatness in Monshaat Divani of Nayini, Neshat Esfahani and Ghaem Magham, but
is not seen in the Monshaats of the constitutional period.

The analysis of Monshaat at the conceptual level shows the attitude and
perception of the authors of this genre on various socio-political issues. The idea of
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“King as the shadow of God” that comes from the past tradition of Monshaat writing
is a main sign in the Monshaat of this period until the constitutional revolution. Such
metaphors and titles as Fereidoun-Farhang and Jamshidjah imply the domination of
“King-God” metaphor in the mind and language of the court secretariats, but there
is a huge difference in the constitutional revolution in the structures, including the
breaking of hard and traditional structures. The letters between intellectuals and
political activists in the constitutional era imply the formation of a new discourse
that inclines towards breaking the political structure that sees the king as the shadow
of God. The critical issues of Dehkhoda’s letters, such as criticizing the National
Assembly of Iran and offering some solutions to overcome the socio-political
situation of the time, show that giving advice to those in power in Monshaat has been
replaced with criticizing them. Consequently the discourse of “King as the shadow
of God” changed to a new discourse in which the principles of Iran could be
criticized. The conceptual level of romantic Monshaats is different from the
intellectual sphere of that age. The main theme of this sub-genre is love. Such themes
as describing the physical characteristics of the beloved, describing the lover’s mood
and state, describing lover’s desire and his complaining about infidelity show the
lyrical content that dominate this sub-genre, transformed from the romantic poetry
to romantic prose.
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