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. The myth and ritual, or myth-ritualistic theory
. Cambridge Ritualists
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1. Edward Burnett Tylor (1832-1917)
2. James George Frazar (1854-1941)

3. Samuel Henry Hooke (1874-1968)
4. Jane Harrison (1850-1928)
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1. Gregory Nagy
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Disability and its Representation in Literature:
An Analysis of Three Anecdotes from Rumi’s Masnavi Ma’navi in the
Light of the Concept of “Narrative Prosthesis”
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Abstract

Disability studies is one of the most recent trends in literary theory and
criticism, which tries to analyze the representations of disability in literary
works. David T. Mitchell and Sharon L. Snyder are disability scholars who
coined the famous concept “narrative prosthesis” in order to provide an
academic framework for addressing the stereotypical representations of
disability in art and literature. They contend that disabled characters can be
traced in many different literary works throughout history, but they are mostly
given symbolic and metaphoric roles. That is, the representation of the
disabled has for the most part failed to depict their lived experiences and is a
vehicle to communicate something to the audience about non-disabled
subjects and the ableist society. This study analyzed “narrative prosthesis”
and enumerated some of its examples in the western literature and culture.
Then, it applied the concept to three anecdotes of Rumi’s Masnavi Ma 'navi.
The results of the story show that disabled characters are not the main subjects
of the anecdotes, but are instruments in the hands of the narratives to further
their plots; as a result, no major improvement can be traced in the positions
of the disabled characters as peripheral figures.

Keywords: Disability, Disability Studies, Narrative Prosthesis, Rumi,
Masnavi Ma 'navi.
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Echo-Narcissistic Patterns
in Characterization of Children's Stories

Received: September 17, 2021 / Accepted: September 27, 2022

Amir Hossein Zanjanbar'

Abstract

The Greek myth of Narcissus is a narrative of Echo's one-sided love for
Narcissus. Echo has been a talkative, sweet-spoken girl who after Hera's
curse, has lost the power of speech, and can only repeat the last word of
others. Narcissus is a boy who ignores the love of others and is immersed in
his own beauty. In other words, one side of this discourse forms a narcissistic
personality, whose self-centered perspective deprives him of paying attention
to the other; on the other side of the discourse is a character who has no verbal
ability to convey his thoughts and emotions. Hence, it is not possible to have
a dialogue between the parties of this discourse. This study sought to show
that the bipolarity of echo-narcissism is one of the motifs of the child's
fictional literature, represented in the child-father dual confrontation costume
(the father is not necessarily the male parent; rather, a metaphor for any
patriarchal dominant). In this regard, this research seeks to see in a
descriptive-analytical way to how the basis of echo-narcissism is represented
in the narrative structures of children's stories. The novelty of this study is
that, first, it compares the network of relationships between all the main
characters within a myth with the network of relationships between all the
main characters within a children's story. Second, for the first time in Iran, it
examines narcissism and echoism in fiction.

Keywords: Children’s Story, Characterization, Myth, Narcisse, Echoism.
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Correction and Description of One of the Problems of
Khagqani's Divan
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Abstract

Khaqani's works are among the most magnificent works of Persian language
and literature, which are still unique in their style over the centuries.
Khaqani's works, like any other ancient work, are not free from distortions
and corrections. This problem is especially prominent in his Divan.
Misdiagnosis of the original version and overconfidence in it, lack of
knowledge of other solid manuscripts, great difference in the poet's level of
knowledge with the scribe or proofreader, and lack of modern facilities such
as the Internet and search engines are among the main reasons for the
distortions. Applying library method and using ancient manuscripts as well
as ancient historical and geographical sources, this study aimed to correct two
controversial verses of the Divan. According to the new form of the verses,
another description was provided. In two verses, Khaqani usually refer to a
place in Baghdad and "Bajgah" has been recorded in all the printed divans,
descriptions and related essays. Scholars researching on Khagani have been
explanating and commenting on the verses based on the name. In this study it
was shown that the correct name of this place is “Tajgah” and this place has
been one of the famous palaces of the Abbasid caliphs in the sixth century
(AH). In this regard, it was tried to categorize the data that about this place in
ancient texts and show the exact location of this palace in the historical and
modern geography of Baghdad. Moreover, it was tried to offer a new and
appropriate meaning of the word "Tayyar" as well as more detailed
knowledge of “Tayyar metering”.

Keywords: Khaqani, Bajgah, Tajgah, Tayyar, Correction, Description.
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Abstract

India has always been the homeland of various religions, the most important
and common of which is Hinduism. This religion is consisted of different
mystical schools. Advaita Vedanta is one of the most important schools in
Hinduism. In this school, Atman means “man” and Brahman means “God”,
and there is a kind of identity between Atman and Brahman. Bidel Dehlavi,
the great poet of the 11" century (AH), lived in India when Advaita Vedanta
school existed. He knew Sanskrit language and was familiar with the customs,
mysticism, and religions of the people of his time. In his Masnavi, some
concepts such as “non-existence”, “intellect and consciousness” and “man
and God” have a high frequency. The question is: What the terms mean in
Bidel’s Masnavi? To answer the question, we examined the concepts of
Bidel's Masnavi, using important Indian mystical sources. Considering the
adaptation of Bidel's definitions of man and God to the mystical sources of
India, the reflection of these concepts can be seen in Bidel's Masnavi. Bidel
uses non-existence, intellect and consciousness, and man and God in a sense
close to the teachings of Advaita Vedanta school.

Keywords: Bidel Dehlavi, Non-existence, Man and God, Intellect and
Consciousness, Advaita Vedanta School.
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Abstract

Essay is a new form in the modern world and relations that can be considered
an independent genre. The origin of this type dates back to the Renaissance
and attention to the individuality of the thinking man. Since essay is related
closely to some other genres, it has been named and known with its common
and related genres regardless of its form and essence. After reviewing essay
writing in the West, the issue of the form of essay, its writing style, and its
relationship with the structures of the new world are explored. By studying
the related types of this genre and the formal and qualitative analysis of essay,
its types are classified under two general categories “personal essay” and
“official essay” with subheadings and their relations with similar types are
discussed. Finally, in order to have a definition of essay, by studying various
essays, relative components such as prose, self-writing, flexibility,
generalizability, self-regulation, simple literariness, thoughtfulness and
contemplation were found to be common features of essays.

Keywords: Essay, genre, Modernity, Subject, Form.
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A Comparative Study of the Ritual Structure of Nowruz
Siavoshan and Akitu
Based on the Myth-Ritualist theory
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Abstract

The underlying claim of the myth-ritualist theory is that myths and rituals
operate together, and myths depend on rituals. According to this theory,
myths and rituals must go hand in hand. In its new forms, the theory finds a
common paradigm between myths and rituals. “Siavash” in Persian culture
and “Tammuz” in Semitic culture are goddesses of agriculture and vegetation
rituals. Relevant to them are “Siavoshan Ritual” and “Akitu” (Ritual of Babol
Nowruz). The two mentioned rituals are initially examined according to the
myth-ritualist theory. This is followed by the analysis of the structure of
“Akitu” and “Siavoshan Nowruz”. Other relevant survived rituals, such as
"Amu Nowruz" and "Mir-Nowruzi" are studied in the light of the paradigm
of sacred king sacrifice. The results suggest that what the myth-ritualist
structures of “Siavash” and “Tammuz” have in common is the annual
dramatic repetition of the rituals as well as the repetition of death and king’s
rebirth patterns. Sacrifice of the king was the main principle, which is
performed in both rituals in order to bring blessings back to society. Among
the Similarities of the rituals are duality of mourning and happiness, holding
female-oriented celebrations, dedicating special places to performing these
rituals in groups, and constructing statues of goddess.

Keywords: Myth and Ritual, Nowruz Siavoshan, Akitu, Siavash, Tammuz.
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