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In his Hand Was a Sharp Saranj

(Disambiguation of an Unknown Weapon)
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Behzad Atooni!

Abstract

Some weapons are mentioned in the ancient sources of weaponology as well
as in historical and heroic texts, but now they seem unfamiliar or strange to
researchers and scholars of epic and heroic literature, and yet there are few
sources to know about them. One of the weapons is called “Saranj”, which
apparently has ben mentioned for the first time in the Zarrin Ghabanameh, a
long heroic poem of Safavid era. The corrector of the work states that he had
not found the word in the dictionaries and texts, and it has only been
mentioned in Zarrin Ghabanameh. Using library sources such as heroic texts,
historical texts, and long tales of adventurous folk, and examining other
examples of Saranj in these texts, this descriptive-analytical study provides
new information about this weapon, which include: 1) regarding the shape
and components, Saranjs are found in two distinct types and forms; 2)
regarding the usage, Saranjs are used for cutting, striking, and twisting; 3)
Saranjs are only used for a certain group, that are non-Iranian, divs, and
enemies. In addition to discussing the appearance and structure of Saranj, this
study investigated its terminology, and concluded that Saranj had been used
in older and more original forms, for the first time in the 6th and 7th centuries,
as “Salikh” and “Salak”, and after that, over complicated chain of misuses,
has been turned into a Saran;.

Keywords: Saranj, Zarrin Ghabanameh, Epic, Weapon
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Comparative Typology of Tardiyeh (Nakhjirgani)

in Persian and Arabic Poetry
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Abstract

Tardiyeh (Nakhjirgani) a kind of poetry in Persian and Arabic literatures. This
type of poetry in Arabic literature goes back to the Jahili period, but it is in
the Abbasid period that Tardiyah is presented as an independent literary type.
The spread of this kind of poetry in the Abbasid period was influenced by the
prevalence of hunting and the great interest of the Abbasid caliphs and nobles
in this court entertainment that was common in Iran during Sassanid period.
This type of literature becomes popular in Persian too and, as one of the
subtypes of praise poetry, is practiced by many court poets, especially those
of Ghaznavid, Seljuq, and Gurkans of India. This study tried to investigate
the characteristics/conventions of this literary type in Persian and Arabic
poetry to see its similarities and differences in the languages, its difference
with “hunting poetry”, and to provide a comprehensive definition of it. For
this purpose, a typological examination of examples of this literary type in
Persian and Arabic literature was done.

Keywords: Persian and Arabic Poetry, Tardiyeh (Nakhjirgani), Hunting
Poetry, Praise Poem, Comparative Typology, Literary Genre
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A Search for

the Recourses of Ferdowsinameh
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Abstract

Ferdowsinameh is a three-volume collection and contains narratives about
Ferdowsi, the heroes of Shahnameh, some non-epic stories, and a number of
narrations about the living places of the narrators whose names have been
mentioned in Shahnameh. Until now, the general opinion of researchers in
the field of epic literature of Iran is that these stories are oral. Referring to
written sources, this study showed that most of these narrations are taken from
written sources and most of the people who sent these narrations to Anjavi
Shirazi for inclusion, wrote down their stories from some written sources.
Their main source is prose Shahnamehs that became popular from the Safavid
era and can be found in almost every village. By examining and searching the
written sources and the evidence in the narratives themselves, this study
showed that about 69% of narratives of this collection have a written source,
12% are non-epic and have no strong connection with Ferdowsi and
Shahnameh (except for the names), some of these narrations are taken from
written sources and some others cannot have a written source. Only 19% of
the entire of the collection do not have a written source and they are
considered folk oral stories that never need to be written down and their
brevity and attractiveness for most people confirm this claim.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Ferdowsinameh, Oral Narrative, Written Source
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Sharhi Bar Ghasideyeh Jamalieh or a

Describing the Narration of a Collective Story
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Abstract

Narration experts’ attention to a type of we-narrator which can not be reduced
to other types of narrating has its root in interdisciplinary studies trying to
prove that group narration is basically plausible. One of the genres which can
be an efficient ground for using such an approach is telling memories as a
collective. Following the pattern of mind function, writer makes the narration
believable. Moreover, collective memory narrated by a collective narrator
benefits such features such as overcoming the classical limitation of first
person and not being limited to time and place. Investigating the story of
“Sharhi Bar Ghasideyeh Jamaliyeh”, which is a collective narration shows
how Golshiri used a combination of the two features in one story and how he
created a new approach in we-narration by in a humorous and archaic tune.
Golshiri on the one hand shows the collective narrator as a factor for
distancing and on the other side shows his attitude towards the central issue
of the story which is a semi-religolious-ritual image.

Keywords: We-Narrator, “Sharhi Bar Ghasideyeh Jamalieh”, Golshiri,
Collective Memory, Collective Narrative
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Analyzing the Iranian Mystical Thought in Safavid Era
Looking at the Concrete World of Metaphor
(Rasa'el of Dehdar, Yoga Vasistha and Usul al-Ma’arif)
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Bayrammorad Moradi'
Abbas Nikbakht?, Abdollah Vacegh Abbasi’
Abstract

This study analyzes the conceptual metaphors and related image clusters in
three important works of Safavid era: Rasael of Dehdar (Mohammad Dehdar,
1016 AH), Yoga Vasistha (Mirfenderski, 1020 AH), and Usul al-Ma arif
(Molla Mohsen Feyz Kashani, 1081 AH). Each of the works represents a
different thought in this period. Dehdar's Rasael represents agnosticism, Yoga
Vasistha represents tradition of translating Indian works into Persian, and
Usul al-Ma’arif represents Twelver Shia theological thought. All of the works
emphasize on Iranian-Islamic theological and mystical beliefs. In these
works, the most important cognitive concepts (i.e., God, existence, being) are
depicted in the form of conceptual metaphors, the most important of which
are sun, point («kx), and sea, respectively. By examining and comparing these
images and their clusters, the study found out the common underlying
intellectual issues of the thoughts, which is a reflection of Iranian Sufism.
Lakoff’s conceptual metaphor approach was used as framework.

Keywords: Metaphor, Dehdar, Mirfenderski, Feyz Kashani, Agnosticism,
Sufism
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Investigating the Manifestations and Symbols of

Pandora’s Box in Persian Folk Tales
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Abstract

This study tried to explore the symptoms and symbols of Pandora’s box in
Persian folk tales according to the global concept of Pandora and her box.
Library resources were used for the descriptive-analytical study. The study
relies on the structuralism of myth, which deals with three perspectives of
double oppositions, deep-rooted unity of myths, and the metaphors of myth.
It seeks to see why the manifestations of evil in these stories are similar to the
universal concept of Pandora’s box. In these tales, the places or things that
are connected to elements of evil considered as Pandora’s box. These places
are not different from Pandora’s box in terms of meaning, language,
metaphor, message, and code. The only difference is the method of
composition and their content; the container is the same. Some places were
identified as the residence of evil and the symbol of Pandora’s box: garden,
hole and basement, box, fence, castle and island. Castle in these stories is
more frequent than other places, and in Darabnameh, it can be found more
than in other two tales. The heroes of the tales are the good forces trying to
either destroy or imprison the evil. Therefore, all of them are metaphors for
“hope”, the same one mentioned in the Pandora myth. The outcome of the
heros’ curiosity and quest is to getting the places that are sanctuary and the
settlement of evil.

Keywords: Pandora, Pandora’s box, Darabnameh Tarsusi, Hamzeh Tale,
Amir Arsalan Namdar
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