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Abstract

According to Naser Khosrow’s cosmological thought, the whole nature and its six
forces (hyle, form, time, place, motion, and stillness) have a special position in the
levels of existence as well as in the integration of the spiritual and physical worlds.
The whole nature is a subtle essence through which the movement of the physical
world and pre-eminence on the hyle world is attainable. It is also the preserver of the
types and forms. The physical world is the result of intermingling the form with the
hyle as a creating, discrete, sensible, and passive essence. Time is another force for
actualizing the powers of beings. Place is also a boundary that includes objects and
bodies. Movement, in the absolute sense of change, occurs on the object. The
generation and decay, excess and deficiency, and change and metamorphosis which
are the most important types of movement, appear in quantitative and qualitative
essence. The analysis of Nasser Khosrow’s ideas on the whole nature and its forces,
which he dealt with mostly in his prose works and less in his pems, provides the
basis for a better understanding of his view on the creation of the world. The results
shodwe that the origin of many of Nasser Khosrow’s beliefs in this regard can be
traced back to the thoughts of Greek philosophers, especially Aristotle and to the
thoughts of Ismaili thinkers.

Key words: Nasser Khosrow's Works, General Nature, Hyle and Face, Time and
Space, Movement and Stillness
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A section of ancient wisdom and philosophy dealt with understanding the nature and
its forces. In this regard, wise Muslim have been under the influence of Greek
philosophers. The whole nature, its forces, and accidents hold a high status in the
cosmological attitude of Nasser Khosrow, a poet and thinker living in the 5th century
AH. This study sought to scrutinize and analyze the thoughs of Nasser Khosrow on
the whole nature and its forces; that is, hyle, form, time, space, movement, and
stillness. The study tried to see the status of the whole nature and its forces as a
significant issue of this world in Nasser Khosrow’s intellectual system. Not any
comprehensive studies has been conducted so far on the issue, so this study can
explicate his attitudes towards the whole nature and its position in his works.
Moreover, it can explicate the origins of his thought in this regard.

2. Method

Taking content analysis as research method, this study focused on Nasser Khosrow’s
works. It seems that his opinions on the nature are more expressed in his prose works
than in his poems. So, his prose works were at the center of the analysis and
discussion of this study. Nasser Khosrow’s opinions on the whole nature were
explored and analyzed, but the history of the issue were traced back to the works of
Ismaili thinkers. Moreover, their original sources were sought in Aristotle’s works
and ancient myths.

3. Results

The whole nature, including significant forces (hylomorphism, form, time, space,
movement, and stillness) in the works of Nasser Khosrow, is a part of the hierarchy
of existence that occurs after order, invention, the whole intellect, and the whole
soul. As the substitution of the whole soul in creating and managing the underworld,
whole intellect plays a significant role in making a connection between the spiritual
and physical cosmos. Nasser Khosrow’s ideas on the whole nature seems to have
been affected by the Ismaili ideas compiled earlier by such scholars as Abu Yaqub
Sajestani, Abu Hatam Razi, and Hamid al-Din Kermani. These ideas have been
affected in turn by such earlier ideas as those of Greek scholars, especially Aristotle.
To Nasser Khosrow, the whole nature is a force of the whole and essential forces of
the soul characterized as subtle, driving the physical world, dominating over the
hylomorphic world, and the protector of the types and forms that have been created
after the hylomorphism. Hylomorphism is considred the shadow of the whole soul



and like the soul is a created substance. From the perspective of whole soul, the
whole nature emerges in its shadow. Then, four singular natures intermingle and
unifies with the essence of the body and each of the four elements is put in its
position. Being an substance, the whole nature is close to the body but is not a body.
It is the action of the whole soul and the origin of the action in the physical world.
Its action appears on the body without intermingles with the substance of the body.
It acts just like the light passes through a clear crystal. The subtle substance bestows
an action to every objects of the world that object can not go beyond that action.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

To Nasser Khosrow, the whole nature and its forces (including hylomorphism, form,
time, space, movement, and stillness) is considered a level of creation and the
mediate between the spiritual and physical world. One of the forces of substance and
whole soul is subtle motivating and dominating over the material world. The force
is considered the preserver of the types and forms. It is not a body but in terms of
substance it is just like body. It bestows a specific action to each one of the bodies
of the world. Nature is the actant of the components of the world. It is the origin of
functioning of objects, ilustrating people, and transforming plants into animals and
other things in the material world. Though the nature is a subtle and immense
substance, the material world is abundant with it. A hylomorphism is a significant
force of nature. It is an creating substance that the world is the result of its
combination with form. Time is another significant force of whole nature. Time is
the result of movement; especially the movement of the skies. Time is different from
age that is the absolute survival and duration of matterially single souls. Place is
another force; a limit embracing objects and bodies. Movement is the opposite of
stillness. It is another force of the nature that occurs within time. Movement is
defined as a change in the essence of body and appearing in a new form. The most
significant types of movement are decay and disintegration, metamorphosis and
change, and increase and decrease. The movements occur in the substance, quality,
and quantity. The origin of Nasser Khosrow’s thoughts on the whole nature can be
traced back to the thoughts of the ancient Greek philosophers (especially Aristotle),
as well as the thoughts of Peripatetic philosophers and and Ismaili thinkers.
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Abstract

This study examined the novel The Decline of Colonel. The novel is characterized with
a dark and mysterious atmosphere. The novel narrates the story of an army officer of the
Pahlavi regime. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, this study explored the novel. To
clarify some concepts, such key concepts of Bourdieu’s social theory were defined as
capital, habitus, doxa, male dominance, and symbolic violence. The study showed that
the suffocating and scary atmosphere dominating the novel indicates a controlling power
behind all movements and behaviors of the characters. The controlling and dominant
power manifests in some cases in the form of physical violence and reaches its peak in
assassinating the colonel’s family members. In the novel, the author of uses a critical
attitude towards the discourse of power and dominance to depict the the socio-political
status of Iran about the Islamic Revolution. He depicts the challenges and contradictions
of Iran in dealing with the drastic change.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Decline of Colonel is a novel on social realism featured with a dark and
mysterious atmosphere. The novel revolves around an army officer of the Pahlavi
regime called “Colonel”. The officer’s life is about to deteriorate after the Islamic
Revolution in 1979. The story is narrated using stream of consciousness narrating
mode passed through the mind and language of the main character “Colonel”. This
novel may also be considered a political work as it clearly manifests social realities
and meticulously looks upon the dominant structure. The dominant suffocating
social atmosphere makes the characters of the novel to resort to hypocrisy and hide
their true feelings and thoughts. Pierre Bourdieu, a French sociologist, suggests that
governments as the powers controlling a super-capital, impose their own power upon
their communities through executing physical violence (utilizing force) and
symbolic violence (internalizing dominance relations). He argues that symbolic
violence is governments’ most powerful means for imposing their dominance. To
the authors of this article, a sociological criticism of this work seems necessary as a
controlling and authoritative presence of a government is evident in the novel. The
ruling system imposes its dominance on the social world of the novel and characters
through a prevailing ideology. Considering the necessity, this study tried to find out
to what extent the dominance has affected the behavior and fate of the characters of
the novel. The main goal was to explore and analyze the content of novel and shed
light on its hidden aspects, relying on Pierre Bourdieu's sociological theory.

2. Method

Adopting an interdisciplinary approach (sociology and literature) and a descriptive-
analytic method, this study tried to examine the novel The Decline of Colonel.
Considering the necessity of clarifying some concepts, some of the key concepts of
Bourdieu’s social theory were defined, including capital, habitus, doxa, male
dominance, and symbolic violence. Then, the analysis was done

3. Results

Dominance is one of the utmost significant concepts in political sociology. With the
help of the concept, one can examine the relationship between the government and
people. Generally speaking, dominance originates from the concepts of power, as
power structure manifests and crystalizes in the form of the dominant and the
dominated. The dominance with the existence of giving orders and accepting
obedience ends in legitimacy of the dominance. All governments continuously try to
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legitimize and consolidate themselves. Hence, they execute physical violence (force)
and utilize symbolic and cultural capitals to institutionalize their dominance.
Bourdieu is amongst the sociologists who focused on the power relations in politics
field and explored the nature of governments’ power. His contribution to the field
that makes him different with other sociologists, is emphasizing the use of cultural
and symbolic capitals in creating and maintenance of powers of the dominant. Unlike
Marx, Bourdieu emphasizes the the role of cultural and symbolic capitals in social
classification.

The suffocating and scary atmosphere dominating the novel clearly shows a
controlling eye behind all movements and behaviors of the characters. This
dominance manifests in some cases in the form of physical violence and reaches its
peak in assassinating the colonel’s family members. However, the most powerful
means of dominance shows up in the form of symbolic violence. It is remarkable in
the novel and affects the characters’ actions, making them disappointed and helpless.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The author of The Decline of the Colonel adopts a critical attitude towards the
discourse of power and dominance to present an image of the socio-political status
of Iran about the Islamic Revolution. He depicts the challenges and contradictions
of Iran in dealing with the drastic change. By depicting a suffocating atmosphere of
the political-security dominance that the government imposes on the most private
aspects of the characters’ lives, this novel proves that it is a critical work. A
manifestation of the symbolic violence in this novel is the doxa of male dominance.
In cooperation with the symbolic violence of governments, the male dominance
pushes the female characters to a painful fate. By doxa Bourdieu means the
unquestioned beliefs that are internalized by society members. The presented beliefs
of the novel that are internalized in the subconscious minds of male and female
characters, force the female surrender to the dominance of the male. Some female
characters of the novel resist this doxa and violate the internalized rules of the
patriarchal society, though they are facing with family and governments’ powerful
and painful reaction, so that some lose their lives to the very end.

The impact of symbolic violence is so powerful in the novel that suppresses the
opposing ideas and in some cases forces the characters to obey. The consequence of
the force is the painful fate and decline of the main characters at the end of the
narration. It is evident that taking a critical approach, Dowlatabadi criticizes the
impact of governments on people’s life and freedom. He condemns the suppression
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of opposing ideas through illustrating the manifestations of physical and symbolic
violence. The final pages of the novel can be considered a warning to the societies
in which totalitarian governments continuously violate people’s freedom in different
ways. By suppressing the freedom, the governments degrade humanity.
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2. Violence physique et symbolique
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1. Habitus
2. field
3. The theory of practice
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Abstract

Essay (jostar in Persian) is a prose that is not considered a literary genre due
to its intermediate and indefinite nature, though it is an artistic writing based
on everyday life. Essay is considered the result of the dialectic of science and
art and the interface between knowledge and life, though is far from both the
style of systematic academic articles and the popular writings. Essay is a
special form of writing freedom that is unrestricted but holds a kind of internal
order and structure. Literary essays may have a tone that can be called a
rhetorical voice. Taking a descriptive-analytical approach, this study tried to
find the characteristics of rhetorical voice in Shahrokh Meskoub’s essays on
Shahnameh. The results showed that in his essays (formal and informal),
Meskoub shaped the form of his work according to his perspective on the
subject matter of writing. His writing style in each work are different from
the other. The variety of style and tone in Meskoub’s essays indicates the
fluidity of the essay style and the creative idiosyncrasy of the author as n
essayist.

Keywords: Essay, Rhetorical Voice, Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, Shahrokh Meskoub
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Jostar (i.e., essay) is a piece of prose, though not yet has been known as a literary
genre as it holds a fluid and intermediate nature. This kind of literary work is formed
based on everyday life in an artistic way. Essay is the outcome of the dialectic
between science and art and a mediate between knowledge and life. It is not like the
academic writings and those that the public is interested in. Essay is featured with
freedom in writing though it possess internal and structural coherence. Some essays,
especially if deal with literary issues, hold an amalgam tone of its writer’s attitude
and style that can be called “rhetorical voice”. Seemingly the term has been
borrowed from psychoanalysis, entailing the character, the soul, and the initiatives
of the writer for his production, the result of which is creating a work. The personal
and lived experiences of every writer are different from those of another writer. Each
essay is based on its own unique world that indicates the writer’s writing
characteristics. Through the words and concepts, the readership discovers the voice
of the text and assumes his with attitude. Essay can be considered both an art and a
kind of art science. One can understand the essayist’s taste, interests and intellectual
direction through his sentences, subject matter, and ideas. Essayists create a unique
voice for the text by choosing their specific tone, words, and sentence structure,
through which they can transfer their own attitude to the audience. Exploring
Shahrokh Meskoub’s essays from the perspective of rhetorical voice and analyzing
the voice in his essays will show his attitude and his special voice. This study sought
to see the features of Shahrokh Meskoub’s special voice of in his essays. So, this
study focused on his investigations on Shahnameh that has been published thorough
his essays. Accordingly, his works “Introduction to Rostam and Esfandiar”, “Soug
Siavash in Death and Resurrection” and “Armaghan Mour” were explored.

2. Method

Taking a descriptive-analytical approach, this study tried to explore the
manifestations of rhetorical voice in the poetical components of Shahrokh
Meskoub’s scientific essays on Shahnameh. Qualitative content analysis as a flexible
method based on interpretation paradigm was used. The aim was to explore and draw
conclusions by analyzing the data. To do this, at first stage all related sources were
examined, and then the extracted data were used and analyzed considering their
significance and connection to the subject matter.
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3. Results

It seems that Meskoub initially moves away from Shahnameh to understand the
work. He puts the book in its historical trajectory and sees it at his own time abundant
with all connotations it gains through the history. Relying on the accumulation of
tradition, culture, and the work of Ferdowsi, Meskoub seeks his own status and the
contemporary people in the great work. He makes his own methods for the
interpretation and expressing of Shahnameh, among of the methods is his unique
language and a suitable form for his essays. Through the forms he chooses for his
works, Meskoub creates his own voice. The findings showed that such elements and
characteristics as being prose (language, form, and unigqueness of the prose),
contemporaneity, self, human, life, and death are so remarkable in Shahrokh
Meskoub’s scientific essays on Shahnameh.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Meskoub’s rhetorical voice in the explored essays has close relationship with his
intellectual attitude and emotional feeling towards the subject matter of the very text.
Considering the ancient tradition of poetry in Iran and avoiding the regular repletion
while dealing with Shahnameh and history, Meskoub creates a novel perspective.
Taking the new perspective, he comes to understand the unconscious of himself and
other people. He integrates his existential ego and intuitive sense as well as his
analysis of the Shahnameh into his essays through following a special language. This
way he can create his unique voice for his essays. Language in his essays makes part
of his existential thinking; that is, an automatic flow of thinking that manifested in a
spontaneous and varied language. Meskoub’s essays share their source text
regarding the salience of the language as well as human being’s concerns about
existence, death, and life. Meskoub’s specific rhetorical voice in his scientific essays
about Shahnameh that is manifested in his special language, tone, and form,
highlights the capacity of the Shahnameh in being contemporary and the sameness
of concerns of people of contemporary era and old ages. These essays clearly shows
the discovery of him through Shahnameh.

Meskoub’s rhetorical voice in his essays consists of a set of arrangements he
makes to communicate with the audience. His position on the stories of the
Shahnameh and integrating his own thoughts and emotions into such an ancient text
and showing it to the contemporary world distinguishes him from other writers and
researchers. Meskoub applies a specific form and syntax taking into account the
context, the story, and the socio-political background of his own life. Moreover, his
rhetorical voice can be distinguished from other writers and essayists through his
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tone, word choices, compounds, moving the components of rhetorical sentences
according to the type of similes and metaphors, and categorizing his essays into
different chapters.

This study proved that Meskoub forms his essays according to his attitude to the
subject matter. Accordingly, he take a specific style in each one of his essays. The
various styles and tones shows the fluidity of essay style and creative idiosyncrasy
of the writer as an essayist.
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Abstract

Ibn Abi al-Donya is one of the most famous traditionalists and writers of the
3rd century AH. He has written numerous works, though they have not been
duly noticed by Iranian researchers, and no research has been conducted on
his works in Persian. A large number of works of 1bn Abi Al-Donya are on
asceticism and Sufism. His works are among the first sources of Sufism and
Sufi writers after him. Therefore, the oldest or first sources of some Sufi
sayings and anecdotes are the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya. The existence of
many sayings and anecdotes in Sufi texts, such as Bostan al-Arefin va Tohfat
al-Moridin, the oldest sources of which are the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya,
proves this claim. Among the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya, the books that have
received the most attention are Al-Reqqgat va al-Boka, Mojabi al-Da’vat, Al-
Manamat, Al-Tahajjod va Qiyam Al-Layl, Zamm al-Donya, and Al-Zohd.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Abu Bakr Abdullah bin Mohammad bin Obayd bin Sofyan bin Qays Qorashi, known
as Ibn Abi al-Donya, is one of the Arab ascetics, traditionalists, and writers of the
3rd century AH. Ibn Abi al-Donya is one of the prolific writers, writting on various
subjects, especially in the field of asceticism and Sufism. The works and letters of
Ibn Abi al-Donya have been widely noticed by the writers after him. Despite the
abundance and importance of Ibn Abi Al-Donya's works, they have not been
addressed as they should be and no research has been published on his works in
Persian language. This study tried to show the importance of Ibn Abi al-
Donya’s works among the early sources of Sufism, especially Bostan zl-
Arefin va Tohfat al-Moridin.

2. Method

Bostan al-Arefin va Tohfat al-Moridin is among the ancient Sufi texts written
by Fagih Abu Nasr Ahmad bin Khair. This book is one of the most important
sources of sayings and anecdotes of pious people, ascetics, and Sufis It
contains three hundred anecdotes. During the research in the primary sources
of its sayings and anecdotes, the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya were appeared to
be of high significance. The importance of Ibn Abi al-Donya's works made it
necessary to study all his printed works and to extract and examine more
closely the common sayings and anecdotes. Further researches showed that
the oldest sources of some sayings and anecdotes of Sufis are the works of
Ibn Abi al-Donya.

3. Results

Ibn Nadim has recorded the names of thirty-six books written by 1bn Abi al-
Donya in his Al-Fehrest. After him, Shams al-Din Mohammad Zahabi has
recorded his works in the Siyar A'lam al-Nobala and listed the names of one
hundred and sixty-three of his books. Contemporary researchers have counted
the list of his works up to 228 volumes, but only 63 of them have been printed
and published so far. Most of the works have been critically edited based on
old manuscripts. Most of Ibn Abi al-Donya’s works are on asceticism and
Sufism and perhaps for this reason, most of the old authors considered him to
be the author of the books on asceticism. In fact, the subject of asceticism is a
general subject of his writings, and it is rare to find a subject of asceticism and ethics
that he has not written an independent book about.



The authors of Sufi texts have widely used the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya.
His influential role is quite obvious in the cases where his name appears in
the chain of narrators. Ibn Abi al-Donya’s works due to various reasons such
as age, authenticity, variety of topics and multiplicity, became source works
in the field of asceticism and Sufism, and many authors quoted and adapted
many materials from them. Moreover, since very few works of the early
sources of Sufism have survived and been published, Ibn Abi al-Donya’s
works are very important.

Although his books are on various subjects, they are all written in the
manner of the books of the traditionalists. Under each general title, he has
collected ddocumentary narrations (that is, narrations with the name of the
chain of narrators up to the first speaker) in the form of independent
narrations. He has categorized all the narrations that had heard from his
teachers and put each category under an umbrella title. In addition, in some
of his works, he has classified the narrations into smaller categories. Under
each title and considering the order of the narrations, he first includes the
hadiths of the Prophet, then the sayings of the Prophet’s companions, then the
sayings of the subordinates, then the sayings of the subordinates of the
subordinates, then the sayings of the sages, and finally, the poems of the poets.
Probably due to his writings method, some researchers have considered those
works to be the link between hadith books and Sufi books.

Although some researchers have considered Ja'far Kholdi to be the first
person to collect Sufi’s stories and stories in a book, but before him, Ibn Abi
al-Donya collected and wrote many stories of ascetics. Ibn Abi al-Donya’s
works on asceticism and Sufism are considered early sources, sayings, and
anecdotes. For example, the oldest sources of some of the sayings and
anecdotes of Bostan al-Arefin va Tohfat al-Moridin are Ibn Abi al-Donya’s
books. It was found that the oldest document of some stories of the Sufis, such
as the stories of Habib Ajami and Rabe'e Adaviye, are Ibn Abi al-Donya’s
books. The importance of these stories is due to their rarity and also due to
their fewness in ancient Persian and Arabic texts. Later writers have repeated
the same anecdotes and sometimes they have named their sources and
references and sometimes they have not mentioned them.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

A large number of works of Ibn Abi al-Donya are on asceticism and Sufism. His
works are among the early sources of Sufism, and many authors have quoted and
adapted material from his works. In other words, from the works of 1bn Abi al-
Donya, many Sufi sayings and anecdotes have found their way into other
books, and the oldest sources of some Sufi sayings and anecdotes are the
works of Ibn Abi al-Donya. In cases where the only known source of these
sayings and anecdotes is the works of 1bn Abi al-Donya, this issue becomes
more important. The evidence for this claim is the existence of many sayings
and anecdotes in Sufi texts, including Bostan al-Arefin va Tohfat al-Moridin,
the oldest sources of which are the works of Ibn Abi al-Donya. Examining the
printed works of 1bn Abi al-Donya shows that the author of Bostan al-Arefin va
Tohfat al-Moridin used his works directly or through other sources. Among his
works those that have received the most attention are Al-Reqqat va al-Boka, Mojabi
al-Da’vat, Al-Manamat, Al-Tahajjod va Qiyam Al-Layl, Zamm al-Donya, and
Al-Zohd.
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Abstract

Environmental damages and the consequent psychological challenges have made a deep
tragedy for mankind and led to the development of ecopsychology at the intersection of
ecology and psychology. The approach examines the impact of human relationship on nature
and its reverberation in his soul. Applying the ecopsychological approach, the present paper
proffers a new reading of Goli Taraghi’s stories “The Pear Tree”,and “Anar Banoo and Her
Sons” and Jesmyn Ward’s novel Salvage the Bones. The selected works of the Iranian and
American female novelists were studied relying on the key concepts of “ecopsychology”,
“ecological ego”, “ecotherapy”, and “transpersonal ecology” proposed by Theodore Roszak,
Linda Buzzel and Warwick Fox. In addition to examining the result of the trauma caused by
the breach between man and nature, this research aimed to elaborate on the positive and
negative effects of this proximity and distance. It also tried to highlight the importance of

self-realization in recognizing the harmony between man and nature.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Ecopsychology has a firm belief in the spiritual and psychological effects of the
connection of human being with nature. This approach is against anthropocentrism
and negates the beliefs like the superiority of humans over other creatures on the
planet. This study explored the selected works of Goli Taraghi and Jesmyn Ward
relying on Roszak (1995 & 1999), Linda Buzzel (2009), and Fox (1990). The
primary assumption is that in the short stories “The Pear Tree” and “Anar Banoo and
her Sons”, as well as the novel Salvage the Bones, both selected authors have
emphasized the close relationship between the main characters of the story and
nature.

By choosing Mahmoud and Anar Banoo as the main characters of her story,
Taraghi conveys how the positive aspect of nature saves the protagonists in her
narrative from the dreadful effect of trauma. Her protagonists find peace and self-
realization by taking refuge in nature. This study aimed to answer the following
questions: How are nature and its impact on the human soul and psyche represented
in Goli Taraghi and Jesmyn Ward’s selected works? How do Goli Taraghi and
Jesmyn Ward restore the disconnected self-relationship between man and nature by
emphasizing ecotherapy in their works and strive to heal the psychological trauma
of their protagonists? Last but not least, how does the protagonists’ relationship with
nature affect their behavior?

2. Method

The term ecopsychology was proposed by Theodore Roszak, a distinguished
American professor of history, in his book The Voice of the Earth. Roszak (1999, p.
320) claims that “the ecological ego matures towards a sense of ethical responsibility
with planet that is vividly experienced as our ethical responsibility to other people”.
Andy Fisher believes that the concept of ecopsychology is derived from the prefix
eco (meaning home) and psychology which defines the study of the soul. Therefore,
ecopsychology is a combination of ecology and psychology, which approaches the
human psyche in relation to the earthly or natural home (Fisher, 2012, p. 4). The
coinage of ecopsychology was an effective attempt to bring environmentalists and
psychologists togather for a discussion, which benefited both fields. As a result of
these efforts, ecopsychology came into being as a new academic field to study the
inner world of man in relation to the outer world.
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3. Results

The short story of “The Pear Tree” has been criticized severely from philosophical
and psychoanalytical perspectives, though no study has so far focused on the
sensitivities, reactions, and understanding of the author about the nature and its
impact on the human psyche. “Anar Banoo and Her Sons”, another work by Taraghi,
has never been studied from the perspective of ecopsychology. Salvage the Bones,
Jesmyn Ward’ remarkable novel, is no exception to this rule and has never been
examined from an ecopsychological perspective. This issue prompted the researcher
to reveal a new stratum of unexplored textual meanings by ecopsychological reading
of the above works, and compiling the theories of Theodore Roszak, Linda Buzzel,
and Warwick Fox.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

This article is a comparative research that studied Goli Taraghi’s “The Pear Tree”
and “Anar Banoo and Her Sons” and Jesmyn Ward’s Salvage the Bones. None of
Goli Taraghi’s works have been taken into consideration from an ecopsychological
perspective, which has a deep connection with the themes of nature and human
psyche. Moreover, no serious research has examined the novel Salvage the Bones
from other approaches. No comparative study has investigated Goli Taraghi’ stories
“The Pear Tree” and “Anar Banoo and Her Sons” and Jesmyn Ward’s novel Salvage
the Bones. In addition, such concepts as ecopsychology, ecotherapy, ecological ego
and transpersonal ecology have not been studied or analyzed in the selected works
of the two contemporary novelists. Therefore, the study has a very innovative aspect
and it is the first study in this regard.

The researcher’s goal for employing the ecopsychological approach and its
related concepts was to emphasize the healing potential of connecting with nature in
the short stories “The Pear Tree” and “Anar Banoo and Her Sons” and the remarkable
novel Salvage the Bones. The article showed that emotional and psychological
connection with the world should be promoted as a source of environmental actions
and a sustainable lifestyle. Ecopsychology can be considered a path in literature,
which attempts to display the close binding between ecology and psychology.
Deeply examining the harmony between man and nature, the current study revealed
the hazards of breaking this connection.

It was proved that although there has always been an close connection between
the human psyche and the natural world, its significance and the lack or rupture of
this relationship have never been taken serious enough. It was revealed that
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ecopsychology seeks to compensate for the completeness, therefore, while
examining the gaps and wounds caused by the distance from nature, it is looking for
a solution to endure and heal the pain and suffering caused by them. As part of the
earth’s consciousness movement, this approach strives to be a healing response to
the created gaps. It was also illustrated that the main characters of the stories
achieved a special equilibrium and beauty in their minds and souls when they
surrendered to nature through ecotherapy, ecological ego, and transpersonal ecology
in the selected works of Goli Taraghi and Jesmyn Ward. In fact, the protagonists’
souls are nourished by nature.
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Abstract

“The Story of Hamzeh” is considered an ancient version of Hamzehnameh
produced after the Safavid era. This prose version is known as one of the
oldest Ayyari-Pahlavi texts (epic and heroic texts) in the history of Persian
literature. This study sought to examine the narrative heterogeneity of the
work. It focused on the form to prove that the work is an outcome of historical
and narrative mixture. The Story of Hamzeh is like t other Ayari-Pahlavi texts
such as Samak Ayyar and Bighmi’s Darabnameh, specially in terms of
formation and prior foundational ideas. The study showed that among the
recurring themes represented and flourished in The Story of Hamzeh are the
harmonization of the world; the compatibility between fathers and sons;
seeking the beloved from a foreign land; the centrality of the king/pahlavan
in the social order; the integration of popular thought into the official narrative
through the Ayyari element (chivalry element). Despite the underlying
interconnection between The Story of Hamzeh and other Ayyari-Pahlavi texts,
this work possesses distinctive features in terms of its surface structure and
narrative components.

Keywords: The Story of Hamzeh, Text and Context, Network of Narrative
Imagination, Similes, Non-existent Form
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Hamzehnameh holds an ancient version called “The Story of Hamzeh” and has many
newer versions that have been produced after the Safavid era. This study explored
the old version. This version, written in prose, is known as one of the oldest Ayyari-
Pahlavi texts (epic and heroic texts) in the history of Persian literature. Some scholars
found that the contemporary copy has been written down in the 7th century, though
the analysis of its style suggests it has been compiled before this century. A salient
feature of this work is its linguistic and narrative heterogeneity. In many cases the
work possesses the archaic and straightforward features of the prose of Samani and
Ghaznavid era, and in many other cases it simultaneously shows the features of the
6th and 7th-century prose. The narrative heterogeneity of the text is somehow like
its linguistic heterogeneity. The existing version is abundant with various potentials
for making the story attractive and variant in terms of narration, but just a limited
number of the potentials have been crystalized. That is, the existing version lacks
uniformity, as the relationship between the events and characters does not
correspond with the overall structure and narrative framework of the story. This
study tried to explore the narrative heterogeneity of the work. Focused on the form,
it was tried to show that this work is an outcome of historical and narrative mixture.

2. Method

This study took a formalistic approach. Here form is a kind of cohesive, imaginative,
and non-conceptual form, invisibly connected to the “social construction”. Social
construction is a kind of historical, dynamic, and meaningful entity that entails an
amalgam of experiences and thoughts. The first part of this study deals with the
attitudes of those theorists who believe that literary form does not manifest social
factors. They argue that form is the imaginative expression of an external and social
construct that holds a dialectical connection with it. Here the subject matter is the
concept of generality. The superiority of the whole over the constituent parts forms
the basics of the method and abstract definitions lead to the reproduction of concrete
subjects over the reasoning process. Scientific analysis departs from abstraction
towards concrete realities, while method is the continuous interplay between the
abstract and the so-called “concrete preexisting whole”. The second part of the
article deals with prior theories and the network of narrative imagination. The
theoretical and methodological foundation of the study is like that of the aesthetic
idealism within the continental tradition. According to the tradition, idea is prior to
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the artistic object and the mental construct is prior to the objective construct of the
literary work. The “mimesis” and “representation” possess a specific conceptual
scope that refers to a process in which social reality is “refracted” in the literary form
and intermingles with artistic imagination. The external reality, on the other hand, is
presented in a new aesthetic configuration that both has a dialectic relation to the
external environment and also is considered an integrated and independent artistic
world.

3. Results

The Story of Hamzeh, like other Ayyari-Pahlavi texts, is narrated within the same
network of narrative imagination of heroic and epic poetries. That is, the underlying
interconnection reveals that the collective narrative imagination is solidified in the
form of common patterns. Though the authors of epic and heroic texts have opted
for prose and introduced the character of epic and heroic texts, inclined towards a
more informal narrative style, and expanded the scope of Persian storytelling. They
have consistently, consciously or semi-consciously, integrated the common
principles of epic and heroic narratives into their works without fully departing from
them. Specifically, The Story of Hamzeh is like the narrative structures of other
Ayari-Pahlavi texts such as Samak Ayyar and Bighmi’s Darabnameh, specially in
terms of formation and prior foundational ideas. Despite different surface structure
and their specific features, these works had remained and produced within the same
general narrative conventions. Some recurring themes have been represented and
flourished in The Story of Hamzeh: the harmonization of the world; the compatibility
between fathers and sons; seeking the beloved from a foreign land; the centrality of
the king/pahlavan in the social order; the integration of popular thought into the
official narrative through the Ayyar element; lack of understanding the objective and
real economic relationships; and resorting to other times and places to evade the
dominant power. Despite the underlying interconnection between The Story of
Hamzeh and other Ayyari-Pahlavi texts and their effort to flourish shared prior ideas,
this work possesses distinctive features in terms of its surface structure and using the
narrative components.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Regarding the form of The Story of Hamzeh and the way that its form is connected
to its social context and ideology, three significant issues should be considered.
Firstly, regarding the origins of this narrative, we should pay attention to reason and
way of including two historical figures, Hamzeh Azarak and Hamzeh bn Abd al-
Mutallib. This will help us understand the formation of the narrative, which is the
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integration of Iranian and Semitic elements and their deposition in each other.
Secondly, the mimesis method in this story is based on “generalizing”, “reporting”,
“eliminating the details”, and ‘“narrative repetitions”. Accordingly, compared to
Samak Ayyar that is considered a standard text in this regard, the attractiveness,
diversity of story has decreased. Thirdly, we should keep in mind the prior oral and
perhaps written forms of this story to understand the origins of some of the
inconsistencies, incoherencies, and omissions of the existing story in parallel to its
prose inconsistencies. In other words, the evidences within the existing text shows
some the traces of the earlier forms of this story, suggesting that may be there have

been some potential forms that have been based on better mimeses of this story.
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