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Abstract

This study aimed to represent and analyze the aspects of the theory of truth in lbn
Tabataba's most important work, namely Ayar al-Ske v, in two epistemological and
aesthetic contexts, relying on the descriptive-analytical method. In so doing, it
presents a comprehensive perspective on the system of Ibn Tabataba's philosophical
and literary thought. Therefore, first, in order to clarify the geography of the subject,
it reconsidered the theoretical foundations of epistemology as well as theories and
approaches to truth. Then, the artistic, ethical, historical, and visual aspects of truth
in Ibn Tabataba's epistemological system were analyzed and explored, with attention
to the distinction between the epistemology and aesthetics. The results indicated that,
from an epistemological point of view, Ibn Tabataba's theory of knowledge is in
alignment and convergence with the classical theory of epistemology; namely, the
correspondence theory of truth. Therefore, it is justified, informative, and objective,
and has the authority to judge propositions. A work of art is not only measured by
the scales of epistemological truth and falsity, but also it can be judged by aesthetic
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criteria. Ibn Tabataba's theory of knowledge from an aesthetic point of view cannot
be informative, realistic, or objective. Consequently, it also lacks the authority to
judge literary propositions, which are inherently defamiliarized and logically hard to

grasp.

Keywords: Ibn Tabataba, Ayar al-Ske’r, Correspondence of Truth, Epistemology,
Aesthetics

Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Mohammad Ahmad Ibn Tabataba Al-Alawi is one of the scholars of the second
Abbasid period in the field of epistemology and literary criticism. At the beginning
of the introduction of philosophy into Muslim culture, despite Aristotle's belief, he
considered that the art of poetry is part of the logic, along with other Muslim
philosophers. For this reason, the nature and essence of poetry and the
epistemological understanding of its propositions were among his concerns and
preoccupations. 1bn Tabataba was born in Isfahan, lived there, and died in 322 AH.
He authored various books in the field of literary studies. His most important and
groundbreaking work is Ayar al-Ske’r. As the name of the book suggests, it is one
of the most important sources of epistemology of literary propositions and rational
and logical criteria for judging those propositions. For this reason, he has been the
focus of attention of renowned scholars such as Abu Hilal Askari, Marzbani, and
Amadi. On the other hand, Ibn Tabataba is a pioneer of critics who systematically
addressed the issue of truth and falsity of propositions. Therefore, understanding the
history of the word “truth” and its semantic transformation over time, which is
considered the main axis of his work, requires a careful and precise examination of
Ibn Tabataba’s perspective. Accordingly, this study aims to distinguish different
aspects of truth by referring to the book Ayar al-She ’r and collecting his scattered
opinions in the field of literary epistemology. Since the justification and
interpretation of the views of literary criticism is not possible except by thinking
about the philosophical foundations in question, we first review a summary of the
theoretical foundations of epistemology in order to clarify the geography of the
subject. Then, we formulate the artistic, ethical, historical, and visual aspects of truth
in 1bn Tabataba's epistemological system, and then we analyze and criticize them in
the two contexts of epistemology and aesthetics.



3 The Representation of Different Aspects of Ibn Tabataba's Theory of...

2. Method

The present article aims to introduce and analyze different aspects of Ibn Tabataba's
theory of truth in two dimensions: epistemological and aesthetic aspects. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, this study tried to present a comprehensive research
on Ibn Tabataba's philosophical and literary thought.

3. Results

All aspects of truth in Ibn Tabataba's epistemological system are aligned and
convergent with the classical theory of epistemology, namely the correspondence
theory of truth. Therefore, in an epistemological context, he should undoubtedly be
considered a realist critic who believes in the objectivity and, consequently, the
knowability of literary propositions that are based on the originality of the
knowability of the real world. Therefore, from an epistemological point of view, all
aspects of Ibn Tabataba's truth are justified, informative, and objective. As a result,
they have an epistemological identity, are subject to scientific methodology, and
have the authority to judge literary propositions.

The opposite of the reality and knowability of literary propositions is the unreality
and unknowability of the language of poetry and literary statements. Since, from an
aesthetic perspective, the main function of poetry is not to express reality, but rather
to convey the artist's emotion and feeling to humans, Ibn Tabataba's aspects of truth
in an aesthetic context cannot be very informative, realistic, and objective. Therefore,
they do not have the authority to judge the truth or falsity of literary propositions,
because escaping logic and defamiliarization is one of the main characteristics of
literary propositions. This is also because it does not rely on any other judgment
except in terms of rhetoric, eloquence, and imagination.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Although Ibn Tabataba did not systematically dedicate an independent chapter in his
book Ayar al-She’r to the epistemology of literary propositions and the nature of
truth, he was not unaware of them, and most of his encounters with literary
propositions were in the context of the truth concept. Therefore, from the differnt
sections of his book, various aspects of truth can be extracted as follows: Artistic
truth, truth in human experience, moral truth, historical truth, and visual truth. There
is no doubt that Ibn Tabataba's attitude towards the truth and falsity of literary
propositions was influenced by the philosophical-theological doctorine prevalent in
the fourth century AH. A doctorine that not only recognizes poetry as a valid
document and a comprehensive mirror for representing its social, political, natural,
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and cultural environment, relying on the principle “Poetry Is the Diwan of Arabs”,
but also considers intellect as the only valid and authoritative means of judging
literary propositions. Accordingly, it makes no difference between poetry and prose
except in meter. Hence, Ibn Tabataba's view of literary propositions following the
logicians is epistemological, not aesthetic. Therefore, it is not surprising that, as a
logician or one who was influenced by logicians, he considered poetry as one of the
sources of acquiring knowledge.

If we want to make a fair and scholarly judgment of Ibn Tabataba's theory of
knowledge in evaluating poetry, it is appropriate and necessary to look at it from
both epistemological and aesthetic viewpoints. In traditional understanding of
epistemology, science is deemed as justified true belief. Therefore, since lbn
Tabataba considers poetry as a valid document for representing the social, political,
natural and cultural environment, all aspects of his theory of truth in system of
knowledge have epistemological structures and contexts that are also aligned with
the correspondence theory of truth. From an aesthetic point of view, the main
function of poetry, which has an inherently aesthetic structure, is not to express
reality but to convey the artist's emotions and feelings to the audience in a way that
arouses their emotions. Therefore, the language in literature is not the language of
reason and thought, but an indication of human feelings and emotions. For this
reason, literature is not expected to express rational truths. Literature has no
connection or relationship with reality; Truth and falsity in its propositions are
meaningless. According to what was indicated, literary propositions in an aesthetic
context, as they are defamiliarized and logically hard to grasp, cannot be as justified,
informative, and truthful as logical ones. As a result, they have no epistemological
entity and cannot be studied in using the methodology of science. Therefore, Ibn
Tabatabah's aspects of truth cannot judge literary propositions. It is for this reason
that some contemporary Arab critics, without distinguishing between epistemology
and aesthetics, consider Ibn Tabataba's approach and his adherence to truth,
especially when it comes to comparing and contrasting pieces of poetry, as a great
injustice to literary criticism
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Abstract

Marzbannameh is one of the important works of elegant prose written by Espahbad
Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin, one of the rulers of Bavand clan, in the late 4th
century of Hijri. This is because in Qabousnameh and the History of Tabaristan,
Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin is said to be the author of Marzbannameh;
However, in the Marzbannameh written by Varavini, it is written by Marzban ibn
Sharvin, and on the other hand, the genealogy of the Bavand family and the status of
Marzban ibn Rostam/Sharvin are not clear in the histories and records. There is a
long debate among researchers about the author of Marzbannameh. A group believes
that Marzban ibn Rostam is the author of the book, and another group considers
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Marzban ibn Sharvin as its author. Some even think that the author and translator of
Marzbannameh is fake. Apart from these, there are also different views about the
first language of the work, that it, wether it was Tabari or Dari Persian. Examining
various viewpoints and discussing this matter, this study showed that probably
Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin wrote this book in Tabari language two hundred
years before Marzban (the son of Sharvin, the fifth ruler of the Kawusians of the
Bavand family), translated it into simple Dari Persian, and two hundred years later,
it was written by Sa’ad al-Din varavini in Dari Farsi.

Keywords: Marzbannameh, Ale Bavand, Mazarban ibn Rostam, Marzban ibn
Sharvin

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The original Marzbannameh is not now available. The two versions of this book are
in Dari Persian and in poetic prose; one in 598 AH by Mohammad ibn Qazi Malataivi
titiled Rawzat al-Oqoul and the other one between 607 and 622 AH titled
Marzbannameh by Sa’d al-Din Varavini. The oldest work that has mentioned
Marzbannameh and its author is Qabousnameh, written in 475 AH. Another ancient
text that has mentioned this book and its author is Tarikhe Tabarestan (The history
of Tabarestan) written in 613 by Baha al-Din Mohammad ibn Hassan ibn Esfandiar.
The author mentions him when talking about the rulers of Tabarestan. Both authors
believed that the author of Marzbannameh is Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin;
though Varavini as a translator of Marzbannameh, states about the author of this
work “Marzbannameh is attributed to the producer of the book of Marzban ibn
Sharvin”.

From this perspective and historicist criticism, there are some ambiguities and
debates among researchers regarding the lineage of the author, the Kawusian lineage
of Bavand dynasty, and the year of compiling Marzbannameh. Such uncertainties
are about the authenticity of attributing this book to Marzban, wether Marzban is the
son of Rostam or Sharvin, wether this Sharvin is Sharvin | or Sharvin Il, and the
reason why there is a great interval between the composition of the work and its
translation (200 years) and the time of Varavini's statement (400 years). It is posed
that wether Marzban wrote his book in Tabari language, and wether Mohammad ibn
Qazi Malataivi and Sa'd al-Din Varavini knew Tabari language and translated this
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work into Persian. These uncertainties and tentative answers and explanations have
resulted in different views among researchers and scholars.

Since Marzbannameh is one of the main authentic texts of Persian language and
Iranian culture, and as one of the sourses of Persian Language and Literature in the
Iranian universities, it is a must to do such aresearch to clarify the identity of the
author of this book. Accordingly, this study at the first stage deals with Bavand
family, and then respectively address the criticisms and opinions on the posed issues,
and finally present the opinions of the witers of this paper.

2. Method

This study at first focused on the criticisms and debates on the author of
Marzbannameh. It then took a historical criticism to examine the lineage of the
author. To this purpose, documents and library resources were used.

3. Results

Amongst the main debates on Marzbannaneh are the identity of its author, the
compilation of the first version and its language. Onsor al-Ma'ali Keykawus in
Qabousnameh and Ibn Esfandiar in The History of Tabarestan attributed this book
to Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin, but Sa'd al-Din Varavini in his commentary on
the Marzbannameh states that Marzban ibn Sharvin wrote this work in Tabari
language four hundred years before him. Three points are significant in Varavini's
introduction: the author, the time, and the language of thie work. All the issues,
besides lack of sufficient information in the histories and tazkires related to
Marzbannameh and its author lead to presenting various opinions from different
perspectives. It is noteworthy that we cannot ignore Varavini's ideas, deciding
wether he was mistaken or a claim consciously, or say that Onnsor al-Ma‘ali and Ibn
Esfandiar have misrepresented the lineage of Marzban. Apperantly around 200 AH,
a Tabarestan prince of Kiyusian family of Bavand dynasty, called Marzban bin
Sharvin bin Sohrab wrote a book in Tabari language. This book cosists of several
stories of the culture of Iran that are on the politics and governing metods, narrated
in the way of Kelileh and Demneh. Another member of this family (i.e., Marzban
bin Rostam bin Sharvin) rendered it 200 years later (c. 400 AH) into simple Dari
Persian (including Tabari verses and phrases). The same work was changed into a
poetic prose several times: a) 200 years after Marzban bin Rostam while composing
books in poetic prose; b) in the late 6th century by Mohammad bin Qazi Malataivi;
c) in the early 7th century by Sa'd al-Din Varavini, who considred the simple style
of the original book not appropriate. Both authors imitated the writing style of
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Nasrallah Munshi in translating and correcting Kelileh and Demneh. The reason is
that Marzban ibn Rostam, while translating Marzbannameh from Tabari language
into simple Dari Persian, states that the author (Marzban ibn Sharvin) wrote
Marzbannameh in Tabari language. Later, Varavini producing his edition of this
work states that “Marzbannameh is attributed to the author of the book of Marzban
ibn Sharvin”. Adding two hundred years between himself and Marzban ibn Rostam
to the the two hundred years between Marzban ibn Rostam and Marzban ibn Sharvin,
he states that he disclosed “this precious purchase that was unknown for four
hundred years”. As Marzban ibn Rostam had used Tabari poems and stories in
producing his Dari Persian translation of Marzban ibn Sharvin’s Marzbannameh,
Varavini, while writing his own Marzbannameh produced by Marzban ibn Rostam
says: "He produced it in the language of Tabarestan and ancient Persian."

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Marzban ibn Sharvin ibn Sohrab compiled a book in Tabari language around 200
AH. Two hundred years later, Marzban ibn Rostam ibn Sharvin translated this book
(including Tabari verses and phrases) into simple Dari Persian. Within the book, he
states this book belongs to Marzban ibn Sharvin, and later, VVaravini mentioned this
in his edited version of Marzbannameh, adding the 200 years between himself and
Marzban ibn Rostam, saying “four hundred and some years” (i.e., from Marzban ibn
Sharvin ibn Sohrab living in early 3rd century AH to his own era; early 3th century
AH).
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Abstract

The resurrection and the Qa'im are concepts that are used in different sects of
religions, but each sect has a specific definition and interpretation of these concepts
in accordance with its own principles. The Qa’imiyat Divan is one of the few
remaining works of the Ismailis of the Alamut period (483-654 AH), which has been
kept hidden and inaccessible until now for such reasons as religious prejudices. In
this Divan, such topics and concepts as interpretation, monotheism, vision,
comparison, appearance, interior, and resurrection are discussed. These concepts
generally focus on the main axis of the Divan, namely “Qa'im” and “Qiyamat”. The
resurrection was raised with the support of Ismaili theologians in the sixth century
(the Alamut period), and Hassan Mahmoud the writer also reflects it in his Qa 'imiyat
Divan. Introducing this newly discovered work and recognizing other aspects and
dimensions of this intellectual movement is one of the goals and importance of this
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research. In this article, while presenting the concept of Qiyamat and Qa’im in
Ismaili thought, the specific meanings and concepts related to the term during the
period of Alamut and after it are discussed. Looking at the poems of Hassan
Mahmoud Kateb in Qa’imiyat Divan, the study comes to the conclusion tha the
Ismaili view of giamat is different from the interpretation of this concept in other
Islamic sects. The term giamat in Ismaili teachings of the Alamut period actually
indicates the entry of the Ismailids into a new historical period.

Keywords: Qa’imiyat, Ismailism, Kateb, Qiyamat, Qa'im, Imam

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This sudy explored the concepts of Qiyamat (Resurrection) and the Qa’im (the who
rises) in Ismaili sect, and their manifestation in the Divan of Hasan Mahmoud Kateb.
These terms are common and have different functions and meanings in various
Islamic sects. Each sect has its own interpretations of the concepts according their
teachings and beliefs. Qa ’emiyat Divan is among the few survived works from the
Ismailis who lived in the Alamut era (483-654 AH). The work has been held
inaccessible from then because of religious prejudices. The efforts of Seyyed Jalal
Hosseini Badakhshani led to the disclose of this work in the village of Yahn (near
Birjand, Iran) in 1343 AH. It was then corrected and published by the Miras Maktoub
Publication in 1390 AH. The main themes of this work are such concepts as ta’wil
(interpretation), towhid (unity), ro’yat (vision) analogy (qiyas), hedayat (guidance),
zaher (appearance), baten (the inner part), and ma'ad (afterlife). All of the concepts
revolve around the main concepts of the Divan; that is, Qa’im and Qiyamat.
Reserection was brought about by an Ismaili scholar of kalam in the 6th century AH
(Alamut era) and were echoed by Hasan Mahmoud Kateb in his Qa ’imiyat Divan.
The significance and aim of this study were to introduce the discovered book and to
explore some aspects of the related intellectual tradition. This study endeavored to
see what meanings the concepts Qa’im and Qiyamat have in Ismaili teachings, how
they deffer from such concepts in other sects of Islam, and what their foundations
are. This study at the first stage focused on the concepts of Qa’im and Qiyamat in
Ismaili thought, and then explored their particular meanings during the Alamut era
and beyond. A glance at the poems of Hasan Mahmoud Kateb in his Qa imiyat Divan
showed that Ismaili perspectives about the two concepts differ significantly from the
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interpretations of other Islamic sects. Qiyamat or resurrection in Ismaili teachings of
Alamut era means the Ismaili entry into a new historical period. This interpretation
was fabricated in the Alamut period and was later reflected in other Ismaili works.
This concept found a unique interpretation and significance in Ismaili teachings. So
related to the concept of Qiyamat, the concept Qa’im was used to mean the Imam
who is responsible fot guiding others. In addition to introducing the undiscovered
work about Ismaili thought, a significant finding of this study was that Qa ’imiyat
Divan, as the only surviving source from the Alamut era, is a great a treasure to know
more about this intellectual movement. This work consists of such conepts as
Qiyamat in Ismaili teachings through symbolic language.

2. Method

This study applied an analytical-descriptive approach to explore the concepts
pertaining to Qiyamat in Ismaili teachings, through comparing it in Ismaili beliefs
and those of other sects, and finally to see how these concepts are reflected in the
QOa’imiyat Divan. Content analysis was employed to collect the required data. At the
first stage, the principles and preliminary studies were done and note were taken.
The concepts of Qa’im and Qiyamat in Ismaili thought were scrutinized. Then, the
theoretical issues on Ismaili beliefs were collected through the main books of Ismaili
sect, including Sajestani's Kashf al-Mahjoub, Abu Ishaqg's Haft Bab, Naser
Khosraw's works, Kalam Pir, Baba Seyedna's Haftan Bab, and The Isma'ilis: Their
History and Doctrine. Then, using this framework, the evidence from the verses of
Hasan Mahmoud Kateb's Divan was extracted and presented as illustrative
examples. The evidence showed that Hasan Mahmoud Kateb, the owner of
Qaimiyat Divan holds the same beliefs and viewpoints as the Ismailis. He presented
these beliefs in a specific way in his Divan.

3. Results

The results of this study can be summarized into the following issues:

- Although the concept of Qiyamat has a common origin in various sects of Islam, it
is interpreted differently in each sects, and these diverse interpretations distinguish
them from one another;

- The concept of giyamat in Ismaili teachings is not merely a warning or deterring
concept, but it holds a worldly meaning and function’

- The concept of giyamat in Qa’imiyat Divan is not only an issue related to the
afterlife, but a completely worldly issue;
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- The concept of giyamat in Ismaili teachings means a specific period as well,
referring to a specific period of Kalam history of Ismailids. In this period, Qa’im
hods a new intepretaion of religion.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The word “Qiyamat” in Ismaili teachings shows the Ismailis entry into a new
historical era and indicates the difference of the perspectives of scholars in this sect
with the concepts of gqa’im and giyamat in other sects. Consideiring the issue and in
addition to exploring the concept of giyamat in Ismaili texts, this study provided
evidence from the Qa 'imiyat Divan and came to the following coclusions:

- The giyamat era is not an arbitrary concept that Ismailids introduced at a specific
historical period, but it is a theological concept that has its roots in the history,
beliefs, and doctrine of this sect;

- The Ismaili understanding of “qiyamat” differs drastically from that of other sects
of Islam. In Ismaili teachings, this concept signifies the beginning of a new period
in the divine guidance;

- In the Ismaili teachings there is the concept of abrogation (nasikh and ibtal) of some
issues of religion; that is, abrogation means the complete annulment of the external
aspects of religion, which results in the perfection of the religion;

- In Ismaili teachings, “qiamat” is declared by a descendant of the true and authentic
Imam, and then, followers act upon. The ga’im of the giamat introduces himself as
a reformer of humanity, awakening those who are in spiritual dream;

- In Ismaili teachings, Imam plays such a crucial role in the creation and order of the
world so that not a single atom in the heavens or on earth remains in place without
the Imam's command. The one who does not pledge allegiance to this Imam is not
not a follower of the Qa’im.
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Abstract

This study introduced an ancient book called Al-Mo'tabar fi llm al-Ta 'bir, written in
Persian and probably in the West of Iran. Ibrahim bin Ismail bin Ibrahim Bakri
Zanjani Shirazi (died at 683 AH in Shiraz), the Shafe’i Muhaddith (scholar of hadiths
of Shafe’i sect), wrote this dream book in 666 AH and dedicated it to Khajeh Shams
al-Din Mohammad Joveini, a renowned Ilkhanate minister. So far, only one copy of
this work is known, which, according to the textual evidence, is probably the author's
copy produced in 666 AH. This unique copy is kept in Amcazade Huseyin Pasha
Library in Turkey, the microfilm of which is preserved in the Central Library of
Tehran University. In addition to introducing the manuscript of the work, this study

1. Ph.D. Candidate in Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Letters and Humanities, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

2. Associate Professor in Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Letters and Humanities, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran (Corresponding author)

3. Associate Professor in Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Letters and Humanities, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.


https://doi.org/10.22067/jls.2024.88395.1596
mailto:dehqanniri.sa@mail.um.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2539-8177
mailto:saket@um.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6585-7230
mailto:radmard@um.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2698-1527
https://jls.um.ac.ir/?lang=en

New Literary Studies, Vol 57, No. 3, Fall 2024 78

focused the author and his religion, his sources for writing this book, the structure of
the book, and its significance. Some of the author's sources used for compiling this
work are Al-Ghaderi fi al-Ta 'bir, Al-Tahbir fi llm al-Ta 'bir, Ta bir al-Ro ’ya by ibn
Qutayba, Ta'bir al-Ro'ya by Artemidorus Ephesius (translated by Hunayn ibn Ishag).

Keywords: Ibrahim bin Ismail Bakri Zanjani Shirazi, Dream Interpretation, Al-
Ghaderi fi al-Ta bir, Al-Tahbir fi llm al-7a 'bir, Al-Mo 'tabar fi Iim al-Ta bir

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Al-Mo'tabar fi llm al-Ta'bir is a forgotten Persian dream interpretation book, written
in the 7th century AH. It has also been known under the names “Al-Monir fi llm al-
Ta'bir” and “Al-Kashf al-Monir fi Ilm al-Ta'bir”, but considering that the name “Al-
Mo'tabar fi Ilm al-Ta'bir” appears in many pages of the manuscript, other names are
not valid. It seems that Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Ismail ibn lbrahim Bakri Zanjani
Shirazi (known as Sharaf al-Din Shafe’i) wrote this book in 666 AH.

This work is categorized into two main sections. The first section, organized
similar to most Arabic and Persian dream books, elaborates in detail in 17 chapters
on the principles of interpretation of dreams. The second section is divided into an
introduction and seven essays. This section begins with describing the images seen
in dreams and their interpretations. The author then supports, supplements, and
clarifies these images and interpretations with relevant anecdotes. The seven essays
of the second section, respectively, are about the following issues: Essay 1: On
seeing the truth and what belongs to it; Essay 2: On seeing things that are inclined
towards the incentives; Essay 3: On seeing a human in states of life and death; Essay
4: On seeing other animals; Essay 5: On seeing the sea and what belongs to them;
Essay 6: On seeing the land, what has been built on it and related matters; and Essay
7: On seeing the uncreated and related matters.

2. Method

This study relied on library resources. The only so far well-known version of the
studied text is no. 273, belonging to Amcazade Huseyin Pasha Pasha collection in
the Suleymaniye Library of Istanbul. Moreover, a copy of the version (no. 497-F) is
kept in the Central Library of Tehran University.
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3. Results

Although the word “a4;3+” has been added next to “s <J” in the remaining final page
of this manuscript, the name of the author is not explicitly mentioned anywhere else
in the work. Moreover, there is no reference to Al-Mo'tabar fi IlIm al-Ta'bir in his
other works. Only in some lists of manuscripts, the name is mentioned. Accordingly,
one possible guess is that Ibrahim ibn Ismail Bakri just have been responsible for
scribing this book, though the possibility is very weak because of the references of
this work to Shafe’i ideas and its abundance with the numerous anecdotes about
Imam Shafe’i. As it is well-known that Bakri was a Shafe’i, it is less likely that he
is only a scribe. Consequently, unless authentic evidence is at hand, the role of Bakri
as the author or the scribe of Al-Mo'tabar fi IIm al-Ta'bir is uncertain.

There is no explicit statement in the introductory or concluding parts of the
manuscript about the place of composition. It is only possible to guess the place of
composition or scribing this work based on textual clues. In the page 2r, the
author/scribe dedicates this work to “the great superior and respected man, the most
prominent and knowledgeable polar, the master of the centuries, the establisher of
security and safety foundations, the creator of the pillars of religion and faith, the
giver of the desires of favor and benevolence... the sun of the world, truth, and
religion, the helper of Islam and the guard of Muslims”. He also calls the man “a
grace for Khorasan and Iraq”. Considering the titles, we come the conclusion that he
is one of the rulers of that era.

Considering the mentioned titles about the ruler, the composition of this work in
666 AH, and since the author of author of The History of Islam and the Biographies
of Famous People points out Shams al-Din Joveini and his sons under the name of
Bakri Zanjani Shirazi, one can conclude that this famous minister is Shams al-Din
Mohammad Joveini, who during the reign of Abagha Khan llkhani (663-680 AH)
was governing in Tabriz, and his son, Khajeh Baha al-Din Mohammad governing in
Isfahan and a large part of Persian Irag. It is worth mentioning that although this
page is new, considering the author’s completing expressions for the ruler, that is,
“May God strengthen his supporters and double his power and authority throughout
the ages”, one can easily conclude that this page was added when Khajeh Shams al-
Din Joveini was governing.

Moreover, since al-Zahabi in The History of Islam and the Biographies of
Famous People mentions Bakri's teaching and discussions in Maragheh and Tabriz,
focusing on Taj al-Din al-Sawawi’ Al-Anwar al-Lom a fi al-Jam' Bayan al-Sihah al-
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Sab’a, and since he mentions the presence of the ruler in Tabriz, one can conclude
that though the place of composition or copying this manuscript has not been clearly
mentioned, it may have been produced in Tabriz or its vicinity.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

This research introduced an ancient dream book titled Al-Mo'tabar fi IIm al-Ta'bir.
It seems that Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Ismail ibn Ibrahim Bakri Zanjani Shirazi (known
as Sharaf al-Din Shafe’i) wrote it in 666 AH. This book consists of two main
sections. The first section that is structured similar to the common structure of Arabic
and Persian dream books entails 17 chapters on the principles of interpreting various
dreams. The second section is divided into an introduction and seven essays. The
author describes the dreamed images and their interpretations. Then, he adds the
interpretations with some anecdotes, supporting, supplementing, and explaining the
images and their interpretations. For writing this book, Bakri Zanjani Shirazi used
several sources such as Al-Ghaderi fi al-Ta'bir, Ibon Qutaybah’s Ta'bir al-Ro'ya,
Ta'bir al-Ro'ya by Artemidorus Ephesius, and Al-Tahbir fi llm al-Ta'bir. From
among these sources, he used Al-Ghaderi fi al-Ta'bir and Al-Tahbir fi 1lm al-Ta'bir
more than other Arabic and Persian dream books. This book is of great significance
in terms of its subject, its linguistic and lexical characteristics, its social and
anthropological issues, and the anecdotes and poems within this book. Therefore,
introducing and publishing this book play a significant role towards a better
understanding of Persian dream books and their relationship with Arabic dream
books.
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Abstract

There are some artistic prose letters in the Persian literature in which their authors
have depicted their personal conditions along with the undesirable circumstances of
the time. The best-known letters of this type were written by Zaidari Nesavi in the
early 7" century AH and called them as Nafsat al-Masdour. There are other texts
under this title in the Persian prose, but they have not been written by anthologists.
Besides, the style of those texts is not eleganct, and their contents are different from
those of anthological Nafsat al-Masdour versions. Considering the stylistic features
of Zaidari’s Nafsat al-Masdour, researchers commonly believe that this text is
exclusive in the history of artistic prose. However, with regard to such textual
features as form, theme, content, structure, and rhetorical traits, as well as the
audience of the text and its similarities to the anonymous letters written before and
after Zaidari, the present study seeks to show that this work is not the only one
available. Rather, referring to similar letters by anthologists like Anoushiravan
Khaled, Nasrollah Munshi, Baha al-Din Mo’ayed Baghdadi, Najm al-Din Abu al-
Raja Qomi and Atamalek Joveini, this research makes conviction that such writings
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spanned from about the mid 6™ century to the late 7" century (AH). They are
introduced as a special literary genre within the set of prose letters of complaint
known as Nafsat al-Masdour.

Keywords: Literary Genre, Artistic Prose, Compositions, Letter, Complaint, Nafsat
al-Masdour, Zaidari Nesavi, Atamalek Joveini, Taslyat al-Ekhwan

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Zaidari Nesavi’s Nafsat al-Masdour is amongst of the most famous artistic proses of
the early 7" century AH. This work is widely considered as a unique text. Its
numerous stylistic features indicate its distinction from other prose works. We can
have different attitudes of the ancient scholars towards the artistic prose texts. Such
perspectives have been presented in such works as Sa’ad al-Din Varavini’s allude to
Kelileh and Demneh in the introduction of Marzbannameh, Sandbadnameh,
Maghamat Hamidi, Atabat al-Katabah (by Montajab al-Din Badi’), Rashid Vatwat’s
Monsha’at, Zarrat al-Sharegh (by Zeyn al-Din ibn Seyedi Zangani), Baha al-Din
Baghdadi’s Resalat (Al-Tawassol ila al-Tarassol), The Translation of Tarikh Yamini
(Abu al-Sharaf Naseh ibn Zafar Jorfadaghani), and Nafsat al-Masdour by
Anousharwan Khaled, which do not have the same subject matter and content, and
are placed in Ekhwani and Diwani Monsha’at (i.e., private and royal court letters),
educational anecdotes, Maghamat and history, shows the view of the ancients
towards artistic prose, in that these writings, having more or less the same
characteristics, were all classified in artistic prose. Moreover, Bahar sees such
monsha’at works as Atabat al-Katabah and Al-Tawassol ila al-Tarassol as the works
that follow Nasrollah Munshi’s translation of Kelileh and Demneh. While
intruducing the prose style of Montajab al-Din Badi’ (the writer of Atabat al-
Katabah), he made it according to the prose style of Abu al-Ma’ali Qaznavi. This
was possible through taking into account the style similarities between these texts
and the translation of Kelileh and Demneh, creating a specific genre called
Monsha’at and Diwani literature (i.e., a literature with specific features of letters of
royal courts and private letters). Such works as “Fathnameh”, “Shekastnameh”,
“Ahdnameh”, “Sogandnameh” and “Nafsat al-Masdour” can be identified among
them. The subject of most papers on Nafsat al-Masdour is enumerating stylistic
features, searching for a subject in it, analyzing its structure and content, and
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comparing its content with some characteristics of Western literary schools, or even
introducing this work as a historical and/or literary text.

2. Method

At the first step, the owners of Nafsat al-masdours were introduced chronologically.
Then, the main features of these types of writings were depicted and discussed. This
was done to show that this Monasha’at, which lasted from the middle of the 6th
century to the late 7th century in Persian literature, is a subtype of monsha’at, and
all these writers are court secretaries. Their survived works are in artistic prose, and
whatever is like this, is not included among Nafsat al-masdours.

3. Results

What is available to the audience as Zaidari Nesavi’s Nafsat al-Masdour in the form
of a book and holds a huge volume of annotations is actually a letter. There exist
such similar examples from the 6th century to the late 7th century AH and Zaidari
Nesavi is at the end of this movement. Written by famous courtmen, these letters
include a description of the misfortunes and complaints about the undesirable times,
introduced ironically as the main origins of the misfortunes. These letters/nafsat al-
masdours are in artistic prose and full of proverbs and sayings. The writing style,
subject matter, and content of Anousharwan Khaled’s Nafsat al-Masdour (according
to the annotation that Abu al-Raja Qomi and Atamalek Joveini’s reference to Baha
al-Din Baghdadi and Zaidari Nesavi) prove that court secretaries such as Nasrollah
Munshi, Baha al-Din Baghdadi, Zaidari Nesavi, and Atamalek Joveini immitated the
style of Anousharwan Khaled. Nafsat al-masdours are prose complaints, but since
there is not any comprehensive study on the complaints so far, no one can say
anything about their relationships. Accordingly, it seems necessary to do a
comprehensive and independent research on Bath al-Shakwa and complaints, and a
separate entry in encyclopedias be dedicated to more easily compare them.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Nafsat al-masdours are in the form of letters. Exactly this anonymity and brevity
make them remain unknown. These works are usually come within other works or
collections of monsha’ats. They have frequently been retitled in later periods. None
of the court secretaries who composed these letters named their works as Nafsat al-
masdour; not even Zaidari Nesavi. Revealing the motivations of these secretaries in
writing nafsat al-masdours will be significant to understand the aim or subject of
these letters. What remained from Nasrollah Monshi’ Nafsat al-masdour is about a
period when he was imprisoned because of the slanders of envious rivals. The main
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motivation of Baha al-Din Baghdadi is quite clear. He was imprisoned and wrote
this letter in there. However, they cannot be called “habsiyeh” (prison letter), as one
of the main features of such works is the description of prison, which is absent in
these Nafsat al-masdours. Moreover, Zaidari Nesavi’s Nafsat al-masdour and the
two treatises of Atamalek Joveini were not written in prison, nor are their main
subject the description of prisons. They are only accounts and descriptions of the
misfortunes that happened to them. Therefore, the main subject and purpose of these
secretaries for composing such texts was to bath al-shakwa (express grievances) or
shakwa (complain). The main content of Nafsat al-masdours are descriptions of the
misfortunes that their authors suffered besides complains about their unfortunate
circumstances and times. Atamalek Joveini’s state at the end of Taslyat al-Ekhwan
shows the main aim of these secretaries. He sees the blaming of the heavens for all
misfortunes futile. Indirectly he states that his criticisms are directed to the ruler of
that time. Nafsat al-masdours do not have a clear pre-determined structure, but the
secretaries could freely use artistic prose and letters to describe their misfortunes and
express their grievances of the world. This freedom for not following a determined
structure is evident in comparison of the two nafsat al-masdours of Atamalek joveini.
In nafsat al-masdours, such issues as “wisdom”, “admonition”, and “complaint”
come together. Moreover, the high frequency of the use of proverbs and anecdotes
in the prose or Persian/Arabic verses enriches Nafsat al-masdours and improves their
rhetorical aspect.
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Abstract

Dialect researchers’ use of the capabilities of structural semantics and the principles
of lexicography elevates their studies in the field of dialect lexicon to the level of
lexicography. Discussing the capacity of approaches of lexical fields and semantic
components in obtaining logical definitions in dialect dictionaries, the present study
investigated the semantic relations among a set of nouns of capras and sheep in
several Persian dialects. These sets themselves consist of several other subsets that
can be distinguished, classified, and defined based on the semantic components of
breed, gender, age, fertility, childbirth, hair color, ear shape, and several other
components. The author's experience in listing the names of capras in the Lamerdi
dialect (a local dialect in the south of Fars province, Iran) and studying some
important and supplementary information from Bakhtiari dialect and several other
dialects, as well as reviewing of dialect lexicons and dialectological data, indicated
that dialect researchers should not only use interview-based action of producing
vocabulary. They should elevate their studies to the level of lexicography. At this
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level, they are required to use the capacity of structural semantics to provide a
complete list of the material words of the dialects in order to compile a more
complete and accurate list of dialect words to be recorded in macrostructure of
dialect dictionary, and in its microstructure they should be able to write logical
definitions. Regardless of the complimentary linguistic researches, linguists’ field
study always have the major defects of missing a significant number of names for
domestic animals (e.g., capra and sheep) and incomplete or ambiguous definitions
of the listed names.

Keywords: Dialect Study, Dialect Lexicography, Lamerdi Dialect, Bakhtiari
Dialect, Capra Names, Sheep Names

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Wherever the lives and livelihoods of the inhabitants of a region depend on plants,
animals, or other natural phenomena, a wealth of words and systematic linguistic
classifications arise for those plants, animals, or natural phenomena in the language
of its speakers. Since the time the Iranians succeeded in domesticating livestock and
utilized every part of their existence for food, clothing, the construction of various
tools, etc., capras and sheep have had a significant presence in the art, culture, and
rituals of Iranian tribes. In the languages and dialects of the warm and dry regions of
the Iranian plateau, where livestock farming has primarily focused on capra rearing,
and in areas where sheep farming has been important due to different climatic
conditions, there exist specific and noteworthy lexical fields and systematic
classifications that should be scientifically described and recorded in dialect
dictionaries before they are completely forgotten. This article aims to demonstrate,
firstly, what semantic system of hyponyms related to copra and sheep in Persian
dialects exist; and secondly, to show how these lexemes can be accurately collected
and defined appropriately for inclusion in dialect dictionaries.

2. Method

For this research, two dialects of the Persian language, Lamerdi and Bakhtiari, which
belong to the same linguistic group, have been selected. Data related to the Lamerdi
dialect was collected through interviews with local shepherds and the personal
knowledge of the researcher (as a native speaker). To collect and define the nouns
related to capras and sheep among the Bakhtiari people, reliance was on written
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sources, and in some cases, conversations were made with speakers of the dialect.
Among the vast array of lexemes related to domestic animals, a set of nouns and
adjectives pertaining to different types of capras and sheep was initially selected,
followed by another set of names related to dairy products, animal diseases, herding,
and shepherding, which were set aside. After narrowing down the data based on their
shared characteristics to the vocabulary related to capras and sheep, the semantic
components of breed, age, gender, fertility, childbirth, hair color, and ear shape were
carefully identified using component analysis in structuralist lexical semantics, and
the semantic system of the names of various capras and sheep in the selected dialects
was elucidated. Finally, the data obtained from the component analysis was utilized
to provide logical definitions and to be included in dialect dictionaries.

3. Results

Data analysis shows that in the Lamardi dialect, naming various types of capras
involves components such as age, gender, fertility, fertility, and hair color. The most
generative method for naming local capras combines two components: color words
(hair color) and ear words (shape, condition, and size of the ears). The identification
of 32 compound words formed by the combination of these two semantic
components highlights its significant generativity. In addition to names based on the
physical characteristics and anatomy of capras and sheep in Persian dialects, another
method for naming these animals has been used, which | call “added signs”.
“Branding on the face” and “cutting the ear” are the most prominent methods for
inscribing human-added signs on the bodies of these animals. The latter method has
been particularly common among Bakhtiari herders who have engaged in raising
sheep herds. The most important achievement of this research is the identification of
the semantic systems for naming different types of capras and sheep in some Persian
dialects and defining them based on the semantic components of those names.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results indicate that a significant part of the one hundred and fifty-year tradition
of dialectology in Iran, which has primarily focused on lexicon (a book containing
an alphabetical arrangement of the words in a dialect), needs to be updated using
contemporary lexicographic principles and elevated to the level of lexicography. A
review of the dialectal data collected by researchers regarding the vocabulary related
to capras and sheep in various regions of Iran reveals that most of these studies have
failed to explain the existing semantic systems of naming domesticated animals,
because they have not used the potential of structuralist lexical semantics.
Consequently, these studies suffer from two major shortcomings: either they have
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not been able to provide a complete list of names for different types of livestock, or
they have not offered suitable logical definitions for inclusion in dialect dictionaries.
To address these deficiencies, it is essential to incorporate structuralist semantic
theories alongside field studies and interviews with livestock farmers to resolve both
existing shortcomings. With the increasing decline of traditional animal husbandry
and the expansion of industrial and commercial livestock farming, the terminology
related to different types of livestock and their associated semantic systems will be
completely forgotten. Therefore, one of the author's suggestions in the field of dialect
studies is to transform the existing “dialect lexicons” into “dialect dictionaries”,
which can be achieved in a short time through the application of structuralist
semantics and lexicographic principles. In pursuing such a goal, even merely
focusing on the conceptual domains of the material vocabulary of dialects would be
a practical and beneficial step towards better and more efficient documentation of
dialectal vocabulary.
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