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Abstract

Regarding Abu Sa’id Abu al-Khayr, besides the existing references that are called
“magama” (book written about the life and sayings of a Sufi sheikh), there are other
references whose whereabouts are currently unknown. One compelling evidence for the
existence of these references is the unique and rare mentions of Abu Sa’id’s life found in
some sources. Two significant features characterize the specific references: their rarity, and
the absence of sources for any of them in the existing references. This study analyzes,
critiques, and classifies these mentions. The results suggest that categorizing this type of
source-less mentions into five sets, with the content of at least two sets being particularly
significant. These sources provide additional information beyond what can be obtained
from the surviving references, offering a more general awareness of the lost manuscript
contents. It seems that authors of some ancient Persian literary texts have utilized
documents that were either inaccessible to the authors of existing references or were
deliberately omitted due to various reasons, including reluctance, suspicion, or weaknesses
in the documents.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Besides the sources that we know about Abu Sa’id Abu al-Khayr, there have been
other magames. These magamas, called "scattered or informal magamas", have been
written during Abu Sa’id’s lifetime. One issue that confirms the claim is the
multiplicity of new references about Abu Sa’id’s life in some mystical and non-
mystical sources. The particular feature of these references is that no source can be
found for any of them in the surviving magamas. None of the magamas are
comprehensive, but, according to writer’s knowledge or taste, only some of issues
about Abu Sa’id’s life were included. This issue resulted in the writing of the book
States and Sayings in an attempt toward gathering those scattered documents. The
author of this book decided to be brief in explaining the events. Therefore, another
magama was written, called Asrar al-Towhid. The entire issues of the previous work
was elaborated. The author included all he had found to possess a valid source and
ignored what he thought to be inauthentic.

The significance and necessity of doing this study lies in tentative information
regading the content of the references that were not included in Asrar al-Towhid on
the reason that they were identified to be weak. Doing such research can be
significant since it can find out if the magamas that the author of Asrar al-Towhid
could not include, had more information regarding the Abu Sa’id in terms of
providing accurate information, and if there is a way to access some of that rare
information and even those weak references.

2. Method

This study tried to answer the related questions about the inclusion of the magamas
and sources in Asrar al-Towhid through including a vast range of ancient Persian
resources on Abu Sa’id. To do this, 71 books of Persian literature, published from
5th to 13th centuries AH were investigated. The data were analyzed using a
descriptive-analitical method.

3. Results

All the references to Abu Sa’id’s life can be categorized into three parts. A
remarkable part of them are direct adaptations of one of the three surviving
magamas, which do not differ from their original sources in terms of content. The
second part includes the references that although their original form can be found in
one of the three existing magamas, their incorrect form have been quoted and
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recorded for some reasons. The third part includes the materials without any known
sources. The aim of this study was analyzing, criticizing and categorizing the
materials of the last category.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results revealed that 28 books do not include any references in the existing
magamas about what the authors have stated about Abu Sa’id’s life. These sources
can be divided into mystical and non-mystical ones. Twenty-three books come under
mystical sources and non-mystical sources include 5 books. For the references that
do not have any sources, five sets can be identified in terms of content:

a)

b)

d)

This set includes those cases that, based on the knowledge available about
Abu Sa’id and the various stages of his life, as well as relying on the
information obtained from the existing magamas, there is not any
relevance with Abu Sa’id’s states. So, in terms of further familiarity with
Abu Sa’id’s life, this type of reference is not of significance. These
fabricated references have been made over time and attributed to Abu
Sa’id;

The second set includes those themes that the authors have extracted from
the meaning of some quotes, verses, or concepts, or the authors, imitating
other famous stories, have paid attention to their construction and
attributed them to Abu Sa’id. These references seem to be valid from a
particular inferential perspective. That is, the author has interpreted them
in a specific way and due to their implicit correspondence with Abu
Sa’id’s life, has attributed them to him;

This set includes imaginative constructions of a historical reality. These
references show how some events over time have been changed based on
the taste and intention of some people. These references are of
significance. They represent issues that have been uttered about Abu
Sa’id’s life over history. Some disciples of Abu Sa’id believed these
undocumented stories. By quoting such stories, the authors of ancient texts
have unintentionally recorded them and prevented them to be forgotten.
Moreover, through these undocumented stories, they unintentially made it
possible for us to have an approximate image of the content of other
magamas of Abu Sa’id that are lost;

This set includes those themes that, based on the information about Abu
Sa’id’s actions and what is in his existing magamas, can be considered
related to his behavior. This rare type of references is of great significance.
It seems that the authors of these ancient texts have used magamas that
were not available to the author of Asrar al-Towhid for recording these
stories. Taking into account the few specific references, one can conclude
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that lost magamas of Abu Sa’id did not contain more content than what is
now can be found in the existing magamas;

This set includes those themes that the author of Asrar al-Towhid ignored
perhaps due to the weakness of the documents. This type of references are
also of significance. It is exactly through these weak narratives that we can
have an approximate image of the themes of stories not mentioned in Asrar
al-Towhid.
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Abstract

In the realm of world literature and cross-cultural intellectual exchanges, few poets have
wielded as profound an influence as Omar Khayyam and his Rubaiyat, particularly in
shaping the cultural, literary, and intellectual landscape of Europe, especially Victorian
England. During this period, the middle class, bolstered by wealth from commercial and
colonial endeavors and grounded in Protestant Christian values, dominated England’s
economic, social, and cultural spheres. However, by the mid-19th century, this dominance
faced significant challenges from revolutionary thinkers such as Darwin, Marx, Nietzsche,
and Freud, whose ideas sparked spiritual and social upheaval, particularly among
intellectuals, writers, and artists. It was in this climate of instability that Edward
FitzGerald’s translation of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam emerged. This article explores
the reasons behind the enthusiastic reception of FitzGerald’s translation during this
transformative era. It argues that two key factors contributed to its success: the translator’s
personal circumstances and the broader social, cultural, and intellectual conditions of the
time. Initially, the translation served as a form of personal therapy for FitzGerald, reflecting
his own struggles and worldview. However, through its adoption and promotion by
influential figures in the intellectual, cultural, and literary fields, the Rubaiyat transcended
its personal origins to become a source of collective solace and reflection, effectively
functioning as a form of social therapy for a society grappling with existential uncertainties.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Iranian classical poets have long been celebrated as pioneers of humanistic thought
and champions of transcendent, rational values in the history of human civilization.
Among their works, Khayyam’s Rubaiyat stands out for its profound influence,
extending far beyond the East to leave a lasting mark on Western culture. Edward
Fitzgerald’s translation of Khayyam’s Rubaiyat during England’s Victorian era is
widely regarded as one of Persian literature’s most significant contributions to the
West. Beyond its literary merit, Fitzgerald’s translation emerged as a social and
cultural phenomenon. This article explores why and how Fitzgerald’s rendition of
the Rubaiyat was embraced and celebrated in Victorian society. It argues that the
translation initially served as a form of personal therapy for Fitzgerald, later
transforming into a collective therapeutic tool for Victorian society through the
endorsement of cultural and literary authorities. To support this argument, the article
delves into Fitzgerald’s personal life and examines the sociological and intellectual
developments of the Victorian era.

2. Method

This study employs the concept of “reception” from comparative literature studies
as its methodological framework. Reception theory focuses on the relationship
between a literary work and its environment, encompassing authors, readers, critics,
and the broader social context. In essence, it investigates how a work interacts with
its surroundings. Consequently, the study of literary reception aligns with the
principles of literary sociology. In this article, Edward Fitzgerald’s personal life and
the intellectual and cultural shifts of the Victorian era are analyzed as key factors
influencing the reception of his translation.

3. Reslts

The 19th century in Britain, known as the Victorian era, was marked by the rise of
the middle class as a dominant force in economic, social, cultural, and intellectual
spheres. Rooted in Protestant Christianity, this class championed values such as
order, stability, tradition, and the authority of the ruling elite. It played a pivotal role
in bolstering the British Empire by advocating for free-market economics and
industrial progress. However, the latter half of the 19th century brought significant
intellectual and cultural challenges for the middle class. Groundbreaking scientific
discoveries, particularly Darwin’s theory of evolution, destabilized the religious and
intellectual foundations of Victorian society. The theories of Darwin, Marx,
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Nietzsche, and Freud challenged prevailing beliefs about religion, economics,
morality, and sexuality, respectively. These developments sparked a crisis of
skepticism among Victorian intellectuals and artists.

Edward Fitzgerald, the translator of Khayyam’s Rubaiyat, was born in 1809 into
a wealthy family. Throughout his life, he grappled with familial strife and a lack of
close friendships. In 1856, Fitzgerald encountered a copy of Khayyam’s Rubaiyat
and embarked on its translation. For Fitzgerald, this endeavor served as a form of
personal therapy, helping him navigate his own mental anguish and existential
struggles. He found solace in the themes of pessimism, doubt, the transience of life,
and the pursuit of pleasure that permeate Khayyam’s verses.

Initially, Fitzgerald’s translation of the Rubaiyat received little attention.
However, its fortunes changed when it was discovered by Dante Gabriel Rossetti, a
leading Victorian poet and painter. Rossetti and his contemporaries in the Pre-
Raphaelite movement were drawn to the Rubaiyat’s themes of love, fate, and the
ephemeral nature of life, which resonated deeply with their artistic sensibilities. As
a result, the translation gained widespread popularity among artists and intellectuals,
serving as a balm for the spiritual and intellectual crises of the era.

Fitzgerald’s translation of the Rubaiyat began as a personal therapeutic endeavor,
allowing him to cope with his own emotional and psychological struggles. However,
its reception by Victorian intellectuals and cultural authorities transformed it into a
form of collective therapy. Khayyam’s Rubaiyat was embraced as a response to the
era’s intellectual and spiritual upheavals, becoming one of the most significant
literary works of the Victorian age. Its themes of existential reflection and the pursuit
of fleeting pleasures provided comfort to a society grappling with profound
uncertainty.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Edward Fitzgerald’s translation of Khayyam’s Rubaiyat initially served as a
personal therapeutic outlet, enabling him to navigate his own emotional turmoil and
personal losses. However, its acceptance by Victorian cultural and intellectual elites
elevated it to the status of collective therapy. The Rubaiyat resonated deeply with a
society in the throes of spiritual and intellectual crisis, offering solace and reflection.
As both a literary masterpiece and a cultural phenomenon, Khayyam’s Rubaiyat
played a crucial role in alleviating the spiritual pain of Victorian society, cementing
its place as one of the era’s most enduring and influential works.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

It is necessary to use scientific methods of literary reading and criticism to accurately
analyze the profound stories of the Masnavi. A scientific method in this regard is
Roland Barthes’ codes. Barthes distinguishes between lisible (readerly) and
scriptible (writerly) texts. Scriptible text is considered more significant than readerly
text, which is primarily entertaining rather than reflective.

According to Roland Barthes, hermeneutic, proairetic, semic, symbolic, and
cultural codes help researchers to unfold new meanings and hidden layers of texts.
In the story in question, every character possesses his own voice, and different
meanings emerge from these voices. All these voices should be identified and
redefined applying various theories, and this issue requires applying new theories
and expanding the scope of meanings of art works. Using a systematic method, this
study sought to focus on this significant story of the fifth book of the Masnavi. It
tried to explore the frequency of each of the aforementioned five codes and to
examine the specific characteristics of different meanings, and unfold the hidden
meanings within the narrative.

This study tried to apply Barthes’ five codes and see if the Masnavi is primarily
a scriptible or readerly text. By analyzing this classic text of Persian literature using
code theory, the following questions were posed: Is the narrative “On the Reason of
the Introduction of this Hadith of Mustafa (PBUH)...” scriptible or readerly? Which
code does play the most effective role in this narrative? What topics are emphasized
by Rumi throughout this story? The aim of this study was to show whether,
according to Barthes’ narrative system, this narrative is scriptible or readerly, and if
it is a scriptible text, what are the primary discourses presented in the text.

2. Method

This study used a descriptive-analytical method and relied on library resources.
Accordingly, all verses of the story “On the Reason of the Introduction of this Hadith
‘The Unbeliever Eats in Seven Intestines, and the Believer Eats in One’” were
analyzed and evaluated. Then, all the verses were categorized according various
discourses and different authentic sources that allude to the analysis of Barthes’

codes
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3. Results

The examination of the story “On the Reason of the Introduction of this Hadith...”
by using a descriptive-analytical method and Barthes’ five codes showed that
regarding the frequency of the codes, this story is not only readerly but also
scriptible. Moreover, the frequency of symbolic (oppositions) and cultural codes are
high. The study showed that though the stories of the Masnavi have been composed
orally and didactically to communicate Rumi’s intended concepts, this story holds
the highest features of scriptible texts. Furthermore, given that mysticism basically
relies on contradictions and differences, some significant semantic and conceptual
oppositions are evident in this story. Moreover, the use of mystical and religious
terms as well as novel meanings and literary compounds has resulted in the high
frequency of cultural code in this story.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Using hermeneutic and proairetic codes in stories creates suspense and encourages
the readership into reading stories. Most readerly texts elaborately use the two codes.
In the story “On the Reason of the Introduction of this Hadith...”, which is shorter
and more direct than other stories of the first and second books, Rumi extensively
employs the proairetic and hermeneutic codes. The application of the two codes has
created suspense, so that they encourage the audience to continue reading. The
proairetic and hermeneutic codes are prerequisite for the sequence of the story, and
the 13 proairetic actions and various complexities have made the story ambiguous,
attractive and readable. Rumi’s attention to these two codes has made the story
readerly, but sequencing the topics and chapters based on mystical beliefs and
cultural codes made the researcher to resort into interpretation when dealing with the
two codes. Moreover, through examining other codes that make the text scriptible,
one may conclude that Rumi’s story is highly interpretable and scriptible. Regarding
the symbolic code, binary oppositions are evident. Ethical and mystical texts
frequently use this binary. In this story, Rumi makes maximum use of this code and
creates an opposing discourse. Rumi uses these opposing discourses to convey his
own message and even within this discourse he uses numerous binary oppositions.
The semic code includes non-explicit and implicit connotations that are hidden in a
sentence or phrase. One of the fundamental features of mystical poems is the use of
non-explicit connotations. Accordingly, we can see a remarkable semic code in
mystical masterpieces. This story has made use of a very vast range of allusions and
implicit connotations, so that one can say that the main code of this story is semic.
Cultural code is of great significance as well, since it manifests the cultural context



New Literary Studies, Vol 57, No. 4, Winter 2025 76

of a human society that is specific to that society and may have different meanings
in other contexts. Unfamiliarity with this code impede achieving a correct analysis
of the text and understanding the author’s or poet’s purpose. Therefore, we may
consider cultural code as the most significant code. This code entails mystical and
religious expression, proverbs, and so on. Rumi pays special special attention to this
code.
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Sociological Analysis of the Consequences of British Colonialism from the
Colonization of Kurdistan to Sykes-Picot Treaty in the Novel The Straw
Seller’s Girl by Nabaz Goran

Ismail Barwasit
Abstract

Nabaz Goran is one of the Kurdish novelists in the contemporary period, whose special approach in
his literary works is aimed at representing the sufferings of the Kurdish people in the lands under
the domination of the colonialist, totalitarian and fascist governments and the image of the oppressed
humanity of the contemporary human in the period of hegemony of war and violence on the fate of
the oppressed people. The novel The Straw Seller’s Girl, in which the tragic life of the straw seller’s
girl and the contemporary political events of her era are depicted, is a realistic account of socio-
political events arising from the authoritarian rule of the Qajar and the British colonization of the
Kurdish lands that the fate of its people in the vortex of colonialism leads to suffering and
ineffectiveness of independence and political freedom, alienation and trampling of human dignity,
looting of national wealth and fragmentation of geographical borders. Given that so far no
independent research has investigated the consequences of British colonialism in the novel The
Straw Seller’s Girl, this research aims to investigate this phenomenon in this novel. The fundamental
issue of the current research is that how and in what formats the features of colonialism are
manifested in the novel The straw seller’s girl and what concepts they are linked to. In order to
investigate this issue, the author has used the descriptive-analytical method based on the sociological
investigation of the features of colonialism in this novel. The usurpation and occupation of the land,
the geographical division and fragmentation of Kurdistan, the looting of the resources and wealth of
the Kurdish lands and the appointment of the rulers are among the most frequent consequences of
the British colonial over Kurdistan in the novel The Straw Seller’s Girl that, with a comprehensive
historical-political approach, narrates the bitter suffering and trampling of another Kurdish identity
in the process of looking at the Middle East and Eastern man as material organisms of processing
and productivity in the cycle of providing the needs of the Western imperialist world.

Keywords: Political Literature, Colonialism, Occupation, Sykes-Picot Treaty, Geographical
Fragmentation, Plunder, The Straw Seller’s Girl
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

By resorting to military power and expanding dominance over Kurdistan through a
puppet central government, imperialist regimes provided the platform for the
activities of Western colonial companies and cartels and subsequently the plunder of
oil and natural resources. On the other hand, through the conclusion of regional
agreements such as the Sykes-Picot political agreement in 1916 between the British
and French governments and the design of a new map of the Middle East after the
collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the division of the territories under its control
among themselves, they paved the way for the collapse of the structural cohesion
and the disintegration of the geographical structure of Kurdistan that was a prelude
to entering a new colonial era by protecting the remaining colonies of the Ottoman
state and also paving the way for advancing the policy of weakening the
interconnected military structure of Kurdish tribes and nomads through geographical
separation and fragmentation among neighboring states.

Considering the specific manifestation of the hegemonic aspects of British
colonialism over Kurdistan in the novel The Straw Seller ’s Girl, and also because no
independent study has yet examined this phenomenon of this novel, this study
intends to conduct a sociological analysis of the consequences of British colonial
rule over Kurdistan in this novel and answer the following questions:

1- What factors have led to the representation of the manifestations of British colonial
rule over Kurdistan in the novel The Straw Seller’s Girl?

2- What are the manifestations of British colonial hegemony over Kurdistan in the
novel The Straw Seller’s Girl, and in what forms and images does it appear?

2. Method

This study uses a descriptive-analytical method to examine the consequences of the
British colonial government’s domination over Kurdistan in the novel The Straw
Seller’s Girl. For this purpose, parts of the novel that focus on colonialism and its
manifestations and factors of emergence were analyzed, and by applying the theories
of such scholars as Nardo, Mommsen, Memmi, Magdaff, Kazloff, Yacono, etc., the
manifestations of colonialism are analyzed through conceptual and theoretical
definition within a theoretical framework. Then, by citing the text of the novel The
Straw Seller’s Girl and providing illustrative examples, the consequences of the
hegemony of the British colonial government over Kurdistan, such as land
usurpation and occupation, geographical division and fragmentation of Kurdistan,
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plunder of the resources and wealth of Kurdish-populated lands, and the appointment
of puppet rulers are analyzed.

3. Results

The colonial governments’ comprehensive reading of the economic, political, and
geographical macrostructure of the Kurdish lands and the rationalist perspective
based on depth perception in the functionalist interpretation of the invisible layers of
Kurdistan’s strategic context and the application of its geopolitical highway to
continue colonial hegemony over protectorates and colonies, and the structuralist
analysis of its economic bottleneck in accessing international ports and open waters,
led to the occupation of Kurdistan by the British Empire and the imposition of
colonial domination over it.

The reversal of the life cycle of European states in the process of transformation
from introversion and self-sufficiency to extroversion and heterotrophy as a result of
the change in the social structure of organic society to industrial and subsequently
the dependence of the gears of Western modernism on energy resources,
simultaneously with the increasing need of the war chariots of the countries involved
in the First World War for fossil fuels and also the foresight of the colonial empires
in seizing oil reserves based on the structured foresight on the analysis of the energy
economy and underground resources in the political, economic and military
landscape after the World War, led to the plunder of the oil and natural resources of
Kurdistan by colonial states such as Britain.

The output of the rationalist philosophy of British politicians in perceiving the
interaction of military presence and long-term static survival in the colony with the
increasing costs of direct domination over Kurdish lands and the inevitability of the
evolutionary process of the Kurdish colonized achieving exclusionism and boycott
in their interactions with the colonizer during the escalating process of the colony’s
transformation into a hell of xenophobia and anti-colonialism in recognizing the
symptoms of British colonialism as a festering wound on the body of the motherland,
as well as the necessity of changing the colonial strategy in order to continue the
cycle of capital export from the colony to the metropolis by implementing a policy
of avoiding military intervention in the control of Kurdistan, was colonial activism
by advancing the policy of protection and indirect domination over Kurdish lands
through local puppet rulers.

The result of projecting the fate of Kurdistan into the abyss of oblivion in the
basement of the lack of colonial conscience and the fragmentation of the borders of
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Kurdish-populated lands based on the colonial plan of disintegration of convergent
geographical continua was the wandering of the Kurdish person, and the alienation
and ruin of the political future of a land whose bonds of his existence were torn apart
in the guillotine of the Sykes-Picot Agreement, and the residual fate of itself and its
people, in the whirlpool of alienation and dissociation arising from the lack of
identity resulting from being under the four flags of four countries, was thrown from
one place to another in the mill of history at every moment.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The British colonial government’s domination over Kurdistan, along with the
outbreak of the First World War and the subsequent ratification of the Sykes-Picot
Agreement to delineate the geographical borders of the Middle East after the collapse
of the Ottoman Empire, transformed the Kurdish lands into a British colonial enclave
and a center for the plunder of oil and natural resources and pushed the fate of the
Kurds into a vortex of destruction and loss of a denied identity following the
disintegration of the geography of Kurdistan and the division of its territories among
neighboring countries. In this regard, a large part of the Kurdish-populated lands
came under the domination and occupation of the British government, and its natural
resources and reserves were exploited and it became the driving force behind the
economic cycle of Western and colonial governments and in the process of
continuing hegemony and imposing dominance through the transformation of direct
rule into local puppet government and, subsequently, during the redefinition of
border lines and the geographical disintegration and division of Kurdistan, the dream
of an independent land was buried in the collective unconscious of the Kurdish
people. In her novel The Straw Seller’s Girl, Nabaz Goran vividly depicts the
political and social crises resulting from the hegemony of British colonialism over
Kurdistan. He depicts the trampled humanity and the turbulent fate of the Kurdish
people, deprived of an independent identity, in the shadow of the hegemony of the
British colonialism.
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1. Organisms

2. Heterotroph
3. Catalyseur

4. Ultra strategic
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1. Institutionalization
2. Exclusionism

3. Xenophobia

4. Cognitive scheme
5. Frameshift mutation
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1. Phobic and schizophrenic hysteria
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Hamza Isfahani, in his book Tarikh Sint Muliik al-Ard wa al-Anbiya, utilized eight books
to compile the chronology of the kings of Iran, one of which was Tarikh Mulitk Bant Sasan,
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chronology was based on Arabic sources and that he probably used books like Siyar al-
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

What researchers know about Miisa ibn Isa Kasravi and his book on the chronology
of Iranian Kings is primarily based on Hamza Isfahani’s statements in Tarikh Sini
Mulitk al-Ard wa al-Anbiya. Hamza claims to have used eight books, yet he
explicitly names only seven. Rosen inferred that the eighth book was likely Tarikh
Muliik Bani-Sasan by Misa ibn Isa Kasravi, which scribes inadvertently omitted.
Kasravi mentions that he examined a book called Khwaday-namag, which, after
being translated from Pahlavi into Arabic, was titled Tarikh al-Mulitk al-Furs. He
further explains that through multiple meticulous comparisons of its versions, he
discovered that no two copies were identical due to errors made by the translators.
To ensure accuracy, he consulted Hasan ibn Ali Hamadani for his expertise in
astronomical calculations (zij). Together with Hasan ibn Ali Hamadani, Kasravi
cross-referenced the regnal years of the Arsacid and Sasanian dynasties with the
Alexandrian chronology recorded in astronomical tables.

2. Method

Misa ibn Isa Kasravi and other early Islamic historians did not construct the
chronology of Iranian kings based on personal opinions; instead, they relied on
trusted sources. In this regard, Hamza Isfahani’s identification of sources is
particularly significant. By examining similarities and differences in the Sasanian
chronology across historical texts from the first four centuries of Islam, these
accounts can be classified into three distinct categories. This article applies
document analysis, comparing Kasravi’s list with those of early Islamic historians to
answer the key questions: What were Kasravi’s sources and methods for compiling
the Sasanian chronology? Did he use the Khwaday-namag or its Arabic translations
(Siyar al-Muliik al-Furs)?

3. Results

According to Hamza Isfahani, citing Kasravi, the duration of Sasanian rule from
Ardashir | to Yazdegerd 11l was recorded as 786 years and 289 days. However,
Kasrav1 adjusted this to 696 years and 9 days. Hamza’s own chronology, derived
from a Zij, differed from Kasravi’s by 90 years, 9 months, and 10 days. This suggests
Kasravi used an astronomical table, likely one of the Zijs authored by Abu al-Abbas
al-Neyrizi, identified by 1bn al-Nadim as the author of al-Zij al-Kabir and al-Zij al-
Saghir.
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Kasravi’s chronology closely aligns with Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Habib al-
Baghdadi (d. 245 AH), particularly from Hormizd Il to Yazdegerd Ill, showing
consistency in fifteen entries. Ibn Habib recorded the Sasanian period as 419 years
and 5 months, significantly shorter than Kasravi’s 600 years, indicating he did not
rely on a Zij. Notably, 1bn Habib assigned Kavad | a reign of 43 years, which matches
Kasravi’s figure from al-Siyar al-Saghir, whereas al-Siyar al-Kabir states 68 years.
This suggests Ibn Habib’s list aligns with al-Siyar al-Saghir, a source Kasravi used.

Another source with similarities to Kasravi’s chronology is Hamza’s citation of
the kings of Iraq al-‘Arab or the Lakhmids. Some reign durations match only
Kasravi’s account. For example, Bahram I’s rule of 9 years and 3 months and
Bahram II’s 23-year reign appear only in Kasrav1’s list. Bahram III’s reign is given
as 13 years and 6 months in one list and 13 years and 4 months by Kasravi, showing
close agreement. The total duration in this list is 451 years and 4 months, indicating
that it was not based on a Zij.

Ibn Qutayba’s al-Ma ‘arif also shares elements with Kasravi’s list, though it
belongs to a different branch of historical accounts. They align in five instances:
Bahram II’s 17-year rule, Narseh’s 9 years, Bahram V’s 23 years, Yazdegerd II’s 18
years and 5 months, and Piroz II’s 2 months. The identical duration of Yazdegerd
II’s reign in both accounts suggests that Kasravi either directly referenced Ibn
Qutayba’s work or relied on a shared source.

Overall, Kasravi’s Sasanian chronology appears to be a synthesis of multiple
sources. While his reliance on a Zij aligns with Hamza’s observations, many of his
figures match historical lists unrelated to astronomical tables.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The comparison of Mousa Isa Kasravi’s list with the lists of historians from the first
four centuries of Islam reveals that Kasravi relied on at least seven sources to
compile his own list:

1. With the assistance of Hasan ibn Ali Hamadani, he extracted the chronology of
Sasanian kings from the book of Zij (probably the Zij al-Kabir by Neyrizi). Kasravi
then compared this chronology with other lists and chronologies of Sasanian kings.
If the chronology obtained from the Zij matched one of his sources, he included it
in his work.

2. The list of Sasanian kings found in Al-Muhabbar, authored by Abu Ja‘far
Muhammad ibn Habib al-Baghdadi (d. 245 AH). It is likely that these accounts
originated from al-Siyar al-Saghir. Kasravi incorporated the chronologies of
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"Hormizd 1", "Hormizd I1", "Shapur 11", "Ardashir 1I, son of Hormizd", "Balash,
son of Peroz I, "Kavad 1", "Khosrow 1", "Khosrow 11", "Kavad Il, son of Khosrow
11", "Ardashir I, son of Kavad II", "Shahrbaraz", "Khosrow Il1", "Azarmidokht",
"Farrukhzad, son of Khosrow 11", and ""Yazdegerd I11" from this source into his list.

3. The list Hamza Isfahani provided, covering Sasanian kings under the rule of the
Lakhmids (the rulers of Iraq). From this list, Kasravi included only the chronologies
of "Bahram I, son of Hormizd", and "Bahram I1".

4. The narrative found in Ibn Qutayba’s Al-Ma arif, from which Kasravi recorded the
chronologies of "Bahram II", "Narseh, son of Bahram III", "Bahram V",
"Yazdegerd Il, son of Bahram V", and "Piroz 1l (Gushnasp-Bandeh)".

5. The chronology of "Kavad I", which Kasravi derived from the al-Siyar al-Kabir.

6. Considering that the chronologies of "Hormizd V" do not align with any of the other
sources, it can be inferred that Kasravi relied on at least two additional sources that
remain unknown. While some of these chronologies might have been taken from
the al-Siyar al-Kabir, no specific source confirming this is present among the
accounts of the historians from the first four centuries of Islam.

Overall, Kasravi's methodology for selecting the chronology of Sasanian kings

demonstrates that he did not rely on Pahlavi sources (Khwaday-namag). Instead, he
focused on Arabic sources (Siyar al-Mulik al-Furs).
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Abstract

It is often assumed that the discourses of jurisprudence (figh) and mysticism (irfan), and
by extension, jurists (fugaha) and mystics (sufis), hold an antagonistic or contradictory
relationship, as though figh and Sufism are inherently irreconcilable. Both discourses are
also perceived as monolithic and impermeable, rigorously avoiding any form of interaction
with one another. However, throughout history, numerous figures have emerged who,
while attaining high positions in jurisprudence, also exhibited profound mystical
inclinations, to the extent that they could be described as mystic-jurists (arif-fagih). Similar
perceptions exist regarding the relationship between the discourses of Sufism and politics.
Yet, in reality, the three discourses of politics, jurisprudence, and Sufism have historically
shared numerous dependencies, connections, and convergences. On the other hand, when
we examine the discursive elements of politics, jurisprudence, and Sufism, we find
instances where they appear irreconcilable. This study seeks to explore how seemingly
incompatible discourses were integrated in the life and persona of Rumi (Mawlana). Our
approach involves textual analysis and the application of discourse analysis theory. In the
end, we demonstrate that the political, jurisprudential, economic, and mystical discourses
were interwoven throughout all periods of Rumi’s life. The notion that Rumi’s life can be
divided into two entirely separate and opposing phases is, therefore, incorrect.

Keywords: Rumi, integration of discourses, life and personality

1. PhD Candidate in Persian Language and Literature, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

2. Professor in Persian Language and Literature, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran. (Corresponding
author)

3. Associate Professor in English Language and Literature, Department of English, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
Mashhad, Iran

How to cite this article:
Osmani, M., Zarghani, S. M., & Ghorban Sabbagh, M. R. (2025). Integration of discourses in
the life and personality of Jalal al-Din Muhammad Rami (Mawlana). New Literary Studies, 57(4),

$TOT ‘81 YOIRIN :QUIUQ PAYSIANJ - STOT ‘€T A1enIqa :paidacoy

G707 ‘8T Arenue( :pasIAdy - GZOT ‘0] ATenue[ :pIAIdIRY


https://doi.org/10.22067/jls.2024.87907.1581
mailto:Mozhganosmani2018@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009000237280774
mailto:zarghani@um.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000000331140498
mailto:mrg.sabbagh@um.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000000249834191
https://jls.um.ac.ir/?lang=en

New Literary Studies, Vol 57, No. 4, Winter 2025 162

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In this article, we demonstrate that, contrary to the prevailing assumption, the
discourses of politics, jurisprudence (figh), and mysticism (tasawwuf) are
interwoven in the life and personality of Rumi (Mawlana). Rumi’s transformation
was not from a jurist or religious scholar to a mystic, but rather from a "jurist-mystic"
to a "mystic-jurist". Furthermore, the connection between the mystical discourse and
the institution of the court was consistently present, both in general and in Rumi’s
life. Rumi’s life represents a synthesis of jurisprudential, mystical, and political
discourses. Historical evidence indicates that in 7th-century Konya, followers of
various religions and adherents of different historical sects coexisted peacefully. The
rulers of the city also adopted a convergent approach in their interactions with
followers of the Hanafi and Shafi’i schools of thought. Mystics like Rumi frequently
visited the schools in Konya where jurisprudence was taught. The rulers and
officials, seeking to benefit from the spiritual power of religious discourse,
established religious schools and allocated endowments (wagf) for them.

2. Method

Our research method is library-based. First, we identified primary historical and
mystical sources from the 7th century (A.H.) that pertained to Konya and Rumi. We
then extracted relevant materials related to the topic of this article. Subsequently, we
categorized the materials thematically and wrote analyses based on them. To
elucidate the issue and analyze the subject, we also drew upon Rumi’s own prose
works. Additionally, we reviewed recent research that was relevant to the article’s
topic. The final stage of the work involved organizing the diverse materials and
conducting a comprehensive analysis.

3. Results

The political power structure, the market institution, the mosque and school
institutions, and the Sufi institution were the four main institutions that shaped the
discursive order governing 7th-century (A.H.) Konya. These institutions played a
fundamental role in the formation, evolution, and direction of the collective mindset
of the people. Within this discursive order, each institution sought to legitimize and
gain acceptance through multifaceted interactions and diverse exchanges. For
instance, merchants established scientific schools, mosques, and Sufi lodges
(khangahs), often naming them after trade guilds (e.g., the Cotton Sellers' School),
which reflects their efforts to gain legitimacy and acceptance. Similarly, courtiers



163 Integration of discourses in the life and personality of...

and officials frequently visited Sufi lodges, mosques, and schools, and kings often
requested to be buried in the courtyards of mosques and religious schools. Graduates
of these schools became judges and preachers who played significant roles in city
governance. Both the court and the market institutions sought to maintain their
positions within the discursive order by participating in endowments (wagf) and
allocating fixed incomes for mosques, schools, and Sufi lodges.

In Konya during this period, there were extensive connections between the
jurisprudential (figh) and Sufi discourses. Rumi taught religious sciences in four
religious schools in Konya. Many mystics emerged from the heart of Sufi lodges and
hospices (ribats). At times, the principles of Sufism were taught in mosques. The
jurisprudential and mystical discourses mutually enriched each other. In Rumi’s
works, including his letters and sermons (Majalis), there are frequent references to
the interconnectedness of jurisprudential, Sufi, political, and economic discourses.
Rumi emerged from this discursive order. He completed his studies in jurisprudential
sciences and, in the latter part of his life, maintained continuous contact with jurists,
occasionally issuing jurisprudential rulings (fatwas). Jurists, in turn, regularly
participated in his sermons, dances (sama), and spiritual gatherings. Contrary to the
belief of many later biographers, Rumi’s relationship with jurisprudence and jurists
never turned hostile. Even after his encounter with Shams, the mystical Rumi did not
entirely reject jurisprudence, schools, or scholarly debates. Instead, he sought to
reconcile the two discourses, viewing them as complementary. In fact, a part of the
jurist Rumi remained present in the mystic Rumi. Reducing the multidimensional
personality of Rumi to a single dimension—whether mystical or jurisprudential—is
not a rational approach.

4. Conclusion

The notion of a dual-period life for Rumi and many other classical figures has
constructed a dichotomy that splits their lives and, ultimately, their personalities into
two parts. It is as if they lived two distinct periods, with their personalities being
entirely contradictory in each. Based on this, the intellectual, cultural, and
ideological discourses of classical societies are categorized into stereotypical,
isolated frameworks, and we understand our history, culture, and personalities
through incompatible dualities. However, even conflicting and antagonistic
discourses overlap with one another, and there is no pure discourse that does not
draw from neighboring discourses. In certain historical periods, the overlap between
incompatible discourses has been so significant that the ideal of synthesis has
emerged. There have also been discourse-shaping figures in whom the ideal of
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synthesis has been realized. Such personalities are epoch-making and can open new
paths for their audiences. In this study, we attempted to demonstrate the formation
of the ideal of synthesis both in 7th-century (A.H.) Konya and in Rumi himself.
Thus, Rumi cannot be labeled solely as a jurist in the first period of his life and a
mystic in the second. In the first period, he was a jurist-mystic, and in the second, a
mystic-jurist. Rumi’s encounter with Shams brought the mystical discourse from the
periphery of his personality to its center, while shifting the jurisprudential discourse
from the center to the periphery..
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