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Extended Abstract

The Mathnawi-yi Ma‘naw1l of Mowlana'comprises nearly 26,000 verses, among
which several are regarded as master verses (shah-bayt). Each of these carries
profound meanings and encapsulates vast spiritual and philosophical insights within
the limited space of letters and words.

“Yonder world is a city full of bazaar and gain / So that you do not suppose
that trade here is true merit”.

Many commentators have written on this verse, and in the present study we examine
a number of these interpretations. However, the reading offered in this article is one
that connects the verse to the hadith of Suq al-Suwar (also known as Siiq al-Janna),
a connection overlooked by previous commentators.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method and is based on a
comprehensive review of relevant library-based sources.

Discussion

According to the author’s interpretation, this verse is closely connected to the hadith
of Stiq al-Janna (“the Market of Paradise”) and contains a novel layer of meaning.
This hadith is found in credible Islamic sources and, when viewed in this light, the
verse takes on deeper mystical dimensions. On a primary level, it evokes the notion
of trade oriented toward the afterlife and alludes to a particular mode of exchange in
the world to come. On closer analysis, however, the verse also reveals Mowlana’s
understanding of the paradisiacal market and its essentials. The aim of this article is
to critically assess various existing commentaries on this verse and demonstrate that
the explicit link between the verse and the Stiq al-Janna has largely been neglected.

The concept of a heavenly market has strong roots in Islamic hadith literature and
has been described in various ways, each allowing for different interpretive
possibilities. One may begin with the most authoritative collections of hadith: Sahth
Muslim, for instance, reports that “the market of paradise is held on Fridays, and a
sweet breeze is granted there, which beautifies the faces and garments of the dwellers
of paradise”.

Among Muslim thinkers, Ibn ‘Arabi has addressed the concept of Siiq al-Janna
more than any other, offering remarkable insights about it. Ibn ‘Arabi was older than
Mowlana but lived during the same period, and it is likely that Mowlana was
influenced by him. In contrast to many other core ideas in Mowlana’s system—
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which can often be traced to figures like Sana’1 and ‘Attar—there is no mention

—>=

of sl 4> the Market of Paradise in the works of Sana’1 or “Attar.

Given that paradise is the manifestation of the madinat al-‘ilm (City of
Knowledge) in the afterlife, where suwar ‘ilmiyya (intelligible forms) are offered as
divine manifestations, the paradisiacal market can be understood as the realization
of this spiritual utopia. Mowlana himself evokes this imagery in describing “a city
full of markets”—a place in which one may access endlessly diverse forms and
appearances, thereby transforming the otherwise repetitive rewards of paradise into
a source of continual spiritual engagement and variety.

Conclusion

Mowlana’s verse, when read in light of this hadith, reveals deep and thought-
provoking meanings. Although the connection between the verse and the hadith of
Stq al-Suwar appears evident, most commentators on the Mathnaw1 have failed to
acknowledge it, resulting in interpretations that bypass these implications.

Among Islamic scholars, the possibility of “gain” in the afterlife has been a
subject of debate. Shi‘i commentators of the Mathnawi—such as Sabzawar1 and
Karim Zamani—have interpreted this verse as a denial of the possibility of gain in
the afterlife. In contrast, other commentators, such as Bahr al-‘Ultiim, Angarawi,
Akbarabadi, Khwaja Ayyiib, and Zarrinkib, affirm the possibility of such gain and
regard this verse as a reference to it. Yet none of them connect the verse to the hadith
of Siiq al-Suwar. Even Foriizanfar—who is otherwise deeply attentive to the
Qur’anic and hadith sources Mowlana draws upon—does not reference this hadith.

The author foregrounds the connection between the verse and the hadith of Stiq
al-Suwar on the basis of the hadith’s credibility within Islamic tradition. In this
matter, Mowlana appears to be in alignment with mystics like Ibn ‘Arabi, affirming
the existence of a form of gain in the afterlife. By invoking the imaginal world (‘alam
al-khayal) and the role of suwar (forms) in mystical ontology, Mowlana alludes to a
metaphysical understanding of the hereafter. This reading ties the notion of afterlife
gain to the acquisition of suwar, and thus, the qualitative characteristics of imaginal
existence in the afterlife may likewise be extended to this mode of acquisition.

As described in the hadiths of Siiq al-Suwar, the qualities of paradise forms can’t
be compaired to the limits of the material world, and one may transform to multiple
appearances and experience infinite varieties of form. Such an interpretation has not
been previously proposed. This kind of gain and experience reveals the qualitative
difference between the forms of this world and the next—and it is precisely for this
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reason that Mowlana portrays worldly gain as a childish game when compared to the
spiritual utopia.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study, focusing on the mythological aspects of the Shahnameh and the
reflection of Iranian mythical patterns within its narratives, aims to provide a new
and nuanced interpretation of one of the ambiguous and key verses of the Gaydomart
story in Ferdowsi’s Shahnemeh based on a structural comparison. The verse in
question is:

Be rashk andar Ahriman-e bad-segal / Hami ray zad ta biyagend yal
(“In envy, the malevolent Ahriman held counsel until he rise in might.”)

This verse, which describes Ahriman’s reaction to the splendor of Gaydomart’s
kingship and his son, Siyamak, has long been the subject of debate and diverse
interpretations. Some contemporary commentators, such as Kazazi and Behfar, have
attributed the phrase biyagend yal to Siyamak, interpreting it as referring to his
growth or coming of age. This study, however, based on the broader narrative
context and a detailed lexical analysis, argues that yal agandan refers to Ahriman
and should not be read metaphorically as physical growth but rather as empowerment
resulting from counsel and collective reasoning. Thus, the verse presents a complex
action on the Ahriman’s part consisting of envy, strategic consultation, and his
subsequent empowerment.

Method

In this regard, employing a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative
approach, we examined the two core concepts embedded in the verse—ray zadan
(to hold counsel) and yal agandan (to rise might)—in Zoroastrian religious texts.
Through this analysis, we identified two independent and recognizable narrative
patterns deeply rooted in the pre-Islamic Iranian religious tradition, particularly in
the Avesta, Pahlavi literature, the Bundahisn, and the Dénkard.

Findings
The first pattern unfolds in three stages:

1. The Assembly of the Demons in a specific location, often identifies in Zoroastrian
narratives as the Arzur Ridge or the Gate of Hell—centers associated with the
concentration of dark and evil forces.

2. The consultation and collaboration between Ahriman and the demons in devising
a plan aimed at the annihilation, undermining, and disruption of the cosmic order
established by Ahura.



23 Recognizing Two Narrative Patterns in...

3. Execution of the Plan often by dispatching one of a demons or malevolent creatures
to carry out the destructive mission.

This pattern is reflected, with varying degrees of elaboration and diversity in texts
such as Yasna 30:6; Vendidad, chapter 19; Dénkard, Books VII and IX; and the
Bundahisn, as well as in mythic narratives concerning Zoroaster, Faridiin, Kavus,
and Tahmuras. The structure of this pattern is based on the demon’s concern about
the rising power of positive or righteous figures and their attempts to neutralize these
threats through consultation followed by attack.

The second pattern unfolds in five distinct phases:

1. Foreknowledge of a predetermined destiny, whereby Ahriman becomes aware of
an inevitable outcome culminating in his own defeat or destruction;
2. The Paralysis or unconsciousness of Ahriman as a consequence of fear, anxiety,
or an inability to confront his predetermined destiny;
3. Incitement of Ahriman by the demons through the enumeration of evil acts intended
to be carried out against creation;
4. Reawakening and mobilization, triggered by a plan that resonates with Ahriman’s
mtrinsic desire for chaos and destruction;
5. Action, through which Ahriman initiates the assault on creation and sets the plan into
motion.
This structure is most clearly seen in the Bundahisn, where Ahriman, upon hearing
the Ahunawar prayer, becomes overwhelmed by terror and falls unconscious. The
demons gather in council to revive him, and ultimately it is Jeh, the female demon,
who succeeds by describing a detailed plan that entails the destruction of Gayomart
and the uniquely created bull. This plan leads to Ahriman’s awakening and renewed
empowerment.

Discussion and Conclusion

Findings of the study reveal that the Shahnameh verse under examination represents
a fusion of both aforementioned narrative structures, can be identified as a coherent
four-stage model:

“(1) Awareness — (2) Assembly — (3) Deliberation — (4) Action”.

In this framework, Ahriman becomes aware of the prosperity, divine glory, and
harmony enjoyed by Gayomart, Siyamak, and humanity at large; he becomes
envious, holds council with the demons, and then initiates an assault aimed at their
destruction.
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The analysis also emphasizes that the act of ray zadan has a specific function in
Zoroastrian tradition. In these narratives, demonic deliberation is not merely a
process of decision-making but an effective act intended to enhance their power.
According to Zoroastrian principles, evil entities gain power from evil thoughts,
speech, and actions—just as righteous beings are strengthened through good
thoughts, good words, and good deeds. Thus, the demon’s words against creation,
themselves play a significant role in empowering Ahriman.

From a narrative development perspective, religious patterns are reflected
through epic storytelling in Shahnameh, Notably when Gaydmart -originally
portrayed as the prototypical human being in Zoroastrian mythology- is transformed
into the first king in the Shahnameh and Ahriman’s jealousy that initially is directed
to Ahuramazda’s luminous world and material embodiments of primordial forms —
especially Gayumart, from whom the human race, the primary enemies of Ahriman
and the demons, originates- as well as his fear of Ahuramazda’s ultimate victory, are
replaced by his envy of the order and majesty of Gayumart’s kingship. This
transformation ensures the narrative’s compatibility with the epic genre while
retaining its mythic substratum.

Ultimately, this research argues that the verse in question is not merely a poetic
depiction of Ahriman’s envy, rather, it serves as a compact and meaningful example
of how ancient mythological structures are reflected in an epic narrative. The verse
functions as a narrative hinge between pre-Islamic mythic world and the national
narrative of the Shahnameh, demonstrating how the religious traditions of ancient
Iran —albeit in transformed form—are reproduced in classical Persian literature.
From this perspective, the present study not only offers a conceptual interpretation
of a single verse of the Shahnameh, but also proposes a methodological model for
identifying, comparing, and recovering mythological narrative structures throughout
other parts of the Shahnameh.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

As a significant branch of the humanities, literary criticism in the modern era not
only contributes to a deeper understanding of literary texts but also plays an
important role in the development and vitality of literary cultures. The application of
modern approaches and critical theories has made literary criticism one of the most
intellectually active areas in literary studies. As a knowledge generating practice,
literary criticism enhances the quality of literary production, encourages diverse and
creative readings, and fosters a culture of inquiry, evaluation, and intellectual
reconsideration within the literary community.

In Afghanistan, however, literary criticism has long been overshadowed by
literary production, with texts predominantly approached through traditional and
impressionistic lenses. In recent decades, however, with the arrival of both
translations and original critical works from Iran and other countries, attention to
literary criticism and theory has grown. Nonetheless, this growing interest has yet to
evolve into a coherent, institutionalized critical movement, and literary criticism in
Afghanistan still grapples with multiple challenges.

In this article we take a historical and analytical approach in reviewing the
evolution of literary criticism in Afghanistan over the past century, in order to
examine its influence from literary theories and clarify its place within the country’s
intellectual and literary framework. The central research question guiding this study
is: What is the theoretical position of literary criticism in Afghanistan, and what are
its main sources of influence? Answering this question requires analyzing written
sources, examining intellectual movements, and exploring the influence of literary
critics by both domestic and foreign theorists.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and employs historiographical
methods for data analysis. The research data were collected from written sources,
including books, academic articles, theses, critical essays, and archival materials
related to the trajectory of literary criticism in Afghanistan. These data were then
analyzed and interpreted within the framework of key literary theories, especially
structuralism, formalism, Marxist criticism, and poststructuralism.

In this process, alongside the study of books and scholarly articles authored by
Afghan critics, we have also examined the works of Iranian scholars whose research
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has had a direct influence on Afghanistan’s intellectual environment. A comparative
analysis between Afghan critical texts and their theoretical origins has also been
conducted. The study is fundamental in purpose and employs qualitative methods of
data collection.

Findings

Based on the analysis of the collected data, the evolution of literary criticism in
Afghanistan can be examined across three distinct historical periods:

1. 1931-1961: In this period, literary criticism appeared sporadically and was primarily
impressionistic or moralistic. The writings of the time focused largely on lexical and
semantic analysis, the evaluation of literature based on rhetorical and moral
principles, and the defense of the classical literary heritage. Theoretical reflection or
influence was extremely limited and largely absent.

2.1962-2001: During this period, under the influence of Soviet political culture and the
translation of Russian sources, the theory of social reflection and Marxist criticism
entered the literary discourse of Afghanistan. Some critics, emphasizing the social
and political functions of literature, analyzed texts from the perspective of social
realism. The literary societies and journals gradually become more active during
this time, creating opportunities for the transmission of new critical theories.

3. 2002-2021: With increased access to Persian resources and the introduction of
Western theories through Iranian translations Afghan critics experienced notable
shifts in their approach to literary criticism. Works were produced or interpretations
offered within the frameworks of structuralism, poststructuralism, psychoanalytic
criticism, and intertextuality. Nevertheless, traditional approaches continued to
dominate among a significant portion of critics, and a culture of critique has yet to
take root in Afghan literary circles.

The study reveals that some Afghan critics, without sufficient familiarity with the
theoretical background and major figures behind these theories, have tended to
imitate Iranian literary sources. The works of Iranian scholars such as Shafi‘i
Kadkani, Reza Baraheni, Abdolhossein Zarrinkoub, and Cyrus Shamisa have served
as models for these critics, often adopted without in-depth theoretical engagement.

Moreover, the lack of coherent academic training in literary criticism and theory
in Afghan universities -alongside with inadequate curricular resources, insufficient
attention to theoretical research, and the absence of socially and culturally receptive
frameworks —has further contributed to the stagnation of theoretical criticism. The
discourse of literary criticism has largely remained oral and unsystematic, taking
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place in literary association and informal gatherings, with limited reliance on
rigorous written theoretical texts.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that literary criticism in Afghanistan -despite
some valuable but scattered initiatives- has yet developed into a dominant or
institutionalized discourse within the country’s literary landscape. Although the
arrival of literary theories through translations, Iranian scholarship, and transnational
exchanges has created opportunities for growth, major obstacles remain: the lack of
localized theoretical engagement, the absence of theory-based academic training, the
scarcity of scholarly resources in universities, and the continuing dominance of
impressionistic criticism in the literary fields.

Nonetheless, certain developments in recent decades point to the early stages of
a potential shift in Afghan literary criticism. The development of university-based
literary associations, the presence of foreign-educated scholars, increased virtual
engagement with regional academic institutions, and the publication of theoretical
works have all contributed to laying the groundwork for future transformation in
Afghan literary criticism.

To move beyond the current situation, educational policymakers, cultural
institutions, and academic communities must give serious attention to the
development of theoretical criticism. Key steps include expanding translations from
original sources, teaching the philosophical foundations of literary theories,
producing content on the history of criticism and metacriticism, and systematically
evaluating Afghan critical writings, based on scholarly and theoretical standards.
Such efforts can gradually pave the way for the emergence of a modern discource on
literary criticism.

In this study, by offering a historical account of literary criticism in Afghanistan
and analyzing its theoretical sources, we aimed to provide a realistic portrayal of the
current state and to open up space for critical reflection and the revision of prevailing
approaches. It is hoped that this effort will spark a broader conversation on the
necessity of sustained critical discourse in Afghanistan and that future research will
with greater depth, shed light on the obscure and unexplored dimensions of this field.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Throughout the political history of the Iranian Plateau, the figure of the king has
consistently served as the central pillar of political power. To gain public acceptance
and legitimacy, the individual who ascended the throne either had to possess
qualities that appealed to all social strata or such an image was constructed for him
through certain means in various texts, including historical writings.

Over the last millennium, epic texts —functioning as historical records— have been
continually transmitted intergenerationally, filling the Iranian imagination with
images of kings endowed with supernatural and spiritual powers. In such a context,
those who construct the image of the king must align their portrayals with the
constructed traditions in epic texts, the laudatory descriptions by earlier historians,
the political manuals rooted in royal rules, and the royal protocols of great ancient
Persian kings, all in an effort to present an idealized picture of king to both
contemporary people and posterity. In this way, they could both establish the king’s
legitimacy and qualification for rule, and represent him as a desirable heroic figure
and an ideal king in history. This article aims to answer two key questions: First,
given that the literary aspects of myth and epic have often overshadowed the
historiographical nature of the Shahnameh for modern readers, how can a coherent
connection be established between the Shahnameh and the trajectory of Iranian
historiography which eventually culminates in the Fotuhat-e Shahi? Second, in what
ways has the Shahnameh influenced the Fotuhat-e Shahi in terms of its rhetorical
and narrative dimensions? By addressing these two questions, the path is opened to
analyze how the boundaries between epic and history have collapsed in pre-modern
Persian historiography.

Methodology

In recent decades, the application of modern theories to prose historiography has
enabled readers to engage with the deeper layers of meaning embedded within its
deep structure. Within the framework of discourse analysis, or through the
application of theories from psychoanalysis, anthropology, social studies, etc., the
engagement with texts has fundamentally changed. In this mode of engagement, the
limitations, interests, and obligations arising from the patron’s demands or the
ideological orientations of the authors of historical texts are analyzed. This approach
makes it possible to more accurately evaluate the author's claims, as reflected in the
signifier-signified system of events. The theoretical framework of this article for
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analyzing a historiographical text like Fotuhat-e Shahi, which lays claim to
objectivity, is based on the meta-historical perspective pioneered by Hayden White,
who view historians' works as influenced by literary genres within the framework of
a narrative. Building on this theoretical framework and rethinking the pre-modern
audience’s conception of history, this study demonstrates how the epic literary genre
has influenced historiographical method of Amini Heravi.

Findings

After outlining the theoretical framework and contextualizing the era along with
emphasizing the significance of the Shahnameh as a pre-text during this period, the
study examines how the narrative style and rhetorical features of the Shahnameh
influenced Amini Heravi's writing style. As a result of our analysis, the narrative and
rhetorical strategies favored within the political apparatus of Shah Ismail Safavi —
which have permeated the deep structure of Fotuhat-e Shahi—have been revealed.
These strategies whether employed consciously or unconsciously throughout
history, contribute to constructing the king as an epic hero. By analyzing the
narrative constructs based on the theories of contemporary scholars such as Bowra
and Joseph Campbell —who have identified and categorized universal criteria for the
hero figure— and drawing on recent approaches in narratology and modern rhetoric,
this heroic aspects can be decoded.

Conclusion

In this article, we examined various sources and intellectual foundations of Iranian
political philosophy, and demonstrated the prominent and prevailing role of the
Shahnameh in shaping the course of Persian historiography—through a case study of
Fotuhat-e Shaht in the Safavid era. The importance of the Shahnameh —on the one
hand, due to its broad readership, and on the other, because of Shah Ismail I Safavi’s
particular interest in the Shahnameh who directly commissioned the text to Amini
Heravi— constitute the main reasons for our argument regarding the influence of the
Shahnameh on the Fotuhat-e Shahi.

Building on these reasons, and by emphasizing on the essential difference in the
historical horizons of modern and pre-modern audiences in relation to the
Shahnameh, we demonstrated how literariness —as a necessary element— gradually
made its way from Shahnameh into historiographical texts. Drawing on the
Shahnameh’s rthetorical and narrative features, a historian like Amini Heravi sought
to construct a framework —from deeds, attributes, and lineage of the king to



New Literary Studies, Vol 58, No. 1, Spring 2025 76

surrounding events and the atmosphere of the narrative— through which reality could
be transformed into epic.

In this process, the ultimate goal of objectivity in historiography, combined with
selective narrative and rhetorical strategies, ultimately leads to the construction of a
heroic figure. Nevertheless, alternative interpretations and parallel argumentative
systems can certainly be proposed without necessarily contradicting or undermining
the central argument of this article.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to the Arda Wiraz-Namag, when Alexander invaded Iran, he killed the
ruler of Iran, destroyed the royal court and all state infrastructures, burned the Avesta
in the city of Istakhr, and killed a great number of mdbeds (Zoroastrian priests) and
religious adherents. He sowed seeds of discord among the religious community and
brought about the collapse of the religion. In this time of great turmoil, the mobeds,
seeking to rescue the people from doubt and confusion, summoned them all to the
Fire Temple of Adur-Farnbag. From among the crowd, they selected seven men who
were unwavering in their faith in the gods and the religion, and whose thoughts,
words, and deeds were virtuous and righteous. These seven were then asked to
choose, from among themselves, the one who was the most virtuous, the most
innocent, and the most reputable. They narrowed it down to three candidates, and
finally to one: a man named Wiraz. Ultimately, Wiraz was chosen after undergoing
a ritual test involving a sacred spear.

According to the recommendation of the mobeds, Viraz washes his head and
body, consumes food, wine, and bang (hemp, a ritual narcotic), offers prayers, and
ascends to the higher realm. The mobeds remain beside his body, reciting prayers so
that his soul might return. After seven days, Viraz’s soul comes back and recounts
all that he has witnessed; a scribe records his account. The result of this mystical
experience is a text written in simple and fluent prose. Based on the needs of the
ruling class of mobeds, this visionary journey culminated in the composition of a
book rooted in revelation. Thus, Arda Viraz may be regarded as one of the scribes
of the sacred law (shari ‘at), whose effort extended beyond reclaiming the religion’s
former status to include the preservation of family structures and the ruling authority.
Traces of this effort can be found throughout the various chapters and passages of
the book. The central question of this study is: What is the foundational basis for the
composition of Ardd Viraz Namag? And should this work be understood solely as a
religious text based on mystical revelation during the Sasanian era?

Methodology

This article aims to enrich the existing body of research on the Arda Viraz Namag
through the application of Karl Mannheim’s sociology of knowledge, a framework
that emphasizes the position of society, thought, and history.
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Mannheim’s framework is grounded in the investigation of the historical and
social contexts in which events and ideas develop. In his sociology of knowledge, he
examines how intellectual thought develops within specific spatial and temporal
conditions. He explores the relationship between knowledge and science, and how
both are shaped within political, historical, and social worlds

Adopting this approach, the author seeks to determine which group of thinkers
Arda Viraz aligns with: the first group, which aimed to reinforce the dominant
religious order of the Sasanian state while facing the erosion of their authority; or
the second group, which sought to reform the religious structure within the
epistemological framework of the Zoroastrian clergy and the ruling establishment.
Findings
The author’s investigations reveal the historical and political factors influencing the
formation and composition of Arda Viraz Namag. He finds that Ardaviraz, as a
representative of the priestly class, embarks on a journey to the spiritual realm
aiming to reinforce the ethical and faith-based foundations. He strives to demonstrate
that obedience to the ruling authority, the clergy, and religious principles is regarded
as the most righteous path, and warns that those who oppose the governance, the
clergy, and religion will face severe and harsh punishments in the afterlife.

Discussion and Conclusion

In this article, the author, drawing upon Karl Mannheim’s sociology of knowledge,
approaches the Arda Viraz Namag from a new perspective. Based on this framework,
he concludes that the social, religious, and historical transformations at the time Arda
Viraz Namag was written led the ruling authority to attempt to reconstruct its
political legitimacy by seizing the opportunity to send Arda viraz to the spiritual
realm and have him return with revelations from that world. Through the lens of
Mannheim’s theory, the study concludes that the book seeks to articulate a political
ideology through Arda viraz’s voice by means of vivid portrayals of hell and
paradise.

At first glance, the Arda Viraz Namag appears to be a jurisprudential and
theological text; however, when read through the lens of Karl Mannheim’s sociology
of knowledge, one can discern ideological representations of the political
establishment and the Zoroastrian clergy throughout the text. Evidently, the religious
apparatus, in response to the weakened state of the ruling system, attempts—through
this text—to cultivate a collective mindset in which putting an end to the turmoil the
attainment of peace are portrayed as achievable solely through piety and obedience
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to the commands of the clergy. The author of the book first outlines the unstable
conditions of society, which sets the state for us to observe the mobeds—the most
influential and powerful class during the Sasanian era—seek to legitimize religious
values, promote social unity, and enforce public adherence to the ruling authority.

In this text, sovereignty belongs to religion, and governance exists under the
shadow of religion. Religion dominates all aspects of life, and the ideal citizen is
defined as one who fully complies with the Mobads’ directives. Within this
ideological system, all groups and individuals function, in a sense, as employees of
the ruling authority. Arda viraz, as the representative of the Mobad class, seeks to
preserve the status quo by creating ideology through narratives of heaven and hell.
Eighty percent of the book’s content is devoted to descriptions of the painful
torments of hell, thereby warning that if the people and society fail to uphold
religion, meet the demands of the ruling power, and reinforce the foundations of the
family, they will suffer the harshest punishments in the afterlife..
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Poetic conventions and literary genres in different regions are to a considerable
extent shaped by their geographical and cultural characteristics. As such, literary
works from different regions may be different. Nevertheless, there are occasional
instances where poetic traditions from distinct regions exhibit notable similarities.
For example, one might point to the thematic and structural parallels among epic
narratives such as Rostam and Sohrab, Hildebrand and Hadubrand, Cuchulainn and
Conlaoch, and Ilya Muromets and Sokolnik.

This paper seeks to identify rare examples of Iranian poetry that deviate from the
conventional rules of Persian and Arabic verse. If we accept the opinion held by
some classical scholars that pre-Islamic Iranian poetry lacked rhyme, we are then
faced with the question: does unrhymed poetry exist within the Iranian-Arabic poetic
tradition, in either Persian or Arabic? Surprisingly, in an early book on literary
criticism, we found a poem attributed to Abti Nuwas—the Iranian-born poet who
was known for his unconventional life and verse—that follows metrical rules but
entirely lacks rhyme.

Method

This interdisciplinary study, positioned at the intersection of Persian and Arabic
literary traditions, focuses on the fact that Abi Nuwas, though composing in Arabic,
had Iranian roots. Given that rhyme is a central feature in Arabic poetry and is rarely,
if ever, omitted, the study turns to the pre-Islamic Iranian poetic tradition to explore
possible explanations for this anomaly. The aim is to interpret the absence of rhyme
in Abli Nuwas’s poem through the lens of ancient Iranian poetics.

Findings
It appears that Abti Nuwas may have been influenced by the unrhymed poetic
traditions of ancient Iran in composing this particular poem.

Discussion and Conclusion

We may thus consider the poem in question by Abti Nuwas as the first instance of
free verse (she’r-e Sepid) in the Islamic world.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the social capital approach, social relationships and interactions are considered a
form of capital, alongside other types such as physical, financial, human, cultural,
and symbolic capital. One of the key theories of social capital is that of Robert
Putnam, which offers a comprehensive and systematic interpretation of social
interactions. According to this theory, social capital is examined through three main
components: social trust, social participation, and social norm—each comprising
several subcomponents.

Ahmad Mahmoud, as evidenced by his body of work, is one of the most
prominent contemporary Iranian novelists. His novel Hamsayeh-ha (The
Neighbors), by reflecting the conditions of Iranian society during the years 1944—
1952 (1323-1331 SH), focusing particularly on the events preceding the
nationalization of the oil industry, and portraying the events of that historical period,
provides a fertile ground for sociological critique.

This novel depicts the uprising and protests of the working class and proletariat
against class-based system and poverty, thus positioning Mahmoud as a
quintessential representative of social realism. Indeed, as an observer of the lives of
society’s downtrodden, Mahmoud depicts the harsh social realities and expresses his
critical perspective.

Accordingly, this novel provides an appropriate setting for analyzing the state of
social capital in that era and portrays the state of social capital as being rooted in the
political and social issue, urban problems of Ahvaz in the 1920s and 1930s, the
nationalization movement of the oil industry, and the formation and activities of
political parties.

Methodology

The methodology of this study is descriptive-analytical. It involves a close
examination of Hamsdyeh-ha through library-based tools and, where necessary,
digital software. To determine the frequency of themes and concepts, the study also
necessarily employed appropriate statistical methods.

Discussion

All three types of trust—whether basic, interpersonal, or abstract—are largely absent
in Hamsdyeh-ha, and a pervasive sense of distrust dominates the whole story and its
characters.
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In contrast, the component of mutual aid is clearly present throughout the novel,
with numerous examples. The greatest number of instances can be found among the
lower classes, particularly the neighbors living near the house where Khaled and his
family live. The protagonist himself is one of the people who do many acts of
kindness and cooperation.

The component of collaboration is also present in the novel, often centered around
political matters—especially the nationalization of the oil industry that people from
across southern Iran, especially those in Ahvaz—workers, shopkeepers, clerks,
students, men and women, young and old—are depicted as uniting and rising up in
support of it.

Social support, like mutual aid—which is closely related to that—is also present
in Hamsayeh-ha with many examples, mostly occurring among neighbors. Khaled
and his mother, despite the difficulties they face in the absence of the father, provide
more social support to their neighbors than others. Another form of social support
reflected in the novel is the support that the Tudeh Party leaders give to factory
workers. Due to the author's Marxist and left-leaning political orientation and his
membership in the Tudeh Party, the social influence and effectiveness portrayed in
the novel is largely limited to this party and its leaders and members. The author
deliberately emphasizes their role and impact on society and especially on workers
and the lower classes. Social mediation also plays a notable role in the house where
the neighbors live, especially because of occasional disputes among them.

Conclusion

Social capital, as a conceptual framework, reflects the characteristics as well as the
quantity and quality of social relationships within a society. Accordingly, an
examination of the portrayal of social capital in Hamsayeh-hd reveals both
quantitative and qualitative aspects of social actions and relationships in Iranian
society during the 1940s and the early 1950s.

Our findings indicate that, in the novel, the events leading up to the
nationalization of the oil industry, the central role of the people in those events, and
the formation and activities of various political parties—including the Tudeh Party—
are among the most significant factors contributing to the development of social
capital.

In contrast, the British occupation of Khuzestan, the gradual elimination of the
authority of the parliament, cabinet, national leaders, and political parties by
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, as well as the inefficiency of the state across various
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institutions and levels, are identified as the primary forces behind the erosion of
social capital and the emergence of anti-social capital components.

The most frequent subcomponent of social capital in the novel is collaboration,
with 43 instances (26.06% of total occurrences), while the most frequent anti-social
capital subcomponent is abstract distrust, with 35 instances (21.21%).

In Hamsayeh-ha, collaboration is primarily reflected in the collective actions of
various social groups in Khuzestan—especially in Ahvaz—toward the
nationalization of the oil industry. In all major social movements and
transformations, it is ultimately the people who play the decisive role. Likewise,
during the early 1950s oil nationalization movement in Iran, ordinary citizens were
active agents and played a significant role in its success.

The subcomponent of mutual aid is also represented in the novel, reflecting the
prevalence of altruism and humanity within Iranian society, even under difficult
economic and social conditions.

The subcomponents of social support, sense of efficacy, and mediation also
appear in novel, each to varying degrees. Their presence reflects the existence of
constructive social interactions and strong moral and human values in the Iranian
social context.

By contrast, the trust subcomponents are absent in the novel, indicating a
widespread atmosphere of distrust, which is rooted in the political, social, and
economic conditions of the time. Among them, abstract distrust—which is the most
frequently observed anti-social capital factor in the novel—is linked to the
inefficiency and corruption of the government and its institutions (including law
enforcement, healthcare, employment, and others), as well as the political repression
that characterized that era.
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