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Abstract

Women’s agency across all historical periods of Iran is a subject worthy of careful
consideration and analysis, as the degree of their presence or absence reflects both
their social position in each era and the ways patriarchal society engaged with them.
Accordingly, this interdisciplinary study, situated at the intersection of literature
and cognitive linguistics, employs an analytical-descriptive method and the
framework of conceptual metaphor theory to examine four prominent historical
texts from the Ghaznavid, Seljuk, Khwarazmian, and Mongol periods. The study
investigates the metaphors and source domains utilized in these texts to represent
the concept of “woman” and the cultural understanding associated with it. The
findings indicate that ideological beliefs and the power of rulers significantly
shaped these metaphors, positioning women within a context of instrumental
concepts. Moreover, through the projection of implicit political, economic, and
physical experiences across linguistic and lexical networks, women’s
objectification in these texts becomes evident. Ultimately, the research
demonstrates that the metaphorical concepts used for women correspond closely to
their social representation in reality, reflecting a strong connection between the
worldview embedded in discourse and the metaphors employed.

Keywords: women, objectification, historical prose, conceptual metaphor,
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Due to the dominance of patriarchal culture and the prevalence of masculine
literature in ancient Iranian society, women in such a cultural context were externally
absent yet internally present in the minds and consciousness of the people. This
absence is more evident in Persian historical prose than in other literary and cultural
texts and therefore requires deeper contemplation—especially since the philosopher-
historian Will Durant argues that “according to the tribal traditions of Central Asia,
women among the Turks and Mongols possessed greater rights and held a more
esteemed status than in other periods and societies.” (Durant, 1999: vol. 1, p. 43).

However, do the assertions and concepts found in historical texts related to
periods of Turkic dominance over Iran (the Ghaznavids, Seljuks, Khwarazmians,
and Mongols) confirm this claim?

2. Methodology

The research method employed in this study is analytical-descriptive, based on
cognitive linguistics and conceptual metaphor theory. This approach is grounded in
the idea that “cognitive linguistics has gradually evolved into a systematic collective
movement within the humanities, aiming at a better understanding of human nature”
(Nili-Pour, 2015, p. 12).

Using this framework, we briefly investigate cognitive metaphors of women in
four historical texts, each representing a different era: Tarikh-e Beyhaqi (Ghaznavid
period), Rahat al-Sudur (Seljuk period), Sirat Jalal al-Din (Khwarazmian period),
and Tarikh-e Jahan-Gusha (Mongol period).

To achieve this aim, data were first collected from these texts. Then, after
identifying the cognitive function of each category of metaphors—each representing
a set of conceptual mappings—the data were analyzed to demonstrate how women
are represented in classical Persian prose.

3. Conclusion

This study aimed to elucidate the status of women during four periods of Turkic
dominance using a cognitive and conceptual metaphor approach. The data were
drawn from four historical texts: Tarikh-e Beyhaqi, Rahat al-Sudur, Sirat Jalal al-
Din, and Tarikh-e Jahan-Gusha.



3 Women'’s Status in Historical Texts: A .../ Baran Rezaie.... &

A descriptive analysis of metaphor types and their mappings reveals that
metaphors concerning women in these texts are predominantly ontological. The
concept of “woman” is frequently conceptualized through domains such as physical
phenomena, containers, and negative entities, with the highest frequency observed
in object-based metaphors.

The domain of history is filled with metaphors in which women are portrayed as
tools or inanimate objects of exchange. Although Turkic tribes, in their original
cultural context, accorded women a relatively high status, the spread of Islam into
Central Asia—and the subsequent cultural interactions among Arabs, Iranians, and
Turkic groups—Ied to the gradual replacement of many indigenous customs with
those of the dominant culture. Consequently, the position of women became largely
dependent on the conditions of this new socio-cultural environment.

A close examination of metaphorical frequencies shows that the
conceptualizations of women reflect the worldview of a patriarchal society. Across
these four works, however, representations of women are not entirely uniform.

The findings suggest that during the Seljuk and Khwarazmian periods—still
partially connected to their tribal traditions—there are fewer phenomenal, material,
and container metaphors, indicating that women retained aspects of their earlier
status. In contrast, in Tarikh-e Jahan-Gusha and Tarikh-e Beyhaqi, where tribal
traditions were more deeply influenced by Iranian-Arabic culture, the frequency of
such metaphors increases. This may also be attributed to Juvayni’s position within a
power-oriented elite, which informs the martial and hierarchical nature of his
metaphorical language.

In much of Jahan-Gusha, women are depicted as passive and subordinated
objects, often exchanged in peace treaties or wartime negotiations, represented
through warlike and courtly metaphorical schemata.

Given that historical texts are inherently shaped by political and economic
power—where events are narrated from the perspective of rank, wealth, and social
status—the historian operating within a courtly context inevitably reflects its
dominant ideology. Consequently, the prevalence of a courtly male perspective in
the cognitive metaphors of these texts—particularly in Tarikh-e Jahan-Gusha and
Tarikh-e Beyhagi—demonstrates the dominance of men over women. In these
works, the objectification of women stands in contrast to the personhood attributed
to men; although women are acknowledged as part of social reality, they are often
treated as entities requiring control and preservation.
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Abstract

During the Safavid era, stories, in addition to providing entertainment, played a
significant role in advancing political objectives and shaping social norms. One of
the most important manifestations of the political and social function of narrative
literature in this period is the prominent role of Shia Imams. By incorporating Shia
Imams into fictional texts, storytellers aimed to cultivate a religious discourse
among the masses and promote the ruling ideology. This study analyzes the role of
Shia Imams in Safavid-era narratives by examining their functions across four
domains: (1) propagating the Shia faith, (2) legitimizing the Shia faith, (3) serving
as models of heroism, and (4) converting non-Muslims (non-Shias) to Islam (Shia).
The results indicate that the traditional heroes of Iranian narratives and tales—
typically kings or princes—were transformed into Shia Imams, whose primary
function was religious discourse formation. Similarly, the superheroes of earlier
popular tales became accessible, populist figures whose mission centered on the
propagation of the Shia faith.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

With the rise of the Safavid dynasty and the official establishment of Twelver
Shi'ism as the state religion, the Safavid state strategically employed storytelling as
a powerful and influential medium for religious propagation. By providing financial
support, establishing permanent venues for storytellers and audiences, and
institutionalizing gahveh-khaneh (coffeehouses) as central hubs of public discourse,
the state transformed these spaces into vital platforms for disseminating Shi'ite
ideology.

Storytellers, operating in neighborhoods and urban centers, systematically
familiarized the public with the virtues and narratives of Shi'ite Imams—particularly
Imam Ali, Imam Hasan, Imam Husayn, and the Mahdi al-Muntazar. The narratives
of this era were imbued with a distinct religious character through the deliberate
incorporation of key Shi'ite theological constructs: explicit linguistic references to
Shi'ism, binary oppositions between Sunni and Shi‘ite Islam, assertions of the
legitimacy of Twelver Shi'ism, frequent mentions of the Twelve Imams, and, most
significantly, the conversion of adversaries from Sunni Islam to Shi‘ism.

Consequently, the central heroic figure in Safavid-era narrative literature became
the Shi'ite Imam—especially Imam Ali—who, in a profound shift, assumed the role
of the spiritual and ideological protagonist, effectively replacing traditional literary
heroes such as legendary warriors and folk champions of earlier Persian literature.

2. Methodology

This study investigates the role of Shi'ite Imams in Safavid-era narrative texts
through a library-based research method. A corpus of Safavid-era stories was
analyzed using qualitative content analysis to examine the function of Shi'ite Imams
across four key thematic domains: (1) religious propagation of Twelver Shi'ism, (2)
the justification and validation of Shi'ism’s truth, (3) the embodiment of a new model
of spiritual heroism, and (4) the conversion of non-Muslims (or non-Shi'ites) to Islam
(specifically Shi‘ism).

These dimensions were systematically identified and interpreted to reveal the
ideological and cultural mechanisms through which narrative literature served the
Safavid state’s religious and political agenda.
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3. Results

The findings indicate that during the Safavid period, storytelling assumed a socio-
political function previously fulfilled by gasida (panegyric poetry) in royal courts.
However, a crucial transformation occurred: the personal lives of the Shah and royal
princes were no longer the central focus of narrative attention.

Instead, the Safavid state required a new ideological hero to legitimize its
emerging Shi'ite Iranian identity and to reinforce dominant political, social, and
ideological discourses. The figure who best fulfilled this role was the Shi'ite Imam—
particularly Imam Ali—whose inherent ideological legitimacy and symbolic power
enabled him to serve as a highly effective agent of discourse formation, addressing
the spiritual and cultural needs of Safavid society.

The narrative hero was no longer a royal prince or a romantic warrior, but a
divinely ordained religious leader whose life and mission embodied the core values
of the new state ideology.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

In the Safavid era, the religious-historical heroes of narrative literature—specifically
the Shi'ite Imams—performed four fundamental functions that were instrumental in
consolidating the religious discourse of the time.

4.1. Religious Propagation of Twelver Shi'ism

The propagation of Shi'ism in these narratives was achieved through both direct and
indirect references to core Shi'ite doctrines, primarily mediated through the Imams
themselves. For instance, in certain tales, Prophet Muhammad is depicted as
dispatching Imam Ali to distant lands to spread Shi'ite teachings.

Other narratives include references to key Shi'ite beliefs such as the occultation
and eventual return of Imam al-Mahdi or incorporate hadiths and sayings attributed
to prominent Shi'ite figures. The underlying intention of the storyteller was likely to
familiarize the audience with the concept of Shi'ism and to embed it within the
consciousness of the public, thereby normalizing and legitimizing the faith.

4.2. Substantiation of the Veracity of the Shi'ite Creed

In the fictional literature of the Safavid era, Shi'ite Imams seek to substantiate the
veracity of the Shi'ite school in contrast to other sects through two primary
approaches.
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First, Shi'ism is often presented as synonymous with Islam itself; the term “Islam”
in these narratives implicitly refers to Shi'ism as the only legitimate form of the
religion. Second, the validation of Shi'ism is frequently depicted through the
acknowledgment of its truth by adversaries, which often leads to their conversion. In
this way, the Shi'ite school is portrayed as the sole rightful creed.

4.3. The Shi'ite Imam as the Archetype of Heroism

In Safavid-era narratives, protagonists of royal lineage are largely absent. Instead of
aristocratic love quests, there was a growing demand for narratives centered on
religious missions—particularly the <, (invitation) of non-believers or non-
Shi'ites to Shi'ism.

Such narratives were expected to resonate with the general public, serve as moral
exemplars, and inspire collective engagement. The Shi'ite Imam, as a religious hero,
emerged as the most suitable archetype to fulfill these expectations.

4.4. Invitation of Non-Muslims to Islam

The primary mission of the Shi'ite Imam in these narratives is the conversion of non-
Muslims (or non-Shi‘ites) to Islam (Shi‘ism). This theme constitutes one of the most
prevalent motifs in Safavid-era literature.

In many narratives, the non-Muslim hero either accepts Islam and is spared, or
rejects it and faces death.

The above discussion demonstrates that during the Safavid era, prose narrative
literature gradually replaced courtly poetry, and popular literature assumed a more
significant role in the consolidation of the Safavid political-ideological system.
Consequently, the monarch, once the central figure of narrative literature, was
replaced by the Shi'ite Imam as the primary protagonist.
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Abstract

Relying on interdisciplinary studies, the present essay attempts to conduct a content
analysis of the discourse of the Neynameh and to examine how imagination and
phenomena, by cultivating imagination and emotion, shape the totality of aesthetics
and the existential aspect of the aesthetic within it. The hypothesis of the article is
that imagination and phenomena, within an intertwined framework of the
foundations of poetry and mysticism, accompany the situation of humanity and its
presence within literature with new value and meaning.

Aesthetics, with its tendency towards form and emphasis on structuralist studies,
views the language of poetry as a defined and programmatic space and limits its
analysis to discovering the authority of language in stimulating imagination and the
supra-real. However, the aesthetic, with its phenomenological tendency, seeks
something beyond form—something that aims at the creation of meaning in the
presence of the reader and the stimulation of their reflection and consciousness.

The results show that the empathy of the phenomenon with the deficiency of
meaning creates a subtle boundary between aesthetics and the aesthetic, and the
Neynameh is a prime example of texts that, due to the breadth of tensions, emotional
perceptions, and tensive/modal qualities, face a deficiency of meaning.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Greimas, in addressing the deficiency of meaning, from a post-structuralist
perspective, seeks meaning not in psychological, functional, conative, or referential
aspects, but in tensive, tensional, emotional, and affective functions. In this
framework, by utilizing the school of aesthetic reception and the phenomenology of
art, he pays attention to the reader’s experience and their situation of presence in the
cultivation of meaning.

Moving away from techniques and arts dependent on linguistic form, and
departing from structuralist aesthetics—which seeks the truth of meaning among the
signs and words of poetry and their syntactic uses—he turns his attention to the place
of humanity and the understanding of its situation of presence in discovering
meaning. He considers emotion and affect to be effective factors in the aesthetic
quality of the text and examines the difference between integrative and post-classical
aesthetic systems and classical aesthetics in their discourse.

In the aesthetic, beauty is the result of a beautiful act of seeing/perceiving,
whereas in classical aesthetics, beauty is the congealing of the beautiful. It is like a
stone statue that has taken shape and become fixed. For this reason, Greimas
compares classical aesthetics to the “dream of stone.” The fixity of beauty versus its
dynamism and fluidity constitutes two distinct concepts that lead to the distinction
between aesthetics and the aesthetic.

The question of this article is: How do emotion and affect in Rumi’s Mashavi
strengthen the phenomenology of the aesthetic and the dynamism of meaning?

2. Methodology

The nature of the subject matter has led the researcher, adopting an interdisciplinary
approach, to analyze the content of emotion and affect in the first eighteen verses of
the Masnavi of Jalal al-Din Rumi, the 7th-century Hijri mystic and poet, and to
describe and analyze the obtained data based on Greimas’s model of the
phenomenology of the aesthetic from his book On Meaning Deficiency.

3. Results

The expression of any experience in literature is a clear example of story and tale.
The tale is a vast field within which humans have the ability to transform signs into



47 A Greimasian Reading of the Critique of .../ Omid Roosta & ...

life by giving them a field-like quality. Each field is a meaningful fragment of human
lived experience in confronting the sublime meaning of existence.

Therefore, a story or tale holds a meaning deeper than a mere narrative—a
meaning that is the beginning of deficiency. This deficiency, penetrating lived
experience and manifesting itself phenomenologically for the reader, causes time
and space within it to be separated from the normal flow of life and the usual process
of living.

In this process, the existential and contemplative human is not seeking to discover
truth, but rather searching for a way to explain the paths toward reaching truth. This
can, in the aesthetic critique of the Neynameh, be perceived as the aesthetic object
of conduct. It is within the awareness of this conduct that the usual and clichéd
objects of human life and empirical existence are accompanied by a kind of rebirth.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Phenomenology, in Greimas’s view, refers to the process of creation within the
essence of the sign—similar to the process that Rumi’s spirit experienced in the ‘F1’
(in/within), which separates him, for a time, from the world of possibilities and
realities. This separation resembles a trance-like or alpha state, following which the
mind attains the “great awakening and the point,” and what the tongue expresses
without the ‘F1’ undoubtedly derives from this awakening.

Contrary to the formalistic view of classical aesthetics, the Ney (reed flute) is not
a substitute, symbol, or metaphor for Rumi; rather, within an ethical discourse, it is
the existential human whose echo and call of being have acquainted him with new
and even contradictory meanings and perceptions.

Therefore, Rumi’s poetry, beyond its sensuous and aesthetic beauty, in
connection with mysticism and its secrets, is full of tensive, emotional, and sensory-
perceptual functions of signs. This function causes meaning in the Neynameh to
always be accompanied by deficiency, and the reader, in the act of reading, blends
their lived experience and reflection with the poet’s perception.

Thus, the process of reading signs moves away from linearity and takes on a
volumetric and field-like (pictorial) state. The authority of language and textual form
in the reception of meaning is disrupted, and the reader interprets each sign as a
meaningful field through which the inner meaning of the poem is understood.

Consequently, the reader is compelled, beyond receiving meaning from formal
structures, to engage more deeply with the text and to move from the aesthetics of
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form toward the understanding of the aesthetic as a phenomenological experience—
viewing meaning through “thinking about thoughts.”

This reveals that the Neynameh is not merely a narrative derived from the poet’s
imagination, nor is its beauty confined to linguistic techniques; rather, it is a fragment
of mystical life and human temporality in which tensions, emotional perceptions,
and tensive thinking guide thought beyond artificial narration toward a different
mode of existential distance.

The Ney represents the existential human who has become distant from
understanding the meaning of thought, and this distance places him in a state of
tension and unawareness. Awareness of this distance is both perilous and
illuminating. The aware reader perceives this distance as a deficiency that prompts
deeper contemplation.

For this reason, meaning in reading the Neynameh never reaches a final
conclusion; in each reading, its signs are re-created. This dynamism is the essential
merit of literature, manifesting itself in the form of tales in the Masnavi-ye Ma 'navi.
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1. 1. Kant (1724-1804)
2. G. Genette (1930-2018)
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1. spiritual
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1. Response
2. Reaction
3. Heteronomous
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2. Moment desthesie
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1. Isotopie
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1. S. Kierkegaard (1813-1855)
2. Common world
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Abstract

Moniro Ravanipour’s novel Ahl-e Gharg (1989) is one of the most prominent works
of contemporary Iranian literature in representing the relationship between humans
and nature—particularly the sea—within the cultural context of southern Iran.
Using qualitative content analysis and an interpretive approach, this study examines
gendered encounters with the sea in the novel through the combined theoretical
frameworks of the ethics of care, ecofeminism, and environmental sociology. The
findings indicate that the women of Jofreh perceive the sea as a living, generative,
and relational entity, and their engagement with it is grounded in care, mourning,
ritual practice, and the preservation of communal bonds. In contrast, the men
predominantly regard the sea as a domain of labor, risk, and domination; even their
traditional rituals primarily serve purposes of control and ethical distancing. The
advent of modernity transforms this gap into open conflict: the masculine logic of
justice shifts toward instrumental domination and the commodification of nature,
while the feminine logic of care becomes marginalized, politicized, or culminates
in mythic death. The character of Mahjamal—depicted as the only male embodying
an ethics of care—stands as a tragic exception whose liminal position between land
and sea grants him the potential to mediate between the two perspectives, yet he
ultimately becomes a victim of complete rupture. The novel concludes with the
collapse of the settlement and the sea’s symbolic vengeance, offering an eco-ethical
warning about the consequences of erasing the feminine voice of care and
ecological embeddedness in the process of modernization.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Literary texts provide a critical space for examining human relationships with nature,
particularly in culturally and geographically specific contexts. In contemporary
Persian literature, southern coastal narratives offer a distinctive ecological
imagination in which the sea functions not merely as a setting but as an active and
influential force shaping social life, collective memory, and ethical orientations.
Within these narratives, the relationship between humans and the sea is deeply
intertwined with gendered experiences and cultural beliefs.

Moniro Ravanipour’s novel Ahl-e Gharg (1989) presents a myth-inflected
portrayal of a southern Iranian community whose existence is inseparable from the
sea. The novel constructs two contrasting modes of engagement with nature: a
predominantly masculine perspective associated with labor, risk, control, and
domination, and a predominantly feminine perspective grounded in care, emotional
attachment, ritual practice, and mourning. These gendered approaches reveal distinct
ethical frameworks through which the sea is perceived and experienced.

This study examines Ahl-e Gharg through the combined lenses of the ethics of
care, ecofeminism, and environmental sociology in order to analyze how gender
shapes ethical encounters with the sea. By situating the novel within the broader
context of modernization, the article argues that the disruption of care-based
relations with nature intensifies human—environment conflict and transforms
coexistence into rupture.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research design based on interpretive textual analysis
of Moniro Ravanipour’s Ahl-e Gharg. The analysis is conducted through close
reading and thematic coding, focusing on gendered representations of the sea and
the ethical meanings embedded in characters’ actions, rituals, and narrative
positions. Rather than treating encounters with nature as merely symbolic motifs, the
study approaches them as ethical practices shaped by social roles, cultural beliefs,
and historical change.

The theoretical framework integrates two complementary perspectives. First,
ecofeminism and the ethics of care, as articulated by Carol Gilligan, offer a
framework for distinguishing between care-based, relational moral reasoning and
justice-based, rule-oriented ethical logic, allowing for a gender-sensitive reading of



71 From Justice to Care: A Gendered Reading of .../ Maryam Rahbani & ....

moral responses to the sea. Second, environmental sociology contributes an analysis
of modernization, ecological embeddedness, and the structural transformations that
disrupt traditional human-—nature relations.

By combining these frameworks, the study analyzes the sea as an active ethical
agent within the narrative and examines how gendered modes of care, control, and
domination evolve under the pressures of modernity. This integrated approach
enables a multilayered interpretation of ethical conflict, ecological rupture, and
gendered experience in the novel.

3. Results

The textual analysis of Ahl-e Gharq reveals a clear gendered pattern in ethical
encounters with the sea, structured around two contrasting moral logics: care and
justice. Women and men in the narrative engage with the sea not only differently but
through fundamentally distinct ethical orientations that shape their perceptions,
actions, and responses to both tradition and modernity.

Female characters predominantly experience the sea as a living, relational, and
emotionally charged entity. Their engagement is grounded in practices of care,
including mourning, ritual performance, storytelling, prayer, and protective anger.
The sea functions as a space of memory, loss, fertility, and continuity, and women
maintain a reciprocal relationship with it even in moments of fear or grief. These
care-based encounters persist across different characters, from myth-bearing figures
who preserve collective memory to women who transform care into social or
political resistance under modern conditions. However, with the advent of
modernization, this care-oriented relationship becomes increasingly marginalized,
resulting in mythic death, symbolic transformation, or displacement.

Male characters, by contrast, primarily approach the sea through a justice-based
ethical logic centered on labor, risk, hierarchy, and control. Even when fear, myth,
or ritual is present, these elements tend to serve instrumental purposes aimed at
regulating danger and ensuring economic survival. With modernization, this logic
rapidly shifts from traditional control to instrumental domination, commodification,
and economic exploitation of the sea. The findings show that modernity intensifies
masculine distance from ecological embeddedness and accelerates the rupture
between humans and nature.

The character of Mahjamal emerges as a critical exception to this binary structure.
Positioned between land and sea, myth and humanity, Mahjamal embodies an ethics
of care despite being male. His liminal identity allows him to perceive the sea as
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vulnerable, relational, and wounded. However, rather than functioning as a mediator,
he becomes a tragic figure whose care-based orientation cannot survive within either
the traditional or modern order.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Ahl-e Gharg is not merely a regional or mythological
narrative but a profound ethical exploration of human—nature relations in a context
of transition from tradition to modernity. The novel portrays the sea as an active
ethical presence through which two fundamentally different modes of engagement
with nature are articulated: a justice-oriented logic of control and domination,
predominantly associated with male characters, and a care-oriented logic of
relationality, responsibility, and emotional attachment, largely embodied by female
characters.

The findings reveal that women’s encounters with the sea are grounded in
practices of care—including mourning, ritual, storytelling, and protective anger—
which sustain ecological embeddedness and collective memory. In contrast, male
engagements emphasize labor, hierarchy, and regulation and, under the pressures of
modernization, shift rapidly toward instrumental domination and the
commodification of nature. The study further shows that modernization does not
reconcile these ethical orientations but rather intensifies their tension, marginalizing
care-based relations and producing ecological and social rupture.

The character of Mahjamal functions as a tragic exception within this ethical
landscape. He embodies the possibility of mediation; yet his destruction signifies the
collapse of any remaining space for ethical coexistence. The eventual destruction of
the settlement and the sea’s symbolic retaliation underscore the novel’s central
warning: when care, ecological embeddedness, and relational ethics are excluded,
neither social stability nor environmental sustainability can endure. Ultimately, Ahl-
e Gharq offers a critical eco-ethical intervention, emphasizing the necessity of re-
centering care-based ethics in rethinking gender, power, and human relationships
with the natural world in modernizing societies.
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Abstract

The concept of "social oxidation" as the main category of this research represents
the erosion of social capital and structural crises of Iranian society during the life
of Simin Behbahani - a famous contemporary Iranian poet. The aim of the research
IS to analyze the manifestations of social oxidation in the poetry of Simin
Behbahani, focusing on the sonnet " Cheshm-e Lali Rang-e Khargushan ". The
research with a hermeneutic approach, after reviewing fifty social sonnets of
Behbahani's works, has chosen this poem as a study sample and examined its
conceptual relationships based on the theories of Durkheim (anomy), Marx
(alienation), Fukuyama and Putnam (social capital), Giddens, Seeman, Larsen and
Goffman and relying on author-centered theory. The validity of the findings was
also assessed by the validity of existing interpretations and the compatibility of
paradigmatic assumptions. The results indicate that concepts such as erosion of
social capital, social mirage, decline of social sunshine, feeling of powerlessness,
and the tragedy of social spectacle are manifested in Behbahani's poetry using
literary devices, and by marginalizing social development, it is closely related to
the social crises of the 1940s-1960s, such as the occupation of Iran by the Allies,
the 1953 coup, the political isolation of intellectuals, etc. The sociological analysis
of this poem expresses the poet's spirit of social and political activism and concern,
and his warning about the decline of social capital, the decline of civic participation,
and the need to create social awakening at the societal level.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study develops and applies the concept of “social oxidation” as an interpretive
category for reading the social dimensions and structural ailments reflected in the
poetry of Simin Behbahani, with a focused case study on the ghazal “Cheshm-e Lali
Rang-e Khargushan” (selected poem). “Social oxidation” is proposed here as a
synthetic term denoting the progressive erosion of social capital and the diffusion of
structural crises in mid-twentieth-century Iran, a period contemporaneous with
Behbahani’s life and poetic activity.

The paper seeks to identify sociological manifestations of social oxidation in
Behbahani’s verse and to relate those manifestations to established sociological
constructs such as anomie, alienation, declining social capital, and dramaturgical
social performance.

The introduction situates the present inquiry within the field of literary sociology,
arguing that interdisciplinary concepts drawn from social theory can reveal latent
social layers within modern Persian poetry. Given a perceived gap in scholarship
intersecting social theory with contemporary Persian verse, the study adopts “social
oxidation” as a central analytical frame.

The paper positions Behbahani as both a literary figure and a social actor: her
poetic sensitivity, familial upbringing, and public presence are read as conditions
that made her particularly responsive to social ruptures—including the loss of public
trust, widening cultural strains, and declining civic engagement—that characterized
Iran’s sociohistorical transition during the 1320s—1340s SH.

The ghazal under study is read as a concentrated poetic testimony to those
historical pressures, simultaneously lamenting political oppression and critiquing
low levels of collective social agency among ordinary people.

Methodology

Methodologically, the research follows a qualitative hermeneutic design. After a
preliminary review of approximately fifty socially themed ghazals from Behbahani’s
collected poems, “Cheshm-e Lali Rang-e Khargushan” was selected as a
paradigmatic text for close reading.

The hermeneutic stance adopted is author-centered: interpretive judgments
incorporate the poet’s historical milieu and biographical horizon while privileging
textual evidence (motifs, imagery, rhetorical negation, and lexical recurrence). The
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paper defends this hermeneutic choice by referring to disciplinary reflections on
hermeneutics and the interpretive turn in humanistic inquiry.

To strengthen credibility, the study employs interpretive triangulation:
comparisons are made between the present reading, prior literary criticism of
Behbahani (notably analyses emphasizing social motifs), and broader sociological
interpretations of the historical period.

Results

Findings are reported under analytically distinct but interrelated themes that together
instantiate “social oxidation” in the poem.

First, the study documents the erosion of social capital as an overarching motif.
Drawing on theoretical discussions of social capital and its civic functions, the paper
demonstrates how Behbahani’s images of thirst, mirage, and arrested light function
poetically to represent a society whose networks of trust and reciprocity have been
weakened. The poem’s recurring refrains—for example, images translated here
from Persian lines about thirst and mirage—are read as metaphors for a social life
diverted toward sterility and despair.

Second, the analysis highlights symbolic registers of social despair that the paper terms
“social mirage” and “the eclipse of civic light.” These motifs, identified in key
couplets of the ghazal, indicate a durable and pervasive pessimism among social
actors and a sense that collective agency has been eclipsed. The paper connects
these poetic registers with accounts of historical trauma and political rupture
(occupation, coup, suppression of dissent) that, in the poet’s representation, have
deepened public demoralization.

Third, the study identifies a theme of structural hypertrophy (rendered in Persian as
farbehi-e sakhtar), where dense and overbearing structures dampen individual and
collective agency. Close reading of the poem’s meteorological imagery—repeated
references to dark clouds, relentless hail, and extinguished lamps—is interpreted as
a poetic representation of dominant structures that neutralize resistance and curtail
civic initiative. The argument remains descriptive: the poem depicts constraint and
withering agency rather than offering a programmatic political solution.

Fourth, the analysis identifies a strand designated as “‘soft protest” or nonviolent moral
agency. The poem’s rhetorical stance is read not as mere resignation but as a form
of restrained ethical protest: symbolic awakenings, calls to moral sensibility, and
evocations of reformist figures function as a noncoercive mode of social action. This
interpretive claim aligns with sociological concepts of expressive, nonviolent
collective action.
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Fifth, the poem is shown to represent feelings of powerlessness—an affective correlate
of alienation. Drawing on scholarship theorizing expectations of control and the
subjective experience of powerlessness, the study reads certain couplets as
articulations of diminished efficacy and frustrated agency, which collectively
contribute to the corrosion of social participation.

Finally, the paper emphasizes the poem’s dramaturgical language: mask, face, and
stage metaphors reveal a social performance in which public smiles conceal private
grief. This reading adopts a dramaturgical lens to show how Behbahani uses
theatrical tropes to expose the gap between public appearance and private sorrow—
a gap that amplifies social fragmentation.

Discussion and Conclusion

The concluding section synthesizes these findings and restates the primary claim:
Behbahani’s ghazal stages a multifaceted portrait of social oxidation—a slow social
corrosion marked by decaying trust, structural suffocation, moral alarm, and a
performative public sphere.

The paper argues that the poet’s verse not only documents social decline but also
performs an act of ethical witnessing that insists on awareness and civic sensitivity.

The conclusion further reflects on methodological limitations—namely, the
interpretive contingency of hermeneutic readings and the narrowed scope resulting
from focusing on a single poem—and underscores the value of interdisciplinary
conceptual tools for revealing the social content of poetic language.
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Abstract

With the importance of "experience™ in the West, which was due to paradigmatic changes in
science, philosophy, theology, and under the influence of trends such as the Reformation,
Protestantism, Romanticism, and modern theology; individuality, subjectivity, and the negation
of the church-mediated system of domination in relation to God and the sacred, and
consequently, biological, existential, religious, and mystical experiences, gained special
validity. Therefore, experience and its relationship with language, mind, memory,
emotions/feelings, body, context/context, tradition, and narrative became the focus of studies.
Gradually, the discussion of "diversity of experience” was raised, including types of religious
(James, Davis, etc.) and mystical (Otto, Stace, Katz, etc.) experience. In contrast to those who
insisted on the "immediacy" of religious and mystical experiences, some emphasized the
existence of "mediators” (Katz, etc.). This means that every experience occurs within a
framework that makes that experience possible. In a sense, mystical experience is not immune
to the mediating capacity of language and other mediators (including narrative). Language,
narrative, imagination, concept, and form are mediators and intermediaries that formulate and
transmit internal, abstract matters, ideas, and theories. Narrative as a mediator does not merely
reflect content, but is inseparable from content, meaning that it is not possible to achieve a
minimum of content (in this discussion, mystical experience) by setting aside narrative. This
means that the manner of narration, the act of narration, and the type of narration are also
content-creating. Rumi's narrative style in the Masnavi and his storytelling techniques, which
begin with tangible and pervasive human affairs and issues and familiar situations and gradually
deal with existential details, dead ends, failures, departures, and conclusions, cause the stories
and digressions of the Masnavi to simultaneously shape and advance two types of movement:
horizontal and expanding movement and deep and vertical movement. In this particular
narrative style, the level of the narrative and the “form of a legend" for the general audience
come into play, and the depth and inner nature of the narrative provide the ground for
metaphorical and interpretive understanding and immersive reading for specific and specific
audiences. In immersive reading, the audience/reader is provided with the opportunity to re-
experience (experience the initial experience). In this article, we first address the role of
narrative as a mediator, and then we demonstrate Rumi's specific methods of storytelling and
creating a platform for the audience's re-experiencing.

Keywords: Rumi's Masnavi, narrating, mystical experience, re-experiencing,
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

With the increasing importance of “experience” in the West—arising from
paradigmatic changes in science, philosophy, and theology, and under the influence
of movements such as the Reformation, Protestantism, Romanticism, and modern
theology—individuality, subjectivity, and the negation of church-mediated systems
of domination in relation to God and the sacred gained prominence. Consequently,
biological, existential, religious, and mystical experiences acquired special validity.

Therefore, experience and its relationship with language, mind, memory,
emotions/feelings, body, context, tradition, and narrative became the focus of study.
Gradually, the discussion of the “diversity of experience” emerged, including types
of religious (James, Davis, etc.) and mystical (Otto, Stace, Katz, etc.) experience.

In contrast to those who insisted on the “immediacy” of religious and mystical
experiences, some emphasized the existence of “mediators” (Katz, etc.). This
suggests that every experience occurs within a framework that makes that experience
possible. In this sense, mystical experience is not immune to the mediating capacity
of language and other mediators (including narrative).

Language, narrative, imagination, concepts, and form act as mediators that
formulate and transmit internal, abstract matters, ideas, and theories. Narrative, as a
mediator, does not merely reflect content but is inseparable from it; thus, it is not
possible to attain even a minimal level of content (in this case, mystical experience)
by setting aside narrative.

2. Methodology

In this study, we first consider narrative as a mediator and then examine Rumi’s
modes of narration as a means of enabling re-experience for the audience. The aim
of this study is not merely to understand narration or mystical experience, but to
focus on the audience’s re-experience.

We draw on four theoretical frameworks: Ricoeur’s theory of narrative, Fisher’s
narrative paradigm (objective connection), and Ingarden’s concept of indeterminacy
(points of non-recognition).

According to the assumption of this research, narrative is an indispensable form
of conceptualization and can serve as a suitable vehicle for expressing and
transmitting mystical experience. Mystical experience is an initial and
transformative experience that the mystic encounters directly and for the first time;
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therefore, it cannot be fully expressed. The mystic thus faces the limitations of
language and attempts to use negative, metaphorical, and narrative forms of
expression.

In the Masnavi, Rumi, as the author, places his own mystical experience at the
center of the narrative, and the reader (addressee) can re-experience it through
immersive reading. To explain how this is possible, the study examines the
characteristics of narrative, the reader, and different modes of reading, as well as the
concept of experience. In addition, the narrative, linguistic, and experiential features
of the Masnavi are analyzed.

3. Results

This study argues that narrative—its manner, act, and type—is also content-
generating. Rumi’s narrative style in the Masnhavi, along with his storytelling
techniques, begins with tangible and familiar human situations and gradually moves
toward existential details, dead ends, failures, departures, and conclusions.

This approach causes the stories and digressions of the Masnavi to generate and
advance two simultaneous movements: a horizontal, expansive movement and a
deep, vertical movement.

In this narrative style, the surface level of the narrative functions as a “legend-
like form” accessible to a general audience, while its depth and inner structure
provide the ground for metaphorical and interpretive understanding and immersive
reading for more specialized readers.

Thus, the audience can re-experience the author’s personal experience—here,
Rumi’s mystical experience. Through the stories of the Masnavi, Rumi teaches his
audience; they can learn about life, mystical truths, and develop a deeper
understanding of themselves.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

In immersive reading, the audience/reader is provided with the opportunity to re-
experience (that is, to experience the initial experience). This article first examines
the role of narrative as a mediator and then demonstrates Rumi’s specific methods
of storytelling in creating a platform for such re-experience.

Based on this study, it can be argued that the Masnavi is a work that contains
Rumi’s mystical experiences and, when accompanied by a proper mode of reading,
can enable the reader to re-experience those experiences.
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Re-experience results from the convergence of three components—narration,
reading, and imagination—which connect the worlds of the author and the reader
and create a shared space through which experience can be transmitted.

In this sense, the reader can inhabit the imagined world constructed by the author
and, alongside Rumi, re-experience what he experienced. Mystical experience is
profound and exceptional, and not everyone can access it; however, active
engagement with the Masnavi can facilitate this process, provided that the reader is
able to immerse themselves in the narrative and the imaginative world created by the
author.
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2. initial experience
3. gravity
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1. allegory

2. Juxtaposition

3. Abstractive & Concrete
4. Analogy
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1. embedding
2. Internalization & appropriation (KL « jamass)
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1. Horizontal
2. Vertical
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1. Boundary situation
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1. Holistic vision
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2. Repetition & alternation
3. Resonance
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