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Abstract

The term "mirror"” is among the high-frequency words in Persian poetry that has
undergone diverse semantic transformations across different periods. This article
aims to adopt an analytical-descriptive approach to trace the evolution of this term
from classical to contemporary poetry and to address the following question: Does
the word "mirror" convey new meaning(s) within the context of contemporary
poetry, particularly in the works of Forough Farrokhzad and Ahmad Shamlou? If
so, what are the reasons behind these conceptual transformations in contemporary
poetry?

To this end, the study first examines the dominant intellectual frameworks or
epistemological paradigms of these poets, as these paradigms provide the
overarching intellectual foundations that facilitate such semantic transformations.
Subsequently, drawing upon the theory of conceptual metaphors, the metaphors in
which the term "mirror" has undergone semantic changes will be analyzed to
determine which meaning appears most frequently in each poet’s work.

The findings of this study indicate that "mirror," in the poetry of both poets,
symbolizes "human.” However, Forough's "conscious human” is fundamentally
distinct from Shamlou's "evolved human," reflecting the distinct intellectual
paradigms of these two poets.

Keywords: Mirror, semantic evolution, contemporary poetry, epistemological
paradigm, conceptual metaphor
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The transformation of language is a natural phenomenon, for language is inherently
flexible and constantly reshaped in response to human social needs. Language, as a
whole, and vocabulary, as its smaller units, are alive; like life itself, they change and
undergo significant transformations. Even the language we use in our everyday
conversations evolves throughout our lifetime. In fact, human language is a
continually developing instrument that shifts over time through the semantic
associations of words. For example, the word “apple” primarily denoted a fruit, yet
today it also evokes the global technology corporation Apple Inc. This illustrates the
reality that language is contextual and shaped by the socio-cultural transformations
of its community. Consequently, semantic evolutions in words inevitably emerge in
the works of writers, poets, and playwrights—those who are the “children of their
own age.” The personal experiences of poets and writers, deeply embedded within
their social and cultural contexts, often lead to the metamorphosis and even the
creation of new meanings for words. Just as spoken language constantly changes,
the language of poetry—whose artistic medium is the word—undergoes
transformation, though at a deeper level. The first reason lies in the dual function of
words in poetry: “In poetry, words operate both as signifiers of meaning and as
auditory forms that convey emotions and moods through their very sound”
(Khanlari, 1988: 158, 164). Secondly, while spoken and written prose serve
primarily as tools for social communication, the language of poetry bears a more
profound responsibility, for “poetry is art, and the aim of art is not to satisfy primary
and immediate needs, but to address higher and secondary human necessities” (ibid:
64). With the gradual shift of Persian poetry from classical to modern forms,
alongside transformations in imagery, content, and atmosphere, significant lexical
changes also occurred. Some words, through the novel meanings bestowed upon
them by poets, created unprecedented poetic spaces that were rarely seen in classical
poetry. One such word is “mirror,” which constitutes the focus of this study. The
mirror is a recurring motif in Persian poetry, and poets across centuries have
highlighted different aspects of its symbolism according to their unique visions and
worldviews.

Methodology

Throughout the history of Persian poetry, the word “mirror” has undergone semantic
evolution that reflect new conceptualizations by poets, often referred to as
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“secondary meanings.” This article, using a descriptive-analytical approach,
explores the trajectory of semantic evolutions in the word “mirror.” The study
addresses the following questions:

1. Has the word “mirror” come to represent new meanings within contemporary
Persian poetry, particularly in the works of Nima, Forough, and Shamlou?

2. If so, what socio-cultural and intellectual factors underlie these semantic evolutions?
To this end, selected lines of poetry by Shamlou and Forough in which the word
“mirror” undergoes semantic evolutions have been examined. Among various
possible interpretations of each poem, one has been chosen as the basis for analysis.
Subsequently, the dominant intellectual paradigms of these poets have been
investigated, since such paradigms provide the epistemic frameworks that condition
semantic evolutions (here, “paradigm” refers to conceptual models, patterns, or sets
of beliefs that guide scientific and intellectual inquiry). Finally, through the lens of
conceptual metaphor theory, the word “mirror” is analyzed in the poetry of Forough
and Shamlou. Within this framework, “mirror” is treated as a target-domain concept,
while the source-domain concepts with which it is metaphorically mapped are
identified. The resulting data are organized into tables containing the metaphors and
their mappings. By examining and comparing these conceptual metaphors, the study
highlights the poets’ differing perspectives on the notion of the mirror.

Discussion and Conclusion

Due to the extensiveness of the tables derived from this study, they are not presented
here. However, the findings indicate that in contemporary Persian poetry, owing to
the rapid pace of political and social change as well as the heightened consciousness
of modern individuals, semantic evolution often varies even from one poet to
another. The modern human reinterprets universal existential concerns through new
experiences shaped by their lived reality and socio-historical conditions. In the works
of Forough and Shamlou, the mirror functions as a metaphor for the human being.
Yet, the human figure in their poetry differs fundamentally in epistemological
orientation. In Shamlou’s poetry, the mirror embodies the human as a social,
revolutionary, and freedom-seeking figure, interpreted through a humanist and
Marxist lens. In contrast, Forough employs the mirror to reflect existentialist
concerns, viewing it as a counterpart of her conscious self. For her, freedom arises
from awareness of life’s burdens, the search for meaning, and liberation from the
decay of millennia-old traditions. Thus, freedom for Forough implies individual
liberty, not the collective emancipation of the masses emphasized by Shamlou.
Although in both poets’ works the mirror corresponds to the human, Forough’s
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“conscious human” differs significantly from Shamlou’s socially “evolved human”.
Moreover, a comparison of the metaphors reveals that Shamlou uses a greater
number of innovative mirror-related metaphors than Forough. Nevertheless, the
metaphor “the human is a mirror” is the most frequent in both poets’ works. Notably,
the metaphor “I am the mirror” appears more often in Forough’s poetry than in
Shamlou’s. Of the twelve occurrences of this metaphor, Forough employs it in eight
cases, while Shamlou uses it in six out of twenty. This suggests Forough’s stronger
intimacy and emotional attachment to the mirror motif.
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Majma’ al-Fuzala’ by Muhammad-‘Arif Bukhara'1 is one of the general biographical Tazkiras
composed during the late tenth and early eleventh centuries AH (16™-17™ centuries CE). The work
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Poets Tazkiras are considered one of the most important sources of Persian literary
history. A considerable portion of the information available to literary historians
concerning poets and writers derives from these biographical anthologies. Each
tazkira possesses its own historical and literary significance and therefore deserves
independent scholarly study. Nevertheless, the critical editing and investigation of
certain tazkiras are of greater priority, particularly works that either exerted
substantial influence on the tazkira tradition or preserve materials unavailable in
other sources. The importance of such works becomes even greater in cases where
limited or fragmentary information survives concerning a particular literary milieu
or historical period. One notable example is Majma ' al-Fuzala’ by Muhammad-Arif
Bukhara’1, a general biographical Persian tazkira whose compilation began in the
closing years of the tenth century AH (sixteenth century CE) and continued into the
first quarter of the eleventh century AH (seventeenth century CE).

2. Methodology

This study is based on library research and textual analysis. Its primary sources
consist of manuscript materials, printed editions, and related historical and literary
works.

3. Results

Majma’ al-Fuzala’ by Muhammad-'Arif Bukhara’i is one of the important general
biographical Persian tazkiras of the late tenth and early eleventh centuries AH. The
work contains important information about the literary situation and the lives and
poems of poets from Iran, Transoxiana, and the Indian subcontinent. Despite the
significance of this tazkira, very few witnesses of the text have survived. At present,
only one manuscript copy—the Lahore manuscript—and a transcription prepared by
Nafisi are known. The previously published edition of the work was based
exclusively on Nafisi’s transcription, despite its numerous omissions and textual
inaccuracies. The new critical edition of Majma’ al-Fuzala’ has therefore been
prepared primarily on the basis of the Lahore manuscript while also collating
Nafisi’s transcription. In addition, the author’s source materials and the diwans of
the poets cited in the tazkira were consulted in order to emend corrupt readings and
restore omitted passages.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

Existing biographical accounts of Muhammad-‘Arif Bukhara’1 are generally brief
and, in some cases, inaccurate. The present study re-examines and corrects several
previously accepted assumptions regarding the author’s life and works.

1-

The author’s poetic pen name has frequently been misrecorded as “Baqa’'1”
on the basis of unreliable printed texts containing numerous transcriptional
and typographical errors. However, all known manuscripts of Majma’ al-
Fuzala’ consistently record the name as “Liqa’'1.”

The similarity between his name and pen name and those of two other tazkira
writers—Abu al-Baqa’ Tafreshi (pen name: Baga'1) and Muhammad Darabi
(pen name: ‘Arif)—has led to confusion among later researchers.
His birthplace is Bukhara, but some have mistakenly considered him to be
from Badakhshan.

Before migrating to India, he travelled through several regions, including
Balkh, Shahr-i Sabz, Tashkent, Fergana, Iski Bag Khazar, and Andigan. This
itinerary contradicts the assumption that he departed directly from Fergana to
India.

Most previous sources state that he entered India in 979 AH (1571-72 CE).
However, the evidence suggests that the word sab n in these reports is likely
a scribal corruption of #is n. Since the author was demonstrably present in
Transoxiana until at least 995 AH (1587 CE), and since he dedicated Majma’
al-Fuzala’ during this period to the ruler of Andigan, it is more probable that
his arrival in India occurred in 999 AH (1591 CE).

From approximately 999 to 1005 AH (1591-1597 CE), his movements can
be traced through various regions, including Orissa, Bengal, Agra, the district
of Wazirpur in Sarkar-i Bayana, the Deccan, Gujarat, Agra, Lahore, Agra,
Mandu, the Deccan, Ahmadnegar, Baran in the province of Ranthambore,
and the banks of the Ganges River.

He praised ‘Abdullah Khan Shaybani, the ruler of Transoxiana, and Esfandiar
ibn Khusraw, the ruler of Andegan, in his poems, and was introduced among
the poets of Jalal al-Din Akbar and his son Jahangir, the rulers of India, but
he himself did not mention the latter subject.

Mushfeqi Bukhara'1, Khaki Balkhi, Malek Qomi, and Nizamuddin Ahmad
were among his teachers, and Qazi Abulfayz and Muhammad-Ayyub
Tashkenti were among his students.
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9- While passing and living in different regions, he met some poets, such as
Fagari Samargandi in Bukhara, Mirak Wesali and Saleh Nedai in Balkh,
Najmi Kashmiri in Shahr-e Sabz, Sharhi Jami in Fergana, Dakhli Gilani in
Lahore, Mahzouni Samargandi in Baran town of Ranthambore Sobe, etc.

10- Although some sources claim that Muhammad- Arif survived until 1025 AH
(1616-17 CE), the available evidence indicates only that he was alive until
1019 AH (1610-11 CE), and he most likely died before 1025 AH.

The preparation of a new critical edition of Majma’ al-Fuzala’ became necessary
because of major deficiencies in the previous printed edition, including:

1- incomplete or severely defective biographies;

2- the omission of 112 entries;

3- defect of some sentences and verse;

4- absence of some sentences and verses;

5- incorrect recordings in many biographies;

6- failure to use the sources of Majma’ al-Fuzald’ and the poets’ diwans in correcting
incorrect and incomplete recordings;

7- infiltrating additions and critical editions based on Hashem Shayeq's speculations to
the original text of the tazkira;

8- lack of a scholarly introduction on the descriptive bibliography and codicology of
the work, the complete biography of the author, the necessity and method of critical
edition;

9- lack of useful annotations for textual problems and historical and geographical
proper nouns and transcribing biographies from later and unreliable sources.

The Lahore’s manuscript and the Nafisi’s transcription appear to derive from two
distinct recensions of Majma’ al-Fuzala’, and their variant readings have therefore
not been combined in the new critical edition. In addition to a comprehensive
introduction, the new edition includes annotations in textual, historical,
geographical, and lexical categories, as well as detailed indices of personal names,
place names, books and treatises, verses, and hemistichs.
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Abstract

Before the discovery of the unique manuscript of ‘Azod Sarraf’s divan, his poetry,
including his versified Sindbadnameh, was attributed to ‘Azod Yazdi. His
independent identity also remained unknown. It is now established that ‘Azod
Sarraf was a later poet than ‘Azod Yazdi. He was a contemporary of Hafez and held
an administrative position at the court of the Muzaffarids for years. Their divans
contain mutual remonstrances, implying accusations of plagiarism. The striking
similarities and shared motifs in the poetry of Hafez and ‘Azod Sarraf suggest an
inevitable rivalry and contention between them. It appears that the most prominent
instance of the term modda 7 (claimant) in Hafez’s poetry refers to ‘Azod Sarraf.
The resemblance between ‘Azod and Hafez is not limited to their poetry; both held
official positions in the Muzaffarid administration, their birth and death occurred
within close temporal proximity, and it is highly probable that they were born in the
same city. Examining the life and poetry of ‘Azod Sarraf not only sheds light on a
forgotten poet but also provides valuable insights into Hafez’s standing within the
Muzaffarid court and his literary conflicts with contemporary poets. This study,
through a descriptive-analytical approach and content analysis, explores for the first
time the dimensions of ‘Azod and Hafez’s rivalry as reflected in their verses.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In Parviz Natel Khanlari’s edition of the Divan of Hafez, the word modda T
(“claimant” or “pretender”) appears thirteen times, while modda ‘iyan (“‘claimants”)
except for a single case in which modda 7 functions adjectivally for “physicians,”
the term generally refers to a figure already familiar to the poet and at least some of
his audience. Lexically, modda T denotes one who lays claim, a plaintiff, adversary,
boaster, opponent, rival, or one who pretends to parity with another (Dehkhoda, s.v.
“modda‘T”). Given this semantic range, the question arises whether this recurring
figure in Hafez’s poetry can be identified more precisely.

Certain allusions in Hafez’s poems indicate that by modda ‘iyan he means some
of his contemporary poets. In one verse, the point of contention between Hafez and
these rivals is introduced as “rendaneh poetry” (“libertine” or “antinomian” poetry).
Elsewhere, the subject of rivalry between Hafez and the modda T is eloquence
(fasahat), which clearly pertains to the craft of poetic composition—the very art in
which the rival possesses no genuine skill, while remaining oblivious to his own
inadequacy. In another poem, Hafez explicitly describes the modda ‘iyan as his
“colleagues” (hamkaran), and since he speaks there of “discourse” (hadith) and
“imagination” (khiyal), he unmistakably has fellow poets in mind.

Thus, through his deliberate use of the word modda 7, Hafez either brands the
person in question as a false claimant to poetic talent or rejects that poet’s pretension
of superiority over his own verse. It is equally possible that the rival poet had accused
Hafez of plagiarism or appropriation of wording and meaning. Literary history
furnishes numerous examples of such disputes and rivalries among contemporary
poets. The question remains, however: who were these poetic “claimants” and
“colleagues” to whom Hafez refers?

Methodology

One of the clearest instances of the modda ‘iyan in Hafez’s poetry is ‘Azod Sarraf.
Using content analysis within a descriptive-analytical framework, the present study
examines extant evidence in the poetry of Hafez and ‘Azod Sarraf in order to
elucidate the dimensions of rivalry and antagonism between these two contemporary
poets.
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Findings

Prior to the discovery of what appears to be the unique surviving manuscript of the
Divan of ‘Azod Sarraf in the ‘Aref Hekmat Library (located within the King
Abdulaziz Library in Medina), virtually no information about this poet was
available. Because his poetic pen name (takhallos), “‘Azod,” was identical to that of
Sayyed ‘Azod Yazdi (the father of Jalal “Azod), the two poets were frequently
conflated. The author of Kholasat al-Ash‘ar va Zobdat al-Afkar merged his
biography with that of ‘Azod Yazdi and mistakenly attributed the profession of

‘Azod Sarraf:

“In Munes al-Ahrar, the name of Sayyed ‘Azod appears everywhere as
‘Sayyed ‘Azod al-Yazdi,” whereas in one miscellany, preserved on
microfilm no. F267 in the Central Library of the University, his name
appears as ‘Sayyed ‘Azod Sarraf.” I do not suppose that this Sayyed ‘Azod
Sarraf, who is listed in that miscellany among other ghazal poets of the

With the valuable information now available about ‘Azod, we know that
significant similarities existed between him and Hafez. The principal points of
resemblance are as follows:

- Their dates of birth were probably close to one another.

- Their dates of death also seem to have been close.

- Both were natives of Shiraz.

- Both were poets.

- Both held bureaucratic or chancery positions.

- Both shared the same patrons, including Shah Abu Eshaq Inju, Shah Shoja“
Mozaffari, Sultan Oveys Jalayer, Shah Yahya Mozaffari, and Shah Mansur
Mozaffari.

Apart from artistic stature, these similarities corroborate previous assertions
concerning Hafez’s employment in governmental and bureaucratic offices and
demonstrate that such service was not unique to him. This comparable social position
could naturally provide grounds for rivalry and conflict. As noted earlier, Hafez
expresses concern that the “counterfeiter of the city” (qallab-e shahr)—that is, the
“money-changer” (sarrdf)—might appropriate his “ruby-like subtleties” under his
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own name. The author of Sharaf-nameh-ye Monirt identifies this “counterfeiter of
the city” as Sayyed ‘Azod Sarraf.

Moreover, in the same ghazal, Hafez compares his own position vis-a-vis his rival
colleagues to that of a brocade-weaver (zardiiz) in contrast to a mat-weaver
(bariyabaf). Significantly, ‘Azod Sarraf composed a poem in the same meter and
rhyme as Hafez’s ghazal, in which he likens the product of the “base and ignoble
temperament of the babbling envious man” to a worthless coarse fabric (pelas)
devoid of value when compared to his own refined “hair-cloth” (sha ). He further
insists that the rival’s “merchandise” consists merely of counterfeit gold, the falsity
of which no one can discern better than a sarraf—that is, himself. Clearly, ‘Azod
was angered by Hafez’s accusation that he was a counterfeiter and thief of precious
poetic subtleties. He responds by admonishing Hafez to recognize his true station
and to realize that, contrary to his claim of being a brocade-weaver, he is nothing
more than a weaver of coarse cloth.

Discussion and Conclusion

Hafez and ‘Azod Sarraf were two contemporary poets from the same city, both
employed in the bureaucratic administration of the Muzaffarid court. Their births
and deaths likewise occurred within a relatively close span of time. The affinities
between their poems—in diction, imagery, themes, and motifs—are remarkably
extensive. Although Hafez’s Divan shares certain commonalities with the poetry of
other poets, these similarities are more numerous in relation to the poetry of ‘Azod
Sarraf than to any other contemporary poet.

These close correspondences led both poets to accuse one another of literary
appropriation (entekal). This dispute is reflected in the poetry of both Hafez and
‘Azod. In several of his poems, Hafez directs veiled criticisms at certain
contemporary poets, referring to them collectively as modda ‘iyan (“claimants” or
“pretenders”). The present study argues that ‘Azod Sarraf was, in all probability, the
foremost example of these “claimant colleagues.” Conversely, ‘Azod’s poetry also
contains insinuations and accusations directed against Hafez.

These poetic rivalries yield valuable information regarding the fluctuations of
Hafez’s bureaucratic career and the competition among power factions within the
Muzaffarid court. Furthermore, a closer understanding of ‘Azod Sarraf, together with
careful reflection on his poetry and life, demonstrates that Hafez’s engagement in
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governmental service was neither unique nor implausible. Through this perspective,
new avenues are opened for understanding the personality, life, and poetry of Hafez.
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Narrating Crisis and the Reconstruction of Collective Feeling in
Sohbat-e Sang va Sabii: A Study Based on Raymond Williams’s
Theory
Narges Oskouie!
Abstract

Raymond Williams’ theory of the “structure of feeling,” which emphasizes emotions,
lived experience, and prevailing cultural forces, provides a framework for
understanding the dynamics of social transformations within literary texts. At historical
moments on the brink of change, feelings, lived experiences, and the hidden rhythms
of culture manifest themselves in narrative and literary forms before formal structures
have the chance to respond. Iranian Constitutional literature emerged within such
turbulent transitions, when dominant intellectual, political, and social structures were
destabilized by emerging forces. This study applies Williams’ framework to Salim
Khan Adib al-Hokama’s Sohbat-e¢ Sang va Sabt, reading it as a cultural text that,
through humor, imagery, and narrative, represents and critiques addiction as a
structural phenomenon in the Qajar era. By analyzing seven key elements—including
critiques of traditional medicine as residual structures, depictions of monarchy and
addicted armies as dominant or flawed structures, the collapse of social order, and the
emergence of a new structure of feeling as a form of cultural resistance—the study
demonstrates how the work produces a critical and awareness-raising narrative within
prevailing discourses. By shifting the addict’s position from “criminal” to “social
patient,” the author not only responds to the structural crisis of his time but also
constructs an empathetic, ethically grounded vision of cultural reconstruction. This
analysis highlights the interrelation of language, form, humor, and critical
consciousness, showing that Sohbat-e Sang va Sabi functions not merely as a critical
text but as a space for the emergence of an alternative structure of feeling in opposition
to the dominant cultural order of the Constitutional period.

Keywords: structure of feeling, Raymond Williams, Iranian Constitutional literature,
Sohbat-e Sang va Sabi, cultural discourse, critical consciousness, addiction critique.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study examines the representation of social crisis and the reconstruction of
collective feeling in Sokbat-e Sang va Sabii (Conversation of the Stone and the Wine
Jug) by Mirza Salim Khan Adib al-Hokama, through the theoretical framework of
Raymond Williams, particularly his concept of the “structure of feeling.” Williams,
one of the founding figures of British Cultural Studies, reconceptualized culture not
as a collection of elite artistic products but as a lived process embedded in historical
and material conditions. His notion of the structure of feeling refers to shared yet not
fully institutionalized forms of experience, affect, and perception that characterize a
particular historical moment (Williams, 1977). These emergent configurations of
feeling often appear in literary and artistic works before they become stabilized as
formal ideologies.

Situated in the socio-political context of late Qajar Iran and the Constitutional
era, Sohbat-e Sang va Sabui addresses the widespread crisis of opium addiction.
Addiction, which had gradually expanded since the Safavid period and intensified
during the Qajar era, had become a deeply rooted social and cultural phenomenon
affecting diverse social classes—from court elites and intellectuals to soldiers and
ordinary citizens. Rather than treating addiction merely as a moral failing or
individual weakness, Adib al-Hokama situates it within broader structures of
governance, medical discourse, and social decay.

This research argues that Sokbat-e Sang va Sabii is not merely a historical
document or moral treatise but a cultural intervention that participates in shaping
critical consciousness during a transitional historical moment. Through satire,
narrative experimentation, and discursive displacement, the text both reflects and
reconstructs collective feeling in an era marked by constitutional aspirations,
political instability, and social disintegration. By mobilizing Williams’s categories
of dominant, residual, and emergent cultural formations, this study demonstrates
how the text negotiates competing forces within Qajar society and contributes to the
formation of a new structure of feeling aligned with reformist and constitutionalist
sensibilities.
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2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, interpretive approach grounded in interdisciplinary
cultural-literary analysis. The primary analytical framework is Raymond Williams’s
cultural materialism, particularly his concepts of dominant, residual, and emergent
structures, alongside the structure of feeling as elaborated in Marxism and Literature
(1977).

The text is analyzed as an active cultural artifact rather than a passive reflection
of historical conditions. Accordingly, attention is given to multiple levels of meaning
production:

e Narrative structure and characterization, including allegorical figures
such as “Mr. Opium-Smoker” and other symbolic personae;
e Language and stylistic hybridity, including the interplay between ornate
classical prose and colloquial expressions;
o Discursive strategies, especially satire, irony, and caricature;
e Representations of social institutions, including traditional medicine, the
absolutist state, the military, and religious groups.
Through close reading, the study identifies how the text articulates tensions among
residual (traditional medical beliefs and mystical practices), dominant (Qajar
absolutism and hegemonic power structures), and emergent (constitutionalism,
scientific rationality, reformist consciousness) cultural formations.

Rather than isolating addiction as a social pathology, the analysis situates it
within a network of cultural meanings and institutional failures. Special attention is
given to moments where emotional intensities—disillusionment, irony, indignation,
anxiety, and hope—coalesce into a shared sensibility that signals a shifting structure
of feeling. In line with Williams’s theory, these affective elements are treated as
historically significant indicators of cultural transition.

3. Discussion

The findings reveal that Sokbat-e Sang va Sabi constructs a multi-layered critique
of Qajar society by exposing the complicity of various institutions in the proliferation
of addiction. Three principal forces are foregrounded: traditional physicians
promoting opium as medicine, the absolutist state, and a morally deteriorated
military.

First, the text critiques traditional medicine as a residual structure—a cultural
formation inherited from the past that continues to operate despite its
incompatibility with modern scientific discourse. By satirizing charlatan physicians
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and absurd remedies, Adib al-Hokama exposes the persistence of pre-modern
epistemologies that legitimize addiction. These residual elements are not passive
survivals but active components of hegemonic continuity, reinforcing outdated
norms and resisting reform.

Second, the Qajar state is depicted as the dominant structure responsible for
institutional decay. The government appears not as a protective authority but as a
facilitator of corruption, negligence, and moral decline. Through biting satire and
ironic narration, the author challenges the naturalization of political authority—a
process Williams identifies as central to cultural hegemony. By destabilizing the
state’s legitimacy in narrative form, the text opens discursive space for
constitutional critique and reformist aspirations.

Third, the portrayal of an addicted and ineffective military symbolizes the collapse of
modernization efforts. The army, ostensibly a sign of national renewal, remains
entangled in both residual traditions and dominant corruption. This image reflects a
deeper crisis of confidence and contributes to what may be interpreted as a shared
emotional register of distrust and anxiety—a core component of the emergent
structure of feeling.

A particularly significant transformation occurs in the representation of the addict.
In dominant Qajar discourse, the addict was often stigmatized as morally corrupt and
socially disposable. Adib al-Hokama rearticulates this figure as a social patient
rather than a criminal deviant. This discursive displacement marks a shift in cultural
perception: addiction becomes a symptom of systemic dysfunction rather than
individual immorality. Such redefinition reflects an emergent ethical sensibility
aligned with reformist and proto-modern social thought.

Moreover, the stylistic hybridity of the text—its mixture of elevated classical
prose, colloquial language, satire, digressions, and narrative fragmentation—mirrors
the instability of a society in transition. The restless, digressive structure embodies
what Williams describes as the lived, affective dimension of historical change.
Language itself becomes a site of cultural struggle, generating collective feelings of
ridicule, indignation, resistance, and cautious hope.

Through humor and exaggeration, Adib al-Hokama does more than criticize; he
cultivates a shared emotional community among readers. Satire functions as a
medium for collective recognition, enabling society to perceive its own
contradictions. In this sense, the text participates actively in constructing a new
cultural horizon, anticipating ideological transformation through affective
realignment.
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4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that So/bat-e Sang va Sabii is not merely a reflection of
Qajar social realities but a performative cultural act engaged in reconstructing
collective feeling during the Constitutional era. By applying Raymond Williams’s
theoretical framework, particularly the concepts of dominant, residual, emergent
formations and the structure of feeling, the analysis reveals the text’s dynamic role
in mediating historical transition.

Adib al-Hokama exposes residual medical beliefs, critiques the dominant
absolutist state, and portrays institutional decay, especially within the military.
Simultaneously, he articulates an emergent structure of feeling characterized by
critical awareness, ethical reconsideration, and reformist aspiration. The redefinition
of the addict as a social patient signals a profound discursive shift, reflecting broader
transformations in moral and social imagination.

The stylistic and linguistic complexity of the text reinforces this cultural work.
Its hybrid prose and satirical mode generate a lived emotional resonance that
precedes formal ideological articulation. In Williams’s terms, the text captures the
affective texture of a generation experiencing crisis and striving toward renewal.

Ultimately, Sokbat-e Sang va Sabu should be understood as an active participant
in the cultural struggles of its time. It not only documents the crisis of addiction but
contributes to reshaping collective consciousness by challenging hegemonic
narratives and fostering a new configuration of shared feeling. Through its interplay
of satire, narrative experimentation, and cultural critique, the work exemplifies how
literature can function as both a site of representation and an agent of historical
transformation.
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Reconstructing Shams-i Tabrizi’s Hermeneutical Theory through

an Examination of His Views on the Necessity of Interpretation
Mostafa Jalili Taghavian®

Abstract

An important concern in contemporary hermeneutics revolves around
understanding the connection between classical texts and us. How can an interpreter
establish a link with these texts, and what path should be taken to approach them?
Today, some prominent scholars of interpretation argue that the interpreter enters
into a dialogue with the text by presenting questions and thus engages it in an
inquiry. In line with this perspective, the present study raises the following question
regarding Magalat-e Shams (The Discourses of Shams Tabrizi): why is
interpretation necessary? Even though Shams’ discussions on interpretation appear
scattered, at least two justifications for this question can be identified from his work.
First, the variety of perspectives that exist among humans, and second, observance
of station (ri ‘ayat-i magam). Shams considers these two factors as reasons why
certain statements require interpretation. Given his special linguistic application, he
employs notable expressions to express his ideas, some of which are analyzed in
this article. This study aims to reconstruct the hermeneutical theory of Shams
Tabrizi, if his insights may be termed a “theory”.

Keywords: Sham Tabrizi, Necessity of Interpretation, Perspective, Observance of
station, Horizon
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The topic of esoteric interpretation (ta’wil) of the Quran has been discussed among
Muslims, more or less, since around the third century AH (ninth century CE). In fact,
the word ta’wil appears many times in the Quran. The two terms muhkam (clear)
and mutashabih (ambiguous), together with ta’wil, formed a triangle that prompted
Islamic sects and intellectual currents to pause and reflect on the possibility of an
outward (zahir) and inward (batin) dimension in the Quran. The question of esoteric
interpretation is reflected sporadically in the sayings of the Companions, the
Successors, and the leaders of the various sects. Shams-i Tabrizi is among those
mystics from whom scattered sayings have survived. An examination of these
utterances reveals that he would, from time to time, engage in reflections on the
nature of ta’wil itself; these reflections are, however, entirely dispersed, and there is
a need for scholars to give them order. One of the discussions that can be inferred
from his sayings is the question of why interpretation is necessary. This discussion
arises in response to the implicit question: “Whence comes the necessity of
interpreting certain speech?”” The hallmark of this question is that it can be put to
anyone who holds a doctrine about interpretation, be they from the past or the
present—whether Augustine, Ibn ‘Arabi, or Nietzsche. Anyone who entertains an
idea about esoteric interpretation must, inevitably, confront this question. We have
placed this question before Shams-i Tabrizi so that, on the one hand, we may arrive
at his position concerning the why of interpretation, and, on the other, organize his
scattered opinions on esoteric interpretation in the light of this question.

Methodology

The author’s method was to strive, in order to avoid falling into mechanical analysis,
to return to the very text of Shams’s sayings rather than impose from the outset a
specific hermeneutic theory—such as Schleiermacher’s viewpoint or others—as a
model for analyzing and systematizing the material in the Magalat (Discourses). By
gathering fragments that carried a whiff of general hermeneutical concerns and
examining them, he posed questions before Shams-i Tabrizi. It goes without saying
that a “hermeneutic circle” was also at work in this process, meaning that we were
constantly shuttling back and forth between what we recalled of existing theories
and what the text was presenting before us.
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Results

Any interpretive theory must attend to the question of why, fundamentally, there
exists the possibility of disclosure and renewed awareness in language. Why does
the addressee have the right to interpret speech? Does language possess a
characteristic that allows us to engage in this act, or is it our mind and its
particularities that provide such a warrant? Questions of this sort all seek to clarify
the causes that render ta’wil inevitable. Precisely here, a distinction must be drawn
between these questions and those concerning the methods of interpretation; for
when we speak of methods, we are seeking to understand the interpreter’s procedure
and the predispositions he considers for this act.

Now, in light of the foregoing, it is clear what it is—or better, what
causes—we are looking for in this article. An examination of the utterances
contained in the Maqgalat of Shams indicates that, in answer to the question of
what factors are at work to occasion the interpretation of certain speech, two
fundamental factors that are of importance to Shams may be pointed to. These
two factors are:

1. The existence of perspective (cheshm-andaz)
2. The observance of the addressee’s station (ri‘ayat-i maqam-i mukhatab)

Discussion and Conclusion
Distilling a theory from the scattered views of the Sufis is a difficult task.
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In the cataloguing of the manuscripts of Saba’s Shahanshahname, errors and slips
are evident in both the codicological and textual aspects. The present article is
dedicated to reporting codicological errors; therefore, we have examined
components such as registration and numbering, name of copyist, date of copying,
number of illustrations, and the count of folios and lines as described in specialized
and composite catalogues. Bearing in mind that researchers and editors are
inevitably required to consult catalogues, the correction of these errors and mistakes
becomes necessary. Through this study, the preparation of a revised inventory of
the manuscripts of Shahanshahname becomes possible, and the textual description
and codicological research on it gain credibility. In this research, a descriptive-
analytical method with a comparative approach has been employed. To this end, we
first gathered and recorded the codicological components of each manuscript from
the specialized and composite catalogues. Then, relying on images of the
manuscripts, we verified each component in order to identify the incorrect items.
To organize the research, we classified these items based on codicological
components and presented each under the respective component with the
manuscript’s details. While correcting, we also endeavored to trace the origins of
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Shahanshahname of Fath'ali Khan Saba of Kashan, commissioned by Fath'ali
Shah Qajar, is one of the most significant historical-epic poems of the Qajar period.
Despite its importance, the complete text has never been published, and its
manuscript copies—fifty-three in total—are scattered across libraries and museums
in Iran and abroad. Thirty-six copies are preserved in lIranian institutions and
seventeen in foreign collections. Among these, thirty-five contain the full text, while
others are fragmentary or selective.

Cataloguing these manuscripts, undertaken in both dedicated and general Persian
manuscript inventories, has been marked by numerous descriptive and technical
errors. While European catalogues tend to show a higher degree of accuracy, Iranian
ones contain considerable inaccuracies—ranging from duplications and
misattributions to incorrect data concerning copyists, dates, foliation, and
illumination details. Recognizing these errors is crucial for future textual description
and scholarly editing of Shahanshahname.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical and comparative method, examining
various catalogues—individual (e.g., Majlis, Melli, Malik, Sana, Tabriz, Meshkat,
Dehkhoda) and composite (e.g., Fihrist-e Nuskheh-ha-ye Khatti-ye Farsi, Fankha,
and Dena)—to identify and analyze cataloguing mistakes. Cross-checking was
conducted with the actual manuscripts (through digital images) to determine the
exact nature and sources of these errors.

3. Discussion
The analysis reveals six principal categories of codicological errors:

1. Registration and numbering mistakes — including the double registration of single
manuscripts and misreferenced entries. For instance, the Tehran, Melli, No. 1111
manuscript appears twice in the Persian general catalogue with inconsistent data,
and Tehran, Melli, Nos. 129 and 23 (No. 282) were incorrectly treated as separate
volumes though they form a single copy.

2. Errors in identifying copyists (scribes) — the most pervasive type of mistake. The
introduction (dibacheh) by Abdol-Vahhab Musavi Esfahani (Neshat) was
repeatedly misinterpreted as the scribe's signature, leading to his incorrect
identification as the copyist of at least five manuscripts, even one written after his
death (1244 AH). Examples include Tehran, Melli, Nos. 23 and 129, Vienna,
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National Library, No. A.F.1, and Hyderabad, Talpurs' Collection, No. 101. The
study also deciphers hidden or abjad-encoded names (e.g., Ahmad, son of Mirza
Ali-Askar Tafreshi, in Tehran University, No. 103) and corrects cases of
paleographic misreading, such as confusing Mirza Lotfali with Mirza Fathali.

3. Dating errors — arising from misreadings of handwritten numerals or
misunderstanding of contextual evidence. For example, the Tehran, Melli, No. 1111
copy was dated 1202 instead of 1232 AH due to misreading the ligature of "thirty"
in Persian script.

4. Annotations and marginal notes — occasionally helpful, but sometimes misleading.
Some library notes, accession records, or ownership remarks were mistaken for
scribal colophons, thus causing chronological and attributional confusion.

5. Illustration count and description — discrepancies between catalogues range widely.
For example, the Malik Library, No. 5998 manuscript is described as having 18, 25,
or 28 miniatures depending on the source; the accurate number is twenty-five.

6. Foliation and line count — common numerical inconsistencies are found in both
specialized and composite catalogues, such as confusing page count with line count
(e.g.,"15 pages" misread as "15 lines" in Melli, No. 1111). In several cases, scribal
fatigue or varying line density also caused miscounting.

Across these six categories, the causes of error fall into two broad groups:

A. Technical or typographical errors, often arising during typesetting or cross-
referencing between catalogues.

B. Scholarly or observational oversights, such as haste, inattentiveness to
colophons, or misinterpretation of handwriting and abbreviations.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Iranian catalogues of Shahanshahname manuscripts
contain a notably high density of codicological inaccuracies, ranging from
typographical faults to substantive misreadings. The most critical among these
involve the misidentification of scribes—particularly the repeated confusion
between Neshat Esfahani as author of the preface and as the supposed copyist. Other
frequent errors concern the numbering, dating, and enumeration of folios, lines, and
illustrations.

By systematically tracing and correcting these inconsistencies, the research
contributes toward a revised and reliable inventory of Shahanshahname manuscripts,
essential for any future critical edition or philological study. Moreover, the analysis
highlights methodological weaknesses in Persian manuscript cataloguing
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traditions—specifically, overreliance on prior catalogues without direct manuscript
inspection, and insufficient verification of paleographical and historical details.

Therefore, the study emphasizes the need for comprehensive re-cataloguing and
scholarly review of Iranian manuscript holdings, guided by modern codicological
standards. Only through such revision can the textual transmission and artistic
heritage of Shahanshahname be accurately understood and preserved.
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