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Analysis and Classification of the Consequences and Effects or Mystical

Experiences in Sufism Prose Texts
Milad Salahi Khékhali, Ghodratollatiraher?

Abstract

Mystical experiences, referred to by various terms, occupy a central place in m»
traditions across different cultures, including Iranian Sufism. The attainment of
experiences and extraordinary states has often been regarded as the ultimaftéhgo.
mystical path. Reports of mystical experiences in Sufi texts indicate that their signifi
derives largely from the transformations they bring about in the knowledge, beh
psyche, and emotions of the mystic. Drawing on major works of Sagedrom the third
to the eighth centuries AH, this study identifies, classifies, and analyzes the effec
consequences of mystical experiences as recorded either by the mystics themselv
those who described and interpreted their experiencethefmore, an examination ¢
these consequences contributes to a deeper understanding of the nature of r
experience itself. These consequences may be identified and classified into five cate
epistemic consequences, meisgsychological consemnces, practicdlehavioral
consequences, bodily manifestations as embodied consequences, handectatic
utterance), which is the linguistic consequence of these mystical unveilings and
inspirations. Attention has also been given to misleadingspiritually obstructive
consequences. Among these categories, epistemic consequences may themselves |
divided into several subcategories. Psychological consequences likewise occ
prominent place in contemporary scholarship and may cotdribm establishing &
meaningful dialogue between mysticism and the modern world. Clarifying the reme
three categoriés behavioral, embodied, and linguistic consequemaepresents a ste|
forward in understanding mystical experiences within the Sufitioa.

Keywords: Mystical Experiences; Effects and consequences of Mystical Experie
Sufism Prose Texts
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Mystical experiences have always occupied a central position in Sufi traditions and Islamic

mysticism. Sufi thinkers considered these experiences not reaneljonal or spiritual

moments, but profound encounters capable of t
reality, selfhood, and the divine. Persian prose texts of Sufism from the third to the eighth

centuries AH contain numerous reports of mysticakilings, visions, and spiritual states
described through concepts such as kashf (un
(ecstatic state). The present study examines the significance of these experiences by

focusing specifically on their consequencesedfetts from the perspective of the mystics

themselves. The research argues that one of the main reasons for the high value attributed

to mystical experiences in Sufi traditions lies in the enduring results they leave upon the

seeker 6 s mi nwledge, amd @dndud. Misrqugh lamamalysis of major Sufi

prose works, the study seeks to identify and classify the consequences of mystical

experiences and to clarify their role in shaping mystical life and understanding. The

research also aims to contribtibecontemporary discussions of spirituality by showing

that mystical experiences were understood not only as private revelations but also as
transformative forces affecting cognition, psychology, bodily expression, and ethical

behavior. By examining thesiimensions, the article provides a broader understanding of

the place of mystical experiences in classical Persian Sufism.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptigaalytical approach based on textual analysis of major

Persian and Arabic Sufi prose weicomposed between the third and eighth centuries AH.

The primary sources include important mystical texts suchas Kastfal Ur by Ruz bi han
Baqli, Hawmbdi bymilMajKwbala, Ma@inOWalad, andy Baha al
writings attributed to Hakim Tirrdhi, along with foundational manuals of Sufism

including atL u ma 6, Ruskalriyya, aral | Kashf -Mahjub. The research

investigates passages in which mystics directly describe their spiritual experiences or

interpreters explain the consequences agdtexperiences. The collected examples were

analyzed comparatively and categorized according to recurring themes and functions.

Particular attention was given to the language used by Sufis to explain the effects of

mystical states on knowledge, emotiobghavior, and bodily reactions. The study

intentionally avoids relying heavily on hagiographical sources because of their tendency

toward exaggeration and miradentered narration. Instead, it focuses on texts that

preserve experiential and reflectiveaants of mystical states. Through this method, the

research identifies major categories of mystical consequences and examines their
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similarities and distinctions. The approach combines classical textual scholarship with
insights drawn from modern studiglsmysticism and psychology, especially discussions
influenced by William James and contemporary research on spiritual experiences.

Results

The study classifies the consequences of mystical experiences in Sufi prose literature into
five major categories.h first and most significant category is epistemological outcomes.
Mystics frequently describe mystical experience as a source of certainty, direct knowledge,
awareness of divine realities, altered perceptions of time and existence, and states of
wonder o bewilderment. The second category consists of psychological and emotional
effects. These include inner peace, joy, expansion of consciousness, fearlessness, hope,
love, and emotional transformation. Such experiences often produce a lasting sense of
sereity and meaning in life. The third category involves practical and behavioral
consequences related to spiritual progress. Mystical experiences are portrayed as guides
that help seekers overcome spiritual obstacles, deepen detachment from worldly concerns,
and intensify longing for union with God. The fourth category includes bodily
manifestations such as trembling, crying, ecstasy, unconsciousness, dancing, and tearing
garments during states of spiritual ecstasy. These reactions are interpreted as physical
expressions of overwhelming spiritual intensity. The final category is linguistic expression

in the form ofs h a iy @iJdcstatic utterances. Sufis viewed these paradoxical and
emotionally charged expressions as spontaneous verbal outpourings resoiting fr
powerful mystical states. In addition, the study acknowledges the existence of misleading
or deceptive experiences produced by imagination or ego, which some Sufi authors
considered dangerous deviations from authentic mystical insight.

Discussion and Caclusion

The findings demonstrate that mystical experiences in Persian Sufi literature were regarded
as transformative events with enduring intellectual, emotional, behavioral, bodily, and
linguistic consequences. Sufis considered these experiencesevaliatierely because

of the momentary wecstasy they produced,

worldview and spiritual identity. Among the identified categories, epistemological
consequences occupy the central place, since mystical experience nvasddtstood as

a form of direct and certain knowledge inaccessible through ordinary reasoning.
Psychological effects also hold particular importance because they connect classical
mystical traditions with contemporary discussions of Ayeihg, emotionahealing, and
spiritual psychology. Furthermore, bodily manifestations and ecstatic language reveal that
mystical experience was not confined to inward contemplation but extended into visible
physical and verbal expression. The study also highlights th&dina role of mystical
experiences in guiding spiritual practice and motivating ethical transformation. Overall,

but
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the research suggests that mystical experiences in Sufi traditions should be understood as
multidimensional phenomena influencing nearlygvera s pect of the mysticods
By classifying these consequences systematically, the article contributes to a deeper
understanding of Islamic mysticism and demonstrates the continuing relevance of Sufi

experiential thought for modern studies of relgispirituality, and psychology
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The present study addresses a problem in the field of texticém that is rooted in the
historical development of Persian orthography. In Persian manu&qgpigatscularly those
dating to the M.and 12' centuries Ald the distinction between certain letters had not yet
been fully standardized, a circumstaneg ttas led to difficulties in reading classical texts.
One of the most significant cases is the graphic similarity between the'letiansl 5",
which in many manuscripts appear without any distinguishing marks.

This issue becomes especially problemattbe case of words that differ only
by these two letters. In such instances, determining the correct form of a word
depends on semantic context, textual evidence, and external knowledge. A notable
example of such misreading involves the confusion betviee words<ss'
(rhinoceros) ands's' (wolf), as evidenced in several cases where these two terms
have been incorrectly read in place of one another. Focusing on the names of these
two animals in thedwhoseDdyWawifecenya r Un Tab
republished in a new critical edition (1402/2023his study demonstrates that
although the editors had access to the correct readings as presented in the edition
of Modammad NakhjavOno (1332fdas®h4), they
be discussed, to "a adopted the incorrect form in their own edition.

The principal aim of this study is to show that, when confronting orthographic
ambiguities, reliance on literary knowledge alone is insufficient; rather, an
interdisciplinary approach is required. To themd, the study seeks to
demonstrai@ by drawing on zoological evidence alongside literary tradiions
how the correct reading of these two words can be established.

Methodology

This research adopts an evidebesed and analytical approach, grounded in
interdisciplinary methods. The primary data have been extracted from a
comparative examination of D)vtherent ver:
addition, numerous examples from classical Persian prose and poetry are presented
to show that, within Persiartdrature, animals are described with a degree of
precision consistent with natural science.
In the first stage, the selected examples are compared across both the older and
the more recent editions of tBed v. It the second stage, a rangsatfirces are
consulted to confirm the correct reading: classical Persian literary texts, scientific
and encyclopedic works on animals, Arabic poetry, and dglastic Pahlavi text.
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A key component of the methodsl @agy 1 s
that is, the recurring eoccurrence of animal names within the literary tradition
and the meanings implied by such pairings. Finally, the collected data are
systematically compared in order to identify the reading that is most consistent
with semanticontext, literary convention, and external knowledge.

Results

The findings of this study indicate that in the two verses under examinaticim&dny v U n

of Qa r Un\ss (thinceeros)®ircairech gnd the correct form'igs" (wolf).

The pincipal reason for this conclusion is the semantic incompatibility of the rhinoceros
within the poetic context. In these verses, the poet describes a battlefield scene and refers
to animals that feed on the corpses of the slain.

In classical sources, thageeno evidence that the rhinoceros was regarded as a
scavenger. It is typically associated with attributes such as strength, ferocity in
battle, and combat with elephants. Attributing cargating behavior to the
rhinoceros is therefore inconsistent lwjpremodern knowledge. By contrast,
abundant evidence from various texts indicates that the wolf, in addition to its
predatory nature, was also considered a scavenger. Moreover, the collocation
Awol f and vultured recur svenPahlavgtexs,nt | y i
particularly in descriptions of battlefields after the end of combat.

Furthermore, manuscript evidence suggests that the lack of orthographic
distinction betweerns' and &' led editors in some cases to rely on rhetorical
considerationsn determining readings. In this particular instance, it appears that
attention to the paronomasia betwegs' (rhinocerospnd' .55/ _.ss" (vulture)
led to the preference for the incorrect reading.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of thisstudy demonstrate that resolving textual ambiguities in Persian
manuscripts requires an approach that goes beyond purely literary analysis. The
incorporation of auxiliary fields of knowledgeespecially those related to the natural
sciences and zoology a&flected in classical texiscan play a decisive role in establishing
correct readings. The study also shows that classical poets, despite their attention to
rhetorical devices, generally did not disregard dmetiwn characteristics of natural
phenomena. Relings that contradict such knowledge should therefore be treated with
skepticism.

Moreover, the examination of literary conventions, such as recurrent
collocations, constitutes an important tool in textual analysis. This study has shown
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that t hweolpfaiandingvuiltureo has a substanti al
valid contextual indicator for determining the correct reading.
In sum, the present research underscores the importance of an interdisciplinary
approach in textual scholarship, demonstrdtiray the integration of linguistic
analysis, historical knowledge, and scientific awareness can lead to a more
accurate reconstruction of classical texts. This approach may also serve as an
effective model for similar studies.
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Abstract

Reflection on the Persian language and its functions is a relatively recent phenol
Until the intellectual awakening of the mf@ajar era, Iranians rarely wrote about

critically examined Persian, and the limited evidence of such attentioaimy found in

biographical anthologies. From the r@@hjar period onward, however, discour
surrounding Persian expanded considerably, accompanied by a significant transfol
in perceptions of the language. Earlier views that regarded Persianpisnseitary to
Arabic or marked by deficiencies gradually gave way to claims of its superiority
sanctity.

This study examines the evolution of discourse on the Persian language from the !
period onward through an analysis of literary and scholaoiks, including biographica
anthologies, essays, and related texts. It identifies dominant propositions conc
Persian in different historical periods and, through a disceamafytic approach, explore
the factors underlying their transformatidrhe study argues that the fundamental rupt
in perceptions of Persian emerged with its new role from theQuajdr period onward
Confronted with the rise of the modern West, Iranian intellectuals increas
reconsidered the foundations of collectiveentity. The traditional religicthased

conception of identity gradually gave way to an identity increasingly centered on lan¢
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Consequently, Persian acquired new political and national significance: it was no longer

viewed merely as supplementary toahic, but increasingly as the national language
Iran and, eventually, as a language endowed with cultural and sacred value.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Language is commonly viewed as a medium of communicdtaaever, its functions
extend far beyond the mere transmission of information. One of its most significant social
functions is the construction and representation of collective identity. This idfentiiyng

role is largely a product of modernity, whendaage gradually came to be understood not
only as a communicative instrument but also as a defining marker of national and cultural
identity. The historical development of the Persian language reflects this broader
transformation.

Prior to the modern pedd approximately the midiineteenth century, during
the reign of Naser dbin Shah Qaja Persian was primarily regarded as a means
of communication and literary expression. From the late Qajar period onward,
however, it increasingly assumed a new socitpalirole as one of the principal
foundations of Iranian national identity. Unlike earlier periods, in which the
Persian language attracted relatively little attention as a marker of collective
identity, modern intellectual discourse placed languageeatdhter of debates
concerning nationhood, culture, and historical continuity.

This shift is clearly reflected in the writings of influential intellectuals such as
Akhundzadeh, Pourdavoud, Tagizadeh, and their contemporaries. Their
discussions of the Peasi language were no longer confined to its linguistic or
literary dimensions; rather, they emphasized its role in the construction,
preservation, and revitalization of Iranian national identity. Accordingly, language
came to be viewed as a symbolic analodgical resource for defining the nation
and distinguishing it from others.

Against this background, the present study investigates the historical
transformation in the perceived function of the Persian language from a
predominantly communicative mediutd central component of Iranian identity.

To achieve this objective, the analysis spans the period from the Safavid era to the
reign of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi. By identifying and comparing statements
concerning the Persian language across thesadabpmriods, the study seeks not

only to demonstrate the changing conceptualization of language but also to explain
the historical, political, and intellectual factors that contributed to this
transformation.
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Methodology

This study employs a descriptiealytical research design based on documentary and
library-based sources. A broad range of Safavédtexts, with particular emphasis on
tazkiras(biographical anthologies), were systematically examined to identify prevailing
attitudes toward the Persidanguage. In addition, the works of modern Iranian
intellectuals who explicitly addressed the Persian language as a subject of scholarly inquiry
were analyzed.

The collected materials were subjected to qualitative comparative analysis in
order to identifythe dominant conceptions of the Persian language in different
historical periods. Particular attention was paid to the transition from a
communicative understanding of language to an idemiénted one, as well as
to the political, cultural, and intetteual contexts that facilitated this shift. Through
this comparative historical approach, the study aims to provide a more
comprehensive explanation of the changing status and function of the Persian
language in the formation of modern Iranian nationattitje

Conclusion
Language has traditionally been regarded as a medium for conveying ideas and facilitating
communication. A historical examination of language, however, demonstrates that its
functions extend well beyond its referential and communicatiles.r Language also
performs important social and political functions, particularly in the construction and
maintenance of collective identity. The historical development of the Persian language
provides a compelling illustration of this broader transfdiona

An analysis of the statements and discourses concerning the Persian language
over a period of approximately five centudefsom the Safavid era to the late
Pahlavi period reveals a fundamental shift in the way Persian was perceived.
Until the middleof the Qajar period, dominant views of the Persian language were
characterized by four recurring themes: (1) the superiority of Arabic over Persian;
(2) the perceived inadequacy or limitations of Persian; (3) the complementary
relationship between Persiand Arabic; and (4) in some contexts, the superiority
of Hindi over Persian. From the mighjar period onward, however, these
conceptions were replaced by an entirely different set of propositions. Persian
came to be portrayed as (1) superior to otheulages, (2) a sacred language, (3)
a cultural institution whose significance could even surpass that of religion, and (4)
the principal foundation of Iranian nationhood.
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This profound shift in the discourse surrounding the Persian language cannot
be understod solely as a linguistic development; rather, it reflects a broader
transformation in the foundations of Iranian collective identity. Following Iran's
encounters and military defeats in the face of the modern West, many Iranian
intellectuals concluded &b overcoming political and cultural decline required a
reconfiguration of the country's identity. Observing the role of nationalism in the
consolidation of modern European states, they argued that Iran likewise needed to
redefine the basis of its collegti identity. Consequently, language increasingly
replaced religion as the primary symbolic foundation upon which a modern
conception of the Iranian nation could be constructed.

Within this new intellectual framework, the Persian language acquired
unprecedsted cultural and political significance. It was no longer viewed merely
as a literary or communicative medium, nor as subordinate to Arabic; instead, it
came to be regarded as the national language of Iran and the principal symbol of
Iranian identity. I'many modern nationalist writings, Persian was even invested
with a quassacred status, reflecting its central role in the emerging discourse of
Iranian nationalism. The transformation of attitudes toward the Persian language,
therefore, should be understbas part of a broader process of natioifding and
identity reconstruction that accompanied Iran's transition into the modern era.

Discussion and analysis
Attention to language emerges and expands following the perceived need for a new
identity in themodern era
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Abstract

The present study explicates the evolutionary process of the "enemy" transforr
during the mythical and heroic eras thie ShahnamehEmploying an integratec
theoretical framewo&i ncor por ati ng Car | Schmi t
Chantals Mbagdberdbsm, " and Chard teisres&rch
demonstrates that opposition in the epic is not merely a plot device but a stru
necessity for identity production. To this end, the evolution of conflicts from the r
of Kiumars to Bahran is analyzed. This trajectory includes several stages: the €
"Absolute Otherness" and the battle against the Divs, analyzed as the origin of ic
boundaries; the "Law of Conservation of Conflict,” explaining how the ti
elimination of externaénemies during the reigns of Jamshid and Kay Khosrow le
the internalization of hostility; F e
maintain political cohesion; and the structural failure of liminal characters like Iraj
Siyavash.Final vy, the battle between Rostan
of internalized conflict, where the most familiar epic elements transform into
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Humanunderstanding of the world is facilitataiough the classification and creation of
oppositions between semantic groups. Based on this epistemological approach, our
individual and collective identities are formed not in a vacuum, but in light of ther"Othe

and through reliance on distinctions. The epic, as a literary genre whose core is warfare,
manifests the stabilization of identity through opposition. The central problem of this
research is that, contrary to the common perception, the enemy in tiserejpia static
element or merely a symbol of moral evil, but possesses a fluid nature. This study seeks to
investigate the nature and trajectory of enmity and opposition within the epic framework

Methodology

This study employs an analytiedgscriptiveapproach using a synthesized theoretical
framework. In this synthesized model, Carl Schmitt's thought for explaining “the political”
based on the friend/enemy distinction is linked with Chantal Mouffe's views on the
distinction between "antagonism" and6aism." Furthermore, Charles K. Ogden's theory
is utilized for the semantic analysis of thresholds of opposition and the shifting of
boundaries. Accordingly, the mythical and heroic histoth@Shahnamels considered

a continuous long narrative. Thipproach allows the enemy to be analyzed as a structural

element within the epic plot

Findings

Research findings indicate that oppositiorttia Shahnametoes not follow a linear
pattern but adheres to a process of transformation. At the dawn of irlyitimay, from
Kiumars to Tahmures, the enemy (the Div) is a-maman and faceless being; this
maximum distance between the "Self" and the "Other" results in maximum cohesion of
the internal front. During Jamshid's era, complete victory over the ex¢asmaly leads to

an absence of enmity, causing the hero's combative energy to turn inward, necessitating
Jamshid's downfall so he may occupy the role of the enemy. Subsequently, Fereydun,
recognizing the ontological necessity of the enemy's existencengefiram killing

Zahhak and, by binding him, keeps the enemy in a state of suspension and storage, as the
elimination of evil would result in its dispersion throughout the world. In the following
period, the threshold of opposition contracts and peneitmatasi, as the conflict takes on

a racial charactértransforming from a battle against the Div and Zahhak into a struggle
between the kindred races of Iran and Turan. Ultimately, with the defeat of Afrasiyab and
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Turan, the boundary of enmity becomes awemne internalized, where Rostam and later
Sistan are perceived as the enemy, signifying the progressive internalization of.hostility

Conclusion

The primary outcome of this research is the explication of the "Law of Conservation of
Conflict”" within the epic world, meaning that the force of contradiction is never eliminated
but merely changes its level and objddte Shahnametiemonstrates that e epic
structure, enmity is not a chance occurrence but an ontological necessity. Eliminating the
enemy condemns the hero to passivity and brings the narrative to an end. Furthermore,
analyzing the trajectory of oppositions proves that as the narnaigregses, conflict leans

from an epic battle toward a tragic one because it has become more internalized.
Ultimately, it can be said that in the epic, one can eliminate the "enemy," but one cannot
eliminate "enmity"; moreover, the removal of an enemyndéeads to more internalized
forms of hostility
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Abstract

Most scholars who have studi ed sada
mo mt a(nfedd@ cepti vely simpleo express
features of his poetry and prose, and have discussed its nature and the mec|
through which it is achieved. The present study is based on the hypothesis tt
of Saadi devicegis @eatmgahta | mo mis the raetorical figure of
allusion k e n U.yThishresearch examines those ghazals and verses that prt
scholars, in books and academi csahger
mo mt estyle Rhe finding indicate that, among various rhetorical techniqt
Saadi shows a particular inclination toward the use of allusion. Rooted in
culture, this device draws upon the resources of everyday language and col
experience. Through his close engagenmwétit the social and cultural life of hi:
community, Saadi skillfully appropriates these folk expressive tools and em
them to convey the most complex ideas in a colloquial and accessible langu
i's precisely here t VemdntliSattedreatos of glevate
literary discourse through one of the most prominent materials of folk culture
the presentation of profound human concepts to the broadest audience thro
simple mode of expression.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
A concise review obaadstudies reveals that most scholars have regarded one of the most
prominent features of dahlhe npoondtheamefBeiogr ks as hi s
isi mple yet inimitableo). Varinciveaality easons hayv
in SaAdQgds style. Some attribute &t to his u
concise, free from ornamentation, pomp, and verbosity, avoiding redundancy, synonym
accumulation, and superfluous expression. Among the principal azues graceful
simplicityd especially in an age when ornate and complex expression was tté& norm
scholars have pointed Ko rSthsAllob@bety, thglcd i nat i on
influence fromA n v ahis geliberateise of ellipsisadoption of collaquial speech and
his keen awareness of the full range of linguistic possibilitieslong with a precise
psychological understanding of words and combinations.

Anot her secret behi n tihguSte Nadifyotlroughiwlichi nct i ve st
he coweys the most delicate meanings in the simplest expressions, keeping his diction free
from verbal or semantic complexity, harsh phonetic combinations, and obsolete words.
Ot her expl ansahld oma mdftiatny iacfide Hsdéep engagemeithw
folk culture andsocial life, which allowed him to mirror the realities of his time with all
the virtues and flaws of Iranian society, as well aglbligately balanced and subtly
concealed use of literary devicés a craftsmanship whosstistic depth lies beneath a
surface of apparent simplicity.

The centrahypothesiso f t he present study is that one of
for achievingsahte  mo mis therhetB&ical figure of allusiond a device rooted in
folk discourse thaa Ad9 empl oys within the conversation
create vivid imagery and expressive subtlety.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptianalytical approach and is based on library research.

Although the claim of the article encompass t he entirety of SaAdgds w
the investigat i oghazalssas hisauhentid poeticegdniugisomog§a Ad § 6 s
vividly manifested in this genre. A potential criticism may arise that the ghazals or verses
examined in this researblave been selectively chogenamely, those in whichllusion

occur® thus rendering the data nogpresentative. To avoid this methodological issue,

the analysis is limited to ghazals or verses previously cited by scholars, in articles or
monographs, asexmp | ar y e v i dakec emoanitytedle this ey, the

material under study is determined not by selective preference but by established scholarly
references.
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Discussion

TorkUshavanfTheé nChii tse mMao iintc & feetSrayh ho ft h®a Bbg@ and
a-Mu t a n ,aahalyZe® a ghazal through the lens of philosophical hermeneutics and

argues that such an appr 6 anethatisnetdepentiest fia di st i
on imagery or figurative i@0). \hiedtisarueithatnd ( Tor k Us
SaAdobs poetry, especially his ghazal s, does
devices, it must not be overlooked that it is by no means dewalidson, which is itself

a form of imaginative expression. Hostance, in the temerse ghazal analyzed in the

article, SeweAteed) instamogslobajlusion Fot T 49 RuThmea Aj and, i

Rhetoric of EI I i (6l8)discusses \@riasdorms ef elipdisazaa | s 0
major factor contributing to thereation ofsahte mo mtHaweverlin many of the
examples he cites to illustrate ellipsi#iysion appears prominenty DUdbeh, in his br

essafi A Gl ance at -¢thkMoMeahed®& afhdSdfRstigds Pl ace i
characteristics alahle  mo mas:g 1) feiéhcy and clarity, (2) precision and avoidance

of ambiguity, and (3) conveying profound mean]i
most of the examples he analyzes likewise exhibit an effective presence of allusion.

Hassanli, irchaptertwoobar y§y eh & o b h : -ydZErdegjle SakHam i S,a ud §

whi |l e di s csahtes imogntSenkedip s t hat certain verses
al | conventional rhetorical devicesodo (Hassanl
first verse he cités and in several othésallusion is clearly presentt i y U Movadded

in his bookSaJd@l assi fies SaAdogds ghazals into sev
didactic, and those blending didacticism with lyricidvho( v a v 29@4:04116) Many

of the examples he provides also contain notable instancatusibn Dasht g, i n
Qalamrowe S@REH9), atdahtd brua natdasBeidardaobphonetic

dissonance, obsolete vocabulary, trisyllabic meters, and consecutive ctaisiusters,

as well as his restraint in using-fatched metaphors, excessive similes, or exaggerated

imagery. Yet even in the examples he puts fatilision is unmistakably present

Al t hough numer ous sahlih e mo méxastrdedGrmot @ltbe SaAd g o s
reviewed within the limits of this article, a reconsideration of their evidential examples

through the lens of the present study would reveal the significant frequency and essential

role ofallusioni n t he creation tedssty®aAdogds seemingly ef

Conclusion

Among the array of rhetori@lparticularly figurativé devices in classical Persian
l'iteratur e, SadAubsiantial preferesce @iusidni Asstilistioanalysis
based on the frequency of literary devices in a representative portion of hi® works
especially his ghazdsclearly demonstrates the remarkable number and crucial function
of allusion comparedtother devices in shaping his artistic expression. Furthermore, the
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widespread presence of this figurative technique in both elevated literary texts and

everyday popular discourse is noteworthy. Allusion is fundamentally rootémlkin
culture,derivedfom t he i di oms and expressive patterns
intimate engagement with this social milieu, draws upon these culturally embedded

formsd particularly their gestural and allusive variglide express even the most

complex conceptsia si mpl e, coll oqui al manner. This is
mastery becomes evident: crafting refined, elevated poetry from one of the most
characteristic elements of folk expression; presenting profound human truths to a broad

audience througblegant simplicity. Thus, one of the primary secrets of the conversational
clarity and st yladaespgedialyinbisghazdsis s ddieratdand s wor k s
artful use ogllusion.
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Abstract

This article offers a textual reconstruction and analysis of one of the
problematic couplets in thegdude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab in Ferdo
Shahnamehln the Florence manuscript (614 AH), the couplet is recorde:
Nokhoston tan az marg bebsUy ahddquide
variation in the manuscript readings has led somersdio omit the couplet fror
the text altogether, while others have proposed emendations that are diffi
justify. In this study, the extant manuscript readings are classified into two pri
groups. Manuscript analysis suggests that the readintye first group are mo:
likely the result of scribal intervention, whereas the diversity of the second
indicates that the original form of the couplet should be sought within this ¢
The study therefore addresses two main questions: whae isnbst plausibl
reconstruction of the couplet in light of the manuscript evidence, and how do
reconstruction affect the arrangement of the couplets in the prelude to the <
Rostam and Sohrab? The findings show that, once the couplet isedestre
prelude consists of a coherent sequence of six couplets. Furthermore, exan
of the manuscript tradition and the content of the subsequent couplets indica
numerous couplets were added to this section after Ferdowsi. Most of
addtions function as interpretive glosses composed in response to the
expressed in the original prelude.

Keywords: Ferdowsi'sShahnamehPrelude to the Story of Rostam and Sohrab;

Critical Edition; ShahnameManuscript Readings
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The prelude to the story of Rostamd Sohrab invites the reader to reflect on death. In this
prelude, death is regarded as a mystery whose true nature remains hidden from human
beings; therefore, humans are unable to make a definitive judgment about it.

A careful analysis of this sectiamd the determination of the exact number and
order of its couplets are of particular importance, because the manuscripts of the
Shahnamelontain different readings in this part, and the existing differences in
the number and arrangement of couplets f#se found their way into some
editions of the&Shahnameh

The prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab begins with six couplets in the
eightv ol ume edi t i &Shahnanfeheditssl y Knaleghiiotiagh.
However, in the new edition of tf&hahnameland in the Story of Rostam and
Sohrab, two additional couplets have been added to the beginning of the story,
making the prelude consist of eight couplets. Among these couplets, there is one
couplet with highly divergent readings in the manuscripts. Dtietdifficulty of
establishing its text, KhalegMotlagh placed this couplet in the margin and
suggested that it was probably composed by Ferdowsi, but scribal alterations have
made its correction difficult.

The variation in the readings of this coupletamg the manuscripts is so
extensive that it has been considered one of the most difficult couplets of the
Shahnameln terms of textual criticism and interpretation. Therefore, this study
seeks, through the examination of reliable manuscripts &tthkamehand the
analysis of textual evidence, to propose the preferable form of this couplet and to
clarify its position within the structure of the prelude to the story of Rostam and
Sohrab. This conclusion can also contribute to determining the numbedand o
of the couplets in this prelude.

2. Methodology

In this study, the readings of the couplet in the old and reliable manuscripts of the
Shahnamefre first examined and classified. Then, drawing on the principles of critical
text editing, the relatiohgps among the readings, the possibility of scribal corruptions, and
the internal textual evidence are evaluated. In the next stage, the syntactic structure of the
couplet and its semantic connection with the preceding and following couplets of the
preludeto the story of Rostam and Sohrab are analyzed in order to determine its position
within the structure of this prelude.
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3. Results

The examination of the manuscri psBy asdhdwed t hat
have been preserved in a numbepldf manuscripts, while the other readings can be

regarded as the result of scribal corruption and alteration. The manbasept and

internal textual evidence also supports the
Anokhost §nod (ofvierrstt)h,e & rod nfsa rii@ rathiofi { 200 d(yf)r, o m)n.a k
The analysis of the coupletds structure showe
the variant readings of the word fAnastUyaddo;
semanticrelt i onshi p among fAdel 06 (heart), fdeath, o
this emendation, the couplet is consistent with the semantic structure and overall theme of

the prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab.

4. Discussion and Conclusion
Based on marsgeript evidence, semantic analysis of the couplet, and its relationship with
the other couplets, this study prefers the re
manuscripts, including finastUOwaz9d6 in the San
in some manuscripts, are considered to be the result of corruption, alteration, and scribal
error, whereas this word has been correctly preserved in the Vatican manuscript (848 AH).
Furthermore, after accepting)t heg artehaedi ndg amn disa
(from), is considered preferable. Accordingly, the first hemistich is emended as follows:
Nokhoston del (@At margsnasitUyakdé heart does n
The analysis of this hemistich shows thatlifficulty does not arise solely from
the wvariant readings of the word fAnast Uy
semantic structure. The expression fdAprais
context, arising from tiahnearrged a(td eoantshh)i,p aanmk
verb finastUyado.o This ambiguity may have
parts of the hemistich in order to make the expression conform to their own
understanding. Thus, the wordé hawv&host on.
undergone changes in the manuscripts. Therefore, the variations in this couplet
cannot be reduced merely to the difficulty of a single word; rather, the ambiguity
of the entire syntactic and semantic structure of the hemistich has also contributed
to these differences.
Considering the rhyme and manuscript evidence, especially the readings found

in the Vatican manuscript (848 AH), fnabsl
form of the second hemistich. Accordingly, the proposed emendation of the
couplet is:

Nokhoston, del ar marg nastUyado/ Del §r
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The acceptance of this emendation also affects the determination of the number and order
of the couplets in the prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab. Based on the Florence
manusctript (614 AH), the San Jose manuscript, the Tabriz Safineh (721 AVtitam
manuscript (848 AH), arid k h t ey (rh{iththistonplet is placed after the couplet
icho UrUm goro be dogar sarUy, o and the prel
completed with six couplets.

In this arrangement, the poet, by presenting the image of a violent wind that
casts an unripe quince to the ground, prepares the way for reflection on death and
shows thatleath, regardless of maturity and immaturity, old age and youth, strikes
and destroys. Therefore, the possibility of making a definitive judgment about
death is also questioned, since the truth of death remains hidden from human
beings, and they cannot @asall it unjust or just, skillful or unskillful, or regard
it as justice or injustice. In the final two couplets, the discussion shifts from death
itself to the way human beings confront it. The fifth couplet raises the possibility
that a person may aih a better and peaceful place in the other world after death.
The sixth couplet develops this idea from another perspective and connects it with
the heroic world. In this couplet, a conditional relationship is established between
Apr ai si ng sahwe afvaluingiandiaccepting it and the confrontation of
the brave and the young with death; that is, if the heart does not praise death and
does not regard it as worthy, the brave and the young will not touch the soil and
will not step toward confroimtg death
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