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Analysis and Classification of the Consequences and Effects ot Mystical

Experiences in Sufism Prose Texts
Milad Salahi Khalkhali', Ghodratollah Taheri?

Abstract

Mystical experiences, referred to by various terms, occupy a central place in mystical
traditions across different cultures, including Iranian Sufism. The attainment of such
experiences and extraordinary states has often been regarded as the ultimate goal of the
mystical path. Reports of mystical experiences in Sufi texts indicate that their significance
derives largely from the transformations they bring about in the knowledge, behavior,
psyche, and emotions of the mystic. Drawing on major works of Sufi prose from the third
to the eighth centuries AH, this study identifies, classifies, and analyzes the effects and
consequences of mystical experiences as recorded either by the mystics themselves or by
those who described and interpreted their experiences. Furthermore, an examination of
these consequences contributes to a deeper understanding of the nature of mystical
experience itself. These consequences may be identified and classified into five categories:
epistemic consequences, mental-psychological consequences, practical-behavioral
consequences, bodily manifestations as embodied consequences, and shath (ecstatic
utterance), which is the linguistic consequence of these mystical unveilings and divine
inspirations. Attention has also been given to misleading or spiritually obstructive
consequences. Among these categories, epistemic consequences may themselves be further
divided into several subcategories. Psychological consequences likewise occupy a
prominent place in contemporary scholarship and may contribute to establishing a
meaningful dialogue between mysticism and the modern world. Clarifying the remaining
three categories—behavioral, embodied, and linguistic consequences—represents a step
forward in understanding mystical experiences within the Sufi tradition.

Keywords: Mystical Experiences; Effects and consequences of Mystical Experiences;
Sufism Prose Texts

1. Ph.D. in Persian Language and Literature with a specialization in Mystical Literature, Shahid Beheshti
University; University Lecturer. (Corresponding author)

How to cite this article:
Salahi Khalkhali, M., & Taheri, G. (2026).Analysis and Classification of the Consequences and
Effects of Mystical Experiences in Sufism Prose Texts. New Literary Studies, 59(2), 1-27.

Authors retain the copyright. This is an open access article distributed
@ ® under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY

970¢ 1equiardag 0 oul[uQ paysiqnd -+ 970¢ AInf | :perdosoy

970 ABIAL S| PISIAGY - §TOT 29GOIQ) € :PIAIIIY


https://en.um.ac.ir/
https://jls.um.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://anjomanfarsi.ir/
https://doi.org/10.22067/jls.2026.95763.1760
mailto:M_salahi@sbu.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-8513-570X
mailto:Ghodrat66@yahoo.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0928-5148
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

New Literary Studies, Vol 59, No. 2, Summer 2026 2

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Mystical experiences have always occupied a central position in Sufi traditions and Islamic
mysticism. Sufi thinkers considered these experiences not merely emotional or spiritual
moments, but profound encounters capable of transforming the seeker’s understanding of
reality, selthood, and the divine. Persian prose texts of Sufism from the third to the eighth
centuries AH contain numerous reports of mystical unveilings, visions, and spiritual states
described through concepts such as kashf (unveiling), mushahada (vision), and wajd
(ecstatic state). The present study examines the significance of these experiences by
focusing specifically on their consequences and effects from the perspective of the mystics
themselves. The research argues that one of the main reasons for the high value attributed
to mystical experiences in Sufi traditions lies in the enduring results they leave upon the
seeker’s mind, emotions, knowledge, and conduct. Through an analysis of major Sufi
prose works, the study seeks to identify and classify the consequences of mystical
experiences and to clarify their role in shaping mystical life and understanding. The
research also aims to contribute to contemporary discussions of spirituality by showing
that mystical experiences were understood not only as private revelations but also as
transformative forces affecting cognition, psychology, bodily expression, and ethical
behavior. By examining these dimensions, the article provides a broader understanding of
the place of mystical experiences in classical Persian Sufism.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on textual analysis of major
Persian and Arabic Sufi prose works composed between the third and eighth centuries AH.
The primary sources include important mystical texts such as Kashf al-Asrar by Ruzbihan
Bagqli, Fawa’ih al-Jamal by Najm al-Din Kubra, Ma‘arif by Baha al-Din Walad, and
writings attributed to Hakim Tirmidhi, along with foundational manuals of Sufism
including al-Luma‘, Risala al-Qushayriyya, and Kashf al-Mahjub. The research
investigates passages in which mystics directly describe their spiritual experiences or
interpreters explain the consequences of those experiences. The collected examples were
analyzed comparatively and categorized according to recurring themes and functions.
Particular attention was given to the language used by Sufis to explain the effects of
mystical states on knowledge, emotions, behavior, and bodily reactions. The study
intentionally avoids relying heavily on hagiographical sources because of their tendency
toward exaggeration and miracle-centered narration. Instead, it focuses on texts that
preserve experiential and reflective accounts of mystical states. Through this method, the
research identifies major categories of mystical consequences and examines their
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similarities and distinctions. The approach combines classical textual scholarship with
insights drawn from modern studies of mysticism and psychology, especially discussions
influenced by William James and contemporary research on spiritual experiences.

Results

The study classifies the consequences of mystical experiences in Sufi prose literature into
five major categories. The first and most significant category is epistemological outcomes.
Mystics frequently describe mystical experience as a source of certainty, direct knowledge,
awareness of divine realities, altered perceptions of time and existence, and states of
wonder or bewilderment. The second category consists of psychological and emotional
effects. These include inner peace, joy, expansion of consciousness, fearlessness, hope,
love, and emotional transformation. Such experiences often produce a lasting sense of
serenity and meaning in life. The third category involves practical and behavioral
consequences related to spiritual progress. Mystical experiences are portrayed as guides
that help seekers overcome spiritual obstacles, deepen detachment from worldly concerns,
and intensify longing for union with God. The fourth category includes bodily
manifestations such as trembling, crying, ecstasy, unconsciousness, dancing, and tearing
garments during states of spiritual ecstasy. These reactions are interpreted as physical
expressions of overwhelming spiritual intensity. The final category is linguistic expression
in the form of shathiyyat or ecstatic utterances. Sufis viewed these paradoxical and
emotionally charged expressions as spontaneous verbal outpourings resulting from
powerful mystical states. In addition, the study acknowledges the existence of misleading
or deceptive experiences produced by imagination or ego, which some Sufi authors
considered dangerous deviations from authentic mystical insight.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that mystical experiences in Persian Sufi literature were regarded
as transformative events with enduring intellectual, emotional, behavioral, bodily, and
linguistic consequences. Sufis considered these experiences valuable not merely because
of the momentary ecstasy they produced, but because they reshaped the seeker’s
worldview and spiritual identity. Among the identified categories, epistemological
consequences occupy the central place, since mystical experience was often understood as
a form of direct and certain knowledge inaccessible through ordinary reasoning.
Psychological effects also hold particular importance because they connect classical
mystical traditions with contemporary discussions of well-being, emotional healing, and
spiritual psychology. Furthermore, bodily manifestations and ecstatic language reveal that
mystical experience was not confined to inward contemplation but extended into visible
physical and verbal expression. The study also highlights the functional role of mystical
experiences in guiding spiritual practice and motivating ethical transformation. Overall,
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the research suggests that mystical experiences in Sufi traditions should be understood as
multidimensional phenomena influencing nearly every aspect of the mystic’s existence.
By classifying these consequences systematically, the article contributes to a deeper
understanding of Islamic mysticism and demonstrates the continuing relevance of Sufi
experiential thought for modern studies of religion, spirituality, and psychology.
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Abstract

This article demonstrates how one of the features of the Persian script in the past has challenged the
reading of certain passages in manuscript versions and has caused misreadings. This feature is the
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The present study addresses a problem in the field of textual criticism that is rooted in the
historical development of Persian orthography. In Persian manuscripts—particularly those
dating to the 11" and 12" centuries AH—the distinction between certain letters had not yet
been fully standardized, a circumstance that has led to difficulties in reading classical texts.
One of the most significant cases is the graphic similarity between the letters 'S" and 'S,
which in many manuscripts appear without any distinguishing marks.

This issue becomes especially problematic in the case of words that differ only
by these two letters. In such instances, determining the correct form of a word
depends on semantic context, textual evidence, and external knowledge. A notable
example of such misreading involves the confusion between the words 'S5’
(thinoceros) and 'S 3" (wolf), as evidenced in several cases where these two terms
have been incorrectly read in place of one another. Focusing on the names of these
two animals in the poetry of Qatran Tabrizi—whose Divan was recently
republished in a new critical edition (1402/2023)—this study demonstrates that
although the editors had access to the correct readings as presented in the edition
of Mohammad Nakhjavani (1333/1954), they nonetheless appear, for a reason to
be discussed, to have adopted the incorrect form in their own edition.

The principal aim of this study is to show that, when confronting orthographic
ambiguities, reliance on literary knowledge alone is insufficient; rather, an
interdisciplinary approach is required. To this end, the study seeks to
demonstrate—by drawing on zoological evidence alongside literary traditions—
how the correct reading of these two words can be established.

Methodology

This research adopts an evidence-based and analytical approach, grounded in
interdisciplinary methods. The primary data have been extracted from a
comparative examination of different versions of Qatran Tabrizi’s Divan. In
addition, numerous examples from classical Persian prose and poetry are presented
to show that, within Persian literature, animals are described with a degree of
precision consistent with natural science.

In the first stage, the selected examples are compared across both the older and
the more recent editions of the Divan. In the second stage, a range of sources are
consulted to confirm the correct reading: classical Persian literary texts, scientific
and encyclopedic works on animals, Arabic poetry, and a post-Islamic Pahlavi text.
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A key component of the methodology is the analysis of “textual collocations,”
that is, the recurring co-occurrence of animal names within the literary tradition
and the meanings implied by such pairings. Finally, the collected data are
systematically compared in order to identify the reading that is most consistent
with semantic context, literary convention, and external knowledge.

Results

The findings of this study indicate that in the two verses under examination from the Divan
of Qatran, the reading 'S 5" (rhinoceros) is incorrect, and the correct form is 'S 8" (wolf).
The principal reason for this conclusion is the semantic incompatibility of the rhinoceros
within the poetic context. In these verses, the poet describes a battlefield scene and refers
to animals that feed on the corpses of the slain.

In classical sources, there is no evidence that the rhinoceros was regarded as a
scavenger. It is typically associated with attributes such as strength, ferocity in
battle, and combat with elephants. Attributing carrion-eating behavior to the
rhinoceros is therefore inconsistent with premodern knowledge. By contrast,
abundant evidence from various texts indicates that the wolf, in addition to its
predatory nature, was also considered a scavenger. Moreover, the collocation
“wolf and vulture” recurs frequently in Persian, Arabic, and even Pahlavi texts,
particularly in descriptions of battlefields after the end of combat.

Furthermore, manuscript evidence suggests that the lack of orthographic
distinction between 's' and 'S led editors in some cases to rely on rhetorical
considerations in determining readings. In this particular instance, it appears that
attention to the paronomasia between 'Ss' (thinoceros) and ' .S5/ ,.s s (vulture)
led to the preference for the incorrect reading.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of this study demonstrate that resolving textual ambiguities in Persian
manuscripts requires an approach that goes beyond purely literary analysis. The
incorporation of auxiliary fields of knowledge—especially those related to the natural
sciences and zoology as reflected in classical texts—can play a decisive role in establishing
correct readings. The study also shows that classical poets, despite their attention to
rhetorical devices, generally did not disregard well-known characteristics of natural
phenomena. Readings that contradict such knowledge should therefore be treated with
skepticism.

Moreover, the examination of literary conventions, such as recurrent
collocations, constitutes an important tool in textual analysis. This study has shown
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that the pairing “wolf and vulture” has a substantial precedent and can serve as a
valid contextual indicator for determining the correct reading.

In sum, the present research underscores the importance of an interdisciplinary
approach in textual scholarship, demonstrating that the integration of linguistic
analysis, historical knowledge, and scientific awareness can lead to a more
accurate reconstruction of classical texts. This approach may also serve as an
effective model for similar studies.
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Abstract

Reflection on the Persian language and its functions is a relatively recent phenomenon.
Until the intellectual awakening of the mid-Qajar era, Iranians rarely wrote about or
critically examined Persian, and the limited evidence of such attention is mainly found in
biographical anthologies. From the mid-Qajar period onward, however, discourse
surrounding Persian expanded considerably, accompanied by a significant transformation
in perceptions of the language. Earlier views that regarded Persian as supplementary to
Arabic or marked by deficiencies gradually gave way to claims of its superiority and
sanctity.

This study examines the evolution of discourse on the Persian language from the Safavid
period onward through an analysis of literary and scholarly works, including biographical
anthologies, essays, and related texts. It identifies dominant propositions concerning
Persian in different historical periods and, through a discourse-analytic approach, explores
the factors underlying their transformation. The study argues that the fundamental rupture
in perceptions of Persian emerged with its new role from the mid-Qajar period onward.
Confronted with the rise of the modern West, Iranian intellectuals increasingly
reconsidered the foundations of collective identity. The traditional religion-based
conception of identity gradually gave way to an identity increasingly centered on language.
Consequently, Persian acquired new political and national significance: it was no longer
viewed merely as supplementary to Arabic, but increasingly as the national language of
Iran and, eventually, as a language endowed with cultural and sacred value.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Language is commonly viewed as a medium of communication; however, its functions
extend far beyond the mere transmission of information. One of its most significant social
functions is the construction and representation of collective identity. This identity-forming
role is largely a product of modernity, when language gradually came to be understood not
only as a communicative instrument but also as a defining marker of national and cultural
identity. The historical development of the Persian language reflects this broader
transformation.

Prior to the modern period—approximately the mid-nineteenth century, during
the reign of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar—Persian was primarily regarded as a means
of communication and literary expression. From the late Qajar period onward,
however, it increasingly assumed a new sociopolitical role as one of the principal
foundations of Iranian national identity. Unlike earlier periods, in which the
Persian language attracted relatively little attention as a marker of collective
identity, modern intellectual discourse placed language at the center of debates
concerning nationhood, culture, and historical continuity.

This shift is clearly reflected in the writings of influential intellectuals such as
Akhundzadeh, Pourdavoud, Taqizadeh, and their contemporaries. Their
discussions of the Persian language were no longer confined to its linguistic or
literary dimensions; rather, they emphasized its role in the construction,
preservation, and revitalization of Iranian national identity. Accordingly, language
came to be viewed as a symbolic and ideological resource for defining the nation
and distinguishing it from others.

Against this background, the present study investigates the historical
transformation in the perceived function of the Persian language from a
predominantly communicative medium to a central component of Iranian identity.
To achieve this objective, the analysis spans the period from the Safavid era to the
reign of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi. By identifying and comparing statements
concerning the Persian language across these historical periods, the study seeks not
only to demonstrate the changing conceptualization of language but also to explain
the historical, political, and intellectual factors that contributed to this
transformation.
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Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical research design based on documentary and
library-based sources. A broad range of Safavid-era texts, with particular emphasis on
tazkiras (biographical anthologies), were systematically examined to identify prevailing
attitudes toward the Persian language. In addition, the works of modern Iranian
intellectuals who explicitly addressed the Persian language as a subject of scholarly inquiry
were analyzed.

The collected materials were subjected to qualitative comparative analysis in
order to identify the dominant conceptions of the Persian language in different
historical periods. Particular attention was paid to the transition from a
communicative understanding of language to an identity-oriented one, as well as
to the political, cultural, and intellectual contexts that facilitated this shift. Through
this comparative historical approach, the study aims to provide a more
comprehensive explanation of the changing status and function of the Persian
language in the formation of modern Iranian national identity.

Conclusion

Language has traditionally been regarded as a medium for conveying ideas and facilitating
communication. A historical examination of language, however, demonstrates that its
functions extend well beyond its referential and communicative roles. Language also
performs important social and political functions, particularly in the construction and
maintenance of collective identity. The historical development of the Persian language
provides a compelling illustration of this broader transformation.

An analysis of the statements and discourses concerning the Persian language
over a period of approximately five centuries—from the Safavid era to the late
Pahlavi period—reveals a fundamental shift in the way Persian was perceived.
Until the middle of the Qajar period, dominant views of the Persian language were
characterized by four recurring themes: (1) the superiority of Arabic over Persian;
(2) the perceived inadequacy or limitations of Persian; (3) the complementary
relationship between Persian and Arabic; and (4) in some contexts, the superiority
of Hindi over Persian. From the mid-Qajar period onward, however, these
conceptions were replaced by an entirely different set of propositions. Persian
came to be portrayed as (1) superior to other languages, (2) a sacred language, (3)
a cultural institution whose significance could even surpass that of religion, and (4)
the principal foundation of Iranian nationhood.
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This profound shift in the discourse surrounding the Persian language cannot
be understood solely as a linguistic development; rather, it reflects a broader
transformation in the foundations of Iranian collective identity. Following Iran's
encounters and military defeats in the face of the modern West, many Iranian
intellectuals concluded that overcoming political and cultural decline required a
reconfiguration of the country's identity. Observing the role of nationalism in the
consolidation of modern European states, they argued that Iran likewise needed to
redefine the basis of its collective identity. Consequently, language increasingly
replaced religion as the primary symbolic foundation upon which a modern
conception of the [ranian nation could be constructed.

Within this new intellectual framework, the Persian language acquired
unprecedented cultural and political significance. It was no longer viewed merely
as a literary or communicative medium, nor as subordinate to Arabic; instead, it
came to be regarded as the national language of Iran and the principal symbol of
Iranian identity. In many modern nationalist writings, Persian was even invested
with a quasi-sacred status, reflecting its central role in the emerging discourse of
Iranian nationalism. The transformation of attitudes toward the Persian language,
therefore, should be understood as part of a broader process of nation-building and
identity reconstruction that accompanied Iran's transition into the modern era.

Discussion and analysis

Attention to language emerges and expands following the perceived need for a new
identity in the modern era.
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Abstract

The present study explicates the evolutionary process of the "enemy" transformation
during the mythical and heroic eras of the Shahnameh. Employing an integrated
theoretical framework—incorporating Carl Schmitt’s concept of "the political,"
Chantal Mouffe’s "agonism," and Charles K. Ogden’s "semantics"—this research
demonstrates that opposition in the epic is not merely a plot device but a structural
necessity for identity production. To this end, the evolution of conflicts from the reign
of Kiumars to Bahman is analyzed. This trajectory includes several stages: the era of
"Absolute Otherness" and the battle against the Divs, analyzed as the origin of identity
boundaries; the "Law of Conservation of Conflict," explaining how the total
elimination of external enemies during the reigns of Jamshid and Kay Khosrow led to
the internalization of hostility; Fereydun’s strategy of "storing the enemy" (Zahhak) to
maintain political cohesion; and the structural failure of liminal characters like Iraj and
Siyavash. Finally, the battle between Rostam and Esfandiyar is examined as the zenith
of internalized conflict, where the most familiar epic elements transform into the
"Other," rendering the struggle profoundly tragic.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Human understanding of the world is facilitated through the classification and creation of
oppositions between semantic groups. Based on this epistemological approach, our
individual and collective identities are formed not in a vacuum, but in light of the "Other"
and through reliance on distinctions. The epic, as a literary genre whose core is warfare,
manifests the stabilization of identity through opposition. The central problem of this
research is that, contrary to the common perception, the enemy in the epic is not a static
element or merely a symbol of moral evil, but possesses a fluid nature. This study seeks to
investigate the nature and trajectory of enmity and opposition within the epic framework.

Methodology

This study employs an analytical-descriptive approach using a synthesized theoretical
framework. In this synthesized model, Carl Schmitt's thought for explaining "the political"
based on the friend/enemy distinction is linked with Chantal Mouffe's views on the
distinction between "antagonism" and "agonism." Furthermore, Charles K. Ogden's theory
is utilized for the semantic analysis of thresholds of opposition and the shifting of
boundaries. Accordingly, the mythical and heroic history of the Shahnameh is considered
a continuous long narrative. This approach allows the enemy to be analyzed as a structural

element within the epic plot.

Findings

Research findings indicate that opposition in the Shahnameh does not follow a linear
pattern but adheres to a process of transformation. At the dawn of mythical history, from
Kiumars to Tahmures, the enemy (the Div) is a non-human and faceless being; this
maximum distance between the "Self" and the "Other" results in maximum cohesion of
the internal front. During Jamshid's era, complete victory over the external enemy leads to
an absence of enmity, causing the hero's combative energy to turn inward, necessitating
Jamshid's downfall so he may occupy the role of the enemy. Subsequently, Fereydun,
recognizing the ontological necessity of the enemy's existence, refrains from killing
Zahhak and, by binding him, keeps the enemy in a state of suspension and storage, as the
elimination of evil would result in its dispersion throughout the world. In the following
period, the threshold of opposition contracts and penetrates inward, as the conflict takes on
a racial character—transforming from a battle against the Div and Zahhak into a struggle
between the kindred races of Iran and Turan. Ultimately, with the defeat of Afrasiyab and
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Turan, the boundary of enmity becomes even more internalized, where Rostam and later
Sistan are perceived as the enemy, signifying the progressive internalization of hostility.

Conclusion

The primary outcome of this research is the explication of the "Law of Conservation of
Conflict" within the epic world, meaning that the force of contradiction is never eliminated
but merely changes its level and object. The Shahnameh demonstrates that in the epic
structure, enmity is not a chance occurrence but an ontological necessity. Eliminating the
enemy condemns the hero to passivity and brings the narrative to an end. Furthermore,
analyzing the trajectory of oppositions proves that as the narrative progresses, conflict leans
from an epic battle toward a tragic one because it has become more internalized.
Ultimately, it can be said that in the epic, one can eliminate the "enemy," but one cannot
eliminate "enmity"; moreover, the removal of an enemy often leads to more internalized
forms of hostility.
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A Note on Sa‘dr’s Art of Sahl-e Momtane * (being “Simple yet

Inimitable”)
Mostafa Mirdar Rezaei'

Abstract

Most scholars who have studied Saadi’s works have regarded his mastery of sahl-e
momtane * (“deceptively simple” expression) as one of the most distinguished
features of his poetry and prose, and have discussed its nature and the mechanisms
through which it is achieved. The present study is based on the hypothesis that one
of Saadi’s essential devices in creating sahl-e momtane ‘ is the rhetorical figure of
allusion (kenayah). This research examines those ghazals and verses that previous
scholars, in books and academic articles, have cited as examples of Saadi’s sahl-e
momtane ‘ style. The findings indicate that, among various rhetorical techniques,
Saadi shows a particular inclination toward the use of allusion. Rooted in folk
culture, this device draws upon the resources of everyday language and collective
experience. Through his close engagement with the social and cultural life of his
community, Saadi skillfully appropriates these folk expressive tools and employs
them to convey the most complex ideas in a colloquial and accessible language. It
is precisely here that Saadi’s great artistic achievement lies: the creation of elevated
literary discourse through one of the most prominent materials of folk culture, and
the presentation of profound human concepts to the broadest audience through a
simple mode of expression.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

A concise review of Saadi studies reveals that most scholars have regarded one of the most
prominent features of the poet’s works as his mastery of sahl-e momtane * (the art of being
“simple yet inimitable”). Various reasons have been proposed for this distinctive quality
in Sa‘dT’s style. Some attribute it to his unique and highly effective use of language—
concise, free from ornamentation, pomp, and verbosity, avoiding redundancy, synonym
accumulation, and superfluous expression. Among the principal causes of this graceful
simplicity—especially in an age when ornate and complex expression was the norm—
scholars have pointed to Sa‘di’s inclination toward the Khorasani style of poetry, his
influence from Anvari, his deliberate use of ellipsis, adoption of colloquial speech, and
his keen awareness of the full range of linguistic possibilities, along with a precise
psychological understanding of words and combinations.

Another secret behind Sa‘dt’s distinctive style is his linguistic lucidity, through which
he conveys the most delicate meanings in the simplest expressions, keeping his diction free
from verbal or semantic complexity, harsh phonetic combinations, and obsolete words.
Other explanations for Sa“d1’s sahl-e momtane ‘ artistry include his deep engagement with
folk culture and social life, which allowed him to mirror the realities of his time with all
the virtues and flaws of Iranian society, as well as his delicately balanced and subtly
concealed use of literary devices—a craftsmanship whose artistic depth lies beneath a
surface of apparent simplicity.

The central hypothesis of the present study is that one of Sa‘di’s principal instruments
for achieving sahl-e momtane ‘ is the rhetorical figure of allusion—a device rooted in
folk discourse that Sa‘di employs within the conversational texture of his language to
create vivid imagery and expressive subtlety.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive—analytical approach and is based on library research.
Although the claim of the article encompasses the entirety of Sa‘di’s works, the focus of
the investigation is restricted to Sa‘di’s ghazals, as his authentic poetic genius is most
vividly manifested in this genre. A potential criticism may arise that the ghazals or verses
examined in this research have been selectively chosen—namely, those in which allusion
occurs—thus rendering the data non-representative. To avoid this methodological issue,
the analysis is limited to ghazals or verses previously cited by scholars, in articles or
monographs, as exemplary evidence of Sa'di’s sahl-e momtane * style. In this way, the
material under study is determined not by selective preference but by established scholarly
references.
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Discussion

Torkashavand, in his article “The Criterion of Sahl-e Momtane ‘ in the Poetry of Sa ‘di and
al-Mutanabbi”, analyzes a ghazal through the lens of philosophical hermeneutics and
argues that such an approach reveals “a distinct form of beauty—one that is not dependent
on imagery or figurative elaboration” (Torkashavand, 2017: 59-60). While it is true that
Sa‘d’s poetry, especially his ghazals, does not rely heavily on elaborate imaginative
devices, it must not be overlooked that it is by no means devoid of allusion, which is itself
a form of imaginative expression. For instance, in the ten-verse ghazal analyzed in the
article, Sa‘di employs seventeen instances of allusion. Fotihi Rudma‘jani, in “The
Rhetoric of Ellipsis in Saadi’s Ghazals” (2018), discusses various forms of ellipsis as a
major factor contributing to the creation of sahl-e momtane . However, in many of the
examples he cites to illustrate ellipsis, allusion appears prominently. Dadbeh, in his brief
essay “A Glance at the Method of Sahl-e Momtane  and Sa ‘di’s Place in It ”, identifies the
characteristics of sahl-e momtane ‘ as: (1) fluency and clarity, (2) precision and avoidance
of ambiguity, and (3) conveying profound meaning in few words (Dadbeh, 2021: 46). Yet,
most of the examples he analyzes likewise exhibit an effective presence of allusion.
Hassanli, in chapter two of Daryache-ye Sobh: Bazshenasi-ye Zendegi-ye Sokhan-e Sa 'di,
while discussing Sa‘d1’s sahl-e momtane *, claims that certain verses are “almost free from
all conventional rhetorical devices” (Hassanli, 2010: 77). Nevertheless, even in the very
first verse he cites—and in several others—allusion is clearly present. Ziya Movahhed,
in his book Sa di, classifies Sa'di’s ghazals into several categories: lyrical, mystical,
didactic, and those blending didacticism with lyricism (Movahhed, 1994: 94—116). Many
of the examples he provides also contain notable instances of allusion. Dashti, in
Qalamrow-e Sa di (1959), attributes Sa‘dr’s sakhl-e momtane ‘to his avoidance of phonetic
dissonance, obsolete vocabulary, trisyllabic meters, and consecutive consonantal clusters,
as well as his restraint in using far-fetched metaphors, excessive similes, or exaggerated
imagery. Yet even in the examples he puts forth, allusion is unmistakably present.
Although numerous other studies on Sa'di’s sahl-e momtane * exist and cannot all be
reviewed within the limits of this article, a reconsideration of their evidential examples
through the lens of the present study would reveal the significant frequency and essential
role of allusion in the creation of Sa‘di’s seemingly effortless style.

Conclusion

Among the array of rhetorical—particularly figurative—devices in classical Persian
literature, Sa‘di shows a distinct and substantial preference for allusion. A stylistic analysis
based on the frequency of literary devices in a representative portion of his works—
especially his ghazals—clearly demonstrates the remarkable number and crucial function
of allusion compared to other devices in shaping his artistic expression. Furthermore, the
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widespread presence of this figurative technique in both elevated literary texts and
everyday popular discourse is noteworthy. Allusion is fundamentally rooted in folk
culture, derived from the idioms and expressive patterns of ordinary people. Sa‘dt, through
intimate engagement with this social milieu, draws upon these culturally embedded
forms—yparticularly their gestural and allusive varieties—to express even the most
complex concepts in a simple, colloquial manner. This is precisely where Sa‘di’s artistic
mastery becomes evident: crafting refined, elevated poetry from one of the most
characteristic elements of folk expression; presenting profound human truths to a broad
audience through elegant simplicity. Thus, one of the primary secrets of the conversational
clarity and stylistic ease in Sa‘di’s works—especially in his ghazals—is his deliberate and
artful use of allusion.
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The Correction of an Ambiguous Couplet and the Reconstruction of
the Prelude to the Story of Rostam and Sohrab
Seyed Ali Mahmoudi Lahijani'
Abstract

This article offers a textual reconstruction and analysis of one of the most
problematic couplets in the prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh. In the Florence manuscript (614 AH), the couplet is recorded as:
Nokhostin tan az marg bebsayadi/ Dalir o javan khak nabsdyadi. The wide
variation in the manuscript readings has led some editors to omit the couplet from
the text altogether, while others have proposed emendations that are difficult to
justify. In this study, the extant manuscript readings are classified into two principal
groups. Manuscript analysis suggests that the readings of the first group are most
likely the result of scribal intervention, whereas the diversity of the second group
indicates that the original form of the couplet should be sought within this group.
The study therefore addresses two main questions: what is the most plausible
reconstruction of the couplet in light of the manuscript evidence, and how does this
reconstruction affect the arrangement of the couplets in the prelude to the story of
Rostam and Sohrab? The findings show that, once the couplet is restored, the
prelude consists of a coherent sequence of six couplets. Furthermore, examination
of the manuscript tradition and the content of the subsequent couplets indicates that
numerous couplets were added to this section after Ferdowsi. Most of these
additions function as interpretive glosses composed in response to the ideas
expressed in the original prelude.

Keywords: Ferdowsi's Shahnameh; Prelude to the Story of Rostam and Sohrab;
Critical Edition; Shahnameh Manuscript Readings.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab invites the reader to reflect on death. In this
prelude, death is regarded as a mystery whose true nature remains hidden from human
beings; therefore, humans are unable to make a definitive judgment about it.

A careful analysis of this section and the determination of the exact number and
order of its couplets are of particular importance, because the manuscripts of the
Shahnameh contain different readings in this part, and the existing differences in
the number and arrangement of couplets have also found their way into some
editions of the Shahnameh.

The prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab begins with six couplets in the
eight-volume edition of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, edited by Khaleghi-Motlagh.
However, in the new edition of the Shahnameh and in the Story of Rostam and
Sohrab, two additional couplets have been added to the beginning of the story,
making the prelude consist of eight couplets. Among these couplets, there is one
couplet with highly divergent readings in the manuscripts. Due to the difficulty of
establishing its text, Khaleghi-Motlagh placed this couplet in the margin and
suggested that it was probably composed by Ferdowsi, but scribal alterations have
made its correction difficult.

The variation in the readings of this couplet among the manuscripts is so
extensive that it has been considered one of the most difficult couplets of the
Shahnameh in terms of textual criticism and interpretation. Therefore, this study
seeks, through the examination of reliable manuscripts of the Shahnameh and the
analysis of textual evidence, to propose the preferable form of this couplet and to
clarify its position within the structure of the prelude to the story of Rostam and
Sohrab. This conclusion can also contribute to determining the number and order
of the couplets in this prelude.

2. Methodology

In this study, the readings of the couplet in the old and reliable manuscripts of the
Shahnameh are first examined and classified. Then, drawing on the principles of critical
text editing, the relationships among the readings, the possibility of scribal corruptions, and
the internal textual evidence are evaluated. In the next stage, the syntactic structure of the
couplet and its semantic connection with the preceding and following couplets of the
prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab are analyzed in order to determine its position
within the structure of this prelude.
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3. Results

The examination of the manuscripts showed that the readings “nastayadi” and “nabsayadt”
have been preserved in a number of old manuscripts, while the other readings can be
regarded as the result of scribal corruption and alteration. The manuscript-based and
internal textual evidence also supports the preference of the readings “del” (heart),
“nokhostin” (first), and “ar” (if) over the forms “tan” (body), “nakhastr”, and “az” (from).
The analysis of the couplet’s structure showed that its difficulty does not arise solely from
the variant readings of the word “nastayadr”; rather, it also stems from the syntactic and
semantic relationship among “del” (heart), “death,” and the verb “nastayadi.” Based on
this emendation, the couplet is consistent with the semantic structure and overall theme of
the prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Based on manuscript evidence, semantic analysis of the couplet, and its relationship with
the other couplets, this study prefers the reading “nastayadi.” Other readings found in the
manuscripts, including “nastawazi” in the San Jose manuscript and other forms preserved
in some manuscripts, are considered to be the result of corruption, alteration, and scribal
error, whereas this word has been correctly preserved in the Vatican manuscript (848 AH).
Furthermore, after accepting the reading “nastayadi,” the reading “ar” (if), rather than “az”
(from), is considered preferable. Accordingly, the first hemistich is emended as follows:

Nokhostin del ar marg nastayadr (“At first, if the heart does not praise death™)

The analysis of this hemistich shows that its difficulty does not arise solely from
the variant readings of the word “nastayadi,” but also from its syntactic and
semantic structure. The expression “praising death™ creates an ambiguity in this
context, arising from the relationship among “del” (heart), “marg” (death), and the
verb “nastayadi.” This ambiguity may have caused some scribes to alter different
parts of the hemistich in order to make the expression conform to their own
understanding. Thus, the words “nokhostin/nakhasti,” “del/tan,” and “ar/az” have
undergone changes in the manuscripts. Therefore, the variations in this couplet
cannot be reduced merely to the difficulty of a single word; rather, the ambiguity
of the entire syntactic and semantic structure of the hemistich has also contributed
to these differences.

Considering the rhyme and manuscript evidence, especially the readings found
in the Vatican manuscript (848 AH), “nabsayadi” can be regarded as the preferable
form of the second hemistich. Accordingly, the proposed emendation of the
couplet is:

Nokhostin, del ar marg nastayadi/ Delir o javan khak nabsayadi
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The acceptance of this emendation also affects the determination of the number and order
of the couplets in the prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab. Based on the Florence
manuscript (614 AH), the San Jose manuscript, the Tabriz Safineh (721 AH), the Vatican
manuscript (848 AH), and Ekhtiyarat-e Shahnameh, this couplet is placed after the couplet
“Cho aram girT be digar saray,” and the prelude to the story of Rostam and Sohrab is
completed with six couplets.

In this arrangement, the poet, by presenting the image of a violent wind that
casts an unripe quince to the ground, prepares the way for reflection on death and
shows that death, regardless of maturity and immaturity, old age and youth, strikes
and destroys. Therefore, the possibility of making a definitive judgment about
death is also questioned, since the truth of death remains hidden from human
beings, and they cannot easily call it unjust or just, skillful or unskillful, or regard
it as justice or injustice. In the final two couplets, the discussion shifts from death
itself to the way human beings confront it. The fifth couplet raises the possibility
that a person may attain a better and peaceful place in the other world after death.
The sixth couplet develops this idea from another perspective and connects it with
the heroic world. In this couplet, a conditional relationship is established between
“praising death,” in the sense of valuing and accepting it, and the confrontation of
the brave and the young with death; that is, if the heart does not praise death and
does not regard it as worthy, the brave and the young will not touch the soil and
will not step toward confronting death.
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